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Hal | oween FIl i ght
by
Mi chael Spehar
Ve ttE L havE  hua| Yokots Air mase, aafdfer
send us the first cha 1 November 1981, 16%9 IT%
e(r)u'rm?gle)e’ and weol|l The phone rang at abocgdtht
y ' clock radio went off. Capt
swatted at the radio an% I
?Zr?egeg?erSFrﬁ\évsgad_éheythe narrow bed, he grnaeo e?
Girl Who Saved the WOChristopher Cross sang SﬁTt
Minuteairls Mistressthe best that you can qj(g’é(‘
Wor | d g|f a’n o f ou again and the song cuﬁ 19
o f an' or aIIy o f %/heshe t hought he might hlaS W &
y ACaptain Holland, 0 € mu
Eront CoNleBé . . C bonrletdosvc)yiocuer 1630 wakeup ¢
Staff Sgt Casal as AU N right. Thanks o
Editorial ééééééééeééececé Mariy hung-up tne bhone
Ealg:g\;vfe;]rglmltgﬂé gagﬂl kit wal ked i nto the smfél
Jon Carver of Barzéaonthe shower . He stared a f
Graham J Dar |l in éémoment, stil |l feeling sl ec
Inconceivabl e é Geogr through his dark hair, ref
Wi nd & Pel\ﬂoeorreFéeér’éuéségreally nasty time to get
Whenythe Robot Knegws lin the shower and | et the
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Good experience for you,
wor kout ?0
Jill smiled. fAYes, theyo
here. o0 Years of gymnasti c:
turned her into something
she was no |l onger fanati cz¢
kept her fit and alert. I
women flyers, working out
spend free time on the ro0c¢
For the past six days, t
t ween American bases in Jc:
moving personnel and equi |
big military exercise. The
especially idd tbhekhekbkdr §t
l i fter, but getting to seec¢
good for a new copilot. Nc
with only a long flight t«
to the west coast between
* * % % *
Their aircraft, tail# 65
green camoufl age, waited f
Yokota passenger terminal,
Ni ght o0FAlnigeeHta K. Sbeénh told to park it the
was to make it easier to
Twenty minutes | ateffor Hawaii or the States.
dressed in his cleane ASo much for that i daebab,eox
-4 bag, hel met bag, anNormally, they might ‘rhaJve
with his aircraft Dasfthirty pax going backetady't
fly. Room key in handltraining. Not tonight BORe:/
hall way to the | obby |the command post dutyatohnt
AHey, Captain. GOomofy AHRs, 0 the major in the
Marty turned to see hjldow announced. ATwel venoWwi
her own gear, | ookingldays ago. Some Kkind of exf
AHI , Jill, o0 Marty sgqgbunch of kids from t hee 2ibnt
good old Midnight Air|C130 flew them in this mor
sl eep?o0 orders to get them home i1
AnOh, pretty good, cd¢have about a dozen pax 1in
headed homeLiteountiegnhatn.tofof t hem wanted the flight.
jusyedoBsd, | ooked abofyoudre | oaded witulsts csmaneh ¢
scattered on her cheehydrazine, some pa-lalneen, wt
the squadron for onl ylJArmy vehicle, and four asgt
out of wundergraduate ||l ast four floor palleangot
C141 school, but was |sort of ceremony uponear at
puppy Marty | i ked he Marty had carried human

Marty nodded. AYes, |[fore. 't al ways made for ¢
Japan to Korea and balJl east the caskets woul dnbie
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the aircraft. And he |Sergeant Randy Miles andet
them home to their | ofram Johnson. -OWiiloe sf award .baory
Now, he stood in thqwhile Johnson hail ed sf,rom

| ooking on as a col d, AfSergeant Wil son, hohwed sai
craft and the tarmac.|lasked. AEverybody eat@nhAt
running with its wusualti nued. AAnything newhtn t
streamed from the crewe on APU power ? What oépewr
cl amell doors in the |nal power cart?o0 hill
ran down his spine. Wil son picked up the thi
AnCaptain, anything which | isted all t he mai nt
behind hi m. corrective actions perforrt
AUh, no. Nothing. o (ANothing new from yes-'tteyr d:¢
|l ooked back. ADid youla coupl e small el ectrical
weapon?0 He referred |[some reason, the aircraétt
weapon, a Smith and Wexternal cart. The Tranoh, /
by regulation, had tochecks out, but plug ttwhe
wasnodét | ocked up. I n [works fine, though, sobholt
privilege of carrying Marty nodded. AWel l ,t owrtil
copil ot and God help |the rain or somethingn Wh:¢
who forgot 1t in an a Wil son pursed his | icposn.d
weapon was carried bymore weird, Captain. AhIl tt
crew, normally a | oadlas they were | oading the I
AYes, sir. Il tds unddqcan find. The APU was st e:
Good, |l etds talk toflights were fine. We pheedc|
out into the rain andwere al/l i n. I finall ytrt et
hi ssing on the wet talcame back on. 't del ayed |

all . o

Marty hesitated, then no
*ok ok ko write it up. I f it happen:
on board Iikely to compl ai

With their other bagare the clam shell s s3tw lIrle

l oft, the two pilots Wil son shrugged, i Doangést,
taining checklists, h|Sgt Miles. o As the airgeaf
the spaces outboard olaway, Wilson spoke agal a. |
Mal |l ory got into her [(people put too much fogati
system, Marty turned (12,000 pounds worth. &ant\
John Wilson, the fligland defuel us ? NCOI ¢
As t heomminssi oned of f Marty thought about it a
Wil son took care of t|Command had strict ruhescet
The ol dest man in thelfuel as it increased foel
Vietnam, -f30s.ngHea nwalCs |[so, 0 he said. fAWedre not ¢
two children. The baclhave to bring out a tBuakf
Sergeant Leroy Harrisjirain. We might have te wali
younger, was a good f(Wedbre not all that heawvoft e
pl ayed basketball toglcorrect. Sound good, 6Btr gc¢
be found during their ASounds good to me, asd ry.e
more flying experienclhome. 0 ster s
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Marty found Sgt Mil{said gently. There was o0b\
though he had to go olwith him. Marty | ed tHet me
aircraft, due to the |safely away from the desct
cabin and the trackeditruck and seated him tnihtht
center of the aircraflokay? The maintenance peof
ramp, star-dngpad ¢t hiepl/bill eting, okay? Just st a\)
|l oaded on the | ast fo The Army captain di dAnnoottl
figure stood next to |seated After a word wmbhi
AnSgt Miles! Sgt Mildsergeant, Marty hust | etdi ntg
no response until he |clam shell doors sl owbkkoal
AWhat 6s going on? Why open’
Sgt Miles stared at *ok ok kX 2T,
then turned to | ook, ext t
then the caskets, and As Marty strapped hiyms eHge
ibly shook himself and blinked his eyes rapidly. scanned the brightly lit ¢
ADoors? Doors?0 Milgdgnormal, but he had an unus:
wanted to check the clnection, as i f the | ase,
vehicle. The safety alsomething. Hi m, mayberedgs,
| keep getting stuck |[center by his copilot. o
AWell, is it safe of AThe | NSO6s are | oadepga-s
tiently, |l ooking at tfthe radar. | 6ve asked forl
master. to go. 0
Ay, vyes, sir, i1tbébs ¢ Marty blinked Jill éds bh
be careful not to get|lseem nor mal again. He paat
folded against the walfEngineer, all set? Scannece
AThen |l etds do it, ¢ Wi lson replied from the
AnYes, sir. Right noyiGood to go, pilot. TiieerT:
and moved towards thelData card is in frontooft}
mammot h ramp and clam From his safety scanner
Marty turned towarddaircraft, Sgt Harri sont hreo
ramp, seeing the insi|Georgia drawl AScannenps
t hough he was unshavelcl ear for engine startrbdy
field uniform. The Ar Feeling more nor mal tnhoew,c
ket s. ALoadmasters, you okay do\
Marty touched the off Airman Johnson | ooked at
who are you? What are|sitting, strapped in,ybut
accompanying these melson touched his mic, HAPiI Il
The Army officer mad ACrew, this is the pilot
| augh. #ANo, no not yellist.o ee f
we needed to hurry. o
ARSo, these were your *oR X k%
Look, we have to get an cl
the doors. Okay?o0 The engine start process
AYes, 0 the man repliwhen Wil son switched feryom
dondt need any more olengine generator power . Al
AThat 6s right, Captgwent out. This was f oadrltoywe
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a shriek. The | ights
ALoad, Pil ot. What 0j4
APil ot Load. Sgt

' i ghts went out.
AROkay. Copil ot
cl earance, t hen

UHF One. Ground
| ot of static on

Marty checked his
qgui te
ng

radi o. He hea

someone crink
Marty responded

up the VHF

r d
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Harri son d
moti oned
his | owe
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men hustled to t

ing the chocks w
heavy objects 1in

the front passen
against the et
possi bl e.

ADang it!o he yell ef

together.

The sergeant behi

him. AWhatds wrong?o
AMy hands feel

l i ke i ce! o
The driver | ooked

rear view mirror.
seem covered with

t
APil ot, Copilot.

k fre
t Save UHF One
ked outside at
nose. AScanner

,
—* " TOD IS ®

w 4qo
oOoTCwLwomaom®—>S
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rain. Then he noticed
whereds t hat of ficer 2who \

seat ?o0 1 the

|l rubbing his hands,
d. ADondét know, Sar
e went into the t a}
sergeant considened

> D

ers The pil ot aaked
ting Now, heds gone
nal , he can find= his
go get some cof §eani
) O .
use

With the radios str aioghHze

aft became rightfwobnt
l eared to taxi and tl
Takeoff Checkl i stnosTd
f f e
Marty spoke. ACr ew, ibnegciar

be a standing takeomf

brake release, TakAsgtt
Positioned on the r uknsway

ed the instrument@asr DE
the runway into tdhe ¢
tl es smoothly foowar (
, tweaking two engwne¢
hrust on all four. H e
who nodded at him. Mz¢
sed brakes.
Starlifter, weighing
sl owly gat herdlderstj
noticeabl e at ©bOnest
accelerated. Mar by gt
hand and kept hid got
movidpgaichi aedebklclhos &
engine instrumenasn
airspeed increased,
to respond to his he
i ndicated and neari:-Ht
on top of things faotr
s al ways i mproved on«

Mal |l ory carefull yeiva

g Captain Holl andbs ¢
orrect speed madi st he
ARot ate. O cks

Marty increased backi npgr el
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with his | eft hand, ePacific, far above thksct
come up off the runwamoon, calm settled once mc

Moving his right hafMAC 65065. Marty sipped or
pull ed back firmly wilvided by Airman Johnsgn, Al
thrumming sound, al molspill. He | ooked at thal we
became audible, growijfand the recalcul ated @®9&D
wheels stubbornly staland sighed. Both were cori
gl anced at the engineHe |l ooked at Wil son aead Wwe
set correctly. Airspelintercom. T h e
sound, whatever it wa AnSorry, gQguys. I  donootu dk.n
|l ooked at the rapidly[]l swear it was al mosthaadi
and pulled hard Suddft he ground. Scared thp hel
t hen bounced into theAThe flight controls s&mme
di ately by the mains.|tell you to write it apndr
guit. From being stucjwe say? O6Aircraft seemednt
flying startled him. |6Nosewheel sticks to eunuwt
their positive rate ogood with the maintenaaocd:e
AnGear wup!o heck was that noise? | 0ve

Next to him, Mal |l oryY Airman Johnson wiselyhhan
dl e and, repeating, fAWilson tried to help Bdstet
big round handle to tjAiWell, sir, sometimes B&b&uUT

AFl aps up. o know? Thatds why they pay

AFl aps coming up. Flcoul d have been a transier

AContact Departure. And the gear. 10611 hawee ¢t
copil ot made the calll Marty nodded. fAYes, ionkga yt
cleared departure roulLetds just get this bardyt
could not restrain hiland asked, AWhatoés wrong \

AEngi neer , Pilot. o lIsenior | oadmaster had)usltdae)
to confirm that Sgt Wt he cabin. The
NCO at the panel I ok AfHe says hebdés got a ohead

AWhat the hell was ({(plied. AHe might be choonsien (
didnét want to come uljthing. o d yol
figure the data wrong Marty agreed. fAYes, he d
t hought . ALoadmaster ,lon the ground. Well, we sl

APil ot Load. o him to get some rest. Try

ACheck our weight af Johnson nodded. AYexe si
the sheet. 0 Hi s anger|jdownstairs. He di dndt ntmen
iAWeol I talk at c¢crui selwho was a nice enough guy,

The two NCOs were sif{quirks, I|ike making the j 1
mander 6s agitation. Clgun all the ti me Forr mahl
cool as a cucumber. Bljpected there was somel gort
began checking their || oadmasters to see howtbot
bl amed for whatever hlhim to complain abou t he

woul dndt be on this missi

ROk k% comfort. He | ooked at the

you throw another | og on t
Forty minutes | ater |Wilson? | tdés pretty cz2orl dt hi
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Wil son grinned. The
t heldQQ wer e control |l eq
neer6s station. fASure
coffee coming. o0 He wo
carrying the enlisted

Di smissing the two g
headset, reclined his
AnCopil ot , Pil ot . I 6 m
me in an hour, okay?
radios. o Seeing Mallo
punched buttons turni
get some rest.

From his spot on t hg
Harrison tried to |ig
anyone el se noticed t
back into Hall oween t
acknowl edging doubl e
snorted and | ay down

#

Ai rman Johnso came
from the cockpit and
who had reclined in o
|l oaded in the first p
passenger s. Mil es | oo
smal | pill ow under hi
drab bl anket covering
i nstructor wasnot ser
worried. Wi th no pass
and |ittle to worry a
him a touch, but that
cl ear he hadndot screw
and bal ance issue. He
sound on itiatk ehoafdf bweaesn
down in the cabin He
it b@ftobreame fr onhesom
thouBhobahbBly thedol and

Hi ram picked up the
to read all trip. |t
ACujo.o0 He | iked the
things turn scary. So
sl owly closed while t
chest to his | ap. He

#

.]lof

The cold woke
fused.
ers never thin
opened, he gr a
s way silently
t. Wi thout ¢ onistcihoilt
way past that et
The footinb. wie
hadnoét doaopi hc
robbed wit Manat g

Hi s eyes wr de

Sgt Mi1l en,
iDamn,
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came awake
rcraft
He | ooked to his
pointing at her
intercom button and
0s up? he asked. AH
ut 45 minutes, Jielsl
go | onger, s
in the midd
showed cl
mi |l es ah
we woul dno
rubbed his
the radar s
was WwWrong.
A HmMmmm, wh e
from?0 He reached
radar til
coverage
r t

el

right

an
own heads e
hit tt

guesser
mo ment .
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AEngineer, P
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able to c¢climb to FL39

Marty nodded. fAGood)|

|l ot . NnAre we sti
a climb to FL390. 0

Ji || bl ushed sl ight]

about 13. AAh, that w
radi o has been acting
report a while back a
Not hing but static. o

Marty pulled up fhe

frequency radio. He h
whistling, crackling
And somet hing el se, a
doppl ered up and down
depths of despair He

A Man, I hate HF J u g
Have you tried Honolu

Ji I nodded. fAYes.
HF sets. No contact.
sounded | i ke Mildenha
t hough. 6 RAF Mil denha
Engl and. As someti mes
conditions all owed an
unexpected | ocations,
the world

Marty snorted, @ Wel
much. 0 He gestured t
AAnd webdre not flyin
Engineer, give me cl
Mal |l ory. AGive a cal
telling hem we are
Keep tryin ul
We are wel 0

t S

t he St a

g Honol
| south

t
[
e
es. o

He moved the thrott/

36065 cl i mbed higher

#

Hiram woke up at t hg

power in the engines.
| ooked around. Mi | es

ature was chilly. He figured maybe Miles had gone
upstairs to |Iie in th
be war mer . He yawned,
straightening his hea

AnPil ot , Loadmaster, (

— ot
> C

weat her .
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we cl i mbing,Resqil

was apol ogetic

announced it. Wexkre |

How i s Sergehat HI
hebds asl| eepa Ppsois

would you | i gh. s

Engineer ?0

of yesds answer

Hiram respoadg:¢

he knew thatrc

r deliverihgtt!l

ed the Engi hber

, can you ffve

ltds freezing
engineer shrugged, A
Il got . | t Gbso tphr

al ways come sitiog, |
|l ooked around.uglhhe

the | ower tnew
, as well ,cbut,
the privasygnotd

ay at
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time to do whatever i|di owatsi mg twhe aioi agabta@k p:
there. Coffee forgottl@gnr@anghthealgadd egvenounher st
he zipped up his flighome¢takikeg ,spuange dabhcut | if
gl oves, and sat down,jodelaghstmgblfer wi toh aamkmdst
stuck his right hand |umemrt hat d$emehawmdiacdhmaodit@adi
ed the holstered revod¢hveudswhleeleowt ADumamypyt mipm
He considered pickingnatpi ted sometl hi bgtelsuaedemnl
wasnot in the mood f owi &¢ epAtent Keing,camurdmutil egqrc
and all He nodded of|500nkndts cotle storm had
300 miles and seéamMed t o gc
# could the weather peopl e ¢
mi ssed such a monster, | act
MAC 36065 flew on t jorrouwhpd? owdvred enri ggcht , above
the storm and out of |t cSware twinteh |talht e rwo rhled .l olotk e
Mal |l ory dutifully updkhnhnew hdeshaoaal dI|I seon i aé¢ar I
Navigation units, thatepomgtt hevermoimprshsedwadhen
System, adding waypoijlsitatitdbmtat wihéd m@mouomempt | olHe
attached, would bringcopiel at rguiac¢ k!l vl snwist chiong
touchdown at Hickam A&FBlLedti | | asvaisf belge nwémeg It o
feel out of sorts, slligpodtyamiuskiolutsi, ng r fomo mhfer
bouncing and from | i st @irCiompg |Itod ,t lPa |vwdi.r dHohvo valrie
and static of the HF |r ahild.or§he tmeartieadiacsalilfy sth
di fferent HF frequencdeisndpusomatdhinmg | wcdkng Sh@Ut
t hought about asking |€Ca@itwyimi Hpds agadod o diake Ol
the radi o watch, but |posiwhison hereemporttcr aThe comena:
erds |l eg and by tradiltntoer htatei @gnalotDatoe | fheg, n:
the radios. Worse, shief koewi shef com|l dimétot eed
Captain why she realllgawamé¢gan aavmy dmemendedr a-
di o. She could swear |Soommtl mdevemeestaaclc il mtfao
enough to uncover voilgkRaeyl d€vomatst @at enmasdc h Mae ami d
enough to understand,|thesscamne h&s eelgrl iodr coomr
hension and getting cléeserRi Jghte. vidé cwat wwhaed etdh e
somet hing, wanted herjradadoscometdhomeg.clBuse 1t d.
was crazy, wasnot ittt A@mocdrtrent hi M@l Isoropprde har
from mentioning it Asalal woman, she was super
cautious about the i mad®AMh&ABrAAsAeVI t Adh tex prhalsa
pilots, nearly al/l oflt wéh owo wled ees@inmn@rpownded .t
way was she going to |[bemparei &tolwvpn @asblhihedismdg | lyi
gi r | copil ot who coullfdoé6c!l ss@antdheior | epgeen Ewverl)
di os stunned, dazed by the powe
A cold chill flowed| ddamt y h®ehoelk khios Maady-blsi
flight jacket and he |uagainmiicn giuts hggh tina snicgh, el . D v e
to stay war m. He t h o utgio uigMietodwte absekeinn gs t fHoarc kmdorye
coffee, but his stomaghawasd chturmnhegcapirleatdywh c
With just his intercoandubitiont pelil eden@omhe no
how qui et the crew was A€nrdewhe Pridtohher Elviek ey niet o
way. He st agerderaat @cdc etlnl dNdSKR ol iThhe icropi | ot nodded
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t humbs up sign. MartylfAiWhat, Copilot?0 i's ri
Sgt Harrison was dabb ASir, the storm!o Il 1 ed
fee running down his Marty | ooked out t hetew n
checkli st open beforeand | ooked again. Theg et
mi c switch and responjcloudl ess night sky. Theit
Lord Jesus, what was
AWe must have been | # ty
replied. He punched o
light in front of him Hiram awoke at the lhoeud
warning panel I n fronlaround the darkened cabaw,
sever al red and amberfemergency | ights highosngni't
damage The first thijlnormal cabiniAiWhghteseowkoehe
autopil ot had disconnwondered. At | east theywwae
drifting ff course. |turbulence, which wasegobc
l i ght s. He grabbed thiwhat had been happeninfgl wi
the aircraft ACheck |it was trying to recabkékdsc
AWhere is Sergeant Wijland unr eal Hi ram stood uj
AHere, sir. Scannerqcoming from the rear wtfs tal
whil e back. | told yolbreeze should have besai dc
NCOI C. He was standin ALoadmaster, Pilot. osist-
ing the search for da Hi ram struggl ed backectko ¢
jolt.o Wilson | ooked [for his intercom switah. pt
on the bulkhead next |cold and finally foundnt he
ALooks | i ke webdbve got|feeling dizzy. rcui t
breakers Mostly I igh ALoadmaster, Pilot! o So me
the avionics bus. o Hi ram moved to the | adde
Marty gently moved {the cockpit. It opi
|l ot 6s of f FIight con APi |l ot, Load. Sir, whawh:
about the major systellights are out down here.
Harri son spoke, his ALIightning strike. Aside
guickly around the dolare things down therefclivbhce
his board. dAPilot, En Hiram still felt c¢onnfgu sle
okay. Engines all goojthere with you?0 He sutder
generator s. Fuel systflights at the rear ofoblde
Environmental € Dondét (checking the cargo. | 't e
have pressurizati on, AYeah, the heat 6s o fLfo.ook ¢
we | ost one of the helsounded distracted. nkooWw,
can get it back. 0 report back. You guys can
Marty felt some relithe cockpit door. o
seem too bad. N Good Hi ram reached wup andescelto
those breakers andéo |[the lights from the flight
APiI |l ot Copilot, o0 Miclose in around hi m. Gr abl
AWait one, Copilot!{started moving back towar
ALoadmaster, Pilot.o (aircraft. The going whas e:
waved her hand | i ke alfthen he tripped over bnethe
teacherdés attenti on. anchoring the vehicle behi
Il ntent on his instriystood, the dim emergency I
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from his vision and t
was his flashlight. H
unaccountably tense.
narrow pathway al ongs
flickered just beyond
vani shed. Hi ram hesi't
picked his way toward
open space behind the
|l i ke a | ow moan. It w

AMi | es?0 he yell ed.

The sound came agai!
Hiram carefully place
the vehicle and | ooke
and he pulled free, b
skin He fl ashed his
seeing figures moving
fear, he stuck his ri
and tried to pull out
knocked the flashligh
him ovedrtapedfilcadg fins
in terror, but the so
the engines.

#

I n the cockpit, the
make things correct a
flying the aircraft,
he tried to prioritiz
cCrew. Unbidden, the o
AMaintain Aircraft Co
Take the Proper Actio

AWell , firé&e thionmght

ACopilot, pilot, 0o hyqg
Mal |l oryds eye, but sp
engineer s, as wel | i
radi os. |l need to tal

Ji || nodded i n undeH
aircraft and radios, O
forward a bit and gr a
fly.

Marty continued, A J
The waypoints are | oa
so webre fine. Oh, an

olulu and give them a position report. Make sure

they know we are at F
to stay there. Tell m
ACopy all , 6 came t hgq

ed a bit high, but staemdpngs:
emergency?o0 al one
Marty hesitated, @ NoownWet
Tell them wedve had athiagl
proceeding and wil|l kbepat
Mal |l ory nodded agai nwl yke
i ng on her crosscheckedftt
moving slightly on thetgoonl
Marty unfastened his sho
his seat all the way 3o t1l
faced the two men at 1itchte. e
were | ooking at an opknpat
cluded a complete desedi pt
the aircraft. Sgt Wil sahnr
agram of the electrical system with hisfinger. Spac
Marty caught their atnten
what 6s up guys? How bhdght
Harrison spoke firsti.nghs$S
good, fuel 6s ampl e andl bat
good. Pressurization okay,
really i ffy. And the el oat
| ooked up at Sgt Wil son wl
ACaptain, whatever that
el ectronics. From what | ¢
tal and avionics busses t
son stroked his chin.1 fAtSoor
resetting some circuitantr e
them wondét reset. At I eawt
That got Martyods at tyeonntei
down into the avionicgebay
avionics bay was i mmetduatt
deck, accessible fromathe
down there might get out ¢
fire was every flyer 6yhtni
Wil son nodded bri sklfy tahne
four cell flashlight apdl e
Al 6l 1l be right back. oaHbit
| eaving the door swi nxiilnogt.
hadndét thought of it hhims:eé
Marty and Sgt Har r i snogn icr
their options while waitir
Deep in concentratiohl| .n
| oadmasters. c kam,
act |

#
I SSi C
It took Sgt Wil son otnoloyd
open the access to t hes oauvni
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i mmedi ately smel
various el ectroni

met al racks. There
smoke, though
remnants of so
normally Dbl inki
been an avioni
hel ped as he b
Whil e Wil son
turned to hi
anybody, yet?0
Marty | ight!l
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Awhat 6s that?
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an sat on t he
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ANs and VORs. N o

The Tactical Al
Omni di recti onal

di stance from gr

useless beyond
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Friend or Foe sy
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autopil ot | ooks

Thoughts raced
ing at his watch,

borne for over

am. He | ooked out si
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he

egan
wor ked
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Real scratchy,
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hear d, Mi dway was i n bar et
operational. They didngt ¢
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the sout hwest. Li kewi srpel
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daylight and there wilctihbe
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can make a visual l andi ng.
Keep an eye out and It me
Yanything el se go wr ongtyo

In his satisfacti on raytt hhi

he failed to notice theras
the cargo compartment. Fif
Martyods confidence wais hsahs:
FL39C
# S. 0 ¢
g
Heb6éd been studying a top
Hawaiian | sl ands. He was ¢
identify most of them, gi\
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dl e on the HSI was twntaht
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course for Hawai He L kok\
wr ong. ficat
iWedve got a dual precebe
must have been knockedt btef
Onebs going off |l eft and t
a heading bsdaweaemouthedml 2 d
Il 61l try to res—elarenéonobi.t
put. o The independent ogir
Heading Reference Sysstesmo(
give them a magnetic hbadi
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, Mar t
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| oadmasters! o

ALoadmaster, pilot!s L oac
Sergeant Miles? Airman Jol
switched to the | oud wpesat
compartment and call epgeapgt
| oads had been down thel ee
a |l ong ti me.

AfSergeant Wil son, gol icthtel
Marty ordered, but thel BCC
and was already swingengl g
flashlight in hand. Heysbe
ner6s intercom cord anHtad:
seats, then opened therdot
Empty. Swinging the fl ashl
he moved aft. What had tbse e
deck was absolutely fthgrc
flashlight and | ookedgaf ot
dl e of the aircraft. Hbost

The entire vehicle, the
and half of the pallet in
were covered in thick, whi
yfrom the ceiling | ike -a fc¢
fl oor was covered withemce
vehicle, Sgt Wi lson coatdr
i ce continued all the way
pressure doors, though he
upper portion of those st
reminded him of somet hdag:e
tunnel hedéd once gli mpsed
Antarctica. The wunheated t
store things which we ryeinnogt
broken machines, buil df og:
After a |l ong winter, ever)
joul e of heat had been suc
| eavi ngoasefedstdead pl ace.

And that wasnoét all .ryA w
wafting into his facehabkel
possible. The aircraftjpre
air from front to back. |t
rel eased through outfl ow \
bul khead of the cargo comj
feel the heat | eavi ng:vhersy
advancing toward him.yAngd
well . A | ow, uneven, gapt arl
wind through a graveyatdst
moan came and went Wi | sor
frightened than he hadThee
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Sel
fra
coul ¢
abo

AnScanner ,
commander
Wi | son
He felt
But h e
nPil
of w
airec
vehi
I n hi

pil ot!
sounded
knew he

at a | os
had t tr
ot ,
d i
t

S
0 y .
scanhner . Uh |
ce covering
|l tds coveri
t It ds ver
concent
to make sense of what
pilot. Where are the
ASir, | dondt know.
t hem. I think they ha
Confused, Marty trié¢
get to them?090
The response was
mysel f. | 6m going t
Harrison down here?
Now, Marty was thor (
and | eave the enginee
Wil son was dead cerf
us t go aft, it go
And 'l Leroy t bri
axe.

eir
r af .
cle af .
S seat,

cet

0
0
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0
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I n the cockpit, Ma r t
|l ook at Sgt Harrison
conversation. Harri so
now, Boss?o0

Marty pursed hibdi.l
solid man. I f he
sounds | i ke the |

ARSergeant Harr.i
Sergeant Wil son
on. nOkay, open
much fuel do we
Harrison spoke

000

B f
says
oads
son,

sai d?
t he f
have

soft |
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wn

= O ~ ~+
o =

the dar k. rcr a
n?o
# one.
t he
Wil son had retreated awa
and turned as he hearxmeHasr
AnHey, Leroy. o t of
AWOsup, John?0 Harriastonbi
friend and saw the ice. 0:
happen? And whatos t hatty ntc
spooky, dondot it?0 nner ,
Al dondt know about the
You think maybe we hawned a
somet hing?o
Harrison | ooked dubi ovweu
seen a reading on the pance
val ve Unl ess the | igdhytnirt
This is one messed upndi By
Wil son nodded in agr eeme
worse. This frost or what e
He rubbed his fingers ovel
pall et next to him. YU wa
ASo, whereds Miles and hd
asked. Crasc
Wil son grimaced. ADonot
somewhere aft of that vehi
and wal ked. They sure ainf¢
Harrison squinted at the
best go see, dondét you? H«
t his?o g to
Wil son had thought asbko ut\
than you, so 106l try to o«
try to knock the ice from
Theyodére all froze togestsher!
the other. Sound good?o0
A Man, not hing about this
okay, |l etds go beforehée Wt
Patting his friendds Horwn
boxes of the nearest pall ¢
over the vehicle. I t swars.
muni cations van with fohd:eé
was an open section ahouin:
high between the aeriglsaorl
used his big flashlight t
from his path. 1 a
Harrison approached st hnee:
tried to move the fol dednt
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but couldndédt. The web
and ice, stuck togeth
hand against the van,
with the axe. |l ce sha
first seat came free.
outer bul khead and hi
moaning sound seemed

On the top of the v

his way aft. He keenl
vehicle through his t
strength from his arm
came over him as he Kk
away from the edge of
Leroy still chopping

arm with the flashlig
van. Suddenly, his ar
down Someone used it
a puffy, swollen, bur
at hi m. He screamed.
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MASTER CAUTI ON | ight si ogmt
fogged andr sitvo
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aircraft empdedc
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Scanning thel wdr
N |lighevellt
di fferent doors Qgnit
h one was open. N «
y had to descend,
ed the others on |
pull ed all four th
he nose over. He t
entially speed br e
and bottom of the
ush the nose over
toward the ocean
eedle on the Mach
aircraft maxi mum
om t he mask, he \
onol ul u. He t houc
ck but knew he ¢«
hout oxygen bott]l
ness would be abc
e minutes to reaf
around ten thous
oul d see scatter
ri ous And no | ¢
i nutes | ater, pass
ing up on the nos:s
He continued do\
o a steady 320 |
up and | evel ed ¢
cloud | ayer, k e e
icker | ower, b ut
to Il ess than 2
eckoned s pesetdo cwk:
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Marty could stildl hea
the blind.

He took off his oxy(
do the same. Her eyes
The air was breathabl
breaths puffing white
had risen and they we

Marty hated what he
said. She didnodét resp
waving his hand in fr
have to fly the airecr
have to go back and h

ANo, Jill said. AThaq

AForget the radios,
can wai't I have to h
them. o

Jil'l stared at hi m,
fly. They need me. Th
unbuckle from her sea

The aircraft bounceoq
cloud Marty correcte
sai d AYou stay here
stop <hiahldedndut she t
felt the nose dip and
bitter cold and the <c
breeze.

nOkay, Jill, you go
bottles with you. Ma k

Eagl e dSAvogal a K S

Find the crew and
stand?090

Ji ||
ed
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comel ol t
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Marty vyell ed
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he spotted
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No sign of trauma. An
human remains they ha
aircraft.
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mar ket to actually pa
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hundred CDs, all diffeeetft
coll ection or somethihga I
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the stacks all wrong, hanu:
hold it up and | ookedhr sal
made with a kidoés bl uBt mor
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too friendly with peopheof
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whol e damn business. PReogl
copies of Il egitimate 11G&Dsb ot
mate music store are ®8ctme
feeders so far as |1 0m benece
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and try to double the numi
this year Yea, says Ing m




Eldritch Science

Page Twenty

pirates t
thieving

punched

just taint
butt s, and
the better.
Wel | , anyway, I
di spl ays set
guy is still
out , more or
it without tw
Al most nobody
which causes
potenti al prosperity
Gina has started sc
not hin unusual t her e
checki out what new
stocki t hi we ek, |
the o gi ve
proba be aro
want to
musi ¢
I say
and | see that
voted to the
ham, that 6s
l i ght goes
NnStoney
rockabi
and si X
iYeah,
eighties

u
S
I
i

me S o0ome

I
b
t a

i rate.
he

g
n
n
d
I

0
p

says Hi
al most
music of
t he ol g
on in t e
Gr ah am, i SN
nd countr
o | ask.
and on into
too, 0 he rep
I |l ook cl oser, and
the front of the C
younger, a whol e
ANo kidding, SO YyOu(
Graham?o
Aln person. You
To be honest, I
unt il aw t he
bered musi c.
year s, S ome
od He was
second
Hi s songs
l yrics, b
pack and h
I picked up one of
membered a few of t
aper Promises Donoét

d
h

1y
ti es?”
1

f
on
wa s

pr ol
nev ¢
di spl
He h

o

{

o D

no
C

for Fool i
dropso, a
was covers
songs, many
I also | o
CD: Sto
ck and
seshoe
i eved.

ASo, o |

yoursel f?0
nYep,
stack
| ousy
i Do
y ou ust
iBot h. We
di stributor
now. Il 6 m wi
do those cl
Engl and f ol
No, I di d
out fit befo
ARThey

t e
bl a
hor S
r el

h
I

0
e

empty
j ob o
you

do |

-

r

not
breaks?
and a

O WO C o
nw —O0
(@] o
®» O @~
Q =

5

whit e

Maybe
sai d,

j ust

have

canot

do | i

@8Pr ct
ohber

Aroundo,
oupl e of
of other rockat
of which were
oked at t hey.r eTlcl
ney Grahamf MuBh
drawnapi st
banneof f I
the guy ws¢
Afyou per odu
nd.

getting i ktds
cartons undeert
it i s

contr acatys Oow
fl ea manket
o b e hdoonnebst
al moguyr
nwood Ri \
count rtya br
k pl e. 0s ar ¢
nét know. | 6QIr an-
re. I it t
seem to push
bi g chaiwmngs wc
known, antdeybi
have hits, or
try sell i negartlt
about record
do bett exh otthoe
probabl y wo uwhder
ecord shows | ef
swaps either.
show wonét be
Il t hought:2aldb. do
nNg i n someitmoanle
cartons st emerl
I ve s hocwsar t
0 | asked. De@&he
|l ternati vewasc
rth t
b et hanbilc
or e. | bve:
the finge
mu chg ha, b
easel 0l
ageot he

Yy .1

haped

f

do
I,
S,
t h
as

t
but
l ro

sic

peo

e

-
C

Love to

y
n

QD

m
d
d

OO0 S W’
o O
DT TS

o)
e to
t my




Eldritch Science

Page Twenty-one

it used to

s-gnu y eldi md s@
I f 16d been

have probably
tés the way i
t about i

strong
best. o
wi st ful
I wo u l

as
He

i ng mo
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Comput erd Mmnagloam K. Sccqojt
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ide back |l ater on.a. H¥«
|l ve years ol d, dent md ¢
h a faded and sl igbwl yc

e drove up Grafton tSet rhee

Route 140 to the east,
Mill bury | ine. | made
way he was goi ng.»>uln ddsi
out there. We didnot t
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with a bunch of ol d t

house needed freshifpai
veway was al most abk Bbr
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eading the way aroundt a ¢
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ht Beyond that on the

and there the | i ghvtel nye




Eldritch Science

Page Twenty-five

The place was neat|l
reel and cassette tap
pl ayer s onhiagh owogr kw abi ¢
along most of the far
duplicator was on a s
wal | . I't | ooked a | it
thing he had purchase
and crystal cases wer
right wall

I n the center of t hyg
table, with 220 volt
and gold tipped ol d s
|l eading out, was what
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with dials, switches,
oscillating sound wayv
|l ever that reached fr
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either side of the | e
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paint was ol d, chippe
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|l ooked ol d.
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barn wall anyway. So hle sc¢
point . |l guess he haduga Wt
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Edi son | ab for bendi nxa btyo
they thought was a cr akkpc
out of Western El ectracmet
him the funding he neetded
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they did fund some puokdr e
al ways |l ooking for pradedc
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to know how this i deaye eovle
could be turned into samdt

Al can see their poinngt .
did he get to this?0 orwat
|l ooking it over more dl bhe

AThat | do not know. fHoer




Eldritch Science

Page Twenty-six
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Thatds electricimgcl
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ACorrect. 't wor ks iann dr e
machine. And ®gDUuUOc«
sound comes out that f
wait a seconds; bne

mono, right? But vy«
machine can play. bAa
racks at onaoaBt
ateral knbbstht

s ma l shift knohs
AnThat screen theoael
ncoming, and thereds
So | can get ysupe
itds a | ot o€r wor
nized i s enougl

y a cheerful thou
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e copyright fre@&he
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suddenly showed awhlaott
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NnStoney, | know so. rlrsentt

Can you give meea
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ce. 't ran for ye
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whol e round worl d, onlas radio broadcasts. of ¢t
half hours shows exi s As | say, It took tirnee.nc
very good sound eithedown, slotted the timentart
|l etds hear a Baby Snoland when he pushed th949|(
Of course it wasnoét |was telling us t hALEOM:aA twhae
year was carefully cl|-A, Bul ova Watch Ti me 9SW$F
properly targeted, th/Brice as Baby Snookso.be f
directionally. This tjit to the workbench in tir
|l had another thouglrecorder. 2mber
my high school scienc And then, my God, whrati nag
around the sun, the wence! 't was one of tharhbt
around the hub of thellife. Here was a BabydShhbe
gal axy is whipping al|jstart to finish, withcthbel
pl ace these sounds weland with sound as crisp ar
probably ten million |[youbve ever heard Thenmac
Sspace. How can that minto the electric curygent:
|l ocation where the sofl ose any of the frequmadg
with all that going ohave to curb when the si gt
Stoney just shruggedas radio waves into trhiet yai
maybe? Man Il sing ro I was in heaven. EvebnerSxn
| dropped out of highlhad never really heardean
general science class|liked it. He | aughed whmo:
right about sound bei The tape recorder wasi nst
wall s and stones nearfshow finally ended. rom.
Maybe the machine jus AMan, that was real Ity ogfr
brick walls or somet hfiHow about | move it utupwat
| was turning that dJanother one?0o0
Stoney played with di He di dndédt have to t wiasitne
that getting the | ocalone week forward, oncanthe
|l atitude readings wasland year were establibhed
bracketing the frequeBaby Snooks was on theract
equi pment originally |Jof comedy. oderr
science had it all ov We finished up that Dsohcow
Rell sing originally blplay with the machineengai
| ocation searches areSnooks, Ralph?0 he asked.
servers, SO once Ston A No, |l et 6s try sometehiang
concert took place, hlvoice from the door wayer Wt
get the exact | ocatiosurprise. There was aofal
double dials, and he |at the opening, dressed Tt
He was going to firqand nicely creased t ajyets]lte
exact position for Honoticed, me anyway, whbscht
where the Baby Snooks| holding in his hand, . pBut
told him he should ju I was the first t o scpaetaike
Worcester; -Aheadld WQ@you?o
Grafton Hill, since t ANot somebody who waonwss ¢
the phone | ines to ealjcomedy programs. You, ©Ghal
|l ocal station ran it |machine setting over dtoat ¢
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direction indicator
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guy wi th a [ ¢
want is for you to tu
dat e, and this | ocati
demonstration, or
He sure made an i
was hard, vicious,
sheer . knew, and
creep ul dnét hesi
eit her f us 1 f Sto
AYou got i mi ster.
rolling cha and beg
|l ever and t knobs.
ti me.
AnJust
up, i f

=

d
I | 6
W o0 t a
0 ne
t

ir
h e

what am | sup|
l 6m not being
ANo, youdre not. I
conversation made fro
at exatchilryt ysitxhi s eve
rattled off some freq
use.
Stoney played with t
few seconds. i OK, it
AWhy, turn it on Mr
| et ds hear what the m
guy, ands nniilse sgnoetere v e
meaner | ooking.
The machine came
clear, came out of th
sitxhi rty PM. This i1 s 3
test . Graham and anot
at abdgutf tfeieme t hi s aft
thru the basement. I
working on the machi
arrival in the same
The man smil ed, a
umph. fAExcell
ction sheets
e, where are

o

t o

n
p
ré
of t
i nst
ma c hi

r
r

i en
u y O
n t h

AfHow do

you know abonuitt yt

about anyway?o

The man smiled againStoh
sheets please. o

Stoney didndédt move. afThe
raised his pistol agaed. al
ABetter get dédem Stonepehil
must have been hidingoathte
guite a while. o

NnQui te correct, Mr . Reéeyn
sheet s, Mr. Graham. o0 dayao:

ABut why do you wantféeodr er

BLAM! Another bul |l etf fpiucti
l 1ttl e portable casse:ltete 1
just to Stonybés |l eft.eThht
recorded the Baby Snopkth:e
undoubtedly ruined, albhbpi

Stoney was stunned. aHed.w
to say something or t hhee | ¢
Stoneyds arm or somethi fig.

ACand6ét you figure itg Stho
going to steal the machi ncg
kind of spy. Hebds goi npg ctke
government, and they 8tobagae:;
i n on confidential ¢ onvpehro:
make a few hours after hhbe

AVery clever, Reynolds, 0o
AExcept wedbre going tpheant
i nstruction sheets, not dc¢
feeling very altruistihcerat
pegged the plan just about
kind of advantage knomndng
your enemy sent by tebtekhe
ed radi o would mean I k nc
woul d make very generous
devise |ike this. o Y

For a moment ever yboedxyacjt
| ooki ng at each other .o Sthe
to the work bench andopstel
fol der .

AMy associate i s runntion gt
Mr Spy Sl i me. AHe texted
me a few minutes ago. But ,
| see you have the f oa dsemmi
notes in them, l 61 1 h@thes:t
pick up that machine, thntdl
|l 61l take the folder. o Ver
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bad. But

up not
Stone
i He

h e

ti e
gunman.
id not
us up
us. I n
machi ne
truck or

hen
h e
I d
tie
of
h e
or
i n

® O @ O

I coul dndét think of
i nstructions.
machi ne. Stone
over to me.
out of i1dl e
machi ne?b9
positioned
bl e.

c

t he
eynol ds. I
fan. Wh e n
CD recor
in 1963,
bootl eg co
ul | stereo
Graham here.
concert tapes
have found a
have | been di
seconded tha
machine was hea
| ooked.
I deci
gun
ci de
t he

(0]

h
a
d
3

uni que
he must
AnBoy,
mentally
The

~+

h
a
d
m

<

iLoo

3 +0o =
® — 5 o0
3(‘00.@%*‘*0—-0
: » o< ~

b e
- = c
— o
= QO
(o= N
- O O

I wa
pull ed
t wi ce.
a bull
donot
mi ssed
the ro
ma k e
h i

| W a
rai sed
gun,
came
guyos
and t
ki cke
d

I | o
side.
he sai
ifYea

, 0 |
Then
he say
Wher e
iDon

it

f
the op
nosed

tive d

a
m back

wh en

k screeched,
will lTook |ike
ed a coupl ereo ft rf

sounds of bbhAobt

out! o |

b
C

Guy froze inldeser
orbs suspennted
waste much ti tmeol
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fl ea mar ket .
He had been
ti me. That 6s
each separate

ti me
mar k
may b
Or ,
t he
hi s

pass.

when
wer e
ma c h

Stony

on t
mi | |
pl us
t hey
whi c
That
mor e
cur e

Pl

of a

t hem.

di

I
was
up t
l ong
best

Jo
Th
t he
vani
ever

us

Qa
e

number
eting and it
e even some
he coul d

government,
concert CDs and hicselnhe
I't wasnodt a veryahat
he mentioned the #tame:!
willing to fronts &t
i ne. wh o
y had snefnisrer
he price. He tol dedert
i on bucks, paid out o0\
S 0me -dsionrkt poaft ernitnkbyt n s
ever got the machhad
he seemed t t hndk

was my op i

than enou
the rest
, he got
CDs

s the of i | beg:
added wup
jail ti me.
sel | t hee wmoar
and they \

actuall

h o] \
o] t i gf
t k P O ¢
h D ne

n
0
[ .
h e

or O @
O T O

i n
gh
of S
to keep t
[ wi t h
o]
ne
of

to pay
eBvast mpntwlt
s ome oafd thhc
pl ayevennrt
e hadem@n:
pi ck what
S (
e I

i stened to
a damn good
hose tapes
career and
performance
few of th
ea mar ket ,
good. You
i ke i1t.

h

on aBach
CDs at
and ? 6Av e
oughoneoi
a r i
d
Carver ofevBa
M|sunder§&nodc

by
Graham J.

n

O u

e _WOT
Dar{ romg

of Bar zoon, tycu
Love whom yohu mm
of this plhbhhnagt
e, marooneti he
O not doubande

rver
True
godde
shed
wer e

S S
r ac
( d




Eldritch Science Page Thirty-one

for | ove)l arwdiumg cawaask
purpose. The honeyed ween
your | ips divided to I
while she cradled you d s he
popul ated an empty wo
l'ts seas were model g I ts
bogs on your bile. Th hackeé
through came from you pl air
you traversed, from vy sl ugce
you battled, from you e
steeds you rode, from i ors
|l ed to blood and gl or kKing
their destiny; the pr your
daughters; the Transf 'y t he
seat of your pants, a ave )
not wondered why they e?)
The caecal dungeons
regul arly woke in and ospit
wards, where your =eye i vor )
swordpl ay were switch ar e,
mounted and heal ed, | you,
in the Museum of the
The Darkened Lord af( 3
is yourself, enthrene I n
Priests are your own. Pl eac
be seated. She'l| be Oops, b JFossreg cStanc hez
|l nconceivabl e asphyxiation, terror She
By she could. Miralie's bedrc
. . clearly mal e. Both were a:t
George Philllies di stance which suggested t
_ definitely not be wel come.
Pamela Morgan driftd imes she missed the 2obvj ¢
awareness. |t was thelyreyjous boyfriends hhbBNhY
Kronos's largest moon pam |ooked back at her d
bedroom windows. at a computer screen and 1
She had worked far thaper. The evolution %" %t
Now something had awalj y||jng herself back towar
What? She heard only¥sijght, telepathy, hearjng:
breaking waves. No, bprototypes eyespot t oD BB
strangled gasp. A burfigcked in the rigid gPPH
University Security. lawake again There was _an
She hated to spy Oonf|iaple of references. 'Thie
know she watsheay teil®malyhich one she couldn't qui
tel ephrarhyscruples sti|pjssing. Darn! she gr%anec
sound repeated. What stayed up half the nigﬂttf
death? Now fully awaklf g herself this was9the
probe, searching only ons




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-two

sl eep. The 1| i st
days whil e she
had to do was t
i somet hin
Whi ch sen
eyes wer e
i Vv ual w
I

|

- a

i d
ed. The
t was v
slipped
at th
be wri
gl eam
visib
above
of refe
snapped on
from bed
on t he
wi t h
She
be
umn of
senses:
magnetic field
fromathat € n
t he
al |
and
The

e
t
e
I

t

d
e
a

w
a

S

Confeder at
t her el Ever
put out the
original
ro
S

p
ug
en

C

I t h
a ut
un

S SToMT TTQ
®D®>So0QO0 T
WS WO —tQTo
TV O OIS
OCMPQT S S Q3
S—II—F- ~ -

O+ —_

" OVWTLYMWOK

—>5 —oo

®» oo~

Vision respond
what fields we
al | was wel | |
notes on how
vaguely | egib
back at her .

It didn't

worl ds

0
s e
0
g.
s e
t oo
or ds.
gap
ery |

f se
ar ch
fildl
Fum
had
bl

h
a

back
desk
en on
i n th
, was
nd bel
rence
t he
, her
vb o d e
suppre
as wor
sl eep.
entrie
i ght,
det ect
spa
on. Re
ything
Il i ght
| an f
h her
ses wh
hemi ca
s h

a

(

ed

® >

fiwv

aga
me

t

t he
em of f
senses
counted

oD T 0
M = S

BCD'U)UT

0o

O IO O

[P

me mo r
0 uol cdu ss
as hel
tdhel

l'ittl e
of her,
when she
counted
finger,
The tabl e
four finge .
Triumphantly,
and, drunk with
hands. Then she
her nightgown r
sheets. She tri
musedly wonder.
stretch sil houet
Four fingers and
against four ua
thumb. She bl k e
i nsults at her.
Her e s he -rvaase,
Confederation's
to count on her
on the |l ights
as confused as ever. s. |t
Perhaps, she thoughtt,o pbee
el aborate nightmare. She \
was a terrible gap in the
t hat i sappeared whenemer¥
was, ut that would nofi dl
gaze f the Faculty. vy, Ve
Suddenly, she recogmidzed
[ i heci

, s he

- oo ~h~—" oo

”w 9 O

hshg

eq 1y
i n d,
sat ufdiernstt a't
| eadi nogn ,Ur
fingempl e:
and stagger.i

d
b
0

~+ = 0o —
- —+
ey —— w— —

i n,
er pal mseagat
ughts of her teatn |
of mental disaolpld.i
nd cont a-ed o zve n hallag ehrme
species, came into play. ¢
computeeorder. She | i st drnhee

nw o




Eldritch Science

Obedi
juxtaposed

j ect

"Put

n -
=S om0
® VD — W’

t
h
t
p
c

o 5O
CT ® — O

e
n

The

sat i
number
cour se
entries.
computer
t her-e farte@epi c s .
t her-e fasrdleo’pi Cc s .
"four
topi cs
t he mach

The

Any

"Very

er' s
own .
your

Recognition
confusi on,
at the
mesd mbndeongher.

t hat

want
She
not hi

sion

matter
cared

mor e

speak
ot her

par e
She
bed,

Page Thirty-three

ompl-ewermpub
we he s
friendshi urvive thi
whi ch
Somebody
Knowi
her se
.[Ther e
enough

notice

wor k.
everything
[ geksd
hardl gwb

she p
ohet

"Five, "
Count!
."Four .

= —h

o

hesit at
bed, -Yyeu-#sanhwgoi ng
topics

mputer

t hor ou n

- o<~
— o< o~

——~ O Q

evolutionary
utionary

asked
knows
good.
version
"Now go

peaked
rawl ed

through

sweat .

repllay \
runni

dazed
sentence.
sense
coul dn' hadn'
unf ami
amat euri sh
gener al
Compul si on
| earned

Now,

suspected
sbionl gtl ewiltehvoi unt
from where whe
coul d
t aken

remembered
energy.

-screens
attacked,
vigor

geases
way-bt adpaugge
mes hes

tried,
suici de.
create. shower
about
order s
names

names

oo ~@Q
50O T 0 Q
So—~—~W0wo =0
Q o

> S
3
Q@

eakfast
stayed
ust omary
ur ned
archi t ecehtaurree,d amabno om

O o<
Qo o9 —
SO0 Q =

mar ched
found
anticipation.

t hrough

her sel ri end

QO TS —™"TDT
<< OO0
QJ_"‘BCB_"CO

1cyo u |

€
L
(
f
t
[
E
€
€

co«:‘éﬂ

0
9
e
B
h
I

d
h

nwo ™

¢

- SO0 SO

cam
usnmani sd t
tel epatt
ant ecec
antecedémhes’

t ou eh earr
rememben.
ther e

had |
hi ghl
swheed ¢
kti |1 i

it ac

rreea |

ed t
¢

andild-et

mal |

0 nn yt ohnes
her gasge
ended
interactspeal
MpP C O e
wit hehcte
heart.

basbe




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-four

couldn't i magine that
interested in the fin
Pam watched his mind
friends often had str
Pam made sure they (
direction. With tele
know how others saw

tranquility,

never | o$riehdsribon
Not that she was int
Mi natdoni nd contact
perspect.i
of which
compani on
told her

p

_ y

me a-ma hgs
e

e

— —

n : peo
t, whi c hs tleuerlk e
c @&tyehi ng curves.
|l i stened politel
ur di-tslc-lusgletd dra
Ai farc-+ts h & ta watl h-a ni
drives had virt
f
a

u

[ they were bas

i cal principles,
tthetrn ght dri ves. Pa

L sf oeut ncdheedd ,f atrh o

e equally empi
m ynami cs.

Pam spent the rest (
bedr oom pri v atoes ibgh
sorting th
ol at ed

— > ST ®— OT
OSSO T O o< TTCo

S
an
er

—

® DO
<<o
®=-®®d®3 3 00>
o —
~C—™T>S0OODOOo>

® QT o
SS05T O

_.>,_Fm§_c‘_._§__|_,_f_.

3
3

>S5 QT ® — T O
"o T <O
s~ ~F0OTH®
— 0 -
® o

o i B BN O Bl B o}
¢

8

3 -

—

o @
+ 0 < O N
oOoToToaoSw

&

nhael r

0D T oCcC o0

>® D® 00
>

ST o

deducing pr
tivmensuming. Th
bed of <cl i ng
overgrow a grea
i sts of starshi
around on
surreal it ca
met a h

t
. .g’
reci pien
up h e
ut new X
atterns o
c

ntirely n
equi
al en
nd a

o

TS X033 SO0 ™To®

never
S 0 me-@snoeme
had
nconspicuous,

he
t
h
|
|
i-
u
r
a
h
h

t he
t he

Rooting geas f r omvahser
eci se | dmst
e bi ndis&g
mb i

i deas

- ®d® n
(¢]

ndi n

For

QT T T~ T T

_.,_,
o <
3
=]
o

wer
one oerstt\
deseé minig g
in hi :
| ogastj
ui et ent
et es mby

- = S 0T W0 on
OO MDD -
—Bc o ——=
1
S o0 W”W&Bc a
S unon

_.Cﬁ
ST O MWOMOK DO T
S
o

o n -0 = —

5

g was
bu-mgakew
believe

recogni
she hac
-gdouep this to he
much of the | ast
remai ning |
active ebpmmi
A pactal l
starshom s
or's | aw. Sheer eac
and boyfriend. Fi
was often trouaok
re they woul d |
hem very gently
They-bwamda , b etxlac
been. Pam put
gal ow compl ex. cSome
part of the popul at
some worespbeldme

she
wh at

Her

spent

small but
d reason.
i ng on

—“CDCD::O(/J@*XCD
c o ~oc—~@T oo o
ST oToO® - — oTo
D -ToCcwoosQTNT

-5 O oS oD® — 3 —
D~ S QAo




Eldritch Science Page Thirty-five

A few were fellow tellfenjoyed each other's <co
scan had the same bl oplatonic basis, and had
Suddenly she felt vdqregularly for several vy
shields s tight|bunganadwes' guestions as
f

e

c

t

a

=}
C T

| acewor k ng forlwould be seen at break
noticed onnai sfevening. When she phohn
bl ocks i [ [ [
irritate
could it
Center, t
anything
never ter
styl e. That'
Two faces came to miBesi d
al ways good f-eorr a ucnocnty ou,
hour was approaching.|put a
Confederation away, ajunt il
he own affairs. Stil h
f o bl undering into d
mi appreciate a pi
Be gry Dragons". S

ics than Pam. B
t et -ohiinndk, muisnidn g
s. Pam had neve
epared a

D

T OO ~"T "~ T
-~ so

O —8 oo

resting puzzle
ighted to pay h
d why?while she describe
fpeodeircaq " Let me restate ,
the neel"You say that everyoner go.l
y subtl emi ibd ocks and can't t hatnkt |
unreasonabl e. Why \
Pam, when yowndf ir
you really coul c
ck on me, sohehat
|l osed my eyeswahl
(
[
(
(
F
[
I
[

h
n
d

N O —
o=
CA TN (A P\ g ——— emmw N TN

= — ODUT

o x

—o 0

N ORN
— o -

—+
0
(7))
=y

c

o work hard am' d
'"re about assgoa
u''ve ever meHer @
ed-yon' dveegdnmbr
than there adeh
hi de somet hing |
Hi s fingersostos
"t want to sayndi
hard to accepw. I't
0] " know." Her head s, anakn.
elwho did it, or why, oknbw
t once. Percy |l ooked up, eyes br
document, wilobvious way. Il know yed d«
a times. The Imy mind, but you can.)aArmd
o be tcrlamdgmirt taglbl ocks. You named a forbi
h priority. Panhear you say anything. chtar
d needenmdpus suveal-bi ndi ng, I mi ght be abl e
write her paper; now Pam staredl iappé&dm, Shiecgdn.i
ot her coul d spe#dcomagm much to risk hurting I
never s-ebeuntedPatm s b ud g had already asked for
I ai
sur

Q = =
nw +~ocCc —+~00

DC ~+T=
sdf<<ooo D@ ®

®

(@]

o

<

o

-

B .
@
pa ~+@Q

® o3
OS50S o
- — o
8o
S~
o
)
-
Q@
o
- —
oo o —
S
Q
0T 0D 0<
S o< To< o

o~os
O oS5 O
TCCoOomCoOcCcoOm®m T O >S

o]
e
Il i mi ted. Finally she te to comp n about . whe
y. You're e now?" she
pe that he reconsider .
They were of a height. S
n the -hlace,epeeepeerin i
rown. There was onl yub

|l ock, the one she haga
asked, meanwhile bd
cing him to hear hee
current term paper 1T

i
d
a
u
# d
Percival Summer s wa {4l
[ n as a good comp|b
or take to ala
a deeper r e|s
t f

casual ac
reveal t hat|m

[
| 0
a

-~ ® T O

g
d
d
5]
d
B

('D—I—Fr—f—h
S O =
CcC SO X0
Q O —

> DO o
© s TTQ®
A P - g

t e
j us
t o




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-six

evolutionary- aptepaté

" Why, there aren't.
sl ackened. He fell ah
by surprise that thei
could catch him.

Her mrmomdes reveal ed
was i n shock. Hi s hea
was too | ate to call
|l east technically, de

Hi s psyche began to
l ending him her stren
she could force anoth
used her talent to |
nervous system drove
l ungs, two sets of bl
through his mind-bolgis
di srupt the structure

Her arms shook. Taki
had never come very e
needed very fine phys
unfamiliar, decidedly
time, she had to perf
It wasn't reasonabl e
barriers, and hadn't
their efforts to kil
much more fragile

It took an hour to |
of that time Percy's
little toward keeping
demand on her own str
reali zed, that 1instea
be dragged under with
He peered vaguely wup
idly from his mind. S
exhausted, her hand r

He finally broke t hg
you asked, and what h
t hough | saw it all t
Everything became ver
my heart stopping. I
heads, and | passed o
moment s. "Now | see t
their absence Al 1l th
coincidences, not at

"1 wish I '"d kept qui
I n fact, | did kill -y
but you could feel th

" To

ilcuri ous?

imaybe

"Wasn't that dangerous f
take over my body sf gra
controlling somegnbket
"1t wasn't that har de "s hse
shaking r the strain. ¢
notice. "B es,sdauwuahia!
responsi i | coubdnlt
my fault, had towhsi:Ht
wer e awful bborn about
"1 didn't have to be cur
| amel y. osi s,
"You?" asked i n ogw esel
For your sorhatbt
breathing. " of
"By experiment, for tme
considerably more natur al
smiled at his joke. "WeITEte
respect . " 1y
"Among others. Ummh, som
said ooner," she said ap¢
coul dn't -wwehrayt -vaenldli tHdeoaavnee vy
ment a secrets as private:/
ke. .. ummh, it's noth whe:
but I '"m not good enoughsuturt
He sat wup. Their f ac,esPew
"You know," he said, "Abol
al ways thought you'd ‘'h anvoes
Ki-sbsut | hadn't meant di tr ast
a | augh. feel
Percy | eaned forwar de., Fsol
very still she
done
# I ng I
f a,
on her
s e pwahraz
t,sobl i
to spotk
ve be
TP C ap pclkieedd

t hat

om
e h
[ i
S0
S

~—+
c —< @

she

as
b

S
n
I

Pam and Percy sat
back into careful
were | ost in thou
surf as they trie
uncovered.
"Suppose the
so they matured with yew?’
Zinor's Law is universat.
federation would geas'tts
Senate Ethics Committee wi
Il " m judging fr onedt hye
[---tvhee hneoatrhde r o ft atkhea
the brunette whoakl

Iy
gh
d

me mber
your s,




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-seven

stunningly pretty,
could we persuade
copy us -bamad nmihred r
Someone woul d
for one. Besi des,
some he
cooperate.
think we can'
you?"

A modest bl ush
tried. Barl ennoi
with oxygen
|l ess One, once.
Ti mel ess Ones were
myt hi cal "1 donwe
i ns i

t

He
t

toi
do

ts
e time. But |
I Si |l ver-mihety
make consci ou
tel l .
"Perhaps
ment on t evol
pigs had wi
"s dirigibles
can't see
APer haps somet hi
don't have the p
Why? | f you coul
problem," he sai
"1 f you wer e
mi ght not want
perhaps it's an
when a | ot of i
one dominating
species techni
explains some
"But why psi
There are no
anywhe
have e
Col or
must h
man ne
ot her

t he

he

evol ut

vol vddeirre'’
vision was
ave been i
eded natur al
speci es. But
make very sure they
that their screens
somet hing. Thatwiwoe

a

a l

h

WA
cheat .
we
Barl enno-l,ett hae
paused
commun

ng e

n

at mospher
Perc

S

)
mi ndspace,

ir ag

S

bl | aowc kr se
uti on
ngs,

how,

enor mo.

eV

re-sitmckemamamal s
e ool

r

ntrod

t
[

e

o

c

n

D — =~

o

e

e
f
W,
a
d

ma d e
Pam.
"
right.
bands.
screens.
any band.
each word

t h-ev ebrlyo cdkasn g er ou s.. BRuvt
es t
know. Especi a
Mo st -foern tcaald ‘Gsthess, e eg |
Bands that go ei ght
But | can throw &
At |l east, ahwgabt
Sshe soundedahes:
"There might be a more o
once we've thought abiweuvte re
do," said Percy.-1"lhalvenet t
t wo moamptlhasn eatf,f st arti ngTitnoe
Pam, do be careful | THe mi
He stood, hugged her ft hal
and | eft.

know, I

X1 st
ng

day found Pant oa
Gardens. The f¢
during holidays:s
ng there aasle
d schedul eadr ar
sensing. i HbD we
her new di sc
first dWNeaf t,
ht.

Mc Mast er abned nh
were acknowl edge
of magnetic fiel
@ man, had apm@ar
etter that Ppent
somet hing, wah!l
most of pialdt
|l eaving al gaij
a

an exp
i nter e
finishi
soon.
Professor

i

a
n
i n
h e

Cr
ev
gr
fr
of
at
ocC
st
st
Cr
tiv exampl e
The I mportant

Pam sketched the
her approach and
i mpul se, she ment
which might ©be
ter listened
nodded sagel vy, and
senses woul d-&degaod

f

5 — &
UJOI—FI—P

OXxO0O>0OOTDT




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-eight

t hat she was a promis
Dr . Crenshaw, stil |l
at her intently. " Mis
mention the evolution
Wherever did you hear
"Hear of psi evol uti
the same question %
more sense." Pam | n
the block universa
she said, she migh
"Where did you hear
Crenshaw repeated. I n
Mc Master-sgsat st ack i f
conversation. Pam sud
Crenshaw was no |l onge
of thought, the way n
Startl eds,hiheelrd smisnnda p p ¢
maxi mum density, to b
hammer of psionic for
and warped, then refo
her wil |l behind them.
power .
Crenshaw wasn't usi:
t all . [ t g a $vti €soi nbel teh
enses, bef ore which
i ke a sand castl e in
haw? A conspirator?
hen countereth!| ast
he thought, coul d
o] f
0
r
c

|I
e a
| ?
t

h

&

"t

Il d that | evel 0 t
ssamem barrier,
agile to stop a
arcely sensed un
Crenshaw was using |
efore. Despite her b
apidly fraying. She
t

j

wrtQ SOH TN 0o

a
S 0N
puf
til

rotections. She whir
ar d, ust bel ow hi s
One of Mi r alfirei' esn df so,1
had three inches and
compl ained that Pam c
-cont act kar at e. The ¢
made her a terror on
rescue. Crenshaw sag

b

t

>oT - T

breat h, his ment al
ed. Pam dodged out
real pl an; she |just

was neither weak nor sl ow,
civilized planet wh+oeedf e\
hand combat. She didnybuw:
was an exception. Besl gdes|
travelled poorly. While t1l
Sshoul der, Crenshaw had Inat
twenty or thirty feetedhtec
Crenshaw foll owed, cnartef
di stance between them. whAat
could stand up to his.att
were i mpervious to evesriy?t"l
She fled before him, asfi.l
over most of the air | ocks:s
Graduate Student | D would
but he gradually herdpd he
guadrant of the zoo. bBde
his plans, at | east so | ol
an outer wall. Once ogtsic
her much more difficubktet:«
being hunted by the seccet
-—0r whatevesothegdwenktohtal
the short term, her subcor
identify the fl aws i n;eQrseel

How had she found a cons
Were they that commonBIl I ng¢
was obvi oubsi.ndihreg ami medrCa emo
pletely infallible. Whersc¢
agents to spot the unbounc
random searches, but {heot
Anyone who realized thdtof
Zi nor was wrong, oOor whbat e\
up at a good researchgf ahbt
There, waiting in editori:ce
| aboratories, woul d biece@r
| i ke spiders until anl danx
out fl ung web..phHontdeegerda pnhhiece
memory reminded her, pbot;
came an announceimaat otfanm
dri ve Equally regularly,
be a crackpot who fadednses:e
that he could not | ateh ©be

She was puzzled by CckRrns
of met hods. He remainedher
too far away for his afbac
They ran by busy | aboenat oj
stood in paralyzed siVvenac
had been in Crenshaw' gepo:¢




Eldritch Science

Page Thirty-nine

control me t
pursuer s. Cr
a few insta

flight. Per hap
ool , s h refl ected;
hall enging to explai
A particularly | ong
er t al | ea
Pam

used mind
a mob of
mi nds fo
of her
f

r
I
e

C i

o =
oo
o ~
> O O~
—h = — X =
=
<

(o]

Q
OPwLWOoOOmLOo—~+TcCc —

O S5 T C
c oK oS wm
=

~+

O o
O
=
= %)
So—=p
-8uv s
S

Do T T W

ro
ator

3T o0 LoD
OOV ~O SO

ON3I<KOSX2D20VT *3 -0 T0O~
O o= =T

n
>
s "o co

«

exoti
an
Th
had
a h-d
scree
Of
deas

r' s

VDT n»W < OY O T
nwoT —TAaA Do

(¢]
>S5S QT T’

S xXQ®>SQ® O

ut ewver
rse ck epe o
wer e t
ur se, s
their
consci o
about reatu
et hods, but s
STC'reemsi-swoelried .
someone whos
. Her h
her into the pen o
predators known to
She wasted a few
good sense. The wa
turned off, so not
stairway. a her
necessary nds wh
knowl edge pi ck
into Crens 's tr
time tryin
t hough,
him i

—— T Y TO0OTT QSO WwDQ 0
w5 0o

r
P
d
S
0
n
b

o T

—+

()]
n
C
o
s u
C

Tt T Qo900 FTT OO TN TTOQ T TCQO S

att

JICrenshaw'

' habi ess I
Thbhect!l
ookengwt
rowh af
Theoe vk
penned I
t e woaulglhst.
ans wi bhtrt
he orelly t«
pahami
nes st
shar.i
h a the
et or
nyt
8t «
h bt

g

the beast's
di scouraging.
of red fur
except for
voracious appe
hunter, carefu
reinforced con
| mpassable to
body -awhmnoah was t
hing inside
erfume, thou
dly territor
escence. An
red anot her'
opriate scen
meter, | eft
ing beyond t
She peered through
nshaw had neutr al
The beast wo
the computer
Pam started
me, 'iIi mpassabl

knew
mo st
ball , I
toy I ts
tite
I Iy
cre
hum

w—=o——1oc
S~ no —Q

s
h
e

=D oD =
(@)
m-C
T - X D0 C
W-Fﬂ\lf\t—!-"g

O Umro Yoo
— - 5

Pam's psi attacks had
of f Crenshaw's shieldsy ©bf
to cloud his second sedht/|
streamers of fog rising of
evening. r
The cthul waul sni f f eldurteh
of food. The novel thg:e
hunger. The c¢cthul waul
canter had a p<acoef T
have envied. Pam mar
|l ed away. She
of hour s, at
. The fear of
ges of Pam's
om the crisis
A gossamer curt apsni
w swathed bo
r tr
t

c

(@]
o
c
o

= Q0

D 5T O 0O 00 oK
OSSO =ToSCQ Q@

= DdDOCc -IcCc T D®T

SrQowns ——~

ng
d
mb
| e
nd
ed
fr

—

Q ST
S~ o —0
Raos -
e —— pommg. Ny e

o

-

t
from con 0]
side worl d.
she couldn't
mmoned woul d
What coul d she

S own

ng

,_,._.
i > 2 ¢ )

O M@ WO
IAB—I\—( — P g

oo S+ O

no
h e
ou
| f
s u

- Q 0
® TS =

do? Her
Kseie paetrt,a c k




Eldritch Science

Page Forty

Crenshaw h a
t he

Mar i

mi g ht
Z0oO, | k e
nes

- O =~ S5 O

Qo O

per

O OTO0Y PSP O O TOD

O 7o o<

someti mes

As she ran, she m

a d g

iments, carefully masked from Crenshaw's eye, on

t he
but
find
war mi
steal
il

predator. Crens
his interferenc
the beast's me
ng gl ow, s
terrlt
usi ons
mi g ht

g

t

o

o S ao-
(7]

I R )
CcC CcoC
— T - oToQ QoD

Qa—so- -

MOOSO®—S
Q + 0O OoQ T~ W
OSS-c o ——
Scco——o —
©Os=s7T

M — — t = ~+
yoQ ~*twnwc o=

—
0

r
u
h
e
e
s
s
r
Cc

C S TT< MO S
- T Qo —+ >

- =

keep the
whi ch was
Crenshaw s
She continued
stance behind

0 mu c h, | est
where it
her to
nsport tubes
a safe ten
thornbushes.

O QO C -STXOTOTOTOT ™~ O™

o

S
h u
e a
i e

5 = ~
—

t n
t o
e

Ci run

QD T Q

g
a
g

on—~+—"oO oo
D0 O T

® S5 = S

[
t
y i
t h

h a
e

mo
ol

o N 7 B BN 0]
> wn o

5> +~ = =
D= = — =~

a
t

or
S

around her, but he nevyer ¢
wanted nature to takeStasl
range of his powers wabavut
range to hit him, not t hat
heaviebBol it €®evihnhhe summemic®ec
brought fine | ines ofhbut e
even dent his shieldsnveni
Pam was tiring. Her srsi bsst
i n gasps. Her jacket, bowl
tied around her waistpr ®he
compound was eight or hedr ¢
completed its circuitoadd:s
said that |l ess than agal fiol
Crenshaw had |l ured heleant
Crenshaw, she noticdd,e w
He al ways stood exactbyevit
tube, ready to foll owtafte
reached the next tube, she
jacket over a thornbush.
though she had abandon eedx pl
wait for her deat h.
Crenshaw'is miontdpr obesef Vi
against her hair, dri RERMNZ
supplied. Why? Was het bBe me
supped on terror ratheg tt
her screens would col haps:e
could |l earn who el se knew
prepared herself for :tehdata
readying her-eadbbtiyt andcdbmal
destroy her memories. ngvet
i nterference, she coutd §I
for a few seconds, but ©6he
t hat when her shields foll
not hi ngness, no damaging r
Summers would remain bebhpet
The cthul waul | oped ifnotuor
and began a deli berate stz
noi sel essly after theohewt
forth. Her resting place j
to a cthul waul n-easned, pheeart e\
haps the rest-—-gdveédetrhesmlea
an acrid stench. r of
She | ashed out at Crielnesh
the habdast spshe coul ds many
shifted away from nor mal wt
Crenshaw's screens seemtedHle
Crenshaw recoiled in esbeast




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-one

Angry O0Alloiseen Sanch

tickled one of the Ct
cthul waul gl ared. The
food, just beyond the
cthul waul An adol esc
il lusory scent in the
announced that the ad
territory.

The ct hul waul swir ietae

e I't coul d smel
grance was the one
y years ago, when
u

cthul waul attacke
Pam threw herself t

delicate nose registe
ct hul waul , al most ma s
human, and the undeni
The chall enge coul d n
had to be destroyed,
even |if it meant a br
another adul t. No ot h
Bell owing with hatred
the brush.

Pam hel d

-

creatu

-~ 5>~ = W
O Y T C 5T

mo me nt

Crenshaw
shrubbery.
commanded.

Unprotecte

tracks. human

crashed

OV T vw—
™o —w -~
S-S 0o W~ >

o)
- s occ —
- q ~

<
Q
~+ 35 T T o

n
®
wTnwOSQAOTS

mr—ﬁ-t—l-ﬁ

rengt
Moni tors
escaped

anal ysis
human. Pam knew b
basement

frenzy.
found

| waul heard t he alf eedi

el ation.
Af ter
check
mat hemati catl yj
awar e
splendr duasq

woul d
nearly
them woul d

Pl an,
talents
Fortunately,

Great
del et i

attacks foc

an i nst
ashed
ri-log vicn sd meragny .o f
beast wol
psi s,

out c

®O»®»Y O SO ™
O " O
- ® = o —
= D o O
— SR g ™ mmmp ee— —— g g gaa g S f o sl w——

3.
x~0Nn TS
TO VOV DD OO
— o -~
%)

not ed

S 8mM/NO0 ¢

{

\
roo
elFendgt
amdubt
\

mi nds gt

onse.

few of h
or nbus heisr,e 'hse

aot be
hekhat
hegeani

of eder

t hgr B¢
wHoBE

as For




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-two

could be relied upon
psi talents al most
event, the cthul waul
woul d be heady wi
feast. Of Crenshaw'

only reverenti al

It appeared that
informed his superior
and keeping qui et
they did not suspect

an accident. Her

gotten shorter. Four

more than enough.

University Security

accept Pam's <con
noon's events. |
Crenshaw had tol
ot her explanatio
people made t hei
the traces.

The next weekend,

Pam, -matsesg, and f
l ow's patio, watch
ocean. Pam was con
crash of breaking
She peered up into
| eaving her compani
housemates and t hei
open, infinite
manki nd. She al one
bars across th

Wi ndy

by

Pet er -Moerrgus

Lacey hunkered
[ t hi
h

X wn
o ®d® O

t
f
c
y

0w~ — (-

n —~+un —cCc o X0

O C
0SSO0 ODODSODO—O

oﬁr—b—h

-
= To
- X T3> QO
Q_f—'-

nw —O0 X Q O0OT T
w o

Oo0ogoT—Saocoa@
SO IO

“"<vwgos =~
>~ c

oo —
SOO0M® T T®O S

0w o XxQ

D D

— >30T T3Q92
woOT YO —

O O

O T O WmWOoOSO—~Wm
<O cCcQ 3t
o -

=

under
cesses.

- 5>0n =0 —
OMPT TOO0 =
S - o0o®mc SO
® o — Q@
= —unon
o

T "

aboard.

f
t assaul t
d focussed
n
r Tough
about
avoi ded
matter.
careful
wrecker
sguarej a
|l eader .

about

S>>
nworT<- a o o
o0 =T o = -
o-ww3zrao

s T e

» - T xC X

OoT —T 405Q +50

5 — TSSO TDoDTo2 o
mym

=}

mortar.

— o D

a camo net, dipQgt

n an.\

APatienceo, he mutt etreerdr ¢
hurry here, he theaght
closed i n on hiinmpjsue

erglow kept thPl aol
il e. Not that they(

Lacey was tooi smar

sons hedéd beenr wr el
good thing notwer Wi
eople hungry. Humt:t
his hiding platk, \
| arge boat: wind t
Count at | eastt oon e
ur ed. He coul 6it emn}
rifles, maybei avm:
the binocs ohcmroOl

| eader S

sqguarejaw type,s sleox

w people. But
sho owns, SO may
Shi ing his posi
not o |l et thehke
gl o ed the oahkr
woWw et heamusnkea
The | ean one 8ghhnh
e knew every squa
e hi F
ur g o]
dea c
ese

i

k
f

I

hind every wawel

rge to go tougeof

i deaways in thblescr
Desert. He needed t
his | atest bunch. /

e his own, soon enct

| ate, the wrecker sp
i pe antenna of t he

e |l eader swung it

s and bush of the
Shitl amerde, tthey(
cey figured. ORB9dnt
ght take him folN§
e6d have to be B8LF
But what the heVFfl.
ing himself soBhHl-

l ean one undul athe€dmmy
then stood up, G&rhil
gr owt

Shitlamerde, a stunnSrha
ugh t




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-three

ded behind

® >SS

c

—= ="Moo —=
wn
o>

IOOX”CCQ_('D

0]

oOoQ unwo o un
= O =~ @

cl oser.
flew feet
sound bomb

—
>
(¢

Lacey |l ay, nauseated,

mor e. . . S
even as
make ou
spun. S
mor e i
Gat h [
e
a

==
» O
IUJ:
D
o
(7]
n @ D
o= = —
©
©
D
o
o
—
—

xXOoOunm oo
~ O

Q +— S oS —
5 O T C 5O S
o O~
—_

«
- QQ ® 35 T

< @ =
5 -
D

Shitl amer de,
breat h, made hi
rock. Go past,
oneos

The footsteps
him their owner
barely breathed

AYou gonna come
in? | promise you

voice was mal e,

ing who held the

Lacey weighed

slim on his sid
woul d probably
strung up for wh
to kill hi m, or
he was pretty su
unpl easant ready,
was plenty worse.

rock as quic
away. As he

He sl apped

paus e (

of the | atest tech stuoué&sftt
and most people even Hungrt
Al dm comind, 06 he croyaked

the cleft in the rock. bar e
Hedéd rather die i n oepveenn,
ides, th&r dawas ralulgdy gr
grabbed, hauled him oaw ir
The world danced a | ittle
stunner 6d done some d a nuasgté
his head, gul ped somegm®mor ¢
him, he now saw his cgpeol
one stood in front ofohr et
without seeming to. THe wt
bitthi s cust omer waa sdnadrtkeqaie
sl i mbuwdltl youngi sh mase .wh
not hing around hi m. kne\
Lacey heard anot her Lfaocoet)
muscle come into focugute
aimed a machine pistol st
from close in. An ass ahuelatr
shoul der. The | ean one gai
cord around Laceyo6s wr msa#ht
point of coldness, thentdi
ankl es. Both wore sunmpeéct
al most perfect. They wewa)
with their | atest tech boet
gear. Never a scar orgshbnt
tion. Used to being in che
people around to get thei.
anger stirred in Laceyl |l st
his thinking. Wasnodt thbhet
mattered by now, but ther e
Well, | etds start thet ol
dance, he thought. g é
AHere for the silver, I
The big one stiffenadngj
Lacey thought The | ean. 01
He might have a plan oknhbi
i nclude muscle in the finée
That might be the wed:xgtet yp
AWhat i-?! wethAeebi g o0noenec
pistol. ft
AThat 6s fi ne, Buk, 0 ntohueg |
AEase off .0 Turning tofLhe
AActually, we want tiongt a
Laceyds eyes went t o Bluhke
t he pistol muzzle thetthal




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-four

Laceyds mout h. L a
one.

AGo hel
pistol,
vani she

ASit

Aino. o
clicked o
d into the
down, 0 | ean
mai ned standing
med at Laceyos
pistol, then
ma n

P

Fet—-?er.
ey, nhot that
enough,

ALi
under the
enough, O

AScrub bush,
wetter areas
the dryer, o

The
i sl and.
Lacey sa

, jun
Fette

cey

Buk
n t
s h

h
a

Oong¢

h

0

st om

bac

Yo
i d.
[
r

p e
r

uous forest on sandy soil on dolomite rock. A

i n
ng

power pl ace
for the mini
for affluent
deforestation abo
never recovered. o0
Lacey frowned, i
sear
i ve

g9
e

o

I
y
t

=< ~

|
n
n
-m.
d

<Q OO0

c - =

-+ W0
OO0 o oD

TS99 TOT O QT
- TS — S — o0
O wmS D
c

— 3> T

o

< ®> TS 0O —
- 0D o

S o T
U)U)('D__'X"‘

ery
t hat mo ment ,
the third one Lac
WO man younger ag
built wel | mus c |
shoot kind of u
One of those inte
not to stare. Don
chance yet.

AYou must have
muttered sarcast.

S

a

a

ut

Kk

u

r
e

Ani s hn
compan
Thundez¥f |

f

t amar a(

nNsi (

ht.
w a
t ha
w h

Bef
but

b
t

o
]

oon.

Buk

oOSKQ DY O
~0n —a—<
D< S

us
c al

h

0 nlea a

¢

Al do, such
anything?bo9

Al nstrument s
She

as he i seaon F
i the c

aantdl

show
gl ared

wheI?ochu»kesaI
Hecat e?0, Feptitset
a glance outt of
fourt oneasse:¢
ng a sweep 8Bhe
any time. 0O Aiwgou
stiffened.
call her in, 0 he
casual I oo ki nwgh o
deepening shadows. ace.
thereds no6oD g on
rrsnapped, he bha
right, for I fs seaaks
cylinder betwbenet
air . t he
i stened 0 s ervoewt al
a dog, it sedmdd
for-sure, maybe
n! You ad opne
had | ost amy
was hel aar
m experi kanc
this ti me of
treess hac
ert. Cpme gt
t pl acefig el
comi ng, Fett esr .heS
di sgusted,
meanti me
hope bu
here an
ng, he
t han

d.

n
0 h

C

-

to sound
i But D hin
Fette nCa
AAl I chr
a small
hi ss of
They |
ey had
deaways
AnCal |l her
there! 0 Fet
had noted.
Lacey knew
farther
where the
part of t
know abou
ARSheods
u d

for
t h
h i

h
t

> O

d
h
al |
I

p

cCoO —oDo o

|
p

oO~runwo>—on
Q)IOQJ
H(D—xﬂu)
o3®®3~3

/

cavel ianlw
spokeempd

ndi n

at  htirny.i

b ehaerrse, ¢

bear
h e

Thereos a
houses, O
ook. o
three I
aren

ol
a
ked

d
I
T
A any

h e 0O
The o0t
We-0

A bass bark

tance away,

eruptedwvbmam
cut off abrupt




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-five

Then silence.
fiBears! o shouted
running toward the
AWadi © Fetter calll
Buk shot Fetter
assault rifle
Ai no. Lacey
Were movi ng
maybe 0
ought.
Fetter, stil |l
h the
smal |
s hi

oo Ho T
© — >+
oQ — o
o S

@-1
- a»m

<
SV Q3 ®S o
— — =
»n o
wo-oTa
- 0

t
a
i s
e |
acket

h

a h

his |

white grai

rcle about
wi dened.
Best fi

h doi
ssed

t
P
ns
fiv
Wh a't
nd
noé?o
h

- - O~ O

3O X3 "TO0
®O®m®Oo <o

m=m <
o (@]
=3
- o
(‘Df—F

?

- 0

a
hi m t
rcl e.
ifWe might
mur mur ed,
fire in
Anot her
rapid pong
crazily off
sound.

sil ence.

ci
get lucky.
as he start
the centre of
scream.

franti
har sh
Want ed

cally
gasps.
to kee
When t he fi
bar k kindl:
branches
upwind of
some powde
Fetter hurrie
points on he
Lacey froze. Shitl
Knows. The wrecker sa
waves splayed against
Laceyds one advantage

Il 1T n
fro
t h
ry
r
t

n —" no

a

yped
head e
Il i ngs
et i me

oner

/

d whi
om tt
his |
[ S @
er sy
fthe
ceyos

l 1ed t
Mal e WaAngela K. Scott

ai n.
perfect ones, was gone. De
think what el se mightewbol
man had everything covecel
Fetter seemed satisfiadt il
ered down by the fire. Sil

ANow we wait, o0 he said.
AFor what?0 Lacey asknad
he coul d. came
Al think you know, 0 ht.he
without | ooking at hi m. il
He stirred the fire,)sthasn
dried powder on it Aeadece
with the resiny spructehsme
up from the fl ames Thakivt
hi ssed. Near them somelwht
vani shed, a breeze strenec
tamar ack. did
Al &dm not here for the en
know that by now, friehd,
to himself. Lacey sighed i
see i f jokers are wilde he




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-six

AYou gonna unti e me]
The | ean one took of
him with black, glint
AThink | shoul d?0 Hg¢
fl ames.

ALIi ke to sing my de:
card.

The | ean one consi d¢
AALl I right, fA Fettel
any difference. 0

He produced a small
the knots on the cord
hands and ankles as F
remaining rope A gru
kindled in Lacey, who
hi mself i f he could h
edge of the circle, s
just outside He adde
with some other thing
gl eami ng met al buckl e
gazed out into the da
something unseen.
Lacey thought hard
mi nd. Wi ndy, cOmer e!
against Fetterods prec
Meanwhi |l e, Fetter gl
ANo met al 20 he aske:(
ANone o6t hisol |l do 3
shook his head.
Fetter | ooked puzzl g
AWonoét do any good, (
l'y as he could. AAII
Fetter stiffened.
AWhat do-¥®u mean

A twig snapped from
wheel ed toward the so
around his neck as he
Not a couple of met i
shaped more or | ess h
a tall man, the thing
yell owi sh bones that
l' ight. The bones adde
skeleton, except the
teeth more | i ke a bea
from the teeth, and f
creatur e. It faced Fe
right at him, i1its eye

f eel a fi
Fettel
i pped the

humans ¢
from t he
of hi msel
depended
AZheaowehe
advanced
gl eami ng

er Ce¢
astt e

P

5 —
—a

u
t
f
0
t o
The

say.
a pace. xddr ohpi s
jaws and hands t
| eaves of the forest fl oor

AWono6ét do much goodw~nDI La
voice getting stronger, hi
are of f, I i ke | sai d. oo cu
ter start-®d t o s holvder
ndybés tone deaf , od Ltahce
the songs no mor e, F e
creature advanced
edge of the circle. I
forest seemed to echo

AZfw Fetter froze
violently.

AWi ndy donot
stood. ATobacco
these days. Or
threw some t wi
what wedre doi heewadd e
Fetter paused, gathering
t . Then he | ooked round
AWhat do you mean O0wed?0
Lacey snapped a few more
i ng he fire unti/l i ght f

e creature oozed darl
make out colouralim- t
6n me got an unde
rubbed his wrist
| egs.
see, we
ever since

mi nd t h e hsea
nNétt makge
medi ci r

tithies f i

do
t he
gs on
nodé, O

bi

o -

C

<

He
and
al | gottare
the siogcthg
turned into dtehsatrds ao:t
you and me, or ma-yphre tintyd s
much ruined everything af
threw another twig onl ehe
AFoodds scarce all ohvee rf,i
wrecker went on. He pamaas(
in the eye. The creatuwhit
Fetter. dri py
AWel | |, w 0 udl sd nodf
as if to ob. | ¢
He c k i.n Tthhe

got

maybe you
youdd know,
stabbed a sti




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-seven

AAnd Windy here
without a full b
nub of our unders
here for the si

f 6-0

D x

came for Wi
stopped.

goi

D <

AEven cal
possi bl e.
come and
fortune - o
AWel |, | 6ve
snorted the
you might as
He t hre
AWI ndy
Wi ndi g
wh at h
hit ech
you i
your gear
someone el
rock. That

t
a

(0]

| ast
we l |
t e
i ndt
. Hi
wi |
oat
n her

sel f.

You
s and
e for
and
s e
6s

h

0
m
I

0
e
b

what

for

Hi s

man,
had to s
come back for
Fetter mumbl ed.
AYep, theyore

old ways, th
ween us and t
ones, as you
ed. AAnd hungr
He paused as
bl oodied fingers

ee f

h
e
I

d

(o RN o REaiN()]

t

b
0
a

o

real .
Hi s

| ast
your s

Goe
peo
stunn
Wi ndy
what eve
comes

r

hear d

mo s

Wi ndi go |
unnatur al
f ace
now barely
Fetter6s
crazy?

Wi ndy

t

a l

a
t

c

c h

k e

afaced

Fetterods fl ushed
here. . . ,t00 sL at
, the bonguhar
human. Thea
socket s. The
ure | ashed out
mands neck it
0 ? 0

away freom t
some, 0 he mutte

of
youor e
ond

s
he
y e
at
h e
now.
turned
me

Robotl. Kn

ve nt

t he

by
Robert

Wh e n

N St@phg%@gn

doctor
at

Visiti he
Charlie
what was
happening
daughter,

ng

(‘DI—P

mac hi

t he

ni ght
fought i
days and
Not
IS

whi l

t he 1 evy0.
hardly g s
mu ¢ h fa r e
control lhedy |
ven |l et wu nar m
more dangerouggp!

guns. o She jywagg

nYou
iTwo

n €

n o]
ng 0
e S

smil ed, at
hi s chi
say was
er worl d.

he first Al

an amnesty

n an
t he




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-eight

to those who
el | to a tan
n remembranc
have to unde
e mi |l |l ions

m l T ons aft
ammuni ti
get it

was paid
single sh
ceiling
fell you
everywher
and many
gat hering
cheap way
S 0ome.

il
up
to
knew what t he |
ght thing,
nded down

oan needed
a machine no
posed to be. H
be saved; s he

di e.
AnCharlie, |

[
a b
J

petiti of
at the robot
only wasnot

have been

©

al |

(7]
O S
- o o= —-

o

- 4

o-"awns—5o0

o< T

® O ®d® O
S5O

)
oo " &

>
QQ O -~
o S5 WO T

-_.m
> o

cri me.
getting 3
| ow. Char i
rr systems we

o = _

—+ 0
(7]

o o
=]
o
—

d o n ¢
hi s
h

has

0 S O
—

i
e
t

i—br-F.\)

t
nd h

knew how some
father had said behgre
ting amongst the petopl
d with their | ike, wan:e
: mo n t
AA white man killed dyour
said one night when hedd ¢
cropping. 0O get
AWhy i s mportant. o
wor k in field:
AThe robots are the hnaerws |
closing his eyes and dri bt
AThe cancer 1isndt goibneg
Charli e, hating hersetfift«
| 6m sorry you dondt dgbert
Al know you are undebrtg ow:
treat this condition if vy
The room, while coolawds
The sofa was hesteeé
abstract and under
produced. The
with gold high
professional
but coul d
She cl os
hs. Yes,
S t would b
she woul d
h one who
t

f ol kB oBy

h
e

ToQ T o

t hat [
anot her

> O O~

PSS 0Q T w3

a

t

t

t

y

t h
t c
S e easy,

cgreal
need
we ar

l asti
i nt elol iigtes

w nwono
—_ - = — <

e
g
e
r )
ck, an
a i
u

Moo

= 1 R 14

1 s t e
nder stand, but
her pain.o
artificial
far as Joan ever knewfit et
suggested i f Al systembh t
remove humans from the. el
fear ed, and some wel cgmed
way and in her mind bdth ¢
should be better undeeat ht
system, but she wasndét anc

AYou can operate, 0 shkes
her yellow sl acks pul Bbog
her i nto the citadel addce

Charlie blinked, whi ch a
for a machine. d s5s etehna
Charlies over t hed s
daughter, and
al most human

ease
The




Eldritch Science

Page Forty-nine

AThe Citadel

A bet i f I wer e
on EI a. Di dnot

it a white corporatio
Charlie raised i
backs of its fi
examine the pal
the skin colour
racism of the ¢
know, it surrou
with i1it, and pe

ifnCol our has no

|l ooked up from
her. A machine
AWe do what we
manage the worl

ASpoken | i ke
it is |Iike to be
have to adjust
You donodot have
t he whispers of
they wave. 0 She
al ways the ol d
made this Charl
plight in the ¢
AAre we stildl
l ow and cal m.
with you no matter

what you, yourselves

probably woul d

iSo, are we here

cannot fix?0o
AEIl a wil |l di e

cl enched her hands
people go in for

are stories. o
i What kind of

attacked t he AI

woul d never forget
it had a memory
Al'tdés just thi

whil e getting t
AThey concern
concern me. Do
affecting your

whit e

W a

SO0Omeon ¢

i Hu ma n

TCWBVW—ODOoCT WSSO0 0

stor i ¢
f orward, his hands

Shedd said too much|

ANo, no | shouldndét have
I nk you coul d do moroep efrc
r her. I know we on/bgnhbt
vered but i f there Bnge?E¢
endt part of the f rieet hhee
at ?o rto
Charlie sat back, hiesncdea
ng moment before openbmne
s he searching for eagmdt
s he considering othatlipyg
nicked. She didndét hposi
edit. Her work paidtfor
vernment supplied edestt
i stence. Could she get
cycling plant? They neec
e restructuring centre;
d recognition. 1t
AThese stories, 0 he asyaiad
ne. o ol our
star
# e f I ¢
| a, k
Charlie had | istened tthoe
tory, his face i mpaswi tVhe¢
sm and his eyes vacant as:s
pen Joan hadnét wantceed w
hi spers and assumptiaps, |
hey just came out. Charl.i
tories of robots di semaht't
ecyclable parts in medbot
abies to keep popul atngoh
nvironment al i mpact posit
i stened as a stone wall I
hedd finished, she swhobdc¢
owed apologetically. here

AWhere are you going?0 C

but speaking out agai

ce coming to | ife |2 kseat:
y displ ay

AHome, to be with Ehal,Y
thorities to take us 8afwe
| ding her ol d | eathesabe
to her stomach.

AWhy would you thinkreé, w

hing? | am your doctor. o

Al have told you tales o
your kind. o6 She didnbot

nst t



Eldritch Science

Page Fifty

unwi se
bel i

was surely
AThen you
br

me ; I
am onl
dver se
How d

AFor gi ve
stories. I
you. What a
daily 1ife?

She didnot
confirming
overl ords
made her
she want e
daughter

A | wi || | et
my daughter.
sacrifice bu
exchange.

A am
to tower
hundr ed
her .

y e
Sh
t

a
f e
d
t
y ou

She

0
t hop

over
and eight

s h
of

, O
r

o 1 1}
o O

m sorry
u of f e
fiscally not
Joan sighed and
worked in numbers
reqguired total
of humanity, but
exi stence, desire
spent too many ye
expect machines t
ABring your
i e said. She
stare.

y ou have
Joan stood, nod
doctordos office.
stories. No Charl

I
Y

op
Thi
t o

e
n
I

eve

concerned,
her .

;o
t
ows

y a
ef
o t

t h
e w
han
al i
r
K n
e d

E

y ¢

e
sacr

f
h

S
f
h

know what
horror

e
a

\Y

e C )

e
i

J 0 ¢

Vv
e

s ai

adequat e

cl o4

t he
s a
ar s
o u

ed
S
m

ded
She
i e

n

uncens

y
n

n

daught el

Wi
e

q

S

t hem. But at | ¢
woul d | i vet owhd
she woul dodt s«
a, S0 she wasn:¢
standing n fhe
of ' Y,
s he
s h

t hought
chance;
Fi nanci
to go to
Out si de,
t he hiss
iveri es
and knew

of
s he
1y
El
0
t o el ect
del t ook
air ebdd t

o — -

d

AN e pem—

|
¥
n
i

# I

p

CTXO0OD®O
— ®d® ® S5

| e
he sof a, her
She was »sfmatlhl
of vitalitgfféc
of fer strgogt:t

El sat t

a on
| ow.
r

t

(@ gy b
_CTCD

I
he
t 0

0O-S—- T
3(DO<
- D QT

b
r S
ar e.
AWl |

WIth her
the price

daughters.
t hink

he fi
doe

she

El a
Howi
aboaow tl

t is
She s ghueere z
S move in
ook prseatvti)
er beatnddr
ardigadeat
ot hes hung
er s hien dw ans
ow. one
r oonm otphe:
ng St u
f

me ? O
eyes.
was

X as

0ODE

Sso. 0

e

o5 S
>— o<
o~oCc oo

| a
a
shoes.
B

® Q cC O

on
hanger .
wanted EI
The door
stood in
He still

b
T
t

(@)

e
I

h
c
I

h
n

k
t he
the openi ,
wore the ficial
suit. Joan frowned. 1gh
ACome with me, pl easse,roe.
back and mot|0n| f owo rtlhde
the next room. hadeaneé
rooms of the ce . Ehad:
been at home or t hedr bt
El a hugged cl ose t o hleobadn
Charli e and into the mot ec¢
closed and |l eft them | ooki
fl oor with towering machir
felt Ela tense at herpsate
APl ease, this way, o @ahiagrl
n path through sil ve
d of motion wae e\
see any. Thehttl b
yell ow gui del hote

t
of

v C

ng
They
ntre
in

To -9
-0 > —
© O
o unaQ
QJO>CQJ

n
| t
C nd




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-one

of
h e
be
ng
me t
met hi

t he
The

i mmensity
top of
¢ :

t

o

b f

® D =

o ~"w;
- O

u [
t [
[ h
n

Q O O
5 =S —h —h =5
o o —

s —~o0o-aQ
('D“'_"CB

=y

The doctor
opened the door.
APl ease, EI a,
the room and
AWhy?0 she
AYes, why?
didnét feel
AWe have
Greaves. So,
can begin. o
Joan knel't [

stop

g

said
Wh at
a way
El a,

n

=y

f

in
es
I
st
r

> - T o
® O cCcX<

Altos
anot her | ast
moti oned her t

The room wasnot
out three
across the
ite dishes
hat ar we go
sing her ha
ing in at t
shi mmer of

okay. |

d ab
tted
tell
A e
n d
h e
[ i
h i

s
k

Joan
was si ck,
Charlie said. He
could stand.
Joan jumped
and sl apping

o -

t
t

0
he

Charl i

wai t .

combati ve
t

t he
ma c hi
t wo
rom
t he
ng e
e
ped |
He |
O in
0
,  hut
i s

o

i ng

ght

he stood motionless until

AWhy?0 Joan bawled. shAh&hy

AYou were in pain, atnhde I
pain. o t he

AYoubre a robot, whatt idnoy
pain! o ace

# n and

El a.

Charlie stood besiderbeno
for her heart and mind to
Joan had screamed abuse ar
go at damaging him widahn bl
| ost the energy and dat vet
gone, and once again the ¢
humans needed was outndf we

AAre you ready?0 Charlie
his hand. yir |

She didndét want t o, tbouth e
took his offer and all ewec

Al candt go home. Noyt gwir
tell my family?0 She nopasat
find something, anything t
what hedd just done. T hgearve
skin blankness with aarhrvt
col dness.

AYou candt | eave hersijdan
shown you. o0 Charlie turoece
tower of bubblingsitaemdst of
computers. AYou must stay
have a new job, and it mu:
you must choose. 0 and

Joan stopped Al 6m a pr.i

AYou offered yourselfrhs
afraid you cannot go bdck?"
Charlie walked to thenétest
pressed his right hanHobd
wal | slid aside to relVveah
beyond. as gc¢

AYou killed my daughht ern.
her cure, not murder. o0 Racf
the gl omp, gl omp, gl o nsp? 0o f
jt hi s because of the storie
with opposition?o hat

Charlie walked into the
expecting her to fol lwxiw.g |
somet hing that doesndtdaf ¢




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-two

it
She

about what
feelings?
had said once
would el i minat
part of the gre
she trusted a C
what was right
Standing in t
room with two
Charlie standi
staring at
Il s this
This i s
o a door i
obot woman
han Charl i e,
Als she the ne
rgans?o0 Joan coul dnbod
appen, and she hoped
o be honest with her
uture without El an
AMum, 6 the rob
Joan gaped at
ounded | i ke EI
EIl a?o0
The

[
f
i
e

he dooi
sof as a
ng i n t
her ; wai t i
where you (
wher e
n t

t

—
=1 R 14

—_ -

a

ran at h el
embrace was
s artificia
know why.
achine that
not cur e |
we coul d s
our cont a
en pushed
coul d exa
the robot sal
she know?o
AKnow what ?0

Charlie nodded to
|l ooked f emal

robot

d

(¢ ]

S

E I

('Df—'-

al l i mitations
had softened,
usual evennes
an manneri sms
cable to an art.i
but she wil!/ have
with what she is
what is my roleapbel
who | ooked not hengal
was years ol derrtbpt
formed in design.
You are to be her mot he
I am heréo she hesi batd
Just because the robot desol
di dnot mean she was, and
down, so he could talksto
sai d. /
AWhat do you mean deuatd,to
Al 6m right here, mum. 0 An:(
Joan turned. The wo miachhd sc
dd refl ecti c
ggling with
turned t o ¢
i ke herasppl
somet hing only
sai wa l [ g onveirt
abs shou r.ehl tc
never t ma g g e (
under st and,hoatE|l
AWhat 6s happened t ¢
tell your mother s
ever Kknow. Chanti pt
o | o«
robotesr? ob ¢

a
S
a

3(/)

h
f
S
h
€

o — 5

her
Charlie
robot El
you have

d kin
| de
ol d

3t

AEI a,
woul d
hands.

Al 6m afr ai
Charli e.

Al Il chil
Knowi El

A Mum, I
though the
| ef t because
knew he hit

nEl a, Joan

0

d of

afraid

d of
adbs face
sounded ol
was mbad ¢
somet umgs.
ai d. Alitng s
a pace and embr Bat
e feeling hershahbht
appened t me?0 E
di fferent.
rel eased

dr en
a was
am. 0 EI
Voi ce
h e
y ou
S

ar e
afrai

0
f ard
t ti
at
S 0

Charlii

m
h 0
0

El

e aadseh




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-three

fully embrace Joan, a
the unlikely reunion.
wasnodét sure what she

daughter.

AYour stories are tf
AThe el derly do come
given new existences
work for the unity.
know. o

She wasnot | istening
if she wasnodot the sam
buil ding with, she wa
caressed the back of
| ove youb6 into her ha

AWi Il 1l you stay here
and in doing so help
qguiet, reassuring voi
arms and sent her bac
backed through the do
ADo you want to stay
Charlie's voice came

Joan | ooked up and ¢
ything. | will stay with her. | will be her mother.o

The room fl ashed whi

| ced
by
Gustavo Bondag

Ni ght was the ti me ¢
human or otherwise, w
any who braved the ni
as their intended vVvic
cold strong enough to
water i n minutes, wou

While it was never
oneds own dwelling at
this particular case,
Lunkds forge was al wa
been banked for the n
carved into a stony o
not have | asted | ong
built there. Lunk was
vill age who cduhd Wwen
his forge acting as a
the killing wind.

Sangr knew t hat Lunl

T

gh st
a rol

11 d.
ey ar
n t he

e do

rven

t he
e rol

o d 61

Jose Sanchez
her
him, so he could safekgddri
seaweed ale as he | ikeHer.|l
him to wander drunkenl yHa\
What the bl acksmit h Iloasceke
wit, he more than madean?p«
headedness, and what he | ¢
up for in sheer muscul aAn -l
consume prodigious amount s
get tipsy. Tonightoés tast e
him at al
Sangr, on the other hand
point where all dreams bec
you, old friend, there mu:
somet hing beyond our tiny
man can do something more
survive it for a few ’ypear :
AOf course there is,"'San
other villagseabi hgnkHE8a8e
putting it firmy away!Ng:
the north, and just Igsty
Trenge. 0

AiBah, o Sangr spat, ﬁfggh
ours! What can | do tfbret
Lunk thought this ovier.t
four unmarried girls MR T
to have to go outside the
not you??d woul
| mpatience flashed bir iNed!
but a |ifetime spent §r bl
man all owed him to control
i nebriated condition. 9GBY
changed anything, and “Jrr




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-four

could get painful

Al mean somet hing mg
there are people | ivi
Stor mbound Sea. 0 The
occasionally found it
eternal glacier on wh
the sea. Sometimes th
died of the cold befo
in the fishing nets.
have cities. And |1 0ve
city carved into the
thousand soul s! o

AAnd youdll <cross ti
there, | suppose, 0 Lu
sound that echoed off
Sangr fondly, and his
suppose thereds no pe

Lunk fel/l silent, | 4
i mpression that his f
tell hi m. But , knowi n
man would not tell hi
completely worked out
of cajoling would con
And Sangr was not in
maneuvering.

So he simply wrappeod
cloak and drifted off
big secret and dr eami
deep into a mountains

#

A bright, uncomfort g
the endless snowfield
uncovered doorway for
but 1t was no use. Th
and the infernal cl an
created some masterpi
eventually convinced
eyes, which he soon p
bl acksmith.

AMy head, 0 he said.

Lunk just | aughed at
can you? Drink your t

The tea was made of
darker kind, with a m
about as awful as cou
By the time hedd drun

He w:¢
tAhat t
| suthe
rat psem
t he i gnent
di stance,uia ts
Sanbodt«
b ugth th it
beti the

al so
came agai n,y aolf

sour ce: It we
instantl yge#

human again.
recogni ze
a
u

[eRNOI

c
re
re
he
bringing
he began,
standing

0
it was
t he
The shout
i dentify the
They moved
was neve
|l ood of t
a constan
t he water
the water or
er he was pul
peaceful sea.
They sail ed
docks, a hi
e

S r
b he
t

— g g g

n
k
f
t

Q =~ —O

t

e
e
(0]

c<3ngrc:
""CDOELO_
D >0V OoOOoOm

0
I
c
I
e
0

—_ e~

t hat
reckl essady idt
t n stai aamoa:t
towards th wat er f nwis @&l
ed in sand, b I eewac
st hrianpiaenrd at hl etic, r
bef ore his cor puslkeinnt
that met hi m. frie
four of the vil Itayg ecée
and accounted ifor, ti
e iron rings embedderc
case. But among t hem,
floated an unfamil i
whose wreckage soonme 't
shores. h t he
foreign shi h a du nodn, c
mai nmast ,
torso, had
The paint
ome ar eas,
hed fire.
l'y by the
A group of eight peopl e
mai nly women and ol deuwr cahli
maybe fourteen years of af
short and thin with lwong I
beard, stood before the we¢
i ng the fishermen withbotht
was

rc
ro
ut

P

S
S
n

e




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-five

Sangr I mmediately gt
situation. The fishin
this wreck drifting o
if the wreck had been
an incalculable treas
ing a yearo0s supply a
consumption. The peop
waiting in ambush bel
boarded, but theydd b
that it mlght be thei
|l and again, so theyod

Now that they were 3
however, they saw no
find out what was hap
heard had been produc
ing that they werenot

AHel |l o, 06 Sangr cal | ¢

The bl ond man tur ne¢
did the fishermen, wh
unexpected guests, ha
They | ooked relieved
matter out of their h
t he whole village res
someti mes ruthl ess,

The man on the ship

AMy name is Sangr,
occurred to him that
the same | anguage, bu
do about that i f it w
tal king, Awe mean you
afraid. o

Still the man said 1
that time, reached th
stranger6s ship. With
boarding plank and pl
|l arger ship, maki ng a
wal ked cal mly up the

The bl ond man met hi
sword at the ready, e

Sangr stopped, about
man and held out his
gesture as unthreaten

AMy name i s Sangr, O

The manés eyes fl asl
Sangr to think that h
suddenly seemed to ma
guickly with his free
arm

Al am called Shtarel he h
He pull ed Sangr aboarrdun
t i n.
# e was
repr ¢
That night, the wholaet evic
the Roundhouse, to celebr:
strangers. The feast wwer ¢
food from the ship, seteahbnt
wines, as well as the $faet
boats had trapped a seal,
All told, between vilildager
peopl e were present and
Sangr was seated amotnhge yt¢
Lunk on his left and ehbki
age, Breed, on his righbac
Al-daker, a soft job that i
work in Sangrodés opinion. E
i nfluenced by his dishéeke
shouwl e@regt h, dark, greasy h
seemed to have more thgnte@t
They were cel ebrati ngyotuht
strangers had agreed to sc¢
all ow their ship to be mir
supplies to be distributec
Whil e celebrating the dis:
mi ght seem heartless tnspt
tle room for senti menetatot
The seal cour se was Heo nkpe
rose to speak. He was b eame
silence as thunderous as t
had been. Even Sangr,/ who
manoés tale, gave him hithe
was the most interestedgujp
|l i fetime, and the firstthe
out to be a good thingo. f
APeople of Nev,0 he bega
Hi s speech was slightily ac¢
but easily understood il
|l i ke to thank the br awet hnee
saving our |ives. We had
on the northbound current,
death in the icy wastel anc
survived many mor e niaguhstisn.
didndét survive the nipghbht ms
rai sed his cup towards t he
cheered, clapping thegroas




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-six

c
—
(¢

s al
0

own fl agons in
Shtarel began
y had ce
gdom t
of

—
—
@D

b

0 = O
o~ o

P OT W oD =0
O

(7]
(¢}
- O W T

©QD®>5003®S
=

ws—o

,_,__
YO TOD®OD WO

—“Soaq—+~3g~
~ = H (DD C O W

SY9SOaQaXQaS S0
-5 uo

5 -
—

O+ "t SSQgST X~
DO O TS C O T

ng heard
to wander. H
ng the reactio
them sat rapt
rr-icebound existe
I tragic escap
busy trying
t ween the im
but cruel s
often dr eamed (
was: an i mpos
very front of
b

S
(0]

TcosoTHZO T
ocp O TO T
-~ ~

o]
be
ul
They
what it
At t he
pl aced t
most el
village
daughter,
Her dar k s
by sparkl:
in the vil
her on sev
down each
but most
i nterest
brilliant,
Lunk.
Even so, common
marrying Breed.
some misgui de
nei ghboring v
what Lunk f el
feelings was
open its hear
But the arrival
the villag had ch
at her tol Sangr

>
3

—
o —~+ o
D

—0O® OO0V EsE T

—_— e ——

he
gi
be

(0]
—oo n oo
O —“tcCc S5 =

S —HcCco
0T —HO DM amSS

n < ~*+ Qo
oD~ »n o

O T T 9L TTC  — O
> ®d® d® —

- ® — ®d® T

T 3oa@
o -

r
b
Cc
b
K i
n
I

e
t

e
f

p
0

o
=]
D
I ¢> B S @ I}

o))

mer Cc u

Wi S (
They
attemp
¢ lalg.e sw
Getti

d
i W
t ?
l'i ke try
t

e
d

She sat with a |l onging ex|
Shtarel, and gasped | o uhdolw
suspenseful moment innhas
Shatrel couldndét helapstb ue
began to | ook directl gragt
daring maneuver or hadrowi
exaggerate his own parovt he
beginning to summari zeti bz
and talk about himsel And,
AThe reason we wer e abteitorr
nei ghbors were jeal oussoat
that our family is CcompoGBe¢
have the gift. Some of wus
magic, others wind. | ocwend
fire. o by
This was met by si | egnecres,.
t ween awed fear and comgl e
ABol |l ocks! 0 shouted laonr iic
from the depths of theke.r @l
AShow us! o called ansottehne(
Sht ar el | ooked the over
He pulled the sleeve of hi
arm to the el bow and c |foosre
gl ow devel oped around his
eventually surroundi nigbtt he
of fl esh. Finally, thewghsrc
flame and he waved hie ar:Hr
that the fire wouldnbébsgo
The crowd acknowl edgteidf utl
approval Rita | aughedohtert
hands. | edge
Al can create the f iorseeda
but to demonstrate, | newdul
whi ch | prefer not togdop 1
present, and some of ©bhemnlt
| ooked straight at Ritathe
to |l augh and bl ush. epenc
AThis al so means that on
tolerate can touch my/s per ¢
would I i1 ke to thank younf
tale, and for your geher ol
remain here, i f we are wel
wi | | have us. o0 hi s
The crowd stood, r oarae dd,c
stamped its feet. But Sang
Breed, nbdiilted kyges, a icoln
an early exit before ehkoe
cause




Eldritch Science

Page Fifty-seven

down.

For this reason, Saf
i nnocent person in th
prised when Shtarel 6s
the icy village squar

#

The body was being |
Breed, the obvious su
own house, a small, r
the ice at the foot o
were the villageds on
derous winds.

The el ders had alr ejq
was their prerogative
murder, trying to exp
There was no doubt in
to be the killer, bec
careful to keep abrea
knowing your peers fo
the young was the onl
interesting news

Had the man been muif
back, they woul dnét h
have been summoned, t
on the spot.

But there was a prol
|l ook at the body and
am | supposed to have
hi m?0o

The counci | had beert
They coul dndét really
explained what had ha
t hat Sangr be call ed

As al ways, when the
for help, he was supe
haired el ders accompa
and Keller, the chief
Any progress he made
counci | .

But i f he failed, o f

ALet me | ook at the

Kell er nodded and | g
actually a shallow cl
about ten feet i n tha
l ooking in from the v

The reason for the ¢

apparent as soon as the cc
Shtarel 6s body was e nxnasye
i ce. Hi s clothes were sat:¢t
revealing the pale, deddif
spot s A holl ow woodengt uf
mouth, five inches bel ow 't
Shtarel 6s hands were frozeé
red mar ks clearly visible
blue eyes were wide open,
Besides the body itseilnf kI
frozen into the blockui At «
ed from the front of tbe t
rel s form but not toutherl
his finger to the exposed
al was numbingly col ds,, aansc
patch of skin when hesgad«
away. done.
He | ooked at Ti ana aendd hk
AWhere did you find ahliwa?
Aln the old trough. iS00 mes
water and dumped him Bs88BpI
the body out, ice andngl by
ABut what Kkilled him?0o
Kenner | ooked unhappytha
AThere doesndét seem wooulhbe
him, other than the wril st:
have taken at | east an hot
have been dead when heonwe:!
hi m?0o wor |
AWe dondét know. 0 uchi
Typi cal They wanted him
AAL I right. The firsedth
the body out. Maybe heyg ne¢
we o1 | see it once we geedl
poi soned and his tongue wi
l en. 0 Sangr felt that anyt
much too lucky for itreg I
an optimist by naturei shwi
AHow do you propose rtoot hde
rai sing an eyebrow. he
A We ol | melt the ice. Jus
Lunkbés forge for a f ew hoow
Tiana nodded, signaling
care of it and | ookedrebaclk
him to do something el benct
somet hing pleasant. Samgart
few moments, trying to sol
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bl ow. But the facts h
direction that he pre
mo ment .

He sighed. ARnTake me
hel d. o

Breed was being wat (
counci l me mber s . How
toot hl ehsas rveldi tmeen t o |
decided to make a run
Most | ikely, they wou
hoping that the man w
proving his guilt and
deal of hassl e.

But Breed, true to f
ate even in this. He
exchanging a few word
ot her until Sangr arr

A sneer greeted his
bringing you in to ma
should have known. 0

ANobody is going to
just want to find out

Al dondt know what I
went home after the f
The I ast thing | want
more. O

Al think what everyq
early to |l ay the grou

AYeah, right. Not of
can at tsaacrkcar dri rwei t h
now I é6m a ghost, too.
with the chief and th
as he said this. AWha
killing him in front

That was somet hing 1
Sangr quite a | ot Wh
on his own in the mid
be someone el se whood
Maybe one of the stra
their | azy protector
afraid to come forwar

Then another thought
turned to face Breed.

ARSo you were asl eep
as ked-ftahcee dr arta n .

ANot asl eep. Il was {
didndét | eave my house

Sangr turned to Ti af

him to the interrogathom..i
AThereds no use Iin keepbdn;q
going to run, hedd just be
I f not, well, why wastneg ot
hi m?0

Breed |l ooked surprised,
grateful He tried to hide
Sangr didnodot | ike him, but
you can tell I didndt doert

Alf It had been a kntilfye
woul d have doubted it for

Breed snickered mirtehaltes
probably have been right,

ABut | thereds no wagpope
this one. Not on youriowal

Sangr wal ked out of htehe
unhappy Tiana on his heel :
asked. 1eyor

Al need to think aboeut Ii
you give me a couple of he
soon as | have an ans wkter . (

# A

ef t e

As a matter of fact ,hstSaarn
going off to a secluded s
good -tt thri mkg h . He want edutih
to a couple of peopl ehi o j
council s meddling. who

First off, he needed to
certain that Tiana habaghkr
wal ked in that directnbaort
hut to the | arger houaéenol
and the two sisters was noc
the house where the swgr vi\
hel d. He al most stoppednygc
up when he consideredhthetl
would be frightened, mo ur I
desperate to escape thns s
No, I f his suspicions dtod
speak to them | ater.

He al so passed the forge
who was beating something
| arge hammer . Hi s friend s
t he hammer at something or
Sangr quickly recognije dB u
Shtarel 6s corpse. 't had s
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l i ke it woul d

The silence bet ween

They just stood and |

AGoodby
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he

came by t
Forever .o
Lunk, under standi
him, crushing his bac
n you he whi s

ke happy,
al | I
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ng,
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years ol d
Sangr | aughed
of showing it.
squeeze. nGive
them, 0 he said.
Wal ki ng towards S
Sangr planned what he
wondered whether anyo
that hedd been the mu
explanation, theyod |
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knew of the vi
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6s survival
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he would go
he ice.
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Mi Si mo
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deserted doc
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me he had p
we ek, and t
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car keys wtt me
my shirt j
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of the
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ancient
he

atop pil i ng
i nto
y | add
nks sti
| ength
boxes
sever al cases of
wore a red flannel
that exposed a pair
corncob pipe, he cast a wzs
|l brushed a |l ock of red
extended my arm. AProfessc
ADepends. He ignoredet B

asking?o
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AiSam Reynolds, from/the
AOh?0 He exhal ed, finlel ilne
us with a cloud of bl uel b
Post ?o0

| dropped my arm. fAOnly
mean the | ocal versioasoh:e
He grunted and | eanevde hi
of the boat. AYou do t bek
AYeah. o | forced a smile
conferences, |l was t hed gu)
net work hotshots and ptoés«

Hi s expression finalllfy nt
t hat The seating arrangeil
i dea of proper hierarchy.
| shrugged. Il had I gst ¢
covering his worKk; al | t he
shows. The radio clips anc
yet, despite my years of e
neither a convert nor a sl
straddling the | ine remai:-tr
Hi s eyes searched my f ac
this is a social <call 2?0
ANot exactly. o Professor
tion for shooting fr o/m ftOnY
to dive right in. @Al t8Fte
edly tendered your resfbh?
and why you used the wmdnB¢
Cape Cod, which you s8BP8Tf
fire sale, to buy thisWbha:
along the fiberglass °hul I
His expression slippted® i
much for secrets. o ster|
s do:
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har

infiltrated his skin,nya gt
present at his | ast press
ago. I caught hi m st arrailneg
When he realized | waspl pe
whi msical smile and whEkkhbe
My reportero6s sixth saens
# t |
After an hour under a ho
He opened up a case olfferBuc
two. | pressed one agmi nst
down on the dock. n
Al dm only a | and | u btbheer ,:
rather nice boat. o
He smiled and pattedtt{hh
ately. ASheds forty feetet
computer chips. She can pe¢
supper, and wipe your ass
He | aughed at my sudddn
exaggerate at times, ouhec:
A moment of silence pass
first question. AWhy atibdds
AQuit?0 He studied nset fior
|l got tired of waging an
|l shook my head, dismerss
watched you too | ong.)»rAy R«
you off the scent. 0 upt |y
He shrugged and struggl e
I n the rising breeze, it t
AMy sources tell me eyeonu t
to produce a third bobkeb
mont hs on the New Yor kBt &ve
and were soundly riditsal at
i ntelligentsia. s e
Al was. I changed my min
ADespite the six figung
sources. Af t
He took a drag. #Al graovne |
That stopped me col ds.t .Wh
throw away a surefire2rb e sst
money? What was he hidenpbt
ADo you believe?0 he ask
I hesitated, carefulthet
books make several pokgdar
patient stories are .
i nterviewed hundreds of pe
deat hds embrace. I n every
evidence was unequivobeael bc
y hue
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periods, been clinicalty?0o

AThen youdre familiqg AWould you?bod es i
those reports?o He slid down into a sitt

AYou o re referring tqme and cracked open a:?sb?oer

ATha and more, |ikdqeyes took on a far awayi echats
recounted, of serenit|igot it off my chest anywa)

Al 6ve read your repdas he took a drink lutr wd
tractors stils$odasedodo|lihot andwbeeekypicked up m

Al sol ated incidentsflLana, and | ittle Jackilfor
drag. fiThatodos so old |[Lanads idea to try ontoof
years scientists | ikethe coast. We were onot hert
conclusions based on |[trailer blew a tire nemest
have changed. Thanks |di vider before smashihgrer
are |iterally hundredwoke up in the emergegmeqr:t
The data base is hsgklribs, broken |l egs and a cc
any more. o another sip. fAThat was f or

| fingered the keyclcontinent away. 0 or e
plunging headlong int My pul se picked wup. fle scso
Ridl ey had been a higlall the years, this was ht
ing dual doctorates i|ffirst repoBuerwhipt how@h ©1
and authoring a scoretake a genius to know 80mMmt
published his first bljlgust of wind blew my uaews
al |l hell broke | oose.lmy eyes.

AWhat struck me mosf Aln the emergency room,
beginning, were the p|stretcher next to me, |l tubt
matter whether it wasleverywhere. Bl ood hadepool
accident They all resecond gurney in the gsr ne
vi sions and, 0 He cauglcovered in a white sheet.
tranquility. o squeezed into fists He t

He took another puff Al 6m sor y, . . . 0er
and waited. AOf cours But he continued | i koedulc:i
evidence, the establi|jremember shaking uncoatr mi
findings. o my broke bones was increc

AExcept for the uniyout to L ana but a nur:3sye npel
cast you adrift.o and | passed out. o

Anot her heavy cough |l wanted to pinch mysel f
breath. AThey never eltal king heads would krltht
|l was a cash cow, notlbrain begged me to wratemt
dia put the universitimy phone, but | daredndot!t
profited from that ex|stood why no reporter had

| needed to take cofsmokifndhgumncident happen
AProfessor, can | askfst at e, and with no masti at

He knew what was cofcommon name. m
to bristle. l nstead h AThe nightmare got wo rksne
why | fell-scneotihis (slow, halting tone. Al wa:¢
pl ace. o stopped. She was gone for

AYou al ways skirted]|like hours They shocked |

Ay dondt buy the f "1 0s i
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then, unexpectedly, t
AThey got her back?q
He wiped his eyes. i

néot be for | ong. They

ADi d she know?o

AShe took my hand. o
cheek. AHer skin felt
|l ive a good I|Iife. o

A lump formed i n my
the next question but
t hat .

AShe told me not to
Jack would be fine. o
and dabbed his cheeks
made some vague CcO0mme
young, how it was so
rupted and said he wa
with new friends. I f
but then she mumbl ed
mi ssing his firetruck

AFi retruck?o

Hi s eyes met mine. i
A birthday present. 0

Al dondt wunderstand,|

ALana said Jack want
| didndét wunderstand a
i magine, |1 6ve had ple
words. o

AShe didndt say anyt

The professor si gheoq(
|l ater. o

Al 6m sorry, 0o | mur mi

He cl eared his thr o3
Reporter, el se they w
research to just anot
crusade. I published
after the accident an
t he dot s, unt il now. 0O

ASo, the motivation
behind the hundreds o
personal need to unde

Hi s expressi on Imyrede
Each of wus has arknwmwg
Just | ook at my book
mankind has struggl ed
next stage of existen
of stellar dust rando
form, l i ving and dyin

eye? Or are we something.t
form harbor an inner ener
death i nto anot her pl aaonuel ?2dc
AWe all want to bel ieeevde r
AYes. 0 His gaze wamtmot w
believe, but in our moderHr
physical evidence. O [ d me
AScientific theory and h
AAnd why not?0 He thskw
feated gesture. NANScienget!
automobiles, an i mproved ¢
which has to be taken iotnt If
from revived patientscthet
verify.o t hir
Il n my mind, a piece of t
pl ace. AYou thought thant:t
anecdot al reports, theayghet
would tip the scale?0inat.i
He shrugged. APeople wan
Wit hout another word, he ¢
box.
|l sqgueezed my keychaent a
#
|l cracked open a beer as
t he canned goods i n t hhei ny.:
approached from the noybodh,
air. The winds had pickhbhd:s
the boat. A storm was movVvi
I waited until he steppe
where are you going, 53Prof e
ADoes it matter ?0 he sai
answers. o
He was right. The story
my career. However, mpmyr e|
continued to buzz. Thesenct
AYou said youdd answewyeatt
He sagged back agai ncsotn nte
of deep, wet coughs suckec
He used a handkerchief to
from his |ips. A | undemsat:
Reporter?0
The question took me off
AAnd you have children?0o
I nodded, unsur e i Towf o ybe
He paused to relightouhti st
appreciate how kids bebgat
|l grinned. AAs a paraent,
0S mi ¢
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saying.o0o At that m
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Eldritch Science

| scoffed. AAre you
revived kids saw the

ANo. 0 He stifled ani¢
ANot hing that grandio
snippets that gave on|
f owe-atd who wanted hi
him the next night, t
knocked over a tel eph|f
doghouse.-y®&atdhwhbi wa|
parents not to fly. T
in the subsequent cr al
anecdot al reports canfj
ABut you believe. o

Hi s gaze froze me. |
AProfessor, youbve [
You need somet hing coll

bel i ef. 0
He studied me for a

a horrific bu
tely, Ryanos
0ss and they

I
[
n

o =~ O

>
mO_('D_""O""D"

D O

O o5 QocC

in a vast S
nted bright
okies and cak

Ssoz3oTmMow
DD "0 DQ

a
r

p
c

_—— =

f

T professor nodde
him about his playmat
conversations, conver
t he next day when | r
e a dream. o
eed. He tol d me
Jack and that this Ja
would be revived. Jac
his firetruck and he
bring it when | c¢came

| hesitated. AThe

ARyanbés accident o

| shook my head. i

Hi s | augh was tota
i L me tell
t, a se
to pass
d Ryan

f

O —Oo O N
>

et
| e
i m
t o
t h

newspa

i nter vyieea/\tedj,WrR

n
a y
I b
awawhel pl ayed W
en c
ai c
0 e
unds | i kyee-aat d .y i ¢

u

cr alzepead was dead.

whi spered hoarsely.
AShebébs worried about her

S
k
What 20 | coul d bar {i

i
ifiWhat was her name?o

Page Sixty-five
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y. The same name ;stkheadt ¢
heart surg@&ti Bnitva ssnyr e
i Wh aotr gwa

n. o al |l e

AiOh God! o

gave me a | ook t hmaits sce
and confusi on. oul d
AMy wife, o0 | whispered.
before Emily was born. [|1t:¢
see. 0
sat in silence, the p
pi pe, me with a waorum I
hain in my hand. 3$her
r a few minutes | RBRgpart
ni shed beer on the.doc
have to | eave. o hat
know. 0 He didndt Inoeo.k

not for the faint of h ¢
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| extended my hand.
nGood | uck, Professor
youdbre | ooking for.o
He nodded silently 3
At the top of the | ad
and stared at the wor
wanted his favorite t
dying Lung cancer. N
The fight -$§orehtcse wae
voyage would be his |
|l pull ed out my cell
doctor She needed an
the morning. Tonight,
dinner at her favorit
As | wal ked toward f
of the sailboatds ste
|l etters was the vesse
SS Firetruck
El ectricit
by

David Rogers
The whole sky fl ashg
fadi ng tga atyheo fbltithee h g
here did funny things
clouds were patchy, s

an airless moon.
Masters checked the
snugged the goggl es d
waded into the surf.
have to make the repa
This was his first |
sode. Hebéd been turne
companies before he d
change his name and d
he felt bad about the
of the ti me Af ter al
opposite otlahamt skel d
ence they didnét have
were not qualified fo
overqualified enough
for Auntrustworthy. o
order to survive |t
sel ection Not that I
first three employers
references and invite

bothering to be polite. N
That was how things wbr kec
But Undersea Power Corpo
operation from start 3t odofci
check up on him, and bgoH:
agai n. Especially if heesct
He wasndét worried abosoborti
what he did. atter
The wave generator was a
yards out. A surprisingly
nNi sm conver-tedet Al mosiifbeyd
waves to rotary motionnght
The anchor cable fed et ect
terminal hi gh on the cl i ff
ot her generators wer e ismprs:
the shore in places wbghbte
maxi mum energy without bei
hard to reach for mainten:

#

She st obaemnikdn et he surf
turned from the generator.
wor e &oflloeed wetsuit. As
saw that, beneath sho’rtPld
streaked with red and gol c
strands of seq)WGae:cé,d.sﬂﬂF‘ea_te
were also flecked witR! bl
i rises, cheeks flushed pi:
l i ps curved, dark red 'bows
about to speak or smiFe.

AYou |l ook cold, o shet0saj

Masters shivered. Hedod f
the water was. He opentedtP
memory flooded back bBfor e
you are not col d?0o to

t hat

# not

I Ty

He smelled smoke. |t mus
cobwebs of dream. He §hbBf
struggled to recalll whBEe!
dark. He fumbled for HRPEE,
showed four minutes aft@r

He remembered, then. THha
all he could afford inS#Phe
episode. Rumor had itﬂgﬂ{ef
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i's not safe. o st ron
Hensl ey stared at hi nel efi
AThereds no fire escafpear
ASure there i1s. Theynbtrley

back. o out ¢
AYou know what | mean. A

anciwehnetn was the | ast edme
| ooked at anything inthhbhbe
AWhat, you thought yroeu w
the Taj Mahal for whatowp!
face twisted in a croekddr
ltds not my building. aust
me stri-cd0 Drdebkemakerag )
hit the streets, or ybhbh we
to yourself?o0

Al Om only warningi-fy d6u. I

thereds a fire, many 1wpeeopl
So of course, after etdhehi
super had told the dethdct.i
tor, and the reporter, anmpe¢
|l i sten. Masters was quehei
the inspector concludedll &e¢
the fire. El even peopl e di
and there was talk of crir
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only reporters want eddtoow,t
ran along the | ines ofufPe
ed! Deadly I nferno! Dezep:
even more sensational m| aat
It had happened before,
vision, the attempt t o hwar
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| and and water thrashed ¢t
triangle, settling notchornng
He
# ensil e
nt.
The next day, the waer ndiun
flickered for the samengdr
strapped the tool vestThacrt
to the water. ght
He saw her when he woassi tse
wal ked downz ad epdtomgf rzamg t
the cliff to the nar riloew pbe

saahéd ¢
bui |l

sablteached dri ftwood,




Eldritch Science

Page Sixty-eight

AYou | ook col d, 0 shg

AHow do | know you 3

ADond6t | | ook real ?
hand on his shoul der,
face. Her fingers wer
nails, curiously warm

AYes, but . . 0

They stood with the
t hem, its roar echoin
filling his nose and

ABut | see things s
t hem. Li ke you. 't do

ADond6t they become I

How do youBktnoal It had
nod. Nod, and turn, a
The water closed arou
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The company | et him
near the transformers
basin two hundred yar
cliffés edge Il n heav
the plain in rocky st
t hrough tunnels under
the ocean. The rumbl e
ming on the roof and
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poems about wooden bo

He scooped coffee if
water, letting it mix
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from her shoulders, breast
around the fire.
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you mean. hy s
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childr-abi havees Thi swawn k|
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ocean calls them back. wer ¢

AWho cares for them? The

AHumans, who agree to | o
forget where hebraamtehdémbd ma
marvel ously adept at ball ¢
vent . o0 ned.

AThere are no men i nf eyaoru.

AVery few. Only onesi nagho
boy children who were det e
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A HUGE FRICKIN MIST
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and coincidence tak
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Of the things that |
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enth days of creation
Someone pulled an a
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peripatus
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ayaye
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mol e rats
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dr eamé

we were nicely frie
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Standés wall et,

my keys,
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ANow thatods being tkren qu
wi shed his |Iine of sigmt \
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the dogsél see where hi
the middle of the fielc
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I
ht. o | vor turned t|i
d t

[ ltds still dark outshidm.

i L S , anot her hour alt he matter with you?o0neak.
Th olpaawend bait does At that moment, the <cl at
shepherd we tie, not |screams and shrieks, 860 Dbe¢
and go home. Another |surf. Banging of metak bhe
MacDonal ds canét protfdozen bl acksmiths all ebeat
Gunns can. After all  ,|jrising clangor. tol er
our side of the borde AOut of the way, Una! o W

pushed her to the side anit

& &&& doorway. fAWhat is this nort

pointed at the men waving

Una Ruth poked at tlare disturbing our sliweepl.t
was dark outside, butlhas forbidden this. Bet qui
drifting toward setti|l ouder. oke t
and boil water, first Behind him, someone hwans f
wheat porridge. The wBig Gong. Fire, Flood, sWart
|l ast night, so a boiljwas 6war6; villagers wewe.!
have it cooked for whjitown square. Willie Sadtypmt
eat . path, where Annelise Mar g:
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First rice straw andqthem ducked through tihet hde
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from the | ast eveninglanger turned to fear.. THhhe
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grumbl ed. He shrugged sat
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