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By Lynne Holdom

Well, here it is September already and time for another issue of TIGHTBEAM. This
issue is somewhat different as Pat edited a lot of it while I was vacationing in
England and Scotland. It rained a lot there but Pat tells me it rained a lot here
as well., I do know that tropical storm David did in our willow tree as well as the
Pine tree across the street. We now have plenty of firewood. If we only had a
fireplace.

For the first time I actually had more letters to print than got into this issue.
Actually the entire letter section was completed by the end of August. Some of the
extra letters will be in the November issue. I also would have cut Chris Martin's
letter a bit as I only like to have one controversy per issue.

I suppose most of you got Donald Franson's campaign platform. In it he pledged to
make TIGHTBEAM a letterzine without any articles or reviews etc. What do you think
about this? Do you like the material other than letters? If so, send a postcard to
Donald Franson, 6543 Babcock Ave, North Hollywood, CA 91606. Let me know as well.

I do know that if I am going to have someone standing over my shoulder telling me
what I can or cannot print, I do not want to edit a zine. Otherwise I am planning
to continue editing TIGHTBEAM after the end of this year.

I am not running for the Directorate this year. I'll let someone else have the head-
ache. However Andy Andruschak worked very hard this year and deserves reelection.
Joanne Burger did a good job too. All the members of the 78 Directorate worked hard
as well, not like this year where we had one deadbeat, Judy, and one person who could
sometimes be bothered to write, Mike. Judging from his other activities, Greg Hills
would make a good Director.

I liked travelling in England and Scotland even if it did rain most of the time. I
also learned to appreciate how cheep things are over here., Honest. I saw that the
price of gasoline was 1.15 pounds and a pound is worth $2.28. You figure it out.
That was a self service station also.

I also found out that the whole town of Malton closes down on Thursdays. Because of
this, I didn't get any photos of the area though I did get a photo of Roger Waddington
who we met there. So I had to get more film in York the next day (I have a number of
photos of York.) I also sent a lot of the books I got here from York. Needless to
say, they haven't arrived yet. Either I did not see the famed Yorkshire moors, or they
are nothing like what you see in films like JANE EYRE. Instead there is a lot of
rolling countryside rather like southeastern Pennsylvania.,

I spent most of the time travelling about Scotland and saw the lowlands, the highlands,
and the islands -- well, one island, Skye. I had venison for the first time there and
is was quite good. Skye was about the only place with low prices. Eva Chalker Whitley
said that the food on the ferry from Armadale to Mallalig was the worst she'd ever had.
Perhaps it's just as well I didn't have any. It was rather rough when I crossed and
it was raining (which was usual.)

I didn't see much of Brighton. I rarely ever see much of a city where a con is held
so that was about normal. The person who claimed you can see France from Brighton on
a clear day was wrong though I must admit we didn't get any really clear weather.

I also didn't see much of the programming except a panel on which way SF. There were
no definite answers. A lot of us ate at a restaurant which had a dog that came and
begged at the table., I wonder what the Board of Health would say?

I guess that's all for this time. I hope to have a true trip report next issue. I

got a bad cold right after I got home which made me rather out of things for a while.
However I do hope to get caught up with things soon.
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alien

reviewed by Perry Glen Moore
To terrify: inf; to fill with intense fear; a side effect of viewing ALTEN.

AZTEN is perhaps the ultimate in science fiction, horror, and/or monster movies. Ixpect
this movie to terrify you, to scare you out of your wits, If it doesn't, then it's
failed,

ALTEN, a Donald Shusett production, is superbly directed by Ridley Scott. It centers
around a small cast of seven, the seven "astronauts" or crewmen of the space tug Nos-
romo.

Briefly (I'm not going to say much in the area of plot summary, as saying anything is
too much with this movie), the crew is awakened on their return to Earth by the ship's
computer (called Mother) to investigate an unknown radio message,

On the planetoid where the message originated, a strange being, the alien, gets aboard
the Nostromo. From that point on, the crew struggles to destroy the alien with one
notable exception.

Not all of the crew survive, though. In the end, the refinery on the tug is blown up
with the "survivors" supposedly escaping in a small shuttle. Eventually, those still
living go back into "hibernation" and return to Earth.

But what makes this movie tick? Seven actors (rather five actors and two actresses)

all turn in credible performances. Three roles are especially memorable: Yaphet Kotto,
who, as Parker, turns in one of the better supporting roles that I have ever seen, in a
style reminiscent of Rosey Greer; Ian Holm, who, as the science officer Ash, portrays

a very different and surprising character; and Sigourney Weaver, who, as Ripley, turns
in the role of "chief" alien fighter.

The other four, Tom Skerritt, Veronica Cartwright, Harry Dean Stanton, and John Hurt,
all add to this movie's success. It's the first science fiction movie in a long time
to have some decent to excellent acting in it, unlike STAR WARS or CLOSE ENCOUNTERS.

Last of all, T might mention the cat, Jones, Fay very special attention to this cat!

Also remarkable, if not unforgettable, are the aliens seen in this movie. If you thought
‘ I STAR TREK was mild or STAR WARS wild, wait
\ S NS SSo i1l you see ALIEN's aliens. Although

T NN : it does lack the highly successful and
funny alien scenes from STAR WARS (the can-
tina), ALIEN does have the most memorable
alien encounter scene that I have ever
seen. One reviewer calls this scene "the
most repulsive that I have ever seen in my
life." This one scene will feed for ages
on those who are queasy or prone to night-
mares,

And, you may have noticed, why hasn't he
told us which scene he's talking about?
There's no need to do so -- you'll know
it when it comes. (And I thought nothing
could top THE EXORCIST.) This scene and
one other are the reasons why ALIEN is
deservedly rated "R".

ALTEN is also memorable for several other
factors. It has a pretty good sound track,
although it lacks the majesty that John
Williams gave JAWS, STAR WARS, CLOSE EN-
COUNTERS and SUPERMAN, The camera work
for ALIEN is superb, and Scott's job of
(con't on peac 1—)




new mMmermepers

Dr., Wilfred E. Beaver A writer from the old days

New mgmBERSD

418 E. Main St of AMAZING and WONDER stor- ‘
Sparta, WI 54656 ies., Writes interesting

, letters. Inst corres. NCW SHCR'FICES RR
Lisa Ellen Cowan - BD: 10-23-52. Writer and - -V :
P.0. Box 5276 ' mother. Inst writing, art \/06 XIPKOOE RAlHeR y
Vrange, CA 92667 corres, books fanzines.

he»\) \‘\C\\J hth!

Will write or do art for zines.

Bob and Mary Draper BD: 1942. Editors and pro- E?
10292 Westminster Ave  ducers, book dealers, pub- v
Garden Grove, CA 92643 bers. Is preserving his-

: tory of SF on tape. nifbpéS“
Brigitta Henry BD: 5-2-51. Photo processor. ”‘\
812 Forest Ave., Apt 2 Inst writing, doing art, » q'f
South Bend, IN 46616 fanzines cons pubbing. Fav 1

authors: Ellison, Leiber. / ‘r .
Harry A. Hopkins BD: 7-3-51. USAF officer. tjac
P.0. Box 873 Inst pubbing, fanzines, com-
Langley AFB, VA 23665 puter games, cons., Active 17 years. Pubs fanzine directory.
Peter 5. Peters No known birthday. He has written a book entitled "anntuﬁ
P.0. Box 752 Jump" about UFOs. Saw ad in Fan Fare and in Oct "Fantastic."
Houlton, ME 04730 '
Jeff Siegel BD: 11-21-61. Computer Tech in the Air Force. Inst apas,
11612 Kling St " films, corres, fanzines. Has mimeo, typer. Fav authors:
North Hollywood, CA 91602 Niven, Heinlein.
Victoria Smith - BD: 5-31-58. Student. Inst: fanzines, corres,
4500 Pohick Lane Bldg 4 Apt 205 Round Robins. Head of Gar Hold and Darriel Council.
Fairfax, VA 22030 Fav authors:s McCaffrey, Bradley, Clarke.
Sharon L. Stefaniuk No known birthday. Actually she didn't give any info about
341 Lowell Ave: herself but did ask about JUMEAUX so might be a Darkover fan.
San Bruno, CA 94066 : L
Sherilynn Thagard BD: 6-2-50. Acct Clerk. Inst writing, collects books. Mem-
9880 Stonehurst . ber of the Academy of SF. Will be active. Has typer, photo
Sun Valley, CA 91352 copier. Ist SF 10 years. Reads "Star lLog."
William West . BDs 8-20-48. Inst writing, reviewing, corres, Round Robins.
58 Walnut St Has typer, cassette, Member Friends of Darkover. Has BA in
Avington, MA 02357 history. Was in NJF ages ago. Wants to get in RRs and corres.
Jay S. Wilkinson BD: 12-25-36. Teacher. Inst writing, corres, editing, pubbing,
- 5000 Butte., #278 collects books, fanzines. Will do club work. Never active in
Boulder, CO 80301 - fandom, Fav authors: Norton, McCaffrey, Tolkien.
New Members with no info: Clinton R. Hyde Ben A, Riley
" 4020 E. Roanoke 1016 Belmont St
Blacksburg, VA 24060 : Ashland, XY 41101

COAs—-

William Goodson, 9209 Providence Rd., Matthews, NC 28105
Mitchell Hollander, 11 Oakland Park, Medford, MA 02155
Sally A. Syrjala, P.O. Box 149, Centerville, MA 02632
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the hugo winners

1,160 valid ballot forms were recleved by the closing date: July 31, 1979
' The winners and runners-up were as follows,

BEST NOVEL ' » BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
Winner: DREAMSNAKE by Vonda McIntyre Winner: SUPERMAN
2nd: THE WHITE DRAGON by Anne McCaffrey 2nd: ' HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY

3rd: THE FADED SUN: KESRITH by C.J. Cherryh 3rd: WATERSHIP DOWN

(Note: UP THE WALLS OF THE WORLD by James ‘BEST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR
Tiptree, Jr. was withdrawn after the ballot

forms had been sent out) ' Wingzz: gg:aigvi Ferman
3rd:s George Scithers
BEST NOVELLA

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Winner: "The Persistence of Vision" by

John Varley Winner: Vincent diFate
2nd2nd: "Flreship'" by Joan D. Vinge 2nds Michael Whelan
3rd: "The Watched" by Christopher Prlest 3rds Boris Vallejo
BEST NOVELLETTE BEST FANZINE
Winnert "Hunter's Moon" by Poul Anderson Winner:s SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW by Dick Gels
2nd: "Mikal's Songbird” by Orson Scott Card 2nd: MAYA by Rob Jackson
3rd: "The Man Who Had No Idea" by Thomas 3rd:s NO AWARD
N. Disch

BEST FAN WRITER
BEST SHORT STORY Winner:; Bob Shaw

Winner: "Cassandra” by C.J. Cherryh 2nd: Richard E. Geis
2nd: '"Count the Clock that Tells the 3rd: NO AWARD
Time" by Harlan Ellison
3rd: "View From a Heilght" by Joan D. Vinge

BEST FAN ARTIST
JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD FOR BEST NEW WRITER '

Winﬁer: Stephen R. Donaldson - Winner; Blll Rotsler
2nd: Jim Barker

2nd: James P. Hogan , : Jrdi Al 1111iland

3rds Elizabeth A. Lynn t Alex Gillilan
GANDALF GRAND MASTER OF FANTASY AWARD GANDALF AWARD FOR BEST BOOK LENGTH FANTASY
Winner: Ursula K. LeGuin Winner: THE WHITE DRAGON by Anne McCaffrey

2nds Roger Zelazny . 2nds THE COURTS OF CHAOS by Roger

3rds - Ray Bradbury Zelazny

. Jrds SAINT CAMBER by Katherlne Kurtz
FIRST FANDOM AWARD :
(Presented by First Fandom) (Note:r Michael Moorcock withdrew his
7. name and his novel, GLORTIANA, from con~
Raymond 2.’ Gallun sideration for the Gandalf Awards after
the ballot forms has been printed.)
BIG HEART AWARD '
(Presented by Forrest J. Ackerman) SITE SELECTION:
M. Georges H. Gallet Winner: Denver
2nd: Seattle
Attending Rates for.DENVENTION II 3rd: Los Angeles
If you voted and were a pre-supporting member
of Denver in 81 --- $4.00 OTHERS ~-- $15.00 -- until Jan 1, 1980

If you voted but were not a Denver pre-supporting Write to: Denvention II, P.0. Box
member --- $5.00 ‘ 11545, Denver, CO 80211



ALIEN (con't from page 4)

directing is the best I've seen since Kubrick's 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY. The special-
effects %if you don't include the various aliens) are enjoyable, although no original

effects are seen in the movie. Many of the scenes remind one of the classic 2001 or
the fairly well-known SILENT RUNNING.

All in all, ALIEN is a very, very good movie. Of those with me at a speclal premier
showing, one said that It was just about the best ever, and another said simply, "Not
bad, not bad at alll" For myself, ALIEN is certainly better than CLOSE ENCOUNTERS, al-
though I hesitate to say whether it's better than STAR WARS, as the two are totally
different types of science fiction movies. It 1is better than 2001, and that is an ac-
complishment that has taken eleven years for a movie to dol

ALIEN is the scariest movie that I have ever seen. Hands down with no competition.
From the minute it starts until some time after it is over, ALIEN holds you in suspense,
in complete terror. You never know what's going to happen next -~ when you think some-
thing is, it won't; and when you're not expecting something to happen, it will.,

ALIEN is a movie not to miss. Whether it will top STAR WARS .at the box office remains
to be seen, although that is highly unlikely with an "R" rating. Like STAR WARS, I

Plan to see ALIEN again. After all, on the ultimate trip in space, no one can hear you
scream. : ‘

there's a revolution going on

By Chris Martin

There's a revolution going on out there. Most people don't kmow it. It's not a revo-

lution with guns and slogans. There are no governments being overthrown, though there
are profound political implications.

The revolution is in the way we handle, store and organize information. Handling infor-

mation. Not a glamorous phrase, but that doesn't stop it from being shorthand for
major changes in our lives.

The revolution is in computer technology ~- transistors, semiconductors and chips that
allow us to store more and more information in smaller and cheaper units.

At the risk of being dogmatic; I'11 say there have been three previous revolutions .in
‘the way man handled information.

The first was in ‘man's head -~ the organic computer, the brain. It allowed the storage

of information on hunting and agriculture. The end result was a shift form a subsistence
lifestyle to one a lot less dirty and dangerous.

The second revolution came with the invention of writing. Information that prevlously
had been passed laborously from mouth to mouth could be engraved permanently in stone,
vwood, Qlay or paper. ‘

It was not subject to the ravages of memory. It made posslble precise record keepln
for business and government -- a mixed belssing, some contend. . .

The th:rd revolution was in the invention of movable type -- printing -- and with that,
cheap books and information. Out went the monks with pens scratching out copies of
books. In came 'the craftsman and his apprentices.

Reading became more and more avallable to everyone, not just the aristocracy. It's not
. coincidence that with the spread of printing came the rise of the middle class, the
Jothroning of kings and the advent of democracy in Europe and the Americas.

+ow, another change is upon us. We may not be aware of it as much as we should because
it is everywhere. Computer technology plays an important role in everything from manu-~

facturing to printing.



Like the ailr we breathe, it will become so much a part of us that it may not appear to
be there. The threads are everywhere., We just need to pick them up and gather them
together to study the implications.

Electronic hand calculators that used to cost $100 are now selling at $10. Mass market-
ing and the new technology has brought the cost down and made the slide rule obsolete.
You can buy a digital watch with light emitting diodes for under $10.

Radio Shack is the first on the mass computer market with a home computer retailing for
$600. The price will probably drop as the market becomes competitive and mass marketing
economics come into play. The market won;t really take off until more accessories be-~
come available. /Right now, there really aren't that many things the average person would
want to do with a small computer.

You could calculate diets and calories, index recipes, make out a budget, keep track of
your Christmas card list, etc. But whether you want to spend $600 when a 60¢ notebook
and a small calculator are sufficuent is a big question.

The home computer market will boom with the advent of telephone tie-ins, banking by
phone, economical teleprinters, inexpensive programs for computer games, and ‘other ac-
cessories.

As computers become more and more important, the need for paper records will become less
and less. It may be possible that all money transactions will be handled electronically,
Instead of a checkbook, all you will need is access to a code number.

There's a variation of this already in the Washington DC area with the Metro subway.
You buy a card with a certain number of rides on the card. BEach time you enter the sys-
tem, a machine subtracts a ride.

The combination of video and computer technology may lead to a decentralization never be-
fore possible in business and industry. It may make it easy to work at home instead of
at the office or factory. Shopping through television may become common as the cost of
energy for transportation becomes more and more expensive. The post office may gradually
become obsolescent, Letters would go over the wires through computers and typewriters
rather than through the mails,

Police departments are already using machines which send copies of warrants by telephone.
A simllar device is widely used by newspapers to move photograbhs and copy from outlaying
bureaus to the central office.

Such machines are still expensive ($1,200 and up). But mass production economics and
new technology could result in a more reasonable price. Variations on this could result
in an electronlc newspaper. Hooked into a cable television system, the newspaper of the
. future could free itself of a dependence on bulky presses and cumbersome distribution
systems.,

As great as the potential for benefit is the potential for abuse. A recent Associated
Press story said that HEV computers "holding sensitive information on millions of Ameri-
cans don't come close to minimum standards for protecting that imformation from authorized
disclosure and use.”" A scenario where Big Brother keebPs tabs on everyone through the
widespread use of computers can be envisioned., Computors that monitor eVerything from
telephone conversations to gun registrations could be used to stifle dissent.

Computers could take over more and more jobs performed by people. Less and less jobs
with more and more People could be an explosive situation.

Technology has always been a two-edged sword. In the case of computers, it could pro-
mote a decentralization that could do for people's heads what cars did for peoples feet.
Or it could be the instrument of a regimated tyranny that could make 1984 look like a
kindergarden.

“Something's happening and you don't know what it is, do you, Mr Jones?" 1In this case,

all of us are in the same boat with Mr. Jones.
-8~



oancers in the arterglow
By Jack Chalker R I | |
~ reviewed by Sally Syrjala

DANCERS IN THE AFTERGLOW is the first book I have read by Jack Chalker, but it cer-
tainly shall not be the last. A '

The premlise used to get to the core material is that of an interstellar war between
humanity and a nonhuman life form -~ the Machists. The nonhuman entities have swal-
lowed up various civilizations by force, making them adhere to the only acceptable

life style -- theirs. The purpose of the Machists is to absorb all life forms into
thelr way. It does not matter if those life forms want to be absorbed or not, The

aliens know the system they have evolved is the only way for all. Therefore, it is
to be forced on all. '

The planet Ondine is the focus point of the novel. It ls a resort planet which comes
under attack by the Machists. The planet becomes militarily.untenable and is left,
along with its 16 million inhabitants, to the force of the enemy. This planet is
light years away from the nearest human settlement and sixteen million is considered
a relatively low number of people to be sacrificed, statistlcally speaking.

- The Machists know how to conquer. They come onto a planet in force. They make the
people lose all hope of escape by making a great show of blowing up the escape routes
-~ the spaceports. Then the people are force marched out of the cities into the
countryside, Those who are troublesome and show signs of rebellion are eliminated
as a object lesson to the others. - '

When the march ends, the people are forced to eke out a rudimentary living from the
land, They are stripped of all they brought with them, Symbolically thelr clothes
are stripped, leaving the outside bared, as well as the inside. All forms of dignity
and self-esteem are gradually destroyed. When the ego 1s at its lowest possible ebb,

. the psychological retraining can commence. The manner in which the people are used to
show how their past system explolted them reminds one all too much, not only of POW
techniques, but also of religious cult methods.

It also reminds one of how certain large companies seek to take over thelr employees
in many like ways. It is deemed that the company personality should be attained.
Conpany policies are fed the employee and those policles must be learned. To question
is to be disloyal. Company functions are also established so even nonworking hours
can be monitored. There is no time left for the self. No time to think and question
whether the style and policy is one that is conductive to the individual.

In all cases, the self, the individual, is considered something to be done away with
for the common good. All must stagnate together so that no radical will break from
the ranks to create problems for the system. Incentive is lost. The self ceases to
exist and a mindless creation is that which 1s the result. It does the neceasary work.
It is reasonably happy. At least it is
not consciously unhappy. It asks no
questions and does not try to change
things. From the words in the beginning
of the novel, what is created are '

"shadows that move and flow as a single
" organism.® There is no substance, only
shadow., ‘

The one destined to "save" the planet
is named Daniel. He is the one the
forces of humanity send in to help the
Planet liberate itself. His choice is
ironic in that he is not altogether
human. He is rather a step between
humanity and the Machists. I rather




liked the choice of his name., It brings to mind the song, "Daniel, my Brother."
Indeed, Daniel 1s brother to all ~- humanity and nonhumanity.

It is pointed out the reason the Machlists are granted the time to secure the minds
of' the people is the fact, under Daniel's control, all effective resistance 1is
stopped. Instead of running small raids on camps, the groups are training for an
organized attack -- an attack that proves to be a senseless slaughter. The Machists
have their objective -- the minds of the people. They are ready to pull out. Also
and order comes, after the fact, not to destroy the launching pads.

It is at thls point that the character of the Machists 1s revealed. They are shown
to be basically mechanical units -- minds hooked into a machine. Minds - that have
not held onto thelr original character, but have been blended into one unit, There
is no individual, only the single unit. This culture finds its reason for existing
in absorbing/programming new units/civilizations into their system.

Daniel, in the lion's den, is given a choice of joining these creatures, as he is
2lso a mind wedded to a machine., However the price is loss of self into a single
unit with the others. Daniel has formed an attachment with one of the people he led
into the attack on the spaceport. She 1is used as bait for him. The conflicts re~
vealed in the conversation between him and the Machists reveal some of the major
points of difference. :

The combined forces of humahilty manage to retake the land mass of the planet, but
not the people. They are changed. They will never be what they once were. However,
they will also not be what the Machists had originally intended they be elther.
Changes will be brought into their lives and those lives will be altered once again
by the changes. :

Here an interesting comparison with Red China can be drawn. For years the Chinese
people were kept isolated to maintain their way of life. Now strangers/forelgners

are being allowed inside the country. They are bringing with them new ideas and

ways not previously encountered by these peoples. People interact with other people.
That interaction is bound to bring about change and growth. Just as it is interesting
to contemplate how the population of Ondine will react to its second conditioning,

it is also interesting to speculate upon the changes that might transpire in Red China.,
There are llke circumstances in both cases.

This book is one of self-determination and individualism. It shows how a complete
loss of self can result in a form of death, a form of non-being. This is an excel-
lent book and one I highly recommend. o

DANCERS IN THE AFTERGLOW by Jack Chalker . . Del Rey Aug 78 $1.75

* ¥ ¥ * F X ¥ X X

BORDN ToO exile
By Phyllis Eisenstein |
_-reviewed by A. D. Wallace

QUESTION: How does one go about composing a story in which the otherwise human pro-
tagonist is given transhuman capabilities? (Here Alaric is not of the heroic type,
though a pleasant and talented person.) Eisenstein falls to given a satisfactory
response to the query. Alaric has the faculty of teleporting himself from where he
is to any place where he has been, instantaneously. No other preternatural gifts
are accorded him. Since many, if not most, fantasies are a jumble of unnatural,
miraculous rubble, one should be grateful for Bisenstein's economy.

It is fair to say, I believe, that there are no personae, -only blurred identity tags.

-10-



Alaric exudes only mildly agressive humility or stolid determination, moving line~
arly with episodic lateral arabesques, rarely by choice getting deep into a prob-
lem zone., His journey becomes a father-quest, but subordinate to the desire to
someday marry Princess Solinde. He sings and plays his way through the book (which
is, at best, too loose in the joints) carrying a sword but not using it. Perhaps
the only other character worth mentioning is Mizella, the stock whore-with-the-heart-
of-gold, who returns to her profession when she learns that Alaric enjoys, but does
not love, her., "“Having sex' and "making love" are apparently not sufficient for

her, and she yearns for better things, even with lesser men.

It seems to me that a defect in the story 1is the lack of a recognizable prose style,
this being a binding element that makes a tale cohere. There is a vast spectrum
from Vance's exuberant chromaticism to LeGuin's appealing, compelling symplicity,
from which an author could select an appropriate linguistic style. But apart from
this lack of organic unity, the author does not write a good plcture, because,.l
feel, she has insufficient command of the argot, jargon, lingo of the subgenre. The
impression emerges that the book is anachronistic rather than archaic. In a quite
different vein, there is no comedic intrusion (except for the jester quite early)
and the resolution is vapid.

No doubt Eisenstein has a clientele, a following, toward whom she directs, in part,
her books. This is natural and reasonable. Not being, as yet, of this ilk, but
merely an eclectic reader, I venture the suggestion that she pay more attention to

basics -- of whlch style and characterization are essential components. The notion
of a teleportive minstrel is, so far as I am concerned, a device, a conceit.
BORN TO EXILE by Phyllis Eisenstein $8.95

oreamsnake

by Vonda N. McIntyre
reviewed by Mary Frey

Reptiles are not somethling with which I have ever felt very comfortable. Given the
chance, I wlll gladly by-pass any snake house in any zoo and abandon work in the gar-
den upon seeing anything slither nearby. However after reading DREAMSNAKE I am

willing to at least grant tolerance to the scaley ones. -

The protagonist, named Snake because of her profession, has the same kind of relat-
ionship with her. partners in healing that other fictional characters have had with
dragons, cats, Wookies, etc. Because Ms McIntyre has portrayed Snake so well, I am
willing to admit that such partnerships might very well be possible.

But the real beauty of this novel is not in' the spiritual kinship of healer and her
snakes, but in the infinite care and beauty with which their world is described.
There is a rhythm of life in this culture which the reader can almost immediately
become a part of. Snake's sense of frustration at the prejudices of others can be
keenly felt and shared. By the end of the first few pages, the reader 1s utterly
convinced that this woman is right and that somehow she must win.

Snake is not the only unforgettable character in this book. The gem miners in the
desert and their plight grips you feroclously. Jesse's death is unavoidable! but
truly tragic and noble in its horror. Melissa's life until she meets Snake is
genuinely pitiful, and you have to feel overjoyed that she is taken away from her
mountain home. s

Admittedly, some characters were not so finely portrayed. Despite the fact that
Arevin is Snake's one true love, I never really felt I got to know him. The ultimate
villain, North, seemed rather static too. Gabriel, an outcast forced to stay with
his family for a ridiculous "sex crime", seemed rather forced.

- ,‘j«.



As a person who llkes to have enough descriptive detail to be able to visualize as

I read, I found this book to be almost perfect. As a person who likes to be totally
immersed in some other universe while I read and be able to totally forget my real
surroundings, I found this book marvelous. As a person who likes to be able to
think up "further adventures of...in the same universe," I found this book intriging.

The paperback verslon, at least, is covered with pralses written by the likes of
LeGuin,: Zelazny, and Herbert, It also happens to be this year's Nebula winnexr in
the novel caregory. Obviously many folks who are better qualified than I to decide
what makes a good book, have passed favorable comment on this one., I don't doubt
that they are right.

"All right, it's a good book, and deserving of its praises and awards, but you haven't
told us what it's about.” Does it matter?

Well, there's this glrl who has been tralned to use three snakea to heal people and
while she 1s out on her first mission, one of the snakes is killed by stupid, ignorant
fools. She has to find a way to get another dreamsnake, and they are so rare that '
this seems an utter impossibility, unless she can travel across several mountain
ranges and deserts and talk to some hostile city-folk who may or may not have a repla-
cement dreamsnake, moot whether or not they want to give her one.

Along the way she meets a lonely young man who feels guilt over the deaths in his
family, a disfigured child who had never known any love, another young man who has
"alnned" sexually, a crazy man who wants to turn her over to the villain so he can-
get on the villain's good side again. Several people die, several people are exposed
as fools, several people turn out to be better than we thought at first.

She gets her snake, and incidentally finds out how they breed. She gets her man, etc.
etc,

Read it.

IREAMSNAKE by Vonda N, McIntyre Dell $2.25
*

* * - * * * * ¥* *

BLiInO wvoices
By Tom Reaﬁy
reviewed by P. W. Duncan

Every so often I get an unrational prejudice against a book. I did this with all of
Marion Zimmer Bradley's work. It seemed as if the books were saying "Don't read me.
You won't like me." The same thing happened with BLIND VOICES. In both cases, when
I was able to overcome my preconceptions, I found the books to be qiiite good amﬂeven
readable.

BLIND VOICES did present some rough sledding however as I was not raised in the USA
and know nothing of small midwestern towns baking out there on the prairie. I do know
what 1t 1s like to live somewhere you consider a dead end and simply cannot wait to
leave. Hardly the sort of thing that provokes nostalgia.,

The novel 1s set in Hawley, Kansas.(I must admit that Kansas always reminds me of
Dorothy, cyclones and 0z but no matter.) Hawley is the sort of town where the blggest
excitement 1s watching the barbers cut halr or perhaps a chance auto crash., So it is -
a real dilemma when Haverstock's Wonder Show and the first talking picture both arrive
- the same late summer weekend. Oh, the decisions that must be made. However a skunk
just happens to get loose in the movle theatre which settles matters. And Haverstock's
Wonder Show 1s qulte remarkable. If one didn't know these things were all faked with
mirrors and such, one could swear they were, well, real,
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The novel itself deals with three young glrls who have recently graduated from high
school and are still fairly innocent in the ways of the world however much they may
Pretend to themselves and others that the opposite is true. The three go see the
Wonder Show and thelr lives change through interaction with the Show personnel. The
ways in which they change are predetermined by the sort of people they are. BEach at-
tracts precisely that which will accentuate her basic personality. For one, it leads
down into the darkness; for another passion and for~the third adding a whole new di—
mension to life.

I will also state that I found Haverstock, distasteful as he is, a much more realistic
result of the problem of being a psi-gifted man in a world where most were mind blind.
Reamy shows us his incredible loneliness very well, as well as the megalomanla it has
led to. Thus Haverstock loves Angel who is the only other of his kind he has yet
found, but will not hesitate to kill him if he becomes a threat., He has lived with

the fear of being called "witch” much too long and all the empathy he might have had
has been boiled out of him. o ' s

The novel deals much more with psychologlical change than with fast action. The plot
line is simple but the book is not. It ralses some exceedlingly complex questions for
which we, as a soclety, do not as yet have any answers, It Is sad to think that this
will be the only novel ever from Tom Reamy. It truly deserves its Hugo nomlnation.

Read 1it.

BLIND VOICES by Tom Reamy : Berkley, August 1979  $1.95 .

* * * * * *

a bemtage 01: stars

by Clifford D, Simak
reviewed by John DiPrete

The Grand Master of scilence fiction seems to have a bone to pick with technology. The
many novels of Clifford D. Simak (from the early 1930s to the Present) fall mostly into
the "wilderness vs. the clity" category. Normally his protagonists are country-bred,
peace~loving, and just plain, ordinary folk -- devoted to a simple life in the country.
Many of Simak'bk stories delve into the degeneration, destruction, and gradual breakédown
now occuring in major cities., He tells of a return to simpler modes of existence...

Most clearly this can be seen in CITY (his classic winner of the International Fantasy
Award), as well as minor works such as-A CHOICE OF GODS and, to a lesser extent, RING
AROUND THE SUN ‘and ALL FLESH IS GRASS. The vivldness and reverence in Simak's "nature"
writing seem to reveal a quiet dislike for urban surroundings.

This is repeated in A HERITAGE OF STARS -~ Simak's newest work. Unsurprisingly this
novel tells of the break down of citles and the reemergence of simpler modes of life.
The setting, in this case, 1s a college campus; the latter a repository for lost sur-
vival and learning skills. In effect, it ls a last vestige "holdout"” for civilization.

Common Simak story elements are all here: a slow, restive pace: well-defined charactersj
fine evocations of mood, setting, and atmosphere; a wonderful sense of tradition,

For its high level of entertainment, it's definitely recommended for SF fans of all

ages.

A HERITAGE OF STARS by Clifford D. Simak : Berkley, 1978 $1.75.
*

* * * * * * * *

-Clifford D. Simak is one of the GoH's at Denvention II in 1981,



‘By John Varley
reviewed by Dennis Jarog

DSV Ringmaster with its captain, Cirocco Jones approached the Saturnian syatem

with the intent of exploration., They discovered that there was a satellite, Themis,
which could only be artifical due to its configuration. They arrived at the moonj
‘41t swallowed them and set them on 8 journey through e miriad of lush forest, desert
-—meeting with several sentient life forms and on the way meeting the Goddess,
Ghea, master of the moon and akin to many others like her throughout the universe.

Upon awakening by herself, Jones acquainted herself with her surroundings and
‘quickly made contact with some of her crew. She met the Titanides, locked in
battle with the angels, acquired Whistlestop, a floater, and reached the decision
to seek Ghea whom she knew dwelt in the center of the torus. After a long a peri-
lous journey, she met the maker of this world and came away with the strangest of
all jobse.

This book, TITAN, was the first thing I bave read hy'Varley and I enjoyed it immen-
sely. The author began with a couple of ideas that are common stock -- an artificial
satellite in orbit in the solar system, with a wildly distinctive ecosystem. But.
then Varley moves on to create his story and does a marvelous job at it.  His sen-
tlences are crafted beautifully, are a joy to encounter. .and starkly uniqne yet real
at the same time,

The Goddess Ghea is one of the most delightful godﬂesses I have ever read about.
Typically such are stunningly beautiful with a body to move the most callous, prancing
about in a sumptous garden sétting with legions of devoted servants. Varley gives

us Ghea, a matron well on in years who would not be out of place in Victorian Eng-

- land. She is a school marm or the sort who inhabits the offices of plastic surgeons,
looking for a new lease on life. Here we have a goddess who has fallen on hard times
and possibly has fallen archee as well -~ a real goddess if I ever read of one.

And in how many novels does the protagonist leave the novel with a pay increase,
and a really different sort of job?

' TITAN by John Varley is a wild novel, a unique combination of SF and allusions t0u
older myths. I recommend it very highly.

1

TITAN by John Varley
»* * K * * *

THE SECRET SEA by Thomas F. Monteleone (a quick review by Lynne Holdom)

Lately authors seem to be milking the classics for plot ideas. T recently read
MORLOCK NIGHT and now this. And how much recent SF borrows from Arthurian legend?

THE SECRET SEA mines several of the works of Julee Verne. Bryan Alexander, while
exploring his aunt's old house in Vermont, comes across a manuscript that hints that
Verne may have gotten all his plot ideas from a visitor from a parallel world -~-
and one where time moves much more slowly. Therefore he gets the idea that he can
meet Captain Nemo 1f he can only get to the right gate. He succeeds in meeting not
only Captain Nemo but Robor the Conquerer and his great uncle who disappeared mys-
teriously. The novel has all sorts of allusions to just about every Verne novel
published in English and is a lot of fun to read if you don't insist on taking it
too seriously.

THE SECRET SEA by Thomas F. Monteleone ' ‘Popular 1dbrary 1979 $1.75
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PROBING JUPITER'S ATMOSPHERE — Red-hot nose cone separates from probe portion of Galileo
spacecraft as it ‘‘hangs on the shrouds’ and samples the atmosphere of the largest planet in the solar
system. Painting depicts key moment in flight of Galileo, the new planetary project planned by Caltech’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory. The Galileo spacecraft would be launched in Janury 1982 — the first planetary
mission aboard the space shuttle — and would arrive at Jupiter late in 1984. The probe will enter the sunlit
side of Jupiter’s atmosphere and provide the first direct sampling of that planet’s atmosphere. Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory has over-all management responsibility for Galileo. NASA’s Ames Research Center is
responsible for development of the probe.






