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Winston Churehill: Historn will be kind to me, for J intend to write it.

INTERMISSION #105

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com for EAPA, now also N'APA! The last of 10
"history issues”, alas. LoC if you want more, and follow @SFJournalen’'s newstweets on
Nordic sf/f/h&fandom’ I have covered skiffy news for six decades now. Thish probably has
some mutated typos! Get vacczinated! Use a twiltone facemask while reading! Late Jan 2021.

MEDitorially S
| usually have some comments here on the absurd medical : J \
situation we're in But first a couple of news about Intermission. A

1) This is the 10th "history issue" with old newspaper clips about
sf and fandom. From next issue I'll begin to scale down on the
history reporting (I'll keep to maybe a couple of clips) and also cut Es—
down on "outsiders" getting the zine. | have mailed it around to
many non-APAns, thinking that the history stuff is worth a wider
audience. All who have in any way reacted to an Intermission
history issue will be kept on the mailing list, though. But if you
want to be sure of getting #106 just send me a few words!

2) And secondly, Intermission will from now on also haunt N'APA, P oF /
which is run by N3F (The National Fantasy Fan Federation), the The King of Sweden, HM Carl XVI
organisation founded in 1941 by among others damon knight, Gustat, got his his first corona vaccine in
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fantasy Fan_Federation early January. Didn't seem to hurt much.
N'APA started way back in 1959 on paper but is now electronic. I've been an "associate member" of
N3F for a few years, an arrangement which gives you their PDFzines and E-mails (but no voting
rights). | knew about N'APA somewhere in the back of my head, ut when the latest N3F E-mail
explicitly suggested you to join, | though: By Rosce! Thundering Rockets! Why not!

About the corona shite. Whatever media claims, things aren't too bad here - and improving, with
curves diving. Sweden is still on no lockdown and past the second wave, though it was bigger than
expected (shouldn't perhaps been unexpected, cold of winter makes a virus yell "Yippie!" as people
move more indoors). The diving curves are to a degree due to a decent level of herd immunity. And
it's also clear that Swedish corona deaths have been over-reported by a factor of 3. The Public Health

Antal avlidna per vecka Agency claimed 9500 by Dec 31, but excess deaths were "only" 3400. The

proee rest were deceased with but not from the virus. The definition has simply

s00 been too "wide", and many countries claiming lower death rates probably

o have inadequate statistics. (Russia eg had excess deaths 2020 five times

] higher than their official corona deaths figure indicate.)

= The Swedish economy has lost "only" 3.3% in 2020, much better than for
ot se™  most other countries, and the drop its expected to be reclaimed in 2021.

Swed/sh virus deaths Jan 27.  But vaccination goes very slow. There are at this moment only just over

2nd bump now diving hard! 250 000 shots delivered, a rate by which it'd take 4 years to cover the
country. | hope the pace of arm pricking picks up as more vaccine types become available. But it will
be a a complement to natural herd immunity. In mid-December 38% (!) of Stockholmers carried
antibodies = immunity. It must be even more now, have spread country-wide and will spread even
more next months. Immunity and more vaccination (only those not gone through the infection should
be jabbed, they are immune already!) should together kill off the bugger by spring, surely by summer
anyway. And don't believe in shoddy skiffy raving about mutants! Let's hope this bloody dystopian-
armageddon-scientifiction-Martian bug have left us alone by summer! --Ahrvid Engholm



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Fantasy_Fan_Federation

RIP: Sture Sedolin & Sten Andersson

Sten Andersson (1951-2019) made his debut as sf author with the time travel
novel Resan tillbaka ("The Trip Back") in 1980. Among his about half a dozen
ottt ¥ novels (plus a number of short stories in Jules Verne Magasinet) we also
' have his steampunkish Zeppelinarvalsen ("The Zeppelin Waltz"). His
speciality was what he called "economy sf". A humours guy, often with a little
joke coming from the corner of his mouth, who sometimes could be seen on
our sf cons. A very important contribution by him to the sf genre is when his
small publishing house Heidi in 2015 released Hépna! - en bok om 1950-
talets tongivande science fiction-tidskrift ("Hapna! A book about the dominant
T sf magazine of the 1950s", ed John-Henri Holmberg), a history about and
— with stories from this important Swedish sf magazine. He died in November,
but it's unknowm if this damn' C virus was involved. [

'Sture Sedolin, mentioned in Intermission's history
lissues several times. (Sedolin is his mother's maiden
. ‘ name. Some spell the other name "Hellstrom" but it
‘seems he preferred Hallstrom). He was one of the .
= leading fans in early Swedish fandom from the 1950's :‘
and on. Publisher of the eminent Super Fantasi, the
newszine SF-Fronten (later changing name to SF-
Wl Times) and the first English language Swedish fanzine | E
i Cactus. He was one of the first Swedish fans to have
g international contacts and go to foreign cons, like to
jLoncon in 1960 (see the pictures), more in eg
~ http://www.fiawol.org.uk/fanstuff/then
%z20archive/1960con/60con1.htm IN THE GROOVE
e He was _
~——also known {ﬁn;
i for being in {;

Kusthaidiet pi shivn

.«.eller hur det it ill act fiireviga vira toner — och allt oftare dven vira gestalter

a |Ong-tlme R) genom dren.
feud Wlth Nagra forhistoriska inspelningar finns fingade med hjilp av en Tandbergs-
bandspelare vid tiden fiir bandets tillblivelse. Efter nigra ir dik skivproducen-
S am J ten Sture Hallstom upp. Han kallades "Piraten”eftersom han hade specialiserat
sig pd art ge ut gamla originalinspelningar frin jazeens bamdom pi ett eget
Lu ndWa | | ’ skivimirke l‘allargl::rale Records. Sverige hade, rii: skillnad frin de F{r;m uu:m

lander s kort tid som 25 ir som gedns for nar mspelat material var "friet”

said to
have began
in the early

N iterurge, i utlindska skivsamlare stillde ofta sina kolossala 78-varvs-
|  samlingar till Stures forfogande, och dessa vilproducerade skivor med
aterutgivningar pi EP och LP var lange eftertraktade av jazadiggare tver
hela viirlden.

'

1 960 S | Han hade ocksi planer pi att ge ut ett antal svenska grupper. Tajmingen
| | var dock oturlig, eftersom publikintresset svingde om till firmdn fiir pop
f o5 Wh en Stu re och rock dren di Kustbandet hhajadn: ta fart, men band som Dixie Six, The
. J. CI a | m ed Lords och Imperial Band hann se dagens ljus. Inspelningar hade gjorts pa
Alan Dodd Sture Se dolln Don Ford from Loncon 1 960 Borgarskolan med Kustbandet, Tyviir blev den plancrade EPin inte av
men en av inspelningama, Washboard Wiggles, hamnade lingt senare pa

Sam J spelning igg gt senare

- samlings-LP som Arkivet for Ljud och Bild (=ALB) gav ut. Kenneth

fyllde 18 ar samma dag som sessionen figde rum och var den Klart lysande

"stole" an sf con Sture planned, but they were also newszine
competitors when Sam started SF-Nytt. Sture withdrew a bit

from fandom later in the 1960's to concentrate on jazz music, =~ e e bl e
becoming a rather big name in those circles, but could still be i

seen as eg projectionist when the Scandinavian SF A jazz column by Sture Hallstrom.

stiiman. Sture har donerat allt inspelat material; somt till Arkivet for ljud

FYO//) tha n=is: ;}z’;}}aﬁ rr Of(:j 14 5 ) f)\}//]gdd -{/ /}(:) !


https://inews.co.uk/news/consumer/corona-beer-sales-soared-2020-covid-association-supermarket-sales-latest-799853
https://inews.co.uk/news/consumer/corona-beer-sales-soared-2020-covid-association-supermarket-sales-latest-799853
http://www.fiawol.org.uk/fanstuff/then%20archive/1960con/60con1.htm
http://www.fiawol.org.uk/fanstuff/then%20archive/1960con/60con1.htm
http://www.fiawol.org.uk/fanstuff/then%20archive/1960con/60con1.htm

Association had movie nights. | had some contacts with
him through the years, like when he gave me some old S
fanzines, about two full paper bags (I'll bequest it to the =
Uppsala university library, which | know Sture also
wanted as he lived in Uppsala).

In 1964 he launched the prozine (or semipro) Nya
Vérldar ("New Worlds"), mentioned in last issue from an
Expressen article, though it only came with one issue.
He liked classic films, beside old music, and he was
involved in reissuing old jazz and evergreen tracks, .
https://www.discogs.com/artist/3087741-Sture-Hallstrém DO” Ford, Brian JOfda” Bill Temple, Sture
| heard from Sture as late as last August. He lived in a Sedolin, Ron Bennet, from Loncon 1960.
care home for the elderly, but | don't know if the blasted virus was involved in his death, which
happened in November.

RIS NBRY OF THE FETERE
* k| k Rt ot Rt * Kk *
x| x| * e i by x| x ﬁ ** * %k

When the Royal Library in Stockholm - our national library - last spring opened their digital newspaper
archive online for a couple of months (to compensate for less availability due to a Certain Virus) |
didn't know it would turn into a goldmine of history information. It has taken many hundreds of hours
of work. | estimate at least 250 hours those two spring months going through the archive as much as
| could (resulting in ca 1500 save newspaper articles) and to this comes weeks, months of work
afterwards sifting through it all and presenting it here in Intermission.

A couple of hundred of the finds have been here in ten issues, but with next issue it's time to ease
off a little on all this work. I'll try to get Intermission a little bit back to normality. I'll keep a little history
corner, but I'll let other contents be back, a bit of this and that and not entire issues of just old
newspaper clips. I'll also scale back on the "external" distribution, done because the history stuff may
be of wider interest. Science fiction and fandom history are rather international topics. Much of it has
come from the US and UK, where it has been covered in English, in books, con panels, web sites,
etc. It has thus made sense to summarise or translate what | have found into English.

While cutting a little on external distribution, I'll keep all who one time or another has contacted me
about the issues - but If you want to be sure to stay on the list, just send me a few words. Others
who | think may be history interested will also be kept for now.

Intermission usual contents are eg reports from events | have attended (those were very few last
year...), thoughts on things I've read, con reports, comments on recent events, well, anything | find
interesting really, but usually relating to sf, fantasy, fandom and culture in a broader sense . But you
may also find a few comments on, say, cross-country skiing. (Which | watch on the telly. Hope the
Swedish skiers grab some metal at the coming World Championships. Especially our women's team
is right now probably the world's best.) | hope | won't have too write many RIPs, though.

But now over to the history s.tuff! Isn't it strange that we whp are Fans of the Science fiction
Far Future often dig so deep into the past? | think that the history of fandom
is especially interesting, since it has always been a (f)anarchistic environment

dmne pa kongress

with lots of unique creativity and legend making, in a way we can't see in any i s & wal caiine o0 e
" frin Ds Kk, N il i fi

other cultural movement AFAIK. "Fandom has a history equal to a small G Roro L bl ke et
21t H n o~ Selenre Tietion, Dat 8

European country", someone observed. Hen fetttnds, ekandinavibha kongtes

. . . sen i dmnet,

History also rules when it comes to sf. Older stuff in the genre tends to be sFancon 702 kallas kongreseen och

. . . . Arrangorer I Clt FanunAnsiuioing

more interesting and better than much more recent production, which tends  sem Eallar aig Wittochetsselisiapet

. ) i Din Vin: Fandom, Tt ir en Informell

to be babbling, pretentious and overlong, faults stemming from the L It peiiens It

aren Bortll ©. Mariensson, Laowd,

teknolog Mats Livder och 11, stad,

John-Henrl Holmberg, Stockholn,


https://www.discogs.com/artist/3087741-Sture-H%C3%A4llstr%C3%B6m

introduction of word processors and Political Correctness. (2xPC...!)
So on fandom now. First a little convention note | don't think | have run before, from Goteborgs-
Posten, April 14 1970, "SF Topic on Convention"”...a "rather original topic":

Around 150 persons will gather the three first days of May from Denmark, Norway and Sweden to have a
convention on a rather original topic - sf. It is the 15th Scandinavian convention on the subject. The convention
and organisers are a society calling themselves The Witty Society Your Friend Fandom. It is an informal
literary society consisting of the author Bertil C Martensson, Lund, technolog /title for tech engineer student/
Mats Linder and Ph student John-Henri Holmberg, Stockholm.

There was no formal system for deciding what was a "Scancon" They simply counted that there had
been 14 earlier cons in Sweden, Denmark and Norway (Finland didn't count yet). Later in the 1970's
we tried a formal rotation system between these three, but the order became unsynchronised and the

En resa till
manen.

——

Hur jorden tor sig frén mim“,

Dak iir linnu i friskt minne bur
do smerikanska radilyssvarng fér
or tid sedan akrimdes halvé Frdn
vettet gomom en wisindning oy H.
G, Wells pjlis »Varldarnes keigs.
Tusentals minniskor trodde ot
marsborna hillo pd aft stormg jorc
den och det blew en forfarliz npp-
stindelse, a

Hiindelsen visar atb ingen minni-
ska epeatligen anser det fGr otro-
liga att kommunikslioner kuoBB
komms Eill stdnd wellay jorden osh
dess graonoy i rymden, Hup
skp g til] och nir funiasiorna kans
na bli verklighet Gr en onpap
oy saken, R

I Newyork kan man emellertid
i wirn en resn till minen, liks red-
listisk som nhgonsin j verklighe-
ten, Dot sker i Haydenplansiariat.
Astronomerng kiinog redan il
mycket om ménen ptt det into 8T
bijnder ndgra odverstigliza l'rll'*.z'
heter alt konstruers ett vealistisht
minlandskap, och med hilp av deo
moderny oknikens olikn hjil pme-
del dramatisers en tesa dit och [4-
ta passngerarna skido do syoer en
min-invinare skulle sa. 21

Det hor fogit en stor siab oy
madhjilpare fyra ménnder atp sdf-
ta i scen depnn sensationally fu-

3

risteripp, men vesnltstet ir peked|
tdnings- |,

niirkligi om man fdr iro
referaten,

Man har milet ‘2,,0'1@ livm. P ..
med  minsceneriar, lrabrar  och
ringberg och shavs. och ljmsex-
perterng ha bryti sina hifrnor fdc]
att f& fram do rittn liuseffelijerss.
Dot svirasts hap kanske varib att
med hidlp av oliks prainkidier vis

"Oops! There's a
1new Moon today... "

bur jorden och yymden ty sig ut
O inans Lorigsat. © T KU

Passagerarny 15 flats 1 ett vaket-
skepp, som startar med en [arfir
lig explosion och seduo hor man ett
stindigt brus oy explosioner, dif
rakoten arbelar oeh med &b hostig-
ot sy 7,000 km, i sek. rusar fram

nom rymden, Inpe i detta -
kptskepp, stort som ett modernt
Blegakepp, finns ppiarligivis  allt
uppbiukligt i friga om komfort,
Men passagernrng & som on l;ltrl
¥ooest komma in | Davigations-
mmuk, dir massor ay métartavlor,
Fattar och insirument géra ett im-
Ponerande intryol poh man genom
ehsgrvatoriefinstren kan se minens

t nlirma sig. Denps effekb lik-
Som  minga andia  bar uppngtta
genam skicklip trickfotogralering.

Efter an stund landar raketskep-

't ph mhnen oeh i nBsta Ggeo-
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ohmligen den 18 aprl 2144 och
Junt den dagen iniriffar sollGr-
mirkalse, Dot blir mings mileris-
En, ja renk kosliga ljuseffektor,
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winon ot by fyttaty 0l bue 1y friends, eg of Lituanian
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become reality is another
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embark on a trip to the
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eoh dR forde miinninkoslikiols an-
g Gndn i katastrofen Sivida inte
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Moon in New York, just as realistic as it would be in real life. You do that in the Hayden planetarium. The
astronomers already know so much about the Moon that constructing a realistic moon landscape presents no
insurmountable obstacles with the help of the tools of modern technology, at the same time dramatising a trip
there and let the passengers see what a moon traveller would see. It has taken a big staff of co-workers four
months to stage this sensational tourist trip, and the result is extraordinary if newspaper reports are to be
believed. They have painted 2000 sqm cardboard with Lunar landscapes, craters and ring mountains and
"seas" and the lighting experts have done their best to get the right lighting effects. The most difficult has
perhaps been to project what Earth looks like from the Moon. The passengers are seated in a rocket ship that
starts with a terrible explosion, and then you hear a constant noise from explosions as the rocket thrusts and
rushes through space with 7000 km/sec. [Sic!/ In this rocketship, the size of a modern battleship, there is
everything of modern comfort, but the passengers are given the extra favour of being let into the navigation
room, where lots of displays, dials and instruments make an big impression, and through an observation
window you can see how the Moon comes closer. This effect like much other has been achieved by skilled
trick photography. After a while the rocketship lands on the Moon and the next moment the travellers are in a
Lunar crater, from which they can observe a heavenly event. The trip takes place April 18 2144 and this day
there is a solar eclipse. There will be many artistic, yes scary effects. The travellers would have a diving
helmet on their heads and oxygen tubes on their backs if it was real to go out on excursions in a silent Lunar
world - silent because there's no air that can transfer the sound vibrations. But it would be easy for them to
climb the mountains. The Moon has only 1/6 of Earth's gravity and a heavyweight of 90 kg would only weigh
15. To do this /simulate 0.16 G/ is however nothing the planetary gentlemen are able to achieve. The trip to the
Moon must for a long time remain a fantasy however. The astronomer can still investigate our neighbour. The
telescope brings the Moon close to us. When the latest wonder is ready, the 5 m mirror of Mnt Palomar, the
Moon will be only 40 km away. But unfortunately this giant mirror won't be very good for studying such a big
object as the Moon. 2144 is only a minute forward in time for an astronomer, however far away it may seem to
us. With the ingenious projectors they can take us forward in time - and just as easily let the clock move
backwards and take us to for instance the night Jesus was born. But of course the astronomers can't include
everything in their calculations. In October the little planetoid Hermes came very close to Earth - it was just
over 60 000 km away. It is just under 10 km big but if it had collided - it's not totally out of the question -
something like the final doom would have happened. But otherwise the risk of a collision is very slim, space is
after all despite what our eyes witness very thinly populated. The distances between the stars are so huge
that they can be compared to five birds that on our planet fly over one continent each. That they would meet
would be very improbable, don't you think. No, it is more likely that our romantic companion will be the villain.
The Moon is pulled closer to Earth through her stronger gravity, not much in a hundred years but enough to be
noted. When the distance has shrunk to 40% of present the Moon will simply be pulled apart through the
terrible gravity from Earth. Pieces of the Moon will fall on Earth, until it entirely crashes there, and then the
human species saga end in a disaster. Unless we have long before that ended ourselves. (Caption: What the
Earth looks like from the Moon.)

i Interesting that they thought the
| Moon is coming closer. We now
.\ know it is slowly drifting away. New
4 || York's Hayden Planetarium (1935-
I 1997, now reopened as a part of
American Museum of Natural
History) was big on speculating
about space travel! I've googled
around to try to find what the 1940

| - s lUNar trip at the planetarium looked == ;
The Original Hayden Planetarium. Torn jike byt the best | find are general ...and replaced by this. Looks

- - Lo ars 9sT impressive!
down in 1997 descriptions of the institution, like

https://playingintheworldgame.com/2014/11/25/memories-of-the-hayden-planetarium/ And the Lunar
landscape mentioned
might have looked like
this (but it's a 1950's
version by Chesley
Bonestell). Note how
they get the hills wrong!
Real lunar hills are



https://playingintheworldgame.com/2014/11/25/memories-of-the-hayden-planetarium/

rounded and low.

And about trips to the Moon, here's from Expressen July 10th, 1954,
about critic Roland Adlerberth who through his outstanding and very
personal review column in Hépna! (later continued in Jules Verne
Magasinet) was very important for introducing sf in Sweden:

MOON WRITER: Roland Adlerberth, library man, poet, critic from Gothenburg

MANSKRIBENT: Roland Ad-
lerberth, biblioteksman, skald,
kritiker fran Goteborg, har blivit er-
bjuden av Radiotjinst att resa till
ménen. Bara i fantasin wvisserligen,|
men anda. Det var Adlerberths ar-
tikel i Expressen forra sondagen
som ladg bakom erbjudandet. Adler-
berth ska frian och med héosten bli
science fiction-kritiker i Bonniers
Litterdra Magasin.

has by Radiotjanst Inational radio company/ been offered to travel to the Moon.
Well only in his imagination, but still. It was Adlerberth's article in Expressen last Sunday that is behind the
offer. Adlerberth shall starting this autumn become sf critic in Bonnier's Literary Magazine.

Wénresendr far byta

rakel under vdgen

LONDON (UP). Brittiska Inter-
planetira sallskapets ordforande, Ar-
thur C, Clarke, raknar med att den
forsta manflygningen skall bli av om
20 eller 30 ar,

Dessforinnan, troligen inom de nar-
maste tio aren, kemmer, vetenskaps-
méannen att ha placerat en konst-
gjord mine omedelbart utanfér jor-
dens atmosfir, spar han. Denna ext-
ra "méne” skall i framtiden tjana
|som "bensinstation” for rymdfarkos-
terna ech mojligen ocksé for ombyte
av raket for minresendrerna och lig-
ga minst 500 km. frin jorden.

Ett slags raket skulle gh i "firj-
trafik” mellan jorden och den konst-
giorda ménen, och en annan, som
mojligen kommer att byggas utanfor
jordatmosfaren, skulle vidarebeford-
'ra resendrerna till ménen.

Dd resorna ufstricks till andra
planeter, framst Mars och Venus, be-

hovs dessutom en "langdistansraket”,
vilken méste byggas ndgonstans ule

i varldsrymden och forbli dar,

Vetenskapare och amatorer som dr
intresserade av rymdresor samlas till

| haven't identified the article referred to yet (it may be among the 1500
newspaper clips | collected) but BLM was at the time the most important
literary magazine. Good for him! The magazine had previously that year
published the infamous head-on attack on sf, covered here before, by
vitriolic Elisabeth Tykesson, and getting Adlerberth on the train may have
been their way of making a sort of redemption.

And who's better to guide you to the Moon, if only in a literary review, than
Arthur C Clarke, as here in Expressen August 25, 1951 (possibly the first
time Mr Clarke is mentioned in Swedish press), "Moon traveller must
switch rocket underway":

The chairman of the British Interplanetary Society counts on that the first flight to
the Moon will happen within 25 to 30 years /it took 18!/ Before that, probably

within ten years, the scientists will place an artificial moon just outside Earth's
atmosphere, he predicts. This extra "moon"” will in the future serve as a "petrol
station"” for the space vehicles and possibly also for changing rocket for the moon
travellers, and it should be at least 500 km from Earth. One type of rocket would
go in "ferry traffic" between Earth and the artificial moon, and another which
possibly would be built outside Earth's atmosphere, would transport the travellers
to the Moon. As journeys are extended, in first hand to Mars and Venus, a "long
distance rocket" will be needed and it must be built out there in space and remain
there. Scientists and amateurs who are interested in space travel will gather for
discussions about future projects in London in September.

diskeussioner om framtida projekt 1 We meet Arthur "Ego" Clarke again in Expressen, February 5, 1953, "The

|London i september,

How the Moon may be colonised is described
in a new book by the chairman of the British
Interplanetary Society, Arthur C Clarke. The
first moon travellers will probably be most
interested in the moon minerals. With the

Moon May Be Colonised with 'Air Tight' Cities":

[ MANEN KAN KOLONISERAS
- MED "LUFTTATA” STADER
rm&?ig_opﬁkgmm‘e'ssen} Hur minniskan kan kolonisera manen, skild-

spaceship as a base they will explore the area
around the landing. Later they'll build simple
"igloos” for living, after some trips back and
forth. That means a Lunar base has been
established - certainly on plains facing Earth. A |
few years after the first landing the base will be
permanent and constantly manned. Its task: in
first hand astronomical research. After some
decades it's possible to to begin real
colonisation. The problems of oxygen and food |
should then be solved. If it will be doable is an
important question. It is crucial for if the Moon's

future population will be a few dozen scientists |

or millions of people living in "air tight" cities.
NOTE: It will take some time before we can

check Mr Clarke's prophecies. As yet we have problems to even

de, Arthur C. Clarke.

De férsta manresendrerna kom-
mer troligen att mest intressera
sig fir manens mineral. Med

'rymdskeppen som 'ba:ser kommer
- de att uiforska de nirmaste om-

radena kring landningsplatsen.
S4 smaningom kommer enkla
beboeliga *igloos™ att byggas —
efter nigra resor fram'och ater,
Det betyder att en ’méanbas
etableras — silert pd en slatt pa
den sida som vetter mot jorden.
Nagra Ar efter den forsta land-
ningen blir basen permanent med

¢ stindig bemanning.

Basens uppgift: i forsta hr-1
astronomiska forskningsr,

Kffer aArfionden finns det mdi-
ligheter att pibdrja en wverklig
colonisering. Da bir problem soml

i

Annan. vi
‘Clarles profetior. An sa linge har

av det briftiska interplanctaviska sallskapets ordfdran-

YT loch! nicingstillférsel wara
Gsta. s

HHur 154t de lan lGsas &r en
betydelsefull friza. Den &r av-
gorande for om ménen . framtida
befolkning ska bli nagra dussin
vetenskapsmin  eller miljoner
mianniskor som bor belkvimi i sto-
ra, "lufitata” stiader,

FOTNOT: Det drvgjer eft slag
kan kontrollera wmr

vi problem nog med att Gver hu-
vud taget kunna "rja resa till.

manen. Mi kan l&sa om de pro- §

blemen i en reporfageserien i
Expressen som borjar * dag pé
Bildsidan! :

problems in a series of reports, starting today on the Picture Page.

travel to the Moon. You can read about these




One of the Expressen Moon reports will follow below.
Wikipedia writes about the 1951 conference mentioned,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Astronautical_Federation

SVENSKA
INTERPLANETARISKA
SALLSKAPET

After World War I, Heinz Gartmann, Gunter Loeser, and Heinz-Hermann [ ogo of the Swedish Interplanetary
Koelle formed the German Rocket Society. They contacted the British  Society, founded in 1950.

Interplanetary Society and Groupement Astronautique Francaise. The

French group's leader, Alexandre Ananoff, organized the First International Congress for Astronautics in Paris
in September 1950. At the second congress in London in September 1951, the International Astronautical

Federation (IAF) was organized.

And here we learn that Svenska Sallskapet for Rymdforskning ("Swedish Society for Space
Research") was founded October 16, after the 1950 IAC Paris meeting, in 1951 re-named Svenska

Interplanetariska Sallskapet ("Swedish Interplanetary Society")

http://www.svengrahn.pp.se/histind/Swefirst/SIS/SIS.htm (text in Swedish, but try Google Translate if
you're really interested). The space and sf oriented group Atomic Noah, inspired by the Atomic Bomb
and tales from Jules Verne Magasinet, had been formed earlier, September 1945,as told before in

Intermission.

Séderhamns Tidning had more on LU'FH'Q]"G sf‘ader pd méneh

moon colonies August 31 1953,

"Air-Tight Cities on the Moon - fc ntash 5]( § fram H dspro i e’d

Fantastic Future Project":

D= firstn minnkskorna har
Jandar pa minom

The first men have landed on the ey Seihr i

. . gail onen v n har

Moon. From being weightless when o b WAl en 6 wv e
. wilt viver inte riies sl

they've been on the space station mea Tk stor fnaictighes

. . wrats wk mr ra-
outside Earth, the have now regained e % w man s

viiger 8 kilo pd jorden,

some of their weight and don't have 0 = wemmer bas it e 1

kils pa manen. MAnens

move around with the same care as draghingenrart ir eedsst en

sjittedel av jordens, seh det

they exit the rocket. A man weighing 78 = ssr st smamsus s
kg on Earth will only weigh 13 on the migon stirre amstrangaing |

—

sins. _Evertryoksdriictor.  PA Bilden #ill vinster visar minens Lige r:ﬂ;dm.lgrake!en starfar frl‘r; ;P:.Jd“';?m ;J:;r.i:‘p
[ i it jorden slsulls s varm mer . den, Raketen “kastas™ i en svagt siuttande bana mot mdnen. Vid pilen 3
MOO”. . The Moon IS anunin Vltlng otymplips in en dylare § full ' minens.dragningskrafe gallande och rakefen “sogs" in. Minep har hunnit fécflytta sig som

world for an Earth being, and the over- = st i afpogleas: Hegan. it madas pakeisne .

A on opfstvEnHy vErid

pressurised suits will as before become s e seamsmse, s svee-

the salvation for the spacemen. There o s e | 20.000 stér i ko

Dot finns ingen Meft att andns

is no air to breathe and meteorites NOW e meosier e w o s | Fill {Grsta manresan

Bar ooh virvlar upp det guibruna

and then hit them. The cosmic radiation dsmmet. e sssmisna arai | 5 Bayfenpbumctarict | New Pork flass eit aniki korbre
glster., Dot uppiar namsen pd 20000 mimmiskor, som stAr

isn't visible but is a sneaky not yet i ot s v ek e raponria 4] heset
explored danger. The low gravity is the | BILIETT TILL || 2 st o oo foe vitioe b s =i

kategorier. Bland dom & lives nidgra svenskar.

reason the spacemen can move VARLDSRYMDEN || .2  tersiseurs rese.
around in long leaps. But they can't call coh. md bpprIttal HATABAL

tes ooh moggranna beskrive
Femite m‘n ninga= fGe resoras. A snart

each other, sound isn't spread on the o e e 34
Moon. They can only talk to each Other wuges wms wte s sores sews, | 80 sosivsian aas

B 40 §o. Enno oot- De flasia hoppas

through short wave transmitters. TWO- @i s B
WEEK NIGHTS /In-text headlines in wimtaen sue mayin ae | Seis

Det Hr Inte fhrata ghngen

H mEd Mnga steg. Men de lan iy i i
CAPS/ Night and day has changed ety b Rrest s paseont o

rhythm. In the space port night and day i setsagsssaars o e soes | 1928 =pias 1 Sosimmess

' ' SN o
switched every hour. Now the night has — " o) ot protumde Godoard vid

stretched to two weeks and the day iS = Dvsssytmen nae musai g | ommeres s Bl A B
Fa8 igen. 1 symdbamzes byites B t il

just as long. It is during the bright Baitt ooh dog varls tmma. Nu | hensnerkioiscs Sule hem

bar natten strfclcs at I tva

ma pd minén, Han Erkts
inte t4 med négTa pASEIge-
cars, di Ban iote Fudds sEis
returbiifeit. Trots deita an.
milds sig omedelbac: 32 per-
soner, som Bbnsde om atl Bk
kia med!  Nagen atart ave
hbrdes Afdsig, och peojelolst
Ll AmATt | Fi0aafRa.

Bard twll Br sedare fok
mfimeniisiaaisrns gyl Boapp
amerikdnen  Robert Condit
pdstod alg e konstruerat en
caket, i vilken han och bane
fiiwtmd sculle flyga il friims
mande planeter. Ingen fick
emdllertid se rakelen stac-
fefi  UppARGts ddeligen osh
slutligen trittnnde man pA
den  fantasifulle  'rokekicoc-
atrultbrons™ projekt.

daytime the men on the moon must Veokori ool degen A ifke Wor

Dot &r wmder den Hosa ﬂazudﬂ:! Dk Tockts.:Dastiee’: | Pl o )

work. But they have to be careful. The = & s s st mines T8 8 SN LA
L rande arbatsmaterial. Under dat

lunar surface is treacherous: if they Seantien. Spiek masytan Br| " cemmingret anjer wi

Mrrigdisk: aser de g Inte &2
mbjligen mineraler och vakten-

don't watch out they'll step through a & & s o e rer. e st wnersiin om

atolnad lavamanssn och stfirts mor
det finns spie av AblmosfEr och

thin layer of lava and fall into the abyss. e s it iin U e der fome nicon fomm av

Hr sprickor ach dessutom se till
| vilxtighet. Asiropomeros  fir

They must beware of cracks and also S in i i B it as s pacter oo

look out for tears on their Pressure SUits ™ fr it o v e o s s

H ftempererad plats late Ao frio

from razor-sharp rocks. A mild D mm;‘em; » FaOEDSREN-
H tax Ar. nimligen temperatiiren Nir miirikret faller Sver minen
temperature location near one of the i e e T B Sy | e
Inndningapiatesn valts med stor med et Mogt starkers skeo do
ameorg §= solen Spdd brinnande W ser mAnen ysa. StjErnorna
het, Kommer man nar | ndgon stoilar bllckstilla mot den svarta
Elyfta lean man  emellertld sa‘rvmd#u. ingen atmosfir bryter

Eymdmiinnen Bar under hela
uppehAllat arbetat (vrigt pa att
forbereds ett nytt besdk med en
silicre  flatta.  BA  amdningom
skaoll de upprAtin eo mbnbaa, som
i framtiden ger dem oya mEj-
lighetes att fortsftin rymdens
ardvring

ph 200 mils avaticd oih mAR-
raksten Hr Ater | rymdstationons
bans. Nar den clrkelformigs

rymdhamoan  dyker - tpp, slis
bromearna ©ill, miénraketen faller
is § deas baBs och "landss. De
fieata mAnresepdrerna  vinder
Ater in § aitt hem ) rymdan. Med
pAgra mv de mindra raketerns
kan de sedan frdes nes wll jor-
e

& SAMAALLEN OCH
ETADER

Detts Ar priocipen flir résorna
till mAnes. Vad hac man dA it
vinna ay en kolonisatios av mls
nen, osh wilka mdjligheter nar
man att uppehilla minakligt dv
il T

Arthur C. Clatks 4r Gver-
tpgad em alt midoniskor skall
kunna kolonisers minen. Hazoe
pian &- atl oppidva @Eilesiord
domer sv plexigias och fylls dem
med syTe.  Hirinne kas sedan
mBoniAken TOFA S1E | Gtan fArd
1 dessa whidiga domer mas mln-
mincen anilzgs tridgi-dar ool
biirga otrofiga akStdar 1 det
aldrig avikanda solsiomet  Man
Elmil kunps bryta maisiler uor
bérgen, snargl fAr man gratis
genom Attt atoyitla viemen fram
solen. Clarke tror At ban skulls
‘rives pittre under sBdans ffir-
hillanden &n gan glr bir pA jore
den ... Han ghr 11 ceh mec
licgt, att han FfirutsSger att
mAgma Ar oftér det de fBrsta milso-
minoen landst nela  sambilien
och stilder skall vixa upp:. De

m.r-mnmmamnm.]mﬁnthﬂlﬂmmL

g8 rosan hem bOTa.
Det Er en (Kt sak fir de kraf-

dga raketmotoreroa att plska upp
Itartes Ul Ayvkthastighiten, Som
|ir Az pA minen, “endast” &4
(e | sekonden. NHir skepper

kommit ur mAnDens graviiations-
fllt kan motoreros ks av, Nu
faller det mot jorden, vars drag
ningak-aft biir allt starkare med
warja dygn  Hastigheten drive
wpp HO des tredubbis efier fem

svalka av kSldg-adsr. o o 'juses fAn dem. e e (GyED. Jorden pefimner sig ou

SFis in the
DNA of
Gene Wolfe!
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poles has been selected for the landing. The lunar temperature around the equator is near the boiling point.
Despite that the landing spot has been carefully selected the sun is still burning hot. But you can be cooled by
some minus degrees if you get down into a cavity. The first visit to the Moon may give the scientists in the
expedition fascinating work material. Below the thick layer of dust there's possibly minerals and water. They
will investigate traces of an atmosphere and of plants. Astronomers will have the opportunity to study the
planets and other star systems from new angles. EARTHLIGHT When darkness falls on the Moon Earth lights
up and shines with a far stronger light than we see from the Moon. The stars shines steady against the black
space, no atmosphere disturbs their light... [They' Il prepare next visit and a moon base and leave for home./
It's an easy task for the powerful rocket engines to whip up the speed to the escape velocity, which is low on
the Moon, "only" ca 3.4 km/s. When the ship is outside the lunar gravity field the engines can be turned off.
The speed is tripled within three days. Earth is now 2000 km away and the moonrocket is again in the orbit of
the spaceport. When the circular spaceport appears, the breaks are applied, the moonrocket falls into its orbit
and "lands". The first moon visitors returns to their home in space. They may the return to Earth with some of
the smaller rockets. SOCIETIES AND CITIES... What is to gain from colonising the Moon and how can you
sustain human life there? Arthur C Clarke is convinced that we can colonise the Moon. His plan is to erect
huge domes of plexiglass and fill them with oxygen. People can move inside them without any danger. In
these huge domes we can construct gardens and get enormous harvests in the never fading sunlight. We can
extract metals from the mountains end energy is free by using the heat from the sun. Clarke thinks he'd feel
more comfortable under such conditions than on Earth... He even go so far as to predict that a few years after
the first manned landing, whole societies and towns will spring up. But they must of course be hermetically
sealed.

/The caption shows the rocket's S-shaped trajectory towards the moon and here's the text of the info box:/ 20
000 in line for the first moon trip. There's a unique card registry. It has the names of 20 000 people lining up for
the first trip to the Moon. Those interested comes from the whole world and represents all types. Some
Swedes are among them. The interplanetary travel agency in New York has made time tables and detailed
descriptions for the trips. The passengers will be informed as soon as the journeys begin... Most of course
hope the first rocket trips will happen during their lifetime. It isn't the first time adventurous people report for
space trips. In 1926 newspapers around the world spread the news that professor Goddard of Cork College in
Worcester that summer would launch a rocket, that according to his calculations would be able to reach the
Moon. He wouldn't take any passengers as he couldn't
offer a return ticket. Despite this 52 persons immediately ”9 W L ’
begged to be taken along! We never heard about this LR
rocket starting and the project was soon forgotten. /Ed: HM'M?: racket ”'“;0 erwes back
But Goddard did fire off rockets. That they in 1926 could ? 2 oV n f923
send people to the Moon must be a gross Thras amateur scientists-my brother Sterling, Robert Conit and | fired 3 rocket on 2n August day in Dalimo
misunderstanding./ Only tWo years Iater tEre Was NEW i mae suat s iron snd ssiiot 2 50 getons of presins for et st et sieel imes for ok
hope for the Moon enthusiasts. The American Robert =~ =tub==
Condit claimed to have constructed a rocket in which he
and his fiance would fly to alien planets. But no one was
shown the rocket. The launch was postponed time and
again and we eventually get tired of the imaginative
“rocket builder's" project.

e

This Robert Condit was actually experimenting with
a rocket, in Baltimore in the late 1920's. You can

read more about it here _ YRE ?
https://i09.gizmodo.com/the-great-baltimore-space- A e Lt U

program-of-1928-453865828 and here http://www.rockettovenus.com/story.html Aldocumentarg film is
also planned about his rocket project.

You could book a Moon "ticket" (for what it was worth...) already in the 1930s, and here's a Swede
who did, as we learn from Goteborgs-Tidningen March 13, 1960, "It Was Actually 20 Years Ago That
the First Swede Bought a Moon Ticket":

...Barber master Gunnar Larsson in Kopparberg still laughs at the (as it was then thought) crazy idea that
someone by women born could end up on the Moon. It was 20 years ago. Today the joke is neighbour to
seriousness in space travel history. But Gunnar Larsson won't travel even if his interplanetary travel agency
against expectations, would exist: "I'll stay with my barber saloon. There I'm close to the Moon anyway. On my
customers..." It was the happy days just before WWII when Gunnar Larsson - now 48 years and 15 kg heavier
than the ideal space traveller - had the idea to get a ticket. He wrote to a USA institution /The Hayden
Planetarium, probably/ mentioned in a newspaper and and he could then soon sign for a certificate, not unlike


http://www.rockettovenus.com/story.html
http://www.rockettovenus.com/story.html
https://io9.gizmodo.com/the-great-baltimore-space-program-of-1928-453865828
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the ones used for bonds. With the certificate - the moon ticket - followed an envelope with very detailed
instructions where the rocket society claiming to be under supervision by an astronomical institution said how
they planned the moon trip. The rocket was shown - not unlike the chromosome projectiles later Sputniks and
pioneers have shown to be, Gunnar Larsson says - and the experience of the passengers during the space
trip were described, as well as the equipment they would get. In the total price - 750 dollar, which with inflation
equals approximately a a round trip to Los Angeles via the North Pole - all that was included. But the details of
how to get back were a bit vague. The company however had generous payback on the ticket price in case the
return trip to Earth wouldn't happen as planned... "l don't really believe there will be any moon journeys in our
time /it came in just 9 years!/, the barber master says. There may of course be volunteering suicide
candidates, but | don't think they have any chance of coming back.. The fact is that | didn't get the idea of
buying the ticket from reading sf. | can't even say that Jules Verne has a fan in me. | have just a fun thing in
my scrapbook and perhaps a modest place in the space history book's first chapter about those who never
travelled to the moon.

Among the pictures of the laughing barber/astronaut we also see his dog, named Lolita, and not
Laika (the Soviet space dog) as the caption stresses. Which rocket group, in cooperation with the

Planetarium, sold moon
tickets in the late 103057 | UJEE G faU;skt hela 20 dr sedan
haven't been able to find out, | &

ot 1suspect tmustnave 0TSt svensken kopte mdnbiljett
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"This Is How the First
Humans Will Reach the
Moon". It's a two-page spread
which is reproduced here in .
small size, and I'll include the ==
main text in readable size _
(minus captions which I'll only ' .- e A e numars 4 47 s fynion
give translations to). They = 2w ki = ek s = mebvires Sjen
have earlier had three other '
articles about the beginnings
of space travel, and now...
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Rocket blasts "throws" the
spaceship up to the moon 370
000 km above. It already has a )
nickname - the scarecrow of ! =) UBA. Simitutlon ‘ach ekt Nort| 100
space. Because the moon rocket . =1
won't be the beautiful speed ] E | e Instinitione
torpedo you see in comic books, - K : s o e m
It will be a clumsy monster with
slim legs and a huge head. The
moon rocket will be assembled
high above Earth's atmosphere.
It will go all the way through
empty space. So it doesn't need
to have air-splitting streamlining.
Technicians believe it will be a
bundle of fuel tanks, cabins and
rockets, sturdily connected
without a fuselage. We are
encapsuled in the moonship's

Lodita — fnte Laika! — #r en handfriken sowm kon konsten o dosass,
om hon far el

ol
Wl | gkl |.f
it
& INTE I VAR TID
Jog tror falitiske inte ate det bl

kunnk  foeeiss pd  plenerai

wieat &g vars, Elger
— oth paassgeesTRAN i
der rymidfirden beskievs ochod, lik-

ndipnd minresandes | vhr B, ssger {ris
sormkstwren. Klart att det  fond
nialvnpmlakandidater som  frivilligh
ger sig vlig, mam fag troc inie de har
nigon chans att koouma tillbake. Och
dot tycker jag nog Br like vikiigy som
wii kemmit dit. Jog Utker neg helsi
ph mhmfﬂd hall  Falktum Er atk
jag inte fick uppslages tfl] biljettks-
t oy att lise selemce fictlon.  Jeg
ury bnfe e liga st Jobes Verne
har haft nlgon snhiingsrs | mig Jag
her il »n kul gre) § min klipphok
ool kamsks en blygsam plats | rymd-
resachistoriens forsta lapitel bland
dem som aldely resie il minen,
Och Gonnar Larsson skratlar godf,
Liles gott som ph tidningshiidsn han

ABBA trivia: In 1972 Bjorn & Benny : il ;n.,.,,l;,;ﬁlﬁm.m.mé
- = e "I Want To Have Mv I ; Soet SAIE ML ITISEIak w
produced the song "1 Want To Have My §§ ; o e Rl mmle-'
Ropar ph mn hued — pom heder Lo-

Own Moon To Sit On' and it was big  '|ES \ 1ty Gl ints Taka— och ke den enda
e om s 4 e ' i himden | Kepparberg som 'Iw; elansa:
hit for debut artist Ted Giirdestad!

L ; — Kom. Lalita, vi slea gh hem 1l

Fristiemésore Gunmer Lermon  maite och be henne steyks moskjor-

shrattas gott &i wift gomla mén. i Jag ska ress vl mkmen]
remeprD)ELT, Ebe Wl.'lll_h



the space station
in a soft turn.
PROJECTILE (In-
text headlines in
CAPS/ If the
hungry rocket
chambers gulp
fuel all the way the
moon trip would
be impossible. But
at the same
moment the
spaceship reaches
escape velocity .
Ca 11 km/s - the
the engines can
be shut off. The
rocket climbs the
370 000 km to the
Moon from its

- "own speed". The
first hour after the
start we reach 25
000 km from
Earth. But then the
weight of the craft
takes its toll. The
speed decreases.
After 50 hours the
speed is rather
modest - just

when the rocket
finally comes
closer to the Moon
.. It has become
snail-like. It drags
itself slowly
through space and

thing. /Ed: |

believe this
description of the speeds is faultyl/ A THROW The strange thing is that the trip will take five days at most. It's
because the trip is really a throw. If the spaceship has been thrown with high enough speed it will reach the
moon, and does it after a certain time. You can't throw slower - because in that case the spaceship will turn
back somewhere halfway and falls back towards Earth again. The passengers of the moonship can't feel the
speed reduction. The have no chance at all of feeling the movement of the vehicle other than by measuring
the distance to Earth and the Moon. We'll see Earth as a small circle "behind" us. It shines shimmering blue-
green. The snow-clad polar regions dazzle in white gleam. MAGIC LIMIT The trajectory towards the Moon isn't
straight. It goes in a huge half-ellipse towards a point just "before" the Moon. The speed is selected so that the
spaceship has the force to just about reach that point above Earth. At that point the spaceship would really




begin to fall back to Earth in a continuation of the ellipse. Would - but it doesn't happen. Before that point is
reach a magic limit is passed in space. It can be defined as the major power Earth's limit to the small moon in
the political geography of space. Here the Earth's rule ends and the Moon's start. When the rocket has passed
that limit it's no longer braked by Earth's gravity. It is instead sucked with increasing force towards the Moon by
- the Moon! MOON LANDSCAPE With increasing speed the rocket is forced as by an invisible vortex in a
spiral towards a scarred, brown sphere in space. And after a few hours it passes the lunar mountains at low
altitude. Now it's time to brake! It must be done with the only method available to regulate speed in space -
the power of the rocket engines. The spaceship is turned so that the rocket tubes point towards the direction of
flight. And then the engines sprouts out their fire streams. The passengers lays tied to their bunks while this
happens. The sound from the engines works on the eardrums. At the same moment the sound stops we feel a
slight thud. The ship shakes, slowly vaults on the landing legs and remains still. As we rise from the bunks we
see a desolate mountain terrain and stand still. A lunar landscape. LONG LEAPS We know quite a lot about
what the first humans will see and experience on Earth's closest neighbour in space. We know that we can exit
the rocket and walk with giant leaps over hard rocks covered with dry and soft dust. We know that we won't
see the shifting colours in the landscape as we are used to from Earth. All will be in gloomy,

lifeless grey and brown. S5 -l S Ry .t

o s e ooy Sa slm de f&' sta mii niskorna na mdinen
no wind, no rain, no s
snow, no weather at all,
The sky is eternally black
and the stars shine clear
in mid day. We know that
we must wear our
spacesuits, since the
Moon has no atmosphere
- not in earthly sense at !
least. We know we can syt
feel the weight of our =
bodies. But only with 1/6
of Earth weight, as the
Moon's gravity is is
weaker than Earth's. We
know we can't shout to
each other - there is no
air to transfer sound. We
must keep in touch with
each other through radio.
TWO WEEKS We know
we must beware of km-
deep cracks and lunar
quakes. We know that
the sun will fry us with
terrible rays, reflected in '
the burning hot degenerated ground material. But we also know that steppmg in the shadow of the lunar
mountains will take us deep into chilly degrees, We know that the lunar day lasts two weeks and the night just
as long. We know that the Earth will hang on the same spot in the unchanging sky as a four-fold moon-disc.
We know that the earthlight will be six time stronger than the moonlight in Earth. And we know for certain that
we won't meet any living creatures during our excursions. But we don't know if the scientists will find water
veins deep under the lunar surface. We don't know for sure if we'll find plant life in the form of durable lavas in
the rock cracks. We don't know for sure what minerals we'll find under the layer of dust. And one thing we for
sure don't know: What the Moon looks like on the other side! The Moon constantly faces just one side towards
Earth. Ten generations of astronomers have pondered over the problem of the other side of the Moon. The
first look will probably be without sensations. But for all who have seen the Moon in a telescope the question if
its backside is tantalising. FALLING HOMEWARDS The men on the Moon can through the entire visit keep in
radio contact with Earth. We can't transmit TV, but radioed pictures can be sent to the world press. And we can
announce our return - because we can return. The rocket engines sling the ship away with 3.2 km/s - the
escape velocity of the Moon. As the spaceship passes the border region for Earth it begins to fall towards the
planet Tellus. After five days it's approaching Earth with 5 km/s. It is braked at the right moment, so that it
connects with the space station. The passengers step out, enter an atmosphere rocket and glide towards the
ground. /The Red Info Box:/ The way to the moon is thereby charted. After the moon trip follow trips to
planets, which are more difficult but not impossible. They just take longer. But that's the limit. The rocket
principle is nothing to build upon if we want to travel further out in the universe. Even with rocket speed the trip




to the closest star would take hundreds of thousands of years. /Captions, orig Swe texts can't be read:/ Earth
with space station/Trajectory to the Moon/The Moon catches the rocket here/The Moon's orbit around Earth.
The Way to the Moon is an almost elliptical track through space. At one end the Moon catches the rocket and
pulls it in in a new, smaller ellipse. After 50 000 km trip the passengers of the spaceship see the Earth as a
small ball The sun is behind Earth. The continents can still be seen. After 105 hours over 360 000 km is
travelled. It is 10 000 km left to the landing spot on the Moon (the arrow). The rocket has reached the "force
field" off the Moon.- The rockets squirts fire and brakes the moonship, It sinks down on the cratered plain with
the long landing legs. - You'll have very slim chances of becoming the first on the Moon. It will be a scientist
who'll make history. What will his instruments register? Traces of atmosphere? Primitive plants?

Space and sf was popular early in the Space Age. It got a special TV program April 13, 1959,
"Among Bubbles in Space and People on the Moon":

Gunnar Oldin talks light-heartedly 8.20 pm about sf in film and shows and illustrates it
with film clips. Above a scene from "The Moon Rocket"...

20.20 Among Bubbles in Space and People on the Moon. Gunnar Oldin talks about sf

and film.

Gunnar QOldin har ju ocksd ordes
i winn mokil. geh fven om dwergho-
won {1l nEste proprammpunkl  snkd-
diele wid det halsbrytande fann man
g gnaret i riétta 3 Hans Bitkhsere-

Kuosnmonlar il sclense-ficlion |
Hilmupplaga,  Hans speciella intressa
| e det filmhistoriska pav  féc all
del en del tidige  trickfilmer  med
(it klen anknyining 6l modern
ISF-arf vil stort utrymme, men film-
| e lippesmlingen var lagom brokig och
:l'upp: rII,]|.:||:|.

Al remelmonster och  framiidss
visiomer till {rote blev det nog &nda
| prak1idl hermvavda Hia Wegner som
lgaw  stitstn  behéliningen med’ sit
et - pa-kvallen-program:  hedincy

bl

"Mars och Wenus — jordeng framiid
och forntid® war titely pi eft intres-
gant, 1 skamfsam ton hillet Efseri av
Conrad  Lionngvist 1 fisdagens radio-
program. I den gamla fréigap om fhore-
komsten av minniskoliknande varelser
péd dessa vira grannplaneter citerade
talaren skl bide fr och emot. Mara
heboelighet har linge ansetts lizea si
nira till hands, att en rik fransk dam
P sin tid donerade ett stort pris till
den astronom, som forst kEunde kom-
ma 1 farbindelse med ndzon anoan
planet iin Mars, och hennes landsman
Camille Flammarion beskrev ingdende,

hur en invasion i Amerika av ‘mars-
minniskoy skulle g& till, toge hundra-

Mevo, svfirt sjuka.  Somliga fdrfattara
ha hiivdat, att den tilltagande kolden
pd Mave gir livet dir allt beaviirlizare,

skriftstillare habiida att jordens minni-
skor till' filjd awv dkad kyla hiar kuuna
foranledas att fly til] den varmare pla-
neten Venus, Betrdffanle teorien att Ve-
nug med sine virme skulle motsvarg
jordens forntid och den kalla Mairs dess
framtifl anforde talaven, aft de tre sys-
konplaneterna Avo gf olika, att de inte
kunna tinkas penomed ep likartad ut-
veekling., Moderna astronomey ntdoma
Venns sdsom hemort fér higre utveck-
Iade warelser, och § friga om marsin-
vinarnas existens foreslog den forsik-
tipa’ talaren att uppakiuta avetrandet
till dess de presentera sig hos oss.

These were the days with only one TV channel, so
everyone saw it. The program was reviewed April 14
in Dagens Nyheter:

Gunnar Oldin also has the power of words, though the
jump to next program was breathtaking you soon found
yourself with his light-hearted comments to sf in film
format. His special interest in film history resulted in some |
trick filming with rather weak connection to modern sf art
given a little too much space, but it was suitably diverse
and neatly shown. Despite all space monsters and visions

of the future, it was the properly home-grown Ria
Wégner who gave us most with her at-home-this-night
program; her...

Space was however a topic even before TV came

tone, talk by Conrad Lénnqvist on Tuesday's radio, On

TELEVISION

Gunnar Oldin kdserar kl 20.20
om sciencz _fictioh i filmen och
visar och illustrerar siit tal med

flera filmavsnitt. Jvan en scen

ur “Mdanra® ‘en”,

15.00—15.15 For de  yngsta:
Andy Pandy. Kurragomma.

20.00 Hemandakt med
miljen Thore Gullberg.

20.20 Bland bubblor i rymden
och ménniskor pd ménen. Gun-
fnar Oldin klserar om scienee

|fiction och filmen,
= S

fa-

T

around, maybe because of the popular 1940's sf pulp Jules Verne
Magasinet. Svenska Dagbladet reports 19 July, 1944, about the radio
program "Mars and Venus - Earth's future and past:

...was the title was the title of an interesting program, held in a light-hearted

the old question of

possible human-like beings on these our two neighbouring planets he quoted
hur marsminniskorna horde se ut. Nar @rguments both for and against. Mars has so long been seen as habitable, that
fir niigra dr sedan en amerikansk ra- @ rich French lady in her days donated a big award to the astronomer who first
diostation foz slg for att sOka I8ta hiva coyld establish communications with some other planet than Mars, and her
compatriot Camille Flammarion in detail described what Martians should look
tals AhGrave den (ydlien allifse Iye- like. When a few years ago an American radio station dared to try to work out
itade utsindningen =i allvarligr, aft de how an invasion of Martians would take shape, hundreds of listeners took the
successful broadcast so seriously they became ill. Some writers have claimed
that the coldness of Mars makes life there difficult, which may make their
villket Tunde formi dess invanare air iNhabitants try to move to Earth, while other writers that Earth's people due to
sbka flyita i1 jorden, medan andra more cold should he reason to flee to Venus. Regarding the theory that Venus

themselves for us.

with its heat would equal Earth's past and cold Mars its future the speaker
noted that the three sibling planets are so different that its unthinkable they
have gone through a similar development. Modern astronomers rejects Venus
as home for any advanced beings, and regarding Martians existence the
careful speaker suggested we postpone the decision until they have presented

(MRTES Y f EDL PAIN N THE..NECH



The step from our Solar system planets to Hungary plains maybe long, but this fanzine dares to take
it... Sam J Lundwall is the Swedish sf guy who through the years have had most international
contacts. That reached behind the Iron Curtain and to Hungary in 1978, as he persuaded the
Hungarian sf magazine Galaktika to publish an issue with Swedish sf, as Dagens Nyheter notes

March 6 1978, "Swedish SF in Hungary":

/Caption: Sam J places us on the Hungarian Plain/ In Hungary the only Swedish
sfthey've been able to read is Karin Boye's Kallocain, if that counts, and a couple
of novels by Sam J Lundwall, who constantly spreads his own work and the work
of others around him, if it doesn't end up in anthologies. But now it is better with
the publishing of Swedish sf in Hungary, after the country's prominent sf
magazine Galaktika, published once a month in a print run of 45 000 copies,
done an issue with only Swedish sf. There are longer and shorter pieces by Lon
Blomberg /Ed: Strange - don't know that name!/, Bo Stenfors, Kjell Borgstrém,
Dénis Lindbohm, Par Radstrom, Sten Andersson, Sten Svensson, Sven
Torstensson /Ed: Last two are obscure names, but | think they are old Hapna!
writers/ and Lundwall himself, who also contributes an essay about Swedish sf
literature. Cover and a number of illustrations by /Hans/ Arnold.

Sam J was quite a lot into publishing sf from other countries, especially
Eastern Europe and Russia. For my part, | tended to see the stories from
there as rather boring. The stories from the US - Asimov! Heinlein! - and
the UK — Ah! Those British "cosy disasters"! - were usually better. The
reason is that there was a very competitive magazine and publishing
market , so the writers really had to be sharp and go through a purgatory.
When literature is decided by the government it becomes dull.
Déns Lindbohm, a fine writer represented in the Hungarian magazine,
was one of the organisers behind the small sf con
- Malcon Il, from which Géteborgs-Posten reported

Sf-lbttemturen May 30, 1965, "SF Literature Discussed on
diskuteras p& Malmé Convention”:

The Swedish sf fantasts - all in all about 25 - from

malmﬁk{]ng]”ess Norrland, Stockholm, Gothenburg and Scania are

having a convention during Pentecost in Malmé. Also
Malmi (TT): De svenska selence- ST fans from Denmark and Norway have followed the

Svensk sf i Ungern

Sam J — skrev fn oss pd parstan,

Av svetisk seciencefiction, om i
nu fir rikoa Karin Bove iill den
genren, har man 1 Ungern hittilis
bara kunnat lisa Boves "Kallo-
cdin” Samt ettt par romaner av
Sam J Lundwall, som stindigt
skvatter epna och andras verk om-
kring sig nar det inte blir anto-

logier,
Nu ar det emellertid battre hyis
pé utbudet av svensk sf i Ungern

gedan landets ansedda sf-tidskrift
Galakiika, som utkommer en ging
i manaden med an upplaga pa
44000 ex, har publicerat ett te-
manummer med enbart svenska bi-
drag.

Dar  finns léngre och kortare
texter av Con Blomberg, Bo Sten-
fors, Klell Borgstrom, Benis Lind-
bohny, Pir Radsbrom, Sten Anders-
gom, Sten Svensson, Sven Torstens-
son och Lundwall sjaly, som dven
bidrar med en cs=H over amnet
svensle stencefictionhtieratur.

Omalag och flera illusivationer
av Arnoid.

Hetlon-faniasierna — sammaniagt e call to the Malmé meeting, which covers lectures and discussions. During

25-tal — fran Norrland, Stockholm,

Gétehore ook SkAne koneressar unaer Pentecost Day an a m lecture was held about how to judge literature and after

pingsthelzen | Malmi, Aven sclenee-noon the subject "SF - Fleeing Reality?" was debated.

fictlon-fans frin Danmark och Nnrgc;/n
har horsammat kallelsen till malmé-

It was introduced by M Tech

Master of Technology" degree, sort of/ Eskil Block. In the following debate MT

miter som foretradesvis omrattar - Block said he preferred the sort of literature which is useful for society's functions.
redrmg och diskussioner. The day after Pentecost the internal work will be debated and scrutinised before

Under pingstdagen hiflls paA férmid-

dagen anforanden om  bedomuines they turn to the auction of sf literature, traditional for sf conventions.

grunder for litteratur och pi efter-

middagen dehatterades ssciencefic- Pentecost is a free holiday in Sweden, and thus a good time for sf cons. Just

tion — verklighetsfiykt?s., Inledare

var tekn, lie. Bekll Block 1 oden efter-|25 attendees (1960's cons tended to be small) but still some from Denmark

foljande debatten menade lic. Block
att han mera foredrog ett intresse

and Norway. Note how the report is written as if made during the convention.

SOm FIlades mot den litteratur som| guess someone connected to Goteborgs-Tidningen was there and

dr nyttig som samhdllsfunktion.

Under annandagen blie fireteddes-reported. Was it perhaps Roland Adlerberth, their sf reviewer? But the text is

vis den Interna verksamheten firemal )
for debatt och granskning innan man |unS|gned.
gir dver till den for sclence-fiction-

Svar till “Amator-

kongressen sedvanliga auktionen pa And a short piece about "amateur magaZineS"’ the tidningsintresserad”

&k SEJiteratyr. year before the first Swedish fanzine (V&r Rymd,

Genom undertecknad, som till-
sammans med en kamrat utger en

1952, see earlier Intermissions), a letter to the editor in Aftonbladet,April 19, amatsrtigning vid nama Minads.

1951, "Answer to "Amateur Magazine Interested™:

Through the undersigned, who together with a friend publishes an amateur
magazine by the name Monthly Revue, copies of this magazine can be obtained.

Revyn, kan exemplar av denna tid-
ning erhéllas.
Claes Lundin
Vanadisviigen 22 A, Stockholm Va
Tel. 337460



Claes Lundin, 22A Vanadis Way, Stockholm Va,tel 33 74 60.

| didn't find the original letter that he answered, and | wonder what his amateur magazine was like.
What happened to Monthly Revue and Mr Lundin?

This far we've considered Cosmos News #1 from spring 1954 (eds Gabriel Setterborg and Lars-Erik
Helin) as Swedish fandom's second fanzine, after Var Rymd, but we now stumble upon a possible
new second-fanzine candidate. The post-war years was a time for emerging amateur "small press" as
optimism returned, people earned more, paper rationing stopped, and so on. We read in Expressen,

July 23, 1953, "If You can Stencil You Can Also Write Poetry":

Kanni stmcﬂem

sd Lan ni dikta!

[0 ANTLIGEN har atlisd a]].‘.’t Ofl=
bliverade Focinttares  dedm ghil

sherdlt till wilken man  sddrig
behbiva vanda sig forgiaves. Pep

Bya, stencilerade
Pan. Jovar niinligen § sin puldikas
tions. nyuthomna - andra  nummer

in en nfigeriunda lislie, maskinskeis contributions.
vin stencil ska £ st bidvag publis

cergt, Hur wmangn redaktirer
hemmpp iffae det loftet?

¥ill wara ett forum for Da Aftonb[adet 25

Mya Bommntikerna, med stora bol-
giaver, men inte desto mindre dv det July 1953,

hn!‘l‘h heter 'Pan ceentlipen bara den "CHILDISH" /si '/
SIC!

Unyklassicisliska'” delen av tidnin=
gen; den "mera nationellt romana

tizk-lyriska™  Theter [Pandera gchy ,
kommer 1 niisla nummer atp £ sin Once upona time

prigel  av  TredakiGrens lupplmﬂb« there was a lad

semesler, Bide Pag ochl Pandora vill
emellertid ha ma‘nuskﬂpt Pandora with a strong urge
siker snrskili, “med ljus och Iykins, to make himself

efter kvinnliga bidyage known, and as he

[T VANTAN pd past har de fvla imaaqgined he had
redalktionsmedlenmarna g

ibland, skindligen forgilande Pa.rb« the answer to most
dora, kallas win Gdslnift i "han®|questions people
Rl s ML it | for very long times
av dem il kritikerna — och egent- had asked

S ot S ik | themselves again
Ifr man vil hoppas pd posten gfom . and again. Sure, he
hanske kommer, sometimes showed
streaks of stupidity and being lost, but he was
happily unaware of it. Just as other children he
went to school and learned how to write - and
he wrote. He wasn't particularly good, not in
maths or language but thanks to that they in
his school didn't study logic and other
curiosities he just about managed to make the

classes. After school he was caught by the

et ¥erobn ghng en gosse, som

hade oL starkt behow ow att
hivda sig. och sam inbillade sis
ait han vissie sveren phoie-flestn
av de Irfigon, som minniskor @
lingliga tidor peubblat gig dibpla
fver. Visserligen réjde han fgland
trdlige drag ev gninld och bart-
kormmenhet, men det ivblev han
Iyekligén okunnlg om. - Sam an-
dra harn giclk han { s]:_n]a' och HEr-
de sl skrivm:—— och han skrey,
Eirekilt daktig var hin inte, varse

Av
Axel Liffner

sig 1 rilkning  elber

shola inte stydernde logik ocly an-
drg markvirdigheter kKlarade hen
sig hjflptigd lgenom Jdasserne Ei
tet skolpn fHAngslpdes han allt
mer av ekeivigalen, ech genom att
Lisn selence-fiction irhifade han

pil en masea frimmande ard, Bom .

han hade stor glidje av vid gLLL
ezel sKrivande.

En dag staplede han et I4ng
ordelcbor pa armen och pick |
vipg 191 en farbror sorn hade ved-
nandel, Feter en del fSrmening-
ar fok han®line maskinsigen, och
stnet yrde sigspinen trivsatnt i
det lilla skjulet. En Tarsvariig

urge to write, and by reading sf /NOTE!/ he met ordhiz sumiedes pi zokves, —Ho

a lot of strange words he'd have great use of in
his writing. /How this Per became publisher,
here compared to sawing wood with a
machine!/ Literary critics who often are kinder
people than some tales want to admit, read
Per's little book and wrote about it as well as
their conscience would allow. But Per wasn't
satisfied with the critics - no one had said he
was a genius. Perhaps not even discovered it!
Well, then you'd better make a comeback. Per
had heard about the road to honour and power

blie jap poct sa Ulle Pev, Och el
larsom han Kunde vars ide drif-
tig oeh berfiknande nile det ghli-
de hone eget, =g han COL atl fan
blev sin epen friagsare,

Wttoratutkeitikerna, som altnst
iir spdllare miinnizkor dn vied

en dol 'berdttelser will gora dem
till, 1Hste Pers. lilia hok, och skeov
om den 58 Bott spm dieras sEm-
vetan tillEL dem.  Men Per wur
misahelfton T Intikeran —
ingen haﬂe tolnt am aLt. h'm VAT
etf goni,  Hanske hade Ingen eng
uppthokt det! M, B& aililde det
i att e nya tag, Oeh Per hode

apriklaris,
man fack wvare atl mpn @ hans”

l1-!!\rt telns om wigen 11 fro ach
makt, — Hen startade den slon-
afferade lilleraturtidskriften P a .
Far att viza sin originolitet vil-
lehan peezentern etr litterfrk
progeam,  BMen skall man Sorams
mad nipal nytt 55 skall man,
tiankls Per, orh 58 aonongspads
hian. att Pan — akalle represcn=
tera bide nyromantiken och ny-
Flassiclamen, e dir orden hade
visgerligen thdigare hall atminsto-
ne mignt avgrinsade betyvdelser,
men Pars enfald befrinde honem
frin ath fults niget av dew, och
hinn kunds feejdigh zi vidare
2jalv skrev han 1 fivsta num-
yet en fdrtinasnde historia, som
han  kallade Ren ltferatur. =
Per d@ir =nill och Pey i lavirings-
full; och fir att ingen- sy . tid-
sleriftens  fiotals  lsare skulle
rhko wt for milesfiratéind, s elrev
han en liten extre bitoch berit-
tede all "Den tenn Utteratur,
som jam- (Per Lindstrldm} dir pli-
derar for. &r ndmilgen mera ett

deal, mob wilken &Il Htteratur

Chifiilis quﬁ;d\r-ztuf.} striivat, Bnen
i dktning

emma hede Far minga ordhi-
mar liggende till ingen nyttn
= ocit hanz Adskrift vor sd ori-
ginell; nEt-den led brist ph med-
arhatare. Ddiray Jom  det sz
ol &, alf Pane, firste - Alammer
sthtadé mied fern voliga strokan
A Ingen mindee #in thdningens
agore.  Men diir fanns ockad gn-
net zkaj. -En BOT nog egeniligen
i ganunal nog pttokallas - dar-
bror, tan som war myekeb barns-
lig — han hette firvesten Willy:
men brukade liplins for Bwmdl 167
alt hon vor =4 oforacglly — Diade
shrivit en dikt. Och det skojlza
eller egondomliga med den var,
ntt den pstods varn “skriven {
tyst bverenskomenalse med Stug
neliug!, Eftersom det inte giip
att kontrollera om det Hr sang,
fAr man vl teo Al man will om
det pastiendet.
MEr firsta numeet ay le kom)
ut gick oo yirmebdlje Gver Ian-

At last the dream can come true for unpublished writers: there's a new magazine to
which you shall never have to turn in vain. Per Lindstrém /a name connected to sf,
but more on that later!/ is main dad for the new, stencilled literature sheet Pan, and
prom/ses in the first issue of his publication (0:75 /ca 15 '53 cents/) that each who
uppivllelse : det har kammit en tid- sends in a reasonably readable, typed stencil will have it published. How many
=kaleditors have said hrmmpp to that promise? Pan wants to be a forum for The New
strém, som &c huvidpappa fov det < Romantics, with capitals, but nonetheless what's called Pan is really the "new
litteraturbladat classics” part of the magazine; the "more national-romantic lyrical” called Pandora
comes in the next issue and will deal with the editors vacation in Lapland. Both
()77 ot var ach en s skickns Pan and Pandora wants manuscripts, Pandora especially looks for women

“* This lead to a very strange article the next day in tabloid competitor

BARNSLIGT

dat ool nistan  alla minniskor
var glida ech snills, ocksa lites
ralurliritikerng.  Dirlir Inde da
undan’ hiftet och beslit sig {Hr
alt ingenling siga. 3en Per Mt
gig- mte. nedslds av en - MENingE-

L' tyvatnod, Han stencilerade
ach: stencilernde — och skicknde
ut ‘ot nytt nutmmer av sl tid-
pkritt, DEr bod hon, med starn
beltatlivar, alla Kilva Trltiker om
uppmlirksamhbot, ty han vioote att
utan reklam skulle han vara ﬂ:l-l‘-
lorad.

an  kam dock inte bEnande

mad tomma hﬂlnﬂer, utam ge-
bjbd faktiskt em sensation: Ingen
som =kigknda Pen on nigorlinda
1Rsllg maskinakilven stencll skulle
Tehliva vars cldd alk bl vefuge
vael. - S, det vie oll folroenide
ach en vilvilin som Ingen redaks
tir eller pappersléverantic Ml
vhget ultala, Fer fick sin dnskan
uppixild och Blew omnpEmed |
preasen. Och folk av alia grrader
kiipte upp stencilpnpper & 80 Hre
och skrey enligt Pars tekniska
anvianingar fdr  utaliclening oy

‘wtongll allt vod de formadds, Dir-

efter wllckade 'dessina bideog til
Fan, Frojgatnn 85, Stocitheln,

Och har 'hﬂtu Fee deunknot i
stenpiler, &' lever hun wil Jin i
dag. |

S,

«rﬂ*’
/aa J””T'/j

%mwff
~nﬂt

|,.Ju.




- he started the mimeographed literary magazine Pan. To show originality he wanted to present a literary
program. But if you are to bring forth something new you should, Per thought, so he announced that Pan -
would represent both new romantics and new classicism. Those words had earlier meant somewhat limited
things, but the stupidity of Per liberated him from understanding any of it, and he could cheerfully truck on. In
the first issue he wrote a charming little story he called Pure Literature - Per is kind and demanding, and so
that no one of the magazine's tens of readers would misunderstand anything he wrote a little extra piece and
said that "The pure literature that | (Per Lindstrém) promote is more of an ideal, against which all literature
(unintentionally this far) strife, than a new direction”. Per had many heaps of words laying around at home of
no use - and his magazine was so original that it suffered a lack of contributors. Thus it happened eg that
Pan's first issue showed several funny pieces by no other than the magazine's owner. But there were also
other funny stuff there. Someone probably old enough to be called uncle, but very childish - his name was
BTW Willy, but was called Buzzi, because he was so harmless - had written a poem. The strange thing with it
is that it was claimed to be "written in quiet agreement with Stagnelius” Iwell-known poet/ Since it's impossible
to verity, you may think what you want about that claim. When the first issue of Pan was published the country
experienced a heat wave and almost everyone was happy and kind, also literary critics. So they put the
pamphlet aside and decided to say nothing. But Per wouldn't be put down by meaningful silence. He stencilled
and stencilled and mailed a new issue of his magazine. There he asked, in capitals, all Dear Critics to pay
attention, because he knew that without PR he'd be lost. But he didn't come begging with empty hands, but in

fact offered a sensation: no one sending Pan a reasonably readable stencil would have to be afraid of a
rejection. Look, that's confidence and benevolence no editor or paper deliverer has dared to show before.
Per's wish was granted and he was mentioned in the press. And people of all shades bought mimeograph
paper for 80 ére /0.8 Crown/ and wrote according to Per's technical instruction for typing a stencil for all they

were worth. After that they sent their contributions to Pan, Frejgatan 8,
Stockholm. And if Per hasn't drowned in stencils he's probably still
alive.

Now, either this is the meanest review ever of the efforts of a
young boy, or Mr Liffner was a friend of Per Lindstrdm and it all
was a subtle way to give him PR. Note how the young editor's
interest in sf and a new sort of literature is mentioned. One
certainly gets the impression that Pan very well could be
counted as a fanzine! | can't say anything for sure yet, because |
haven't seen an issue - but more will turn up!

And young editor Lindstrom did got more press coverage, like
getting a letter published in Aftonbladet, August 13, 1953, "Pan
and Young Writers":

We are a few young writers in Stockholm who have come together to
produce a stencilled literary magazine we call Pan. On the second
issue we launched an idea and promised that each who sent us a
reasonable well-typed stencil would be published. Many found the
idea funny, mainly the reviewers who treated it with a respect in
reverse proportion to their appreciation of the magazine, Jokingly eg
Axel Liffner thought we'd drown in stencils...an attempt to snare
"natural writers" instead of "natural singers", Nothing could be further
from truth. The idea is the opposite, which the the reviewer probably
understood but not "Angry Norrlander" /referring to a letter to the
editor, this is an answer to, but | don't have it/, typically exclusive
though we cheerfully wanted to pretend the opposite. Who wants to be
spread to a demanding audience with nagging reviewers in a print run
of just a few hundred copies ? In truth only the one who really has
cultural and literary ambitions. Per Lindstrém, Frejgatan 85,
Stockholm. Are pleased to receive stencils but also other well-written
contributions.

rle hael his hands in the ballot boxes. Too bad
for him that the hands were 100 SMELL. ..

Pan och unga forfattare

Vi ar ndgra stycken unga forfat-
tare i Stockholm som har slagit oss
ihop och tillverkar en stencilerad
litterdar iidskrift vi kallar:Pan. I
andra numret framiorde vl en ide,
och lovade aif var och en som skie-
kade nss en nigorlunda val maskin-
skriven stencil skulle bli publicerad.
Manga fann idén lustig, framst re-
censenterna som behandlade den
med en higaktning som stod i om-
vand proportion till deras uppskatt-
ning av tidskriften. Skimisamt
latsades sfledes Axel Liffner tro
att vi skulle drunkna i stenciler. En
insandarskribent i dessa spalter som
last Liffners recension i AB (24/7)
men tydligen inte Pan, fick darav
den uppfattningen att det rérde sig
om nfigot slags litterdr Snoddas-
karusell med lanserande av formé-
gor ur folkdjupet. Ett forsok sale-
des ait bondfinga !'naturskriben-
ter" i st. f. matursidngare. Inget
Mounde wara oss mer frémmande.
Idén Hr tvirtom, det forstod nog
recensenterna-men inte "Forargad
norrlanning”, typiskt exklusiv fast
vi skidmtsamt velat 13isas motsat-
sen. For vem vill i en upplaga om
endast négra hundra- ex, spridas
till en krisen publik med spefulla
kritiker i spetsen? Sannerligen en-
dast den som verklizen har kultu-
rella och litterara ambitioner.

Per Lindstrdm Freigat, 85
Stoclklolm

Mottar gdrna stenciler men aven
andra valskrivna bidrag.




And just four days later a piece in Svenska Dagbladet, August 17, 1953 "Pan";

...Is the latest contribution to the flora of young-literary magazines that have grown in the meadows of
duplicating machines; it™'s published in Stockholm and the editors in their introduction expresses their adamant
conviction about the magazine being suitable as focal point for new romantics as well as a body for debate.
The two issues that have surfaced this far do however not give much hope for the latter point - unless there
may be a debate about the poet Willy Buzzis right to pull in the defenceless Stagnelius in the comments to one
i of his poems. Pan's message about the difficulty to get contributors is the
| clearest one.Already to next issue gives reasons to see this situation becoming
heter det sengste bidraget till den flota postor VWjth an epoch-making turn for Swedish publicism each one sending in a
av onglitterira tidskriffer som wiixt upp
i duupliceringsmaskinernas hagn: . utgive acceptable stencil with a short story or poem they've written is guaranteed to
ningsorten dr Stockholm, och redaktio-0€ included. The perspective this gives is terrible, but all judgement of what this
nen ubtryeker i en introduktion sindesperate editorial policy may lead to will have to wait until its functionality has
orubbliga  dvertygelse om tidskniftens been proved.
limplighet bide som nyromantisk tum-

melplats och som allmint debartorgan. Editor-in-chief Per Lindstrém was O JOHAN HENRIK 'hﬁt?
De tvii nummer som flutit upp I1E!tills'somewhat of a aenius. aetting four il medarbetarna i ] _'
ger emellertid pa den senare punkten g » 9 g ‘material annars tycks hmﬂaﬂ av f!n

inte anledning till =& svindlande fic-articles in a short time, in some of the m& krets Ekr;vlys'hla ungdamar
hoppningar — forsdvitt det ints kﬂ“countrys biggest newspapers! And En av dem fﬁras}ﬁ_r att Hitﬁrﬂra

uppstid debatt em skalden Willy Bu: " :
behBrighel att dra in den fur5varsinssthere was even more next year, as in uppﬁnnmgar ﬁs"m m[:uger; SE““'

Stagnelius 1 kommenteren il en av
Sina. dikter.  Klnrast besked ger Fan Expressen September 6, 1954:

onckligen om den av redkidren vitss JOHAN HENRIK KELLGREN /famous 18th| bes‘mmﬂaf’ och ' dylika
oriude vdughelon B £4 b’d“"s*“g“’ﬂ”’*century poet/ is among the contributors in m skulle vara allmé eggndom,

Redan till nasta nummer stills dock en . . . ‘l'J,]l forfattarskréeta h;lﬁl hﬂl’aﬁ
farbitring hirvidlas | ikt Med o V€W Pan, with material that otherwise ¥ s
far  svensk  publicistis  epakeorandeSEEMS to be by a smaller circle of writing-

grepp paranieras nAmligen var och en/USting youngsters. One of them suggests |

som insinder en accepiabel stencil avliterary inventions "like plots, striking word |5

en egpenhindist forfattad dikt eller no-compinations, atmospheric descriptions, fsikten att rikedomen fordrages
P P bttre da den delas av alla. Det #r

vell, att alstret § friga kommer att in. i inti
foras. Perspektivet forefalier chyppligt, environmental deSCI’IptIOI’lS_, CharaCter ing\‘-’-‘n déhg mn for eﬁ nytt htt&-

men alla omddmen om vart denna de.0@Ckgrounds” and other things like that it parti, So cialisera  Litteratw
sperata  redaktionsgest kan leda faeWould be common ground, which for the riiv kvmlﬁtetisskapsskatt av klassi~
givetvis anstd ulls dess funkiionsduglig-guild of authorship should be made ke ma och formngenhetsskatt av da
het blivit bevisad, systematic and published. Per Lindstrém, |pegsyade forfattarna,

the name behind the suggestion, is obviously of the opinion that richness '

is better endured if it is shared by all. That's not a bad credo for a new literary movement. Socialise literature,

demand back taxes from the classics and wealth tax from the talented writers.

-1"' e.r li:llndstréﬂ;d s& .]alette.fdl:-
gsstiillaren, dr tydhgen av den

Pan was published for at least one year, in fact the Royal Library Libris catalogue says it was
published until 1954, so the library seems to have the magazine. (I must check it next time, when
they'll allow visits again after the virological hustle.) That's the only info Google had about Pan.

However, there's more about Per Lindstrom! An important reason one can connect Pan to science
fiction is that the editor Lindstrom just three years later is described as a Swedish sf author,
unfortunately dead by then, in Aftonbladet July 18 1957, "Swedish SF Authors" (where also the word
"fanzine" is first mentioned in Swedish press - thus preceding a previous find from 1964, mentioned
before in Intermission):

Quite a lot of sf is written in Sweden, much more than critics and book readers generally has an idea about.
This is because except the genre's exclusive stance with stories usually to be found in so called fanzines, ie
dittographed or stencilled club magazines only spread within the internal sf movement in Sweden. The majority
of these stories are amateur attempts with a distinct puerile tone, but there are a few Swedish sf authors who
have had stories published in misc official magazines (especially in the monthly magazine Hépna) and seem
to have good possibilities to take up the fight with the Americans. Some of them will be presented here in
brief. /Sture Lénnerstrand, covered before here is described. Bonnier novel prize winner with/ The Space Dog,
poet, born in 1919, sf pioneer, influenced by US sf, not very original, but entertaining. Dénis Lindbohm is more
original, Fredric Brown influenced, around 30 years old, his "Seed of the Night" published in Hapna is equal
with if not the best but the second best US writers. Per Lindstrém who died last year /NOTE!/ publisher of the
magazine Pan and author of the poetry collrection "On an Alien Planet", was lively engaged in sf writing. In a
In Memoriam article George Sjéberg [first editor of the fanzine SF Forum/ wrote that for Lindstrém the ideas
were more important than to preach the form, which was of second importance. That is correct, but it should



be pointed out that when Lindstrém really took the time to write
literary sf he could create such masterpieces as the short story
“Life Goes On". Lindstrém was only 29 years old when he was
taken from us by cancer, and to say he had much left to do - not
least in the sf field - is a truism. /The mentioned story was in
Hépna! #7-8, 1956, his only pro-published yarn. The article then
. mentions younger writers Jack Ramstrém, Bo Stenfors and Carl-
Olof Eisner, the last one also film reviewer for Hdpna! and gets
especial praise. In reality Eisner soon disappeared./

Per Lindstrom wrote sf stories but died of cancer much too
early! His interest in the sf genre is also mentioned in
connection to his mimeographed amateur magazine Pan. I'd
#be surprised if this publication didn't have some skiffy stuff in
+it, especially as the year it came in 1953, was when skiffy
became a big buzz in Swedish press, with genre name
competitions and articles, described in earlier Intermissions.
“**Lindstrom also published a poetry collection, Pa en

indicating an sf fan. It seems likely Pan should be recognised
as the second Swedish fanzine. After publishing it, he found
out about other fanzines, for which he wrote both stories and
poems. From Ingvar Svensson's 1960's Skandifandom
(scanned by Tomas Cronholm and available here

https://bugeyedmonsters.wordpress.com/fandom/ ):

LINDsSTROM, Per, f. 1926, a .
1956, Firfattare och litters-—
tor. Ut ogaw =0+ gtencilerad
litterdar tidskrift Pan. Skrew
artiklar i1 dagspressen.

...b 1926, d 1956 writer and literature worker. Published
stencilled literary magazine Pan. Wrote in daily press.

Found one of his
fanzine poems,
saatitled "Only
—_There", with help
from Jorgen Joralv - author of an excellent JVM
bibliography BTW! - which reads in quick translation
(Swedish original to the right):

ENDAST DAR
av

Per Lindstrdm
The moon rocket hurls us out

in a cosmic adventure,

a tourist trip
Ménraketen slungar oss ut

to meaningless dead worlds. 1 ett kosmiskt aventyr,
en sallskapsresa

With the delight of the amateur astronomers e

we let our gaze dazzle down itz bilekon ariniin rod B
in the black voids of eternity S FOEL Pt
and feel our forced shudders i pirl e SR
when we see Earth's easily destroyed V1 f£6rlanar urtidsmirkret

thin disc. det hdgaktuellas oharm

och fdngas av &ventyrsromantiken
nhoe minens skrickvilda stenvarld.

We give ancient darkness Och endast har, dar ellting
&r om#inskll
the charm of the current s e T s

and caught by the romance of adventure
from the Moon's terror-wild stone world

And only here, where everything is unhuman,
can humans exist.



https://bugeyedmonsters.wordpress.com/fandom/

Allegorisehe Bildzeitung & en Sadly, Google won't give me more info about him as both "Per" and

alldeles
prydligt
med omlkring

syvensic
ilinstrerad,

gtenciltidskrift, » Lindstrom"

som  uiges

aref for 18 kr fran Dabelnsgaian heights had he lived.

1, Kristianstad. Drivande kraft ir
Pontus Tunander som . tecknar,

are quite common names. Per Lindstrom anyway comes
fem nummer om through as a very industrious young man and might have reached great

From finding an unknown fanzine and underappreciated fan in history, to

skriver dikier, seiencefiction och an unknown fanzine - eg not in rune forsgren's 1954-77 zine bibliography

homerislke hexameter (VJag satt pa
ett sjabbigt kafé av den folkigda

gortent'l,

| had entered fandom):

I utkanten forskommer namn

som Sven Alfons och Olof Lager- Allegorische Bildzeitung is a very Swedish mimeograph
crantz, men i Gvrigt ror det sig om magazine, neatly illustrated, published with 5 issues/year
mer eller mindre avancerade alle- for 18 Crowns from 1 Débeln's Str, Kristianstad. The force
goriska Ovningar och en del fri- behind is Pontus Tunander who draws, writes poems and
hjulsakning pa rena skrivglidien sf and Homeric hexameter ("l sat on a shabby cafe of the
people-owned sort"). In the margin are names like Sven
Alfons and Olof Lagercrantz, but otherwise it's about more
or less advanced allegorical attempts and some free- '
wheeling from pure joy of writing and mimicking. The

eema och andpas smi forlag en /iterary magazines are few these days, the literary high
strom av diktsamlingar, och Sveri- school and student associations are almost gone. Instead
e har vil inte sett maken till en we see from self-publishing and small press a stream of
sadan produktion sedan signatur- poetry collections, and Sweden has not seen the equal to
poeternas fid for hundia ar sen. sich a production since the time of the signature poets a
hundred years ago. The quality isn't higher either. Then it
is encouraging to leaf through the numerous issues of a
stencilled magazine what works like an unpretentious,

gch hirmningslusien,

De litterdra tidskrifterna ar nu-
mera fi, de litterira gymnasie-
och studentforeningarna har nés-
tan tynat bort. I stallet utges frin

Kvaliteten ar heller inte hogre.
Det &r d& upplivande att, bladdra

1 de talrika numren av en stencil-

tidskrift som .fungerar som en

- from your own time! Dagens Nyheter writes December 2,1976 (at a time

Pontus Tunnder.

oprefentits, lelfull forskola, Tillplayful kindergarten. For what? The future will tell.

Cvad? Det tar framiiden visao -

“For some reason, the exact same text was repeated in the paper January

21, 1977. Maybe they had a gap on the page and threw in something recent just to fill it. | was around
at this time and | dare say | have a good grasp of the 1970's fanzines - but | haven't heard of this one
before. And it was obviously published for some time, with several issues - the reviewer talks about
"numerous issues". The editor Pontus Tunander has also remained

unknown for me. AFAIK there is no sf club in his hometown of Kristianstad,
which may explain the lack of fannish contacts. But Google does help with
info about the person - age, geography and interests indicates it's
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontus_Tunander (1957-2011), painter,

conservator and non-fic writer of books on eg restoring paintings. Here's

an obituary calling him a "Remarkable Renaissance Man":
https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2011-12-11/en-forunderlig-

renassansmanniska (Both in Swedish. Try Google Translate.) The only

Trasnitten far liv. Takeo och Kaede kampar for karleken

i fantasykronikan om Otoriklanen i det medeltida Japan.

RECENSION BOCKER

Lian Hearn

Pa kudde av gras
QOvers: Anders Bellis
Bonnier Carlsen

Sagan om Otoriklanen dr en passio-
nerad och kraftfull fantasykronika
om Kkérlek och dod, barmhértighet
och ondska, makt och vanmakt.
Den forsiggdr i ett medeltida Japan,
i ett landskap som liknar vistra
Honshu, Kronikans forsta del,
"Over naktergalens golv”, gavs ut i
fjol, "Pa kudde av gras™ har foljti ar,
"Under lysande méne” ges ut 2004.

Utformningen av bockerna ir

ovanligt vacker. I "Pa kudde av
gras” finns en personférteckning,
overskadlig och mycker nddvéndig.

"Over niktergalens golv” ar over-
satt av Carla Wiberg, "Pa kudde av
gris” av Anders Bellis. Carla Wi-
bergs tolkning &r den Dbattre. An-
ders Bellis gor syfrningsfel, och han
anvinder alltfor gérna engelska
ord som konsolidera, incident, re-
staurera—ord som forvisso ar gang-
bara i vardagssvenskan. Men i en
berttelse av detta slag, dédr hand-
lingens obeveklighet och historiskt
belagda gruvligheter bryts mot och
bérs fram av spraklig skonhet, dr de
klumpiga.

Hjélten, som beréttar sin historia
ijagform, drvid berdttelsens borjan
cirka sjutton ar. Fordldralds och
hemlos sedan hans by skovlats, rad-
das och adopteras han av herr Oto-
ri Shigeru. Han far namnet Otori
Takeo. Forst langre fram far han
reda pd att han i sjdlva verket stam-
mar fran Otoriklanen. Hans blods-
arv dr trefaldigt och motstridigt.
Hans mor horde till en religios sekt
som pa grund av sin envisa frid-
sambhet forfoljdes, "de gomda” kal-

Efannish
connection
1? that Mr S
unander g tifully Painted:

wrote one
book
together
with Lena
Nessle, mother of the famous fan
David Nessle.

Speaking of fans writing, translation
has been a mainstay of Swedish fen

Decoration Painting Through
the Ages”, book by faned
Pontus Tunander and fan-
mother Lena Nessle.

las den. Hans far {6ddes inom enwwho have wanted to earn an extra

vittforgrenad maffia kallad Slaktet,
Dess medlemmar besitter underli-
ga gavor. De kan "svepa sig i osyn-


https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2011-12-11/en-forunderlig-renassansmanniska
https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2011-12-11/en-forunderlig-renassansmanniska
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontus_Tunander

Crown. Scores of them have translated sf, fantasy, crime, non-fic, TV shows, and much more (me
too, a lot of sf short stories, a novel, but most of all hundreds of computer articles and manuals). But
sometimes it doesn't go so well, as we see in this book review, especially noting the translation by a
famous fan (or infamous, if votes would count correctly): "Woodcuts get life - Takeo and Kaede fights
for love in the fantasy chronicle about Otori clan in medieval Japan", Dagens Nyheter 1 dec, 2003:

...Liam Hearn, On a Pillow of Grass...On a Pillow of Grass is translated by .../who/ misdirects expressions, and
he's too keen to use English words like consolidate, incident, restore /ie the Swedish words that are "too close"

to the English/ though they may be used in colloquial Swedish. But in a tale of this type, where the plot's
relentlessness and historically documented cruelness contrasts too and is carried by linguistic beauty, here

they are clumsy.

It's rare for reviewers to mention

the quality of a translation (though fan Erik Andersson was praised

for his treatment of JRR Tolkien and James Joyce) so this must have been a really sloppy piece of
work. One of the points is "anglicisms", ie using English idioms and words that don't really fit in
Swedish. Translations is something many English speakers seldom think about, because as their

language has the leading status
Not that | complain! Far from it!

in the world most things are served to them in their own lingo.

English is a fine tongue. I'd rather have English than Chinese. And

all us forced to learn an extra language get extra linguistic skills for free - and I'm sure higher 1Q too!
But translating can be tricky. There are many traps and subtle structural problems. Prepositions,
idioms, compound word or not. Swedish tend to suck in not only English words but also English iway
of thinking, which is then clumsily used in Swedish (as noted in the review above). One example of
many, which has always annoyed me: karaktar. The similar English word "character" means a person
in a book or film, but Swedish "karaktar" means traits or characteristics, as in "Han har god karaktar"
(which is the second English meaning, "He is of good character"). Until some years ago you'd never

"Vetenshapliga

el i - A
fantasier”
eller ‘soience fiction som den anglo-
saxiska ursprungsbensmningen lyder,
introduceras pd den svenska bok-
marknaden av Eklunds forlag. Twva

~\write that a book's "karaktar" did this or that, but now every low-life

half-wit uses "karaktar" as it'd mean "a person in a story". The

traditional, correct Swedish expression is "huvudperson" ("main

character", it applicable) or even "hjalte" ("hero"). | suspect it was
those damn' roleplayers who began using "karaktar" the wrong way,
since the English "character" was everywhere in their original

volymer foreligeer, och det dr tyd- |[English Dungeons & Dragons manuals.

ligen bara hirjan,

Man ska nog vara en Stilman eller
Fantomi med umgingesvana frin
kretzar diér folk lyfter =ig sjdlva i
haret och ldtt uticr andra mot na-
turlagarna stridande handlingar for
att kunna njuta denna underhall-
ning. Inte ens i atomaldermns gry-
ning underlater den sansade ait
Enugga ogonen infér sidana pro-
dukter som jiilteviaxter ph vig at
erovra jorden och uiplina alli
manskligt liv,

Det velenskapliga underlaget bar
iman niamna med smd bokstiver, Med
den pretentitsa etiketten (foljden aw
en slentrisnmissiz och direkt Gver-
sittning av en term) aviagsnad har
lisaren lattare att uppskaita de lealla
kdrar som onekligen di och di ki-
lar pd hans rygg.

Sen iir det en sak att herrarna in-
te dr sparsamma med frycksvirtan
Det dr rent ofaitbart att deras dven.
tyrshidltar har tid till si langa sprak-
viindningar ibland, medon  viirlden

BTW, | must point out, my English translations here in Intermission
are very fast ones! There may be errors or approximations,
questionable phrasings, etc. | won't pretend the hasty translations
are perfect. You do fanzines unpaid, in your spare time, so you have
to accept that not every word shines with crystal clarity. And to this
come straight typos, where fingers have slipped on the keys
unintentionally. | warn against them in every colophon...

1953 was the year "science fiction" became a buzzword in Swedish
press. But not everyone was happy. One Bengt Grafstrom wrote in
Expressen, 18 July 1953, "Scientific Fantasies":

...or sf as the Anglosaxon original name is, becomes introduced on the
Swedish book market by Eklunds férlag. Two volumes are here. You must
be Superman or The Phantom and socialise in circles where people lift
themselves by the bootstraps or easily perform other acts against the
natural laws to enjoy this entertainment. Not even in the dawn of the
atomic age could anyone who is sane refrain from rubbing their eyes
facing such things like giant plants on the way to conquer Earth and
destroy all human life. The scientific basis should be mentioned in small
letters. With the pretentious label (from a sloppy and direct translation of a
term) removed the reader may more easily to appreciate the chills that

hotazs avy underging,

.= BENGT GRAFSTROM  §undoubtedly now and then creeps up your back. And there's also the fact



Claes-Eric Danelius.:

"

Supermin och idioter

l DEN FLOD av amerikanskt
serievanvell, som bolar atl over-
sviilmma vart land, och mol vilken
profester hojas av alla besinnings-
fulla lirare, folkbildare och andr
snsvarskinnande minniskor, ke
man sirskilja en speciell strdm, so
gir under mamnet Science Fietion
{saf’ens fiksn). Namnet fvder pa
alt de! skulle rira sig om nigon
slags velenskapllg dikining. [ sjil-
va verkel iir del dock warken (riga
am velenskap | vanlig mening =ller

verkllg diktning. Denna avarl av 1

littaratur, som egentligen infe alls
ir ny, utan har sing rotter i dldre
populErlitleralur, &r wiled en
granskning emedsn den dr varre
och farligare &n de vanliga Wild
Waest-fiven' ach  Hoppalong-
Cassidyllu iom (idigare gras-
serdl ritl -u waSkednkl |oden ame-
rikanska halvbildningens sinnes-
varld.

I Bonn'ers Litterira  Magasin,
ir 1—>54, finner man en orientering
ay Elizabeth Tykesson, som inga-
ende skildear genrens uppkomsl och
uiveckling. Hir befonas dock inte
faran s@ starkt, vilket diremot i
hégre grad sker i Sten Sdderbergs
artikel “"Fanlomlitteratur pd avvi-
gar” i Industria nr 9 1953, Han sl4l-
ler hiir vetenskapsmannens kunska-
per och ansvar genlemol de fleskler
och det kvasivelenskapliga nonsens,
varpi SF bygger. Jag &mnar hit
titlatn mig afl citern ur bida ar-
iklarna.

DE FLESTA HAR vil ndégon
gang stillat bekantskap med Jules
Verne, som fdrulsag manga ov vee
lenskapens fraomsleg. och bl n.
skrev "En  wiirldsomsegling under
havet" lingt innan ubilen Var pi-
tiinkt. Ett cilat ur srtikeln i Indu-
sirin:  "Skillnaden miellan anorna

och-dtlelggarng @ #teded o)

[ itk Iitterdir fartjanst vilket endast |
i undantagslall betungar de senare.
De flasin- labrikanter har en-vulgn:

Typisk (Mustration (il amerikansk
oj heller vart land skonas jfrdn, Skulle man m8ta varelser fran (rim-

mande planeter sh Gr deot [ulli beckitimat

“homba Tan uwr kroppen pd dem',

Science  Fletion, sem  naturiigtvis

att  beskjota deém, eller
som en amerikansk kalolsk prist

utirycker saken,

rilet och beklaglip brist § minsk-
lig Tiness™.

SF-berdtteiserna handl for det
mesln om rymdrakeler, fentyr pd
frammande planeler sam Invasio-
ner pa Jorden ‘av illvilla mars-
miml;;t:’:ﬁ:ﬁ#‘u lFitidH_iHh%;;; n%i

hiEFAdS 4
bt e S
vapen och andra [ulifindde verk-
‘v Har lmnas laniasinfullkom-
Pgh iritt spelrum, hir fins inga
himningar. Eit cital ur 1dustria;
"Far nagot dr gedan uttede sig |
LUSA en katolsk prastsom jag
hoppas nu &r avsatt, om ittmatig
heten §-atl skjula besfkre  frin
fraimmande pleneter. Eftrsom de
inte hade halt Kristus —hur han

ny visste def — kunde d inie ha
ajfilar om vilka Gud bekynrade sig.
De maste antingen leva som Adam
och Eva fdra syndafaliel och: var |
4 [all  ododliga, varite- del inte
giorde nagol om man skol pd dem,
eller ocksi var de fortappade varel-
ser som borde utrotas. Stbrre vhr
inte gudenm i hans homoceniriskn
virld, Och vidare vyer har [nte de

o flesta v sclence fictions [Brfattare”

= "De vildaste ovetenskaplign fan-
tasier kan man tala, men den nir-
gingna  materfalisliska cynlsmen
eic. fir osmaklig”. Nigra flera cflat:

"Man raknade ett tag med ali en
{redjedel av allt som ldafes | USA
— borisett frin dagslidningarna —
{*llhGrde denna grupp av uppska-
framide underhilining for freden 16r-
darvade nerver”,

UNi kan vara, um-l;gadn oni uil

et a iy,

res,  ka
ent dag.”

"En slor fara &r aft virt folk nir
science Tiction har  blvit vardags-
ldsning kommer att f4 elt slags pre-
tentits kvasibildning.”

"Virn barn och barnbarm kom-
mer atl siga: — Inle nog med ait
viirn fider fdrslésade jordens till:
gangar — de matnde css ocksi med
en andlig smofja som kommit ul-
vecklingen ail vixa oss dver huvu-
det,”

sikert som {elevislonen

At smoriaN AR populir |
vissn kretsar wvillnar eit uttalonde
av en  viss Roland Adlerberih i
Samtid och Framtid: "Vi behdver en
underhillningslitteratur  som ori-
ecaferar oss infe bara den varid +i
lever | ulan dven i den som skall
komma." Och deila trots alt bl. a:

(Forts, 4 sista sid.)

that the gentlemen
don't spare the printing
ink. It is inconceivable
that their adventure
heroes have time for
long verbal outbursts
while the world faces
its destruction.

The writer Mr
Grafstrom is a well-
known radio and TV
man. He has been
conferencier for
Rolling Stones on
tour in Sweden,
came second in a
national DJ
competition, he has
led the national
Eurovision selection,
and so on. Wikipedia
says he was born in
1946, and here he
was only 17 - so why
did this young guy
who liked rock'n'roll
etc detest sf?

That our rocket and
space stuff wasn't
popular everywhere
is also apparent from
this piece in
Arbetartidningen
April 23, 1954,
"Supermen and

- [diots":

sluka barmens: ocfy ungdgrnﬁpg- e
tresse, och fir all del ocksd de El -

In the flood of
American comics
craziness threatening
to drown us, and
against which protests
have been raised by
thoughtful theatres,
educators and other
people of
responsibility, you can
identify a special
stream that goes under
the name science
fiction (sai'ens fiksn).
The name implies it
would be some sort of
scientific fiction. In



reality it is neither science in reqular meaning or real literature. This bastard of literature, which in fact isn't new
but has its roots in older popular literature, is worth a scrutiny since it is worse and more dangerous than the
usual Wild West adventures and Hoppalong Cassidy who earlier ruled supreme in the world of American half-
education. In Bonnier's Literary Magazine No 1 -54 you find a survey by Elisabeth Tykesson, which thoroughly
describes the beginning and development of the genre. But it doesn't strongly enough point out the danger,
though that is done in Sten Séderberg's article "Phantom Literature Astray" in Industria No 9, 1954. /1 don't
have that article./ He contrasts the knowledge and responsibility of the scientists against the empty phrases
and quasi-science nonsense upon which sf is built. | will here quote from both articles. Most have sometimes
been acquainted with Jules Verne who predicted many of the progresses of science, and wrote eg 20 000
Leagues Under the Sea long before the submarine was invented. A quote from the article in Industria: "The
difference between the forefathers and the heirs is that the first mentioned had literary merits which is only an
exception with the latter. Most things they fabricate is vulgar and has an unfortunate lack of human finesse.”
The sf stories are mostly about space rockets, adventures on alien planets and invasions of Earth by evil
Martians, which are always finally brought down by heroic supermen with rayguns, atomic weapons and other
supreme tools. Imagination runs totally free here, there are no limits. A quote from Industria: "A few years ago
the son of a catholic priest, who | hope now is disrobed, spoke about the righteousness of shooting visitors
from alien planets. Since they haven't had Christ - however he would know - they couldn't have any souls that
God would bother about. They must either be living like Adam and Eve before the fall and if so were immortal,
so it wouldn't matter to shoot at them, or they would be damned creatures that must be eradicated. God wasn't
bigger than that in his homocentric world. And most sf writers don't have wider horizons." - "You can stand the
semnpnmmannsmnnnsnnnnsusnsssasessnsiyjldest unscientific fantasies, but the tight materialistic cynicism is
; LY t tasteless.” Some more quotes: "They for a while counted on that 1/3 of
Sﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁff won everything read in the USA - except for newspapers - was in this group of
o : ! ®upsetting entertainment and for the peace nerve-wrecking." "You can be
i J{)W f”r E convinced that this form of printed matter soon is here, and it will engulf
: the interests of children and the youth, and for that matter older people,
Senaste numref av ryska kom-} » just as sure as television one day."” "A big danger is that our people, when
munistpartiels idétidskrifts sf has become everyday reading, will obtain some sort of pretentious
3 fommunist nnehaller en betrales 3 gy asi-education.” "Our children and grandchildren will say - not only did
& telse om sciencefiction och dessl ) o ofathers waste Earth's resources, they also fed us with spiritual
: onda infivtande Gver de bredai
R imarin i kuritaliatvaiden. » rubbish that has made development grow over our heads. That the smut
-: Her E Brandis och V Dmitrev- i : is popular in certain circles is witnessed by a certain Roland Adlerberth
. skij har 1Est "Amazing Stories”, . » /known sf expert par preference!/ in the magazine Samtid och Framtid:
g » "Cialaxy’ och "Fantastic Universe” = : "We need entertaining literature that orientates us not only about the
*och dar  funnit  helt orikiies Syworld we live in but also the one that will come.’

: skildringar av framtiden. Aven-s (Caption: Typical illustration for American sf, which neither our country
tyrsioriatiama visar INgen W0 PR ooy heon spared from. If you'd meet beings from an alien planet you'd
i folkens formaga att forhindras ;

: atomkrig och styra allt i1l det s be in your right to shoot them, or "bomb the devil out of them" as an

2 hésta, +American priest phrased it.)

: pﬁi?ﬂtl:&l: qtzvi;nail E}rglhifzs lof:“ * Our friend Adlerberth sounds quite wise, which can't be said with

:  ovetenskapliga  instéllning (i1 & the same conviction about the intolerant, culture panicking writer of

: ' framtidens problem. Till den svar- &
B e oe WapeEee AT A : the above. (The article continues on another page | missed to save,

s Huxley. Eit litef fatal tyeks dock sbut it's likely that part goes through quotes from the infamous
tfinna nad infor Sovietkritiken, ‘Tykesson article which | have already gone through in Intermission.)

= hland dem Ray Bradbury. _ _ . .
De hada Sovietryssarna  har = Neither were the Soviets happy with American sf, but that's not too

emellertid lkommit den psysele- iunexpected. We read about "Sf in Soviet” in Dagens Nyheter, March
iska forklaringen till zeiencefic-

f onhysterin pa sparen. Formttar-:8 1964:
na forsolker haIi enkelt projicie- =
ra dagens eliinde i kap.tahsfum]_:ln the latest issue of the Russian communist party's ideological magazine
den pa framiiden. De mirka vi- *Kommunist there're considerations about sf and its evil influence of the
S_if?ﬂeg'na Ar a}fspegiinﬁar aw mot- "broad masses of the capitalist world. Misters E Randis and V Dmitrevskij
sitiningarna inom den dekadentaspnaye read Amazing Stories and Fantastic Universe and there found totally
nilt{]q:;md];;b& salvor avEvrats dnd- | .unfounded descriptions of the future. The adventure writers show no faith
K R e Seianee. tin the ability of the people to stop atomic war and make everything for the
= ficlion fr, pipekas del, etl. viktigt xbest. The most of "the lying future prophets" are scoffed for their totally
= medel for agitation hland massor- zunscientific attitude towards the problems of the future. As the darkest
Sna. Produktionen av aventyiliga ..react/onary they point to Aldous Huxley. A small number does seem to be
:E“‘ml ler i 5“”““““’“;“ masie 3 ooked upon more kindly by the Soviet critique, among them Ray
karfﬂr stimuleras, oeh den ISSEaipo 9 The two Soviet-Russians have however came to the
= kritiken bor inte lingre neglige-%
tra denna genre. -psychologlcal explanation to the sf hysteria. The writers simply tries to

DANIEL TARSCHYS :

L}
.




project today's misery of the capitalist world into the future. The dark visions are mirroring of the conflicts
within the decadent bourgeoisie. After these broadsides have been fired off the article change its slant. Sfis, it
is noted, an important instrument of agitation for the masses. The production of adventure stories must thus
be stimulated in the Soviet Union, and Russian critics should no longer ignore this genre.
The writer Daniel Tarschys would later become professor of political science and politician for the
Liberal Party. The piece above reveals between the lines some distrust in the Soviet analysis of sf.
With just a few exceptions (like the Strugatskys) the Soviet sf that would be "stimulated" became
rather rigid and unsuccessful. However, after the fall of communism there's been somewhat of an
explosion of Russian sf and fantasy, with lots of new writers, many more titles published and several
being successful abroad, eg Dmitry Glukhovsky, Nick Perumov, Olga Slavnikova, Vitaly Bugrov, and
others (I've actually met a couple of them on visits to Stockholm, as reported before in Intermission).

So now you know. Beside we are held hostage by the evil and never-ending corona terror-virus - a
bio-Ragnarék - our favourite pastime of scientifiction is something the cat dragged in, and possibly a
conspiracy of sneaky capitalism. We better give up!

Or in feverish anticipation wait for the next issue of...INTERMISSION!

After the Moon landing, why not a Sun landing? Don't worry, it won't be hot - we land during the night!
Impression by artist Lars "LON" Olsson.

N'AILING COMMENTS
First latest EAPA mailing, then N'APA (their two latest mailings). But remember that mailing
comments always tend to be random babble out of the top of the head. Or something.
William McCabe: They've begun with vaccinations here too. But if they don't speed it up it will take
years to cover the population. But...I think that as more vaccines are approved, it will be speeded up,
and together with those already having had the virus (they are immune) | hope the epidemic can be



significantly slowed by summer. Congrats for your gardening prize! | have always thought a nuclear
WWIII was most likely to start by...mistake! A mistake from either side. The Cuba crisis was one
possibility, There was also eg an incident when the Soviets had a radar system which thought certain
Arctic clouds was a US attack, but retaliation was stopped by the USSR officer Stanislav Petrov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanislav_Petrov. Now, the unstable North Korea is something to worry
about! No, what is called "excess deaths" is more reliable than the "death rate" to determine corona
deaths. That's because every country have different definitions of cause of death, and many countries
(eg in the 3rd world) don't have reliable statistics. To this comes that some countries for domestic
political reasons want to downplay the number of corona deaths. Recently it was eg revealed that
Russia had five times higher excess deaths that official corona statistics show... Putin simply wants to
pretend he's doing well in the pandemic. "Excess deaths" however is very simple and basic statistics
which doesn't fluctuate much and don't have problems of definition - people are either alive or dead.
I've done calculations about Swedish excess deaths for 2020 (from national statistics agency's
figures). In 2020 there were 3400 excess deaths, compared to the official claimed figure of ca 9500
virus deaths. The claimed Swedish figure is exaggerated with a factor of about three! 2/3rds of
claimed virus victims would have died anyway, WITH but not FROM the corona virus.

Henry Grynnsten: There are plenty of theories around William Shakespeare. That he didn't exist.
That someone else wrote the plays. For my part | think he did exist and that he did write all those
plays. A fascinating thing about Shakespeare is his masterly treatment of language. He is said to
have used more than 20 000 different English words (of which he invented hundreds, 422 words
Shakespeare invented, https://www.litcharts.com/blog/shakespeare/words-shakespeare-invented/ )
which is about twice the number an ordinary English speaker use in everyday life. BTW, the first
person in Britain who got vaccinated was named...William Shakespeare!
(https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55233021 - daring by Mr and Mrs Shakespeare to name their son
William!) Make sure you leave a will to donate your fanzine collection to some university or research
library. Didn't know that William S Burroughs' grandfather founded the computer company Burroughs!
(But Edgar Rice seems to have been unrelated). "It’s the intellectuals and academics who are really
easy to fool. Because they think they’re so damn smart." - true! Smart people are often stupid.

Ahrvid Engholm: Gosh wow! What a faaantastic zine you've done! The best ever!

Garth Spencer: Please go on with EAPA! Fanzine fandom is necessary! Competition is a force that
works against cutting labour costs too low. If someone offers a job that pays better for the same
amount of work, people will take it. Machines, Al, computers, robots, innovation are better ways to cut
costs and increase productivity. In the long run, work hours will have to come down through more
automatisation. Who is this fan historian Ahrvid Engstrom? Interesting summary of Canadian fandom!
Thanks for that! There's so much | could comment there, that I'd better leave it. Generally, | fear that
Fandom As We Know It Or Have Known It is i dire straits, be it US, Canadian, Swedish or whatever
fandom. Classic fanzines are hardly done, and PDFzines struggle to replace them. All real fans of the
old type are becoming...old, and die off. In come folks that are only interested to dress up in
costumes from film and TV or play games - the Comic Con types. They have no idea of the roots of
real fandom, it's history and traditions. To me, they are not fandom - they are media-fandom, a totally
different sort. Me, well I'll try to hold on to what's left of real fandom as long as possible. Maybe it can
survive just a little, as a little exclusive club that knows about Moskowitz, Warner, Willis, Tucker and
mimeographs, Roscoe, propeller beanies and LoCs. Maybe enough new people will be fascinated by
this unique culture (it is unique!) so the club can linger on a little.

George Phillies: Did Hugo Gernsback really do TV broadcasts in 19237 Tell us more! You ask what
N3F should be doing. As a newcomer (but not in fandom) | can't say. | know N3F was founded as an
intended huge umbrella organisation, and never reached that aim. But that's typical for fandom! Fans
are individualistic, and gather in small disorganised groups and shun anyone trying to get everyone
under one umbrella. It has been the same in my local Swedish fandom. Intermission has covered


https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55233021
https://www.litcharts.com/blog/shakespeare/words-shakespeare-invented/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanislav_Petrov

several attempts to create Scandinavian sf federations (called "unions") in the 1950's... All failed,
through lack of interest and internal friction. | suppose the best N3F can do is to do what it does now,
being around for those who are interested, do a few zines, etc. Numbered fandoms is something |
believed began by Jack Speer. | think it's an interesting little thing to use such numbers...

Jefferson P Swycaffer: | too like RA Lafferty! Great writer. | saw him once, on the 1979 Worldcon in
Brighton, passing with a pint in his hand. | hadn't read him then so | didn't rush forth to say hello. But |
did see him, close enough to read his name on the badge. | once translated a short story by him. The
Addams Family was on Swedish TV in the 1960's. A great show. | remember seeing it. (Another show
| remember from then is "My Favourite Martian". Does anyone remember it?)

John Thiel: | see "synergy" as a concept that just means "multiple factors
that support each other". Am | wrong? Your short stories unfortunately lack
dialogue and is all tell, no show - not good. | like poems. Warning - | may later
hit you with the poems of the illustrious Comet-John Benzene jr...!

Will S Mayo: Wow, you like Murray Leinster! | like him too, very much! |
once had E-mail contact with his daughter (about some detail of him being
published in Swedish). Leinster is definitely underrated. He was such a
pioneer with stories like "Sidewise in Time", "First Contact" and "A Logic
Named Joe" that were firsts using their ideas. Even if he's out of print, if you
look around you can find much Leinster electronically as PDFs. | don't like
zombie stories. | think it's meaningless to imagine deceased people walking
around. It's just dead stupid. Nice poems! _

Lorien Rivendell: Yes, 2020 was an awful year. And | guess at least the first
half of 2021 won't be much better. It's a gloomy skiffy world. Swedish edition of Murray

Samuel Lubell: Fantasy is usually set in pseudo-medieval times, a time of Leinsteir's Forgotten Planet.
kings, princes, princesses, knights and all that. That's why fantasy is
obsessed with royalty. (Note: | live in a kingdom myself, though our king only has a ceremonial role.

Our kings used to have more power, but it began to erode in the 19th Century. The last occasion
when a Swedish king exercised any power was in 1914 when king Gustaf V held his Courtyard
Speech asking for more money to the military, which made the government resign. In a strange twist
of historic irony, the king was shown to be insightful, because shortly thereafter World War | started...)
William Tenn is a very fine writer! One of my favourites. | tend to like the older skiffy writers more.

Some final notes: Note that N3F is making plugs for its publications for the FAAn Awards. At the
same time | have asked people to Hugo nominate EAPA as Best Fanzine... Consider it! Nominations
are open until March 19, https://discon3.org/whats-on/hugo-awards-wsfs/hugo-awards/ An APA
should be eligible, it's a number of pieces stitched together in a single entity. We might not win, but
PR of being on the ballot would be healthy. EAPA needs new blood - join! (I can give more info.)

Not very nice scenes from Washington DC Jan 6! The US is ill, not only from the blasted virus.

Gave this ish a few extra pages to mark ending the History Issues run (but coming ishs will have a
smaller "history corner"). For future issues if | have heard from you don't worry, otherwise just send
me a word or two...or two hundred! (There may be a .rar file of the 10 history issues #96-105 later, for
those who have misses any.) In the virus world UK and EU are slugging it out on Astra-Zeneca
vaccines! EU says AZ breaks delivery contracts as the UK grabs their stuff. UK says they signed up
for delivery earlier. EU says "doesn't matter, our deal makes no exception for whatever other deals
says" and threatens blockade of N Ireland border. And Russia steps in and offers their Sputnik V
vaccine instead of delayed AZ deliveries. Bring out the popcorn! A thought: 100+ companies have
worked on vaccines. In a couple of months there will be a huge surplus of vaccines and as many
brands to pick from as there're cereals on the supermarket shelves...

Intermission will slowly turn back to normality - and so will the world. We hope. Roscoe says so!--AE

Ett hilkert kom bort — och en hel
wvirld blev bortglémd och bland o-
hyggliga faror kampar Burl, far sict
liv och sitt minniskovarde.



https://discon3.org/whats-on/hugo-awards-wsfs/hugo-awards/
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TORIAL

This Modern Age in Which We Live

Some called the 20™ Century “The Age of Reason”. It does seem as if knowledge is
being consolidated in that and the present century and that there is an emphasis on
thought about how the world is and what we are doing in it. As I understand it, the
industrial revolution brought people around to consideration of things being made and
how they were being made, and brought into being the steam engine, then the railroad
train, then the automobile, and finally the airplane, and there were many things being
invented by people who had acquired an inventive spirit from the nature of the way
things were becoming in that century, the 19". There were also far-out inventions like
the telegraph, radio, television, the motion picture camera, things of that nature which it
took Einstein to explain to his students at Princeton. It has been pointed out that these
inventions speeded up life—you could get places fast in an automobile or train, and
airplane pilots could accomplish many things with great speed; radios and television had
instant transmission and as Bill Gates pointed out, information was travelling at a
celestial speed via those means and the computer system, which came into full being at
the end of the last century. Arthur Clarke said, “Any technology if sufficiently advanced is
indistinguishable from magic”, so that was magic coming, or coming back, into our lives
via the machines. (For example, etching full sound into a phonograph record which will
play it back is magic, even if, speaking of it scientifically, it can be done.) Things move
faster when they can be done faster, and progress is speeded up. We moved from rags
to riches over that last century, even though we retained our evils and ended up without



enough money to buy anything. Circumstances require juggling to be comprehended.

With so much happening so fast, are we ourselves also happening? Science is saying
that we might mutate or evolve to keep up with what is going on around us, and that
we might become robotic keeping up with and operating the equipment we now have.
We seem to be dwelling in a land newer than the one we are familiar with, and looking
nostalgically at the outmoded remnants of things which were once the very latest. In
previous ages people did not see all those great progressive changes because they did
not live long enough. The changes came more slowly. Evolution itself has become
speeded up, and many people are not certain they can take it physiologically.

One might ask, why is all this happening? If things speed up so tremendously, is that
not people speeding up due to some primal drive to have things different and to build
new things upon the things we have? Has what people had been unsatisfactory? A look
over the literature of the past gives us the impression that this is so. Past writing is filled
with high complaint. There has been a prediction of an apocalypse occurring in which
everything that has been a-building will be realized, and this century seems as if it is
part of that apocalypse that has been predicted. A judgment day was also predicted,
due to all the misery that existed on Earth and the sin that brought that misery into
being, and a lot of people express the idea that the time of that judgment is the
present—and indeed, there is much talk going on about how good mankind is, which
can be taken to be indicative of the presence of judgment, a reaction to a judgment
occurring. There is also a lot of destruction occurring, which gives the impression of
doom and of condemnation—people have not been worthy, is what that amounts to. If
not worthy, they should be abandoned, is the notion of condemnation. They do not
even get a sight of what is better than themselves, existing somewhere that they cannot
reach—a condition of hell, which if it exists suggests that there are other places that are
not hell. If there is judgment of sin, there must also exist non-sinfulness, a criterion by
which to judge sin.

Our modern age has become one of chaos. Perhaps we should attempt to reason
things out better than we have been doing, and acquire some control of our own over
our passions.



Mailing Comments

I'm very glad to see a lot of people in the 250" mailing; I was getting uncomfortable
at the smallness of the apa, but it's now a good size, and I hope it remains that way or
builds up even farther. Here are some comments on that mailing:

WILL MAYO: I thing you've caught on from Pablo Lennis that Frederick is not the only
town that can be called haunted. Some of the people in Rhode Island, especially near
Providence, are claiming that same thing, and you have seen my description of the book
HAUNTED LAFAYETTE. Actually it's comforting to have some haunts around.

It seems like either Jennings got into NAPA or your review of Pan was also in
Tightbeam, I haven't checked back. This review actually gives me a good comprehension
of the story.

JEFFERSON SWYCAFFER: In one of Lovecraft's stories, “Pictman’s Model”, he portrays an
extremely different Boston than is familiar from Colonial and Post-Colonial historical
description. I wonder if anyone from Boston reacted to that story. He had the town full
of ghouls, existing in public places.

AHRVID ENGHOLM: Welcome to NAPA—glad to have you as a member. I hope you stay
in and have a lot to say. You're already saying a lot, and I agree with your statement that
fandom must be retaken.

Two cures for hiccups are holding your breath and drinking water, or both together.
This almost always makes them go away, which they seem to want to do; if they persist
for too long they leave the realm of logic and believability. Your story is a relief from the
no-talk that exists around the plague.

I hope you'll do mailing comments for us.



LORIEN RIVENDELL: Sure, computers do a lot for fandom, but they keep it up in the air
without a solid grounding, too. With the post office getting so indecent, we are forced
into Cyberspace, as if it were a refuge.

The Covid rules have the effect of extermination for a lot of people. They wipe out
their ability to sustain themselves.

SAMUEL LUBELL: I don't think people who call fandom a hobby know what a hobby is.
Writing and correspondence doesn’t qualify as a hobby. A hobby is a pastime working
with interesting eccentric trivialities, such as making model planes, stamp collecting, and
things like that. The original statement being quoted is “Fandom is just a goddam
hobby.” It sounds like the speaker was drunk.

GEORGE PHILLIES: I'll bet the people in that two member NAPA felt pretty weird carrying
on in it. It sounds uncanny. Observers must have felt pretty strange looking at it.



PASSERS BY by Jeffrey Redmond

The knives of war that came before

From the ancient Er-Dan manuscripts (Codex 3144), as translated by Ed-Mon:

On the planet of the three moons a male offspring, one, of course, of many, was born.
This one was in a birthing ceremony, in the little temple, on the great peninsula of the
southern coast of the Western Continent. His mother was, as it was customary to be,
naked and assisted by the priestesses of the lesser moon'’s deities. The delivery was both
easy and quick for her, and the invited guests murmured and chanted their approval
throughout. The little offspring was washed and given back to her to hold and nourish,
and she treated it in an adoring and caring way. But too soon afterwards, the male
offspring’s father was conscripted to serve in the naval armada, and he was sent far
away to another foreign conflict. There was no word about many of the ships ever again,
because a series of terrible storms sank most of them.

The little male grew up with his mother, and he became a fine son, though perhaps a
somewhat melancholy and insecure one due to his not having a father around. And one
day, when he was tired, lonely, all by himself, and wishing that he had some toys to play
with, he started to cry. His widowed mother was too poor to provide him with much else
than the basic necessities, though a military veterans’ association paid for a nice little
dwelling for them to live in. But the little male felt sorry for himself, and he missed not
having all of the things that he saw the other young males playing with.

There was a naval marine neighbor who lived nearby, and he had returned safely
from an expedition to the Eastern Continent. He had several female offspring, and he



brought them back gifts of jewelries and fine cloths for lovely robes for them. He had no
male offspring, and he was just then out for a stroll to watch the setting of the solar star
in the eastern sky. He heard and saw the little male’s sorrow, and he went over to the
sad one to find out what was wrong. He could see the little one’s old clothes, and he
remembered that the widowed neighbor was his mother. Without really thinking about
it, the veteran gave the little male some coins that he had with him just then. And, every
once in awhile, the naval marine would be out and about with his wives and daughters,
and they would always stop to greet the widow and her son. He would even give the
little one a ride on his broad shoulders, and perhaps even more playfully than he did
with his own little females.

During the next war, the veteran was called up once again, and he gave the little
male a small knife that he had obtained as a past war souvenir. These gifts always made
the little fatherless one very happy indeed, and he never forgot them. Later, news came
of the marine veteran being killed in a large battle overseas, and his widows met with
the other widow to share their grievings. The marine’s widows gave the seafarer's widow
a large and finely made knife, and one that their fallen marine would no longer need. He
had told them to give it to the other widow for the little male, if he did not return. And
when he grew up, the youth kept the two blades with him as a permanent remembrance
of the time, attention, and generosity he had been shown when he had been so young
and so unhappy.

During the next military conflict, the Western Continent was invaded by the forces of
the Central Continent, and the armies fought many terrible battles in areas to the north
of the capitol. The young male was now grown, and he was conscripted to join in the
local militia units of the western army being formed in the peninsula area. They were
given new style tunics and breeches, and other new equipment and supplies. They were
armed with the newer and larger stabbing weapons, and they marched northwards at a
more rapid pace than was usual. And, because of these factors, they arrived in time, and
well-prepared to help drive the Centralers back to the coast. The Westerners celebrated
as the enemy fleet sailed away, with the remnants of the invading force, to not return
there ever again. The youth and his comrades of the section group returned to their
homes in the peninsula coastal village, and they visited the temple of the smaller moon
to give thanks for their victory and for their lives.

There were also other things that were just as important, and one of these was for
the young male to meet and marry one of the grown up female offspring there. She was



a daughter of the fallen marine who had been so kind and generous to him in the many
seasons before. And, in the seasons afterwards, this female, his wife, was also naked in
the same temple and giving birth to a little female of her own. On the way home, the
young militia veteran saw a little male all by himself. This was another one whose father
had not returned, and this time it was a fellow militia member who had fallen in the
great defensive war against the Centraler invaders. And the young veteran, without
really thinking about it, gave the little male the one smaller knife that he had always
kept.

Sometimes in later seasons he would see the little fellow, and he would give him a
ride up on his broad shoulders. And it appeared that he also gave the little male his
larger knife, when he was older, as well. It may even have been that this youngster grew
up to meet and marry one of the militia veteran’s female offspring, and perhaps have
offspring of his own in time. It was not really ever known or understood completely why
these males gave away such gifts to others’ little male offspring. And especially when
the fathers of these little ones were lost in the continual military conflicts. But it seems
to have been a recurring phenomenon, and one that always seemed to give at least a
small amount of personal satisfaction. And not only to the receivers in these actions, but
to the givers as well.

FOR THAT COSMIC FIX by Will Mayo

Do you want to rock and roll, friends? Do you want to go to places you've never been
before? Well, just stay here with me as we cruise the cosmic internet, heading over to
Istanbul one nanosecond. Manilla and St. Petersburg the next. There's no turning back
now. Just your matrix in the making, sure to get those circuits rattling when you least
expect it. It's a fun-filled ride with life and death and a host of old ghosts. All in for one
last mystery tour of heaven and hell and Shamballa. Climb aboard!



Season of Evil by Joanne Tolson
Yes, it’s a season of evil...
Wanna be dictator
Self proclaimed,

Ego maniac tries
A coup de gras

On our government.

Waiting for Daylight by Joanne Tolson

[ wait anxiously for daylight again...
As the saying goes,
“The sun never sets”.
It goes around our globe

From day to day.
The Sunrises by Joanne Tolson

Over the oceans of the seven continents
Each morning from the East—

Its daily regime.



Issue’s end
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Comments:

Jose Sanchez: Lovely! The philosophical merging of science
fiction and fantasy, myth and tech! Three cheers for the computer
era!

John Thiel: Interesting essay on Theodore Sturgeon and Synergy. |
think Sturgeon-esque Synergy can also be found in the Dorsai stories
and novels by Gordon Dickson, perhaps most notably in the capstone
of the series, "The Final Encyclopedia." | haven't read as much
Sturegon as I'd like, but I have found him to be inspiring. As with
many authors of the era, his short stories are, perhaps, better than his
novels. That is (in my opinion) definitely true of Gordon Dickson
and also of Frank Herbert, whose "Dune" series also partakes, |
think, of Synergy.

| agree with you that a little more "getting together" in
fandom would be a good thing. At very least, it would be an
interesting thing! | wish the N3F, in particular, had more members,
because I think the club -- and this APA! -- are models of "doing
things right."

Jeffrey Redmond's "Substitutions” was fun. As seems usual
with Redmond, it consists of narrative alone, no dialogue or

conversatlons --and, as Alice asked at good a book with

{(@

N

conversations?" The story doesn't actually have a plot, but is a
description of a scene and the characters inhabiting it. It's witty and
rich in descriptive color, definitely an inviting fantasy milieu.

rct me re Jeffrey Redmond, let me take the liberty -- and it is
one, to be sure -- to ask you to pass along my encouragement to
explore more traditional stories, with characters and dialogue, and
with fully-developed dramatic plots. Vignettes are fun, but they're
like postcards: somewhat limited!

Will Mayo: Fun photo of the decorative Aircraft Carrier!

Agreement and sympathy, re "misfits," which many of us
here would acknowledge ourselves to be.

Intriguing vignette about the haunted house, with Civil War
memories and other ha'nts, and the challenge to spend a night there.
| *think* 1 could endure a night in a haunted house without running
away screaming, but I'm also sure | don't eagerly court the
experience!



Ahrvid Engholm: Welcome to our deliberations! Thank you for
joining us! | hope you find the company amenable and the
environment sustaining!

Saucy and witty story, "The Hiccup Plague." Obviously
Covid-inspired, it's a cute story. It's good to poke fun at bad things,
the things that scare us. (Walt Kelly, in Pogo, explored the question
of poking fun at things that scare us; he concluded we generally
don't, but my own conclusion is that we do indeed!)

Lots of fun stuff, including, of course, quite a bit that I'm
unable to read. But if it broadens my horizons, then that's good! |
was unable to figure out how nuclear power divided Sweden into
*three* moieties. | can grok "pro" and "con" but what's the third?
Undecided? "Maybe?" It certainly is an issue where there are (alas!)
very good arguments both pro and con. Itisn't a "slam dunk” as are,
perhaps, some few other issues of public debate.

rct William McCabe, I'm afraid | disagree with you and
agree with McCabe: the current economic model, by relying on
growth, is doomed to unsustainability. You say that growth "means
more resources,” and | think that is exactly the opposite of true:
growth means *shortages* of resources, leading to an economy of
scarcity, which is inconsistent with a "must grow" model.

rct R Grame Cameron, aye! "Reptilicus" is bad -- but it's
also quite a lot of fun. It's good and bad at the same time...and in the
same way!

Lorien Rivendell: re cooking, I'm a total botch! I can only barely
use the microwave to heat stuff up. Recently | bought a pack of
eight pork egg-rolls, and the microwave instructions were,
"Microwave on high for one minute and thirty seconds for each egg-
roll with fifty seconds on high for each additional egg-roll." | have
absolutely no idea what that means! | just put them in for six
minutes, and they were fine!

I have resisted putting in a membership roster, on the
grounds that it might be seen as intruding on privacy. | have email
addresses for everyone here, and most of us put our addresses in our
zines, but I'm leery of doing anything "official." Also, I'm lazy...

Lovely photo of cemetary with dry, dead grass. Evocative!

Total agreement, of course, on how modern information
technology enhances the fannish experience. It's to the point now
that my Kindle isn't a nice add-on to my life, it's a core necessity!

Also total agreement, in a very sad way, that the American
system fails so badly at allocation and distribution of resources and
goods. | have a lot of respect for the "Free Market," but it requires
regulation to prevent it from becoming monstrous (I remember the
high tide of air and water pollution in this country!) and it requires
augmentation in the form of public investment, from fire
departments to the Space Program. I'm extremely sad that a public
health care system is so bitterly opposed by so many millions of
people -- most of whom would actually benefit from such a system!

Samuel Lubell: Cute Tumblr thread on student housing in the
Addams Family Mansion! | could live in such a place! (I *do* live
in such a place! You should see my household decor!)

Interesting essay on the lack of Democracy in fantasy
fiction, and the more typical depiction of monarchies. I'm not at all
sure why this is, although JRR Tolkien's influence is probably a
partial cause. | have a friend who has written a novel where there are
five lands, five nations, each of which has a different form of rule!
There a land that is tribal, one is a monarchy, one a thearchy, one is
mercantile, and one is democratic! It's a political-science tour de
force!

I won't go into detail, but | agree with all you said in your
essay on Democracy in Reality. | am a rather whole-hearted fan of



"moderation,"” and believe in the power of compromise and
consensus. These ideals are, alas, not well-represented in our system
today.

I did not know that William Tenn was a pen-name! ['ve read
some -- not a lot, but some -- of his stories and have enjoyed them
quite a bit. The only one that springs to mind is "Eastward Ho!" a
droll parody of "manifest destiny," in which the European settles of
North America withdraw farther and farther, falling back at the last
upon the Atlantic shore, from which they sail away...in three ships.
Saucy!

George Phillies: re Amazon, it's weird. | was able to create a cover
according to their rules -- and it didn't fit inside their own borders/
outlines. | was able to create a pdf file (Word allows you to store a
.docx as a .pdf) and, on Amazon, "What | Saw Was Not What |
Got!" Incredibly frustrating, especially given that their interface for
uploading ebooks is one of the best, friendliest, and easiest interfaces
I have ever seen!

rct Samuel Lubell, I am astonished to learn that Americans
spend more money on Halloween decorations than on Christmas
decorations! Perhaps our grand "Addams Family" conspiracy is
beginning to take hold!

(Well, why not? Both Christmas and The Addams Family
celebrate the triumph of the individual soul over almighty death!)

Fun "housecleaning™ scene in the Dorrance Academy story.
It might sound prosaic to some, even dull, but it is not! It's good
characterization, and it showcases the characters in a non-stress (or
low-stress) context. (One of the best superhero role-playing-gaming
episodes I've ever been in centered around Washing the Batmobile!)
"Slice of life" scenes are good in a novel, providing relief from too
much excitement. Combat scenes are good -- and you do them well!
-- but variety is the spice!

Bless me, but I do not recall when | joined the N3F.
Probably in early 1990s. | know that a former member wrote my
name in for an election, for the position of President. The results,
published in TNFF, listed me at Jotson P Sujcoffer, a typo | treasure
the memory of. My friend is no longer an N3F member, but | do
hector him mercilessly, urging him to rejoin.



INTERMISSION #106

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com for EAPA, N'APA and some others. No more
"history issues”, but a smaller History Corner. Follow @SFJournalen's newstweets on Nordic
sf/f/h&fandom! Beware of mutated typos! This zine isn't under CapsLock-down! Late Feb '21.

Editorially
Intermission has for the previous ten issues concentrated on presenting sf and fandom history finds

from researching the digital newspaper archive of the Royal Library in Stockholm. It's now time to
scale back a little on that and this industrious little zine will slowly turn back to normality. It'll have a
little bit of this and that, often related to sf and fandom of course, things I've stumbled upon.
Hopefully, cultural events will begin to take place In Real Life again so | can report on that (I'll have
some 2020 reports of the very few IRL events | went to last year). I'll keep a smaller "history corner"
however, with more newspaper finds. There's a lot a lot of that material left!
As long as the C-virus from outer space or the Bat Cave, or wherever it came from, is on the loose,
Antal aviidna per vecka I'lll comment that too. Swedish politicians have now suggested new
izt "tougher" legislation to lock down malls, shops and events...which is totally
- unnecessary! It's uncertain they'll use it, all curves have dropped a lot since
- Christmas and vaccinations are speeding up. 7% of the population has now
gotten at least one shot, most importantly all the most vulnerable (its
s e e0 e e+ 0000 probably 8-10% by the time you read this) and since antibodies level was
The winterlt-)ump of Mr C 38% in December i.t's probably +50°A.> now. Our chief epiqemiologist Dr .
victims continues down. From 1egnell also notes it's "extremely unlikely" to become re-infected. The virus
Nat'l Health Agency March 1. gets fewer and fewer targets with 60% immunity - and rising. The weather,
the best buddy off the virus, is also getting warmer. All this points to that pandemic must be on the
last stretch here - without lockdowns or masks, but a lot of talk and fearmongering. The papers
recently unveiled a 200 members secret lobby and propaganda group called "Mewas", which has
campaigned to attack Sweden's scientific, softer corona strategy. Their members have spread
negative news and opinion pieces in foreign media, to embassies, members of the EU parliament,
etc. "Tough measure" critics and scientists have also received threats and hate mail. Deplorable!
There's a huge but very blind eye towards the wide range of serious damages from "tough
measures: economy (bankruptcies, unemployment, budget deficits, rising taxes), psychological stress
(domestic violence, depression, suicides, drugs), victims from other diseases (as people are scared
away from hospitals, which also cuts down on operations and other treatment), lost education for
children (which may affect their whole lives!) not to forget the disruption of civil rights! The politicians
want to seem like they are "in charge" in a way that is pure, reckless opportunism. But for every notch
curves drop, for every syringe of vaccine, for every degree of warmer weather the virus goes away.
Wash your hands, keep distance, work from home if possible, don't crowd, stay home if feeling ill, the
few few simple things making all the difference. Closing everything down is devastating, you ruin
everybody's life, the effect is nil or has at best marginal, and the damage is extensive.
Don't play games to the gallery, politruks and bureaucrats! Every indication is that Normality is Nigh.
Don't pretend you are knights in shining armour saving us from anything. Get our lives back to
normal. Save sanity. Save our wallets. Save the children.

B0 Sl S Sl Sl Sl S S

--Ahrvid Engholm
Ps. As noted I've begun to downsize the distribution, initially cutting the list by 30%. Send me a line if you want
to be sure to get next fantastic issue! (Contents to be more "normal” but I'll keep a little History Corner.)

Dan‘task what EAPM can 40 for you, but what you tan da for EAPM
{ain! Ask me far infa. And why nat naninate EAPA for the fmz Hugo?)



The 35 Year Sensation!

Early March last year we lost one of the Great Footsoldiers of our local science fiction scene, Michael
Svensson. I'm uncertain if it was the Damn Virus, as the Blasted Pandemic had hardly begun then.
Michael suffered from diabetes which by itself is bad enough. He edited the fanzine Zimeria in the
early1980s, together with the Bernander brothers, one of the best serious zines we've had. He has
worked in the Scandinavian SF Association, even serving a period as chairman, and deservedly
received the Alvar Award in 1986 (main Swedish fan award, once also given to Joe R Struly too!).
But Michael Svensson's perhaps biggest achievement was writing the business system that has
been the backbone of the Swedish SF Bookstore for 3.5 decades! This bookstore, founded in late
1977 by the Scandinavian SF Association, helped by eg one Mr Stieg Larsson, is now a chain of
three stores and has been quite important for raising the awareness of the sf genre in Sweden. One
indication of its importance is that often when the TV news or some culture show covers sf, future,
space or something similar...they take their cameras to the SF Bookstore and interview someone of
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This is what Michael Svensson's SF Bookstore system looked like, seen
from a DOS box within Windows. (It actually shows yours truly's book ~ anything... | remember that Michael
Murder on the Moon, which looks like having been sold out here.) - must have been in the late 80's -

proudly made a demo of the system for me, and | believe it was written in the MS- DOS database
system dBase. The system was never full of bells and whistles, but it worked o
and was very robust. They even considered to commercialise it, sell it to other
bookstores, but canned it since the market of other Swedish bookstores not yt
having a business system was small and it would take focus from the basic
operations of a bookstore.

However good Michael's system was, the it lacked some modern features, and g
they finally had to upgrade to a new system after more than three decades. That
was done in late January. But what a good run Michael's system had! It's asifa |
courier service today would use T-Fords or an airline was relying on old DC3s... §

MS-DOS was a pretty good operating system, in my opinion. It was sleek,
stable, easy to work with, fast. Its only drawback was limited memory and that it
didn't multitask. (Novell actually released their own compatible DOS 7 that could
multitask, but it had little market penetration. DOS could however have several
programs open simultaneously as TSRs.) | actually myself relied primarily on =
DOS until the early 00's. As long as you used Win 3.x, 95 or 98, it was DOS in  Michael Svensson, Grey
the background and | always went to DOS mode for the word processor | then =~ Eminence of Swedish sf!
preferred, which was Word 5.x for DOS.




That DOS was command-line based was no problem. |
once reckoned that about 10 commands was all you
needed to do about 99% of all you needed. A so called
Graphical User Interface gives an illusion of "user
friendliness", but it's deceiving. It's easy to go astray among
all those icons and folders. And if you look under the y
surface of Windows, it's a nightmare maze of thousands of ¥ o - “ L3
files and folders, virtually impossible to track errors in. Most § : ' _'_‘.T" ._
error "fixing" in Windows just consists of re-installing stuff, .
but you get no idea of what the fault was or what "re- % o AT
installing" has done in the background. It's like the only way
to repair a car is to change the motor every time something

goes awry. In comparison, DOS relies on only five files A o FStig L 1 the oridinal SF
, . are picture of Stieg Larsson in the origina
(io.sys, msdos.sys command.com, config.sys autoexec.bat) Bookstore in the late 1970s I recognise the

plus one or two start-up files of your program. That makes  pookshelf design. It was then on 45 Pontonjér
error tracking, fixing and system maintenance very easy.  Street, run by the Scandinavian SF Association,
You can meddle around and experiment find what the glitch where Stieg also served a term as chairman.

is. That's impossible in Windows! And the complexity of Windows also slows it down. My old DOS

word processor was just as fast or even faster than today's Word for
Windows, despite being on that computer back then had only 1/50th the
processing power. | have by now used PCs for more than 3.5 decades,
have studied and read a lot computer history and have followed the
development of software and OSes. I'm not totally enthusiastic over

some directions it is taking.

This new thing Mr Gates & Co introduced with Windows 10, this auto-
instalment of "updates" - which you can't turn off! - annoys the hell our
of me. A user must be be supreme commander of his own computer
and actively decide if he wants an "update" or not. To force new
program code on users is dictatorship. Can it, Billy!

However, that Michael Svensson could write a business system in

) ; good ole' DOS, from the days when software was called programs and
Prontierace Wich thalk pante not "apps" (which APPIle introduced), lasting into the 2020's shows how
down. So, I dressed to )
blaiid o important he was.

Winter Sports

Much of the Northern hemisphere is as this is written covered by solid state H20. In Sweden it
doesn't matter much - we're used to it. But it seems the people of the British Isles and parts of North
America (Canada, Alaska, Minnesota, Vermont etc may be excused) are less familiar with it. It even
hit way down south! | remember old Westerns set in Texas, cowboys riding in semi-deserts under an
eternal blazing sun, in clouds of dry dust rising from the hooves off the sweaty horses...and now it's
all covered in snow!

It's time for winter sports. They have always been popular in the Nordic region: hockey, skiing -
across, downhill, while shooting target, flying down a slope -, winter rallies with car or bike, skating,
dog or reindeer dog sledding, and what have you - have you heard of bandy?

My favourite winter sport - not doing it, just watching it on the telly! - is cross-country skiing, which |
understand some abbreviate to XCS (clever!). Some damn virus from outer space however more or
less ruined the latest season. The XCS federation had to cancel some of the World Cup weekends, ie
the ongoing competition series during the season, the virus shite made some countries abstain some,
and quarantine rules canned others. The other day the Norwegian government decided to not ease

caught those ballots



. rules for competitors meaning the two last World Cups there were cancelled
(Switzerland jumped in and took one of them). Sweden stayed home from three
World Cups, which eg meant that our brilliant sprint queen Linn lacked events to
defend the 2020 sprint cup win. She won all she could, otherwise.

The only thing going almost normal was the so called Tour de Ski, a tight series of
eight races during ten days arranged in the Alps. Norway stayed home, but the
Swedes won 5 out of the 16 races, especially notable a maiden win for a new male
sprinter named Oskar Svensson. Not to forget sprint specialist Linn Svahn taking
home a distance race, 10 km! Unfortunately our great distance star Frida Karlsson
injured herself after three races and had to quit. Otherwise she was in an excellent
position, only 10 seconds behind the leader of the total.

That leader finally also won in the totals, Jessica Diggins of the US, with Sweden's
Ebba Andersson third in the totals, winning last race, a murdering stretch up a
- slalom slope! That was the first time an American won Tour de Ski, and one may
hope it creates some attention for cross-country skiing in the US...why not in Texas!
It would mean a lot for a sport that internationally is rather small, compared to many
other sports. But cross-country skiing is still the king of winter sports, in my opinion!

It must be one of the earliest sports ever. The oldest ski artefacts are fragments
from 6000 BC in Siberia and the oldest complete ski found is more than 4000 years
old discovered in a bog near Hoting, Sweden (incidently just some 20 km from my
grandmother's and mother's village Bellvik!). There are cave paintings in China and
stone carvings in Norway and Sweden of about the same age, showing skiers. XCS
;Zi);"?:gzgldﬁ:;fk’ competitions in a modern sense began in Norway in the 1800s, though the Swedes
Hoting, Swed%n weren't too far behind and in 1922 founded the world's biggest skiing race, the 90

km Vasa Race, with tens of thousands of participants.

The Swedish men's national team is presently not exactly flocking on the prize podiums (better
times will surely come, as Spint-Oskar hints) but our ladies' national team is right now probably the
world's best. And while Norway has at least one extremely good distance runner, Therese Johaug, |
think Frida Karlsson, Ebba Andersson, Linn Svahn and perhaps even Charlotte Kalla (if he finds her
22-international-medals-shape!) can give her a good fight on a good day. Three of them have BTW
already beaten Therese at difference races. And behind those names are half a dozen younger,
talented Swedish ladies ready to conquer the tracks. It would have been interesting to see all of them
in an ordinary, full world cup season - but that we couldn't, alas.

Our last hope is the Nordic Ski World Camplonshlps coming shortly as | write, in Obersdorf
Germany. XCS is often called i i
"Nordic skiing" but it's not only the
Nordic countries that ski. Central
Europeans with those Alps and
cold mountains also have good
XCS skiing traditions. For the
championships the Swedes are
favourites in the sprints and relays,
the Norwegians in the distance
races. The first races will take
place before the deadline of thish,
and | will give you some exciting
reports.

Cross country skiing has basically "

2 disiplines (distance and sprint)

+

From the Vasa Race New York Marathon should perhaps be envious..



and 2 formats (interval or mass start) and 2 styles (skate and
classic) . Distance is 5 to 50 km, with women usually doing
shorter distances, as some elderly gentlemen organising stuff
think they'd otherwise over-exhaust themselves... Sprint is
about 1.5 km in highest speed. Interval start, also called race
against the clock, means that each skier starts individually in
30 seconds intervals. Mass start means just that. Styles need
some explanation:

The classic skiing style (also called diagonal style) is to push
with your legs 1-2, 1-2, 1-2 with parallel skis, and diagonal to
the legs with your arms and ski poles. Preparing the right ski
wax is here very important. You want grip when you push off
but at the same time also glide. Waxing skis is a science, and
you have to. analyse the snow fgr the day. Leading .nations Sweden's Frida Karlsson skiing in the -
have a waxing buses full of equipment and professional beautiful classic style.
waxers.

But sometime in the late 1970's someone - actually an American, one Bill Koch - found out that you
go faster by taking skating strides instead of the diagonal 1-2s, 1-2s. He won the World Cup and
competitors began to copy him, so he won no more. Skating on skis - also called "free style" -
became so popular that the head honchos of skiing feared that the beauty of classic skiing was about
to die. The solution was to alternate the styles, so some races are in free and some in classic style.

And free style or skating takes some skill to master. Just like when driving a car you have several
"gears". You skate in gear 1 to 4 depending on your frequency and pattern of pole pushes, in relation
to skating strides, and a gear 5 is used in the final push before the finish, as you skip poling and just
use the legs in highest possible frequency.

The championships will have both styles, divided between distances.
Most skiers master both, though they may be slightly better in one or the
other. Eg Linn Svahn prefers classic, while Charlotte Kalla is a super
skater and famous for being able to go on gear 3 uphill. BTW, ski waxing
is easier in free style, as you don't need to consider the grip.

So | hope you see why this sport is interesting. Technical skill, different
distances, different styles and gears, the science of waxing, a clock

ticking in the screen corner...and to

chase those damn Norwegians!
The sport reporters of the tabloids
SR _ "™ always try to make the most out of
Skating on the skis, with the skiing battles across the

Charlotte Kalla of Sweden. L . L
Scandinavian mountain chain with
war-like headlines... | think they are great fun!

But speaking of skating - real skating on ice, not snow - there has
happened an exceptional thing, the revival of the old speed
skating traditions de la Suede! Last century we had a whole series
of speed skating kings, world and Olympic champions and record
holders: Seyffarth, Ericsson, Nilsson, Hoglin, Claesson, and finally

.‘. g — = __ e e ) Ry

the brilliant Tomas Gustafsopn, thrice Olympic champ, last in 1988. j gﬁ
But then skating died here, and was dead as a dodo for 33 years... = = ,“ /
Until February 2021. A 24-year old maverick by the name Nils -

Van der Poel came to the World Championship in Heerenveen, Nils Van der Poel setting new 10
Netherlands. He first won the 5000 metre gold medal, and three ~ 000m world record, at 12:32.95

L9



_days later the 10 000 metre gold - setting a new world record! It was as if this guy
stepped out of a flying saucer and just did it. Few had heard of him, though he
= had earlier won a junior world championship at age 18.
.. What happened was that some time after this he grew bored of skating, and
decided to do military service! It was voluntary to sign up (limited national service
.,:'has since been re-instituted) and Nils decided to sign up for the toughest job,
[lbecoming a hunter soldier, equivalent to US marines or something, in a regiment
-*‘ﬂl-up in the mountainous, cold north for 15 months. And he loved it! He has talked
about how it strengthened him to survive in the woods or doing parachute jumps.
And he came back as a top skater just a few months ago, doing incredible results.
~ First he did the 6th best ever 10 000 metre run and now, as said, the best ever.
:‘} Maybe it's the right medicine to run around in the northern woods with a gun for a
i%"e‘--‘year and a half to become a good skater?
,, Speaking of guns, there is also a sport called biathlon, where you ski for a bit
_and then stop at shooting stations to hit a series of black dots with a rifle. There
‘has recently been a World Championship in that too, where the Swedish did quite
lalright, grabbing six medals. But | leave that since I'm not such a huge fan of
biathlon. Target shooting adds randomness and | like pure skiing better.
(Note: The above was written before the championships I'll cover that below.)

XCS Report...
As I'm finishing thish the XrossCountrySkiing (=XCS) World Championship has begun, in Obersdorf
in the German Alps. So | should report...

There are good and bad news from the first discipline, the sprint. Big Norwegian favourite Johannes
Klabo won the men's sprint, but the bad news is that the big women's sprint favourite Linn Svahn
didn't win or even make it to the final. (An shoulder injury from a couple of weeks before might have
played a part.) But the good news is that another of the Swedish lasses grabbed the gold!

Last year, 26-year old Jonna Sundling finished
second in the sprint World Cup, but as 2020 year's
winner Svahn was eliminated in the semis, she took
the top of the podium in the final with great authority.
That Jonna could grab that lump of AU (gold) was in
no way a sensation. She's has hovered around the top
in sprint skiing for years. She won with a comfortable
25 metres, ca 30 yards, a huge margin in sprint!

Ms Falla of Norway was second (always a top
performer, previous sprint world champ) and Lampic of
Slovenia third (sprint cup winner 2021, though
competitors abstained from several races, always a top + 4 -
performer too). Congrats to all medalists! Jonna - what a donna!

Saturday was another fine day for the Swedish skiing girls, silver (Frida Karlsson) and bronze (Ebba
Andersson) behind gold winner Therese "The Locomotive" Johaug, with about half a minute. The
discipline is called skiathlon, which is 7.5 km classic style, then changing skis for 7.5 km skating.

But it was dramatic! Frida and Therese crashed and fell in the middle of the race, Ebba barely
missing to be |nvolved Johaug s ski came out across Karlsson's and both fell. Andersson could take
: — AT MR T ey = the lead for a time. Karlsson broke her ski pole
iﬁ-ﬂf = = ?,':E -m & ‘and lost extra time getting a new one, but

& B ‘ = despite being the one losing most from the

Hunter sold/er Nils in
the dress uniform of
the Swedish army.

Gold medalist Jonna Sundling crushed competitors! The  jncident she came back and it was strong to

margin of 26m (30y) is light years in ski sprint... grab the silver!



Johaug was the favourite and took back the lead, but the
Swedes showed to be in great shape and that's promising for the
rest of the championship. Our Greatest One Ever, Charlotte Kalla

1(22 international medals!) made a strong race, finishing 5th
1 |despite having the season ruined by a corona infection and back
% 1« problems. She raced herself into the relay team, for sure.
+ Sunday then became a great day for the lady squad, and to be
honest - the Swedish team sprinters were also big favourites. In
The moment Wh'en Therese Johaug team sprint two skiers alternate to do every second round of six
and Frida Karlsson crashed. But both sprint Iaps. New world Champ Jonna Sundling and 2019 team
came back, to gold and silver. Ebba insprint world champ Maja Dahlqvist formed the Swedish team
the back grabbed bronze. (Maja then teamed with Stina Nilsson, who last spring changed
sport to biathlon, it's another story). This became a bit extra spicy because it was Jonna and Maja
who crashed into each other in the 2019 individual final, WhICh made them lose one or two medals.

This time they made no mistake. The Swedes lead
through practically the whole race. Nadine Fahndrich
of Switzerland tried to challenge on the final stretch,
but fresh world champ Jonna would have none of it,
and sailed through the finish line on the frozen water.
Jonna and Maja got justice after the 2019 debacle,
and both looked as happy as two-tailed dogs. Norway =
had a miserable day and finished sixth. On the other
hand, their men's team won their race! ; p

And the Swedes finished sixth there. | won't have ) ER \
reasons to cover the male Swedish skiers much. The Maja Dahlqvist and Jonna Sund/g elleate
men's squad is in a tough generation shift, after some their team sprint gold medal!
very good ones retired a couple of years ago. It'll take some time to bounce back. One candidate is
William Poromaa, promising ninth in skiathlon despite ski problems and only 20 years. BTW he's
also the fiancé of already successful Frida Karlsson. Finland, usually a good skiing nation but also
having problems, won the silver in the men's team sprint, which was excellent for them. Onnittelen!

s M And just before deadline, we had the ladies' 10 km free
style race. Norwegian "Locomotive" Johaug was
impossible to shake, but two more medals for the
Swedes, silver for Frida Karlsson and bronze for Ebba
Andersson - the same procedure as in skiathlon. The
Great One Charlotte Kalla finished a fine sixth despite,
as noted, a miserable season with illnesses and few
races. She'll do fine in the relay on Thursday. And the
Swedish girls will be favourites! The three top Swedes

: gtoday beat all Norwegians except Johaug and the fourth
Fr/da Kar/sson before stan‘ Sl/ver Was the result. spot will be filled with (probably) sprint champ Jonna
Sundling, with comet Linn Svahn as backup if her shoulder is fine. The Swedish lady squad is our
best ever and a joy to follow, while we have to admit Norway's Johaug is the best distance runner...for
some time still. It's all Ms Kalla's doing, often voted Sweden's most popular athlete all categories and
she has inspired many young girls to get their boots into those long snow things. The medal catch is
now six, better than in previous world championships, and more to come... (Relay and 30 km.)

But that's perhaps for next issue.

EAPA - Explicitly Allowing Pecple Advantages - 80 join NOW!




HIGTORY CORNER

| have written a lot about the legendary space journalist, artist and
author Eugen Semitjov https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugen_Semitjov
in the 10-issue history run. Skiffy has always been tightly connected
to space exploration, with its speculative, futuristic scope. You only
need to think of "2001 - A Space Odyssey" to see why. Approximately
123 456 sf novels covers spaceships and alien planets...

| was contacted by a film maker who plans to do a documentary
about Eugen! (I won't spill more about the project yet. It's a guy | way
back know from the Short Film Festival this zine often has reported ,
from.) I gave him all the newspaper clips about Eugen and his father Eygen Semftjov (right), here with one
Vladimir Semitjov | had collected, some personal memories and all  of Swedish fandom’s Founding
the tips | could come up with, and | wish the project comes through. ~Fathers, Dénis Lindbohm.
Here is BTW Eugen's official homepage (run by his son Jesper, | believe), with some stuff in English
and lots of his exquisite art https://semitjov.se/comics/?lang=en

This gives me a reason to return to Semitjov material. Eugen is here proudly presented in the big
newspaper Atonbladet, April 12 1962, "Affonbladet's Space Expert (you saw him in TV's news
program) FIRST WITH SPUTNIK":

Aft on bl a dﬂt g rym d e}{p ert You who watched TV last night were informed about the

Russian space experiments by Aftonbladet's space

(mi sa o honom { TV:s Aktue it expert Eugen Semitjov. The national broadcaster has
| discovered that he is one of our foremost popular

F ORST M ED SP UFFNI I(describers of space research. Last night he was also in

o Nl c0m 3 TV § g kel Llev informierade om sparas . the radio program Journalen. Eugen Semitjov has since
opsik av Afenblsdes srmidespert Fugen Semiljor. Sverices radio SEVEral years contributed to Aftonbladet in illustrations

bnr mppuicke ot hon i en oav viien st nopilirakilden e v

Eﬂﬁmtﬁn.:m. 1 fleche kil medverkade i ock=n § eadions @10 text about space. F_ou_r monthg before the Ru§§ians

— ANl _.managed to launch lfhe/r fII’S.t satellite Euge.n. Semitjov

'g;» ﬁ§;¢j:€mog'ﬂg‘éﬁm | senmilafind sonom dr auropaiaiahad already nan_7ed it Sputnik. E_ugen Semitjov has
——— —— | ehsluisasenon . |produced material about space in Denmark, Norway,

I aftenbloder Bar Sdpen  Bemli de posk = ; i i
Jre medan At fillhnin eedacbonl | Woeah e esbeeternns. Inbori-lFinjand, Germany and Argentina. He is one of few

o T S | S R AR, L westerner experts that may follow the Russian space

i

fopets ’:,‘,:1,}_,’;51";3;',1 _J_E;':'*,';:;; e | o ek SR SRS oxperiment's on site. Some time ago he rt_aturned from a
dizt den il Srutaix. mign att pa latt sice cekacal 10 000 km trip through European and Asian USSR.

1,EI.I::-_:1 St Ihu.r prodliserat | B¥mdfrlgor - och . cymdlti=ak . Gr . IRy i
SiE b ermdisisor ovial | Danmark ( villiiing - for Aftembindets lasace| DUNing two months he was able to visit the Russian
:r"\-.-ﬂl-'zr'. Finlahd. Tysklund coh Ac-| Infap de ficestdcnide experimoeation . :
Fentimi. B T4 Uhiksata nivA kommer han sem | FOCKet experts laboratories and experiment shops. He

Hian fir wn av de [ dislerlanidsion | vanlice att ingfiende’ erlentorn A4 . . : o
pEDEcien sam fALL [Glfa de rweko | fombladets Jasare — och Tv-tin| VISited eg Moscow, Leningrad, Sverdlovsk, Tiflis, Taskent
Trmdexprrimanton pil pinta, Firen! tarnn 0 BIOVARD, LINDSTR O3 i inti

TR T e e B and Samarkand. /Swedish transcription of place names.

English one may differ./ His knowledge and his ability to

in an easy way explain space questions and space
experiments is well known for the Aftonbladet readers.
Now with coming experiments on the "highest level” he
will as usual thoroughly orientate the readers of
Aftonbladet - and the TV viewers. (Caption: Eugen
Semitjov is one of few westerners who has been able to
see the Russian space workshops from the inside. Here

i from the visit to Moscow.)

This was in time for Yuri Gagarin's first space trip,
April 12 1961. But the same newspaper's TV review
column "TV Yesterday" wasn't too happy with the TV
news (titled "Aktuellt" = "Going on" or "Right now"),
"Aktuellt Lost the Grip of the Space Trip", April 13:

Eugen [Somitjor fr an av de fo viasterlanningar sem f0dr e o0n reele

r¥midrerhatiide g Frin insidan. FEe endor Brsdler 3 Maskiom.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugen_Semitjov
https://semitjov.se/comics/?lang=en

Anyone expecting a clear overview on TV of the historic day in
world history when the first human was sent into space
became disappointed. When the Aktuellt extra broadcast
came on rather late the highly interesting material was pushed
out in one big mess, where all attempts of a clear line or
composition disappeared. A long row of experts had been
called up. Most of them never got the chance to elaborate
upon their probably interesting views before time was up. A
single interviewer, and a noticeably inexperienced one at that,
made brave attempts to manage his enormous task. The
somewhat knowledgable could perhaps manage to get some
interesting details out of this jumble. Eg Eugen Semitjov - well
known for Aftonbladet's readers - managed to explain the very
difficult landing of the spaceship with a couple of drawings..
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Laborator Ake Hjertstrand and his colleague Rolf Moore-
leading experts on rockets and satellites - gave a
concentrated view of the space drama. The medical aspects
of the curious voyage was also illustrated by aviation doctor
Lars Laurell. But it was worse with the arrangement itself. You
can understand the difficulties for TV to hunt for pictures and
experts - but the question is if they shouldn't from the start
have limited the experts and instead used their own
experienced staff to map out the material.

ImAgatiinltlerade atl 18 Ut wisen, 1o
treszonta detsijar, BID . lvokades
Eugen . Somltiny — vilkind fie
Alionbladets 1sare — att med ett
par teckningar forklara den utam-
ardantlist svdra nedtagningen av
rymdskeppet, Laborator Ake Hjepf
sitand arh hang  Lollegal Ralf
|Moore. — framstdende raket- och
satellitexperter. — pav en- konels
bild av hela mamddramat. De me-
dicinaka aspekterna pd den mirk:
liza fhrden fecknades ocksd upp
av flyglikaren Lars Lanrell,

Well, that's a great start.
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tinerade medarhetare £l utform-
ningen av. materialet:

The complaint was more about the TV program's editing g
and set up. Our friend Eugen did fine. He was also a
frequent guest in the TV studios during the American
space projects, including the Moon landings. He received
the Grand Prize of Journalism ("Stora Journalistpriset")
for his space reporting in 1972, well deserved!

Let's move to real skiffy speculations, on something we haven't seen yet - the manned trip to Mars.
(Even if we could note a robotic success recently. Good luck to Percy!) Wernher von Braun had in the
early 1950s described manned Mars missions in Colliers Magazine and would later do a series of
similar TV shows for Walt Disney. This was certainly stuff Eugen had studied as he described his own
ideas in Aftonbladet, January 14, 1955, in "The Mars Rocket" (next page):

dd
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What came first, the hen or the egg? Artist Lars “LON” Olsson speculates.



Big box: In older space novels the vehicles of the bold space travellers were usually called moon rockets -
since the goal of the trip usually was the Moon. And that designation was correct. In our days the term "space
rocket"” won't cover all variations that probably will be constructed in the future. For interplanetary trips very
different rocket types are needed - depending on the target. The rocket ship will certainly vary as much in look
than the aircraft of the 1950s. Launches from out globe can only happen with very streamlined machines we
call Tellus rockets, and must push through the atmosphere in very high speed. Most of the fuel will be used up
there and the Tellus rocket must anchor at a space base and the passengers move to a "moon rocket”. It will
travel through empty space to the Moon, will never face air resistance and may in theory be of any shape. If
we can construct™ TR B R R R {W
a space station | prmdresanee v e drsing ot |58
and reach the |
Moon, next goal e o]
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machine for
shuttle traffic to
Earth - through
the atmosphere-
out to the space
station. Auxiliary
rockets in the
back are
dropped when
used up.

Box 2: Moon
rocket. Machine
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to the Moon. It
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which allows for
a design without
thought of
streamlining.
Box 3: Mars
rocket. Starts
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the Moon. The
huge engine in
the back only
works in space.
Before landing
on Mars itis
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continues in a
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glide on its giant wings.

Big illlo 1: 2 1/2 years in space. A trip to the planet Mars is an incredibly difficult enterprise. Science has much
to learn before it can be done. But we can anticipate one or two things already today: a single trip from Earth
to Mars will be 568 km long /Ed: Hm, that will vary!/ and takes 8 months. While the shortest distance between
the planets is far less we must count on that they move. If we started pointing to Mars it wouldn't be in the
same place when we reached there. The
expedition may stay on Mars for 15

months before the position of the planet

will be suitable for the trip back. The return
trip also takes 8 months. When we land on
our home planet 31 months have all in all »
passed. FOR OVER 2 s MONTHS WE =
MUST BE ABLE TO COPE WITH
UNEARTHLY CIRCUMSTANCES. The -
trip will go this way - if it will happen:
Powered by big extra engines with

external fuel tanks the Mars rockets (there
should be several for safety reasons) from

a space base or the Moon. Arriving at the
target the rockets enter a satellite orbit
around Mars - like the one the space base
has around Earth - drops extra engines

and leave them to float in space. Like a

glider they then move towards the planet
Surface.

lllo 2: The first Mars rocket lands on the snow of the polar cap.

Illo 3: 15 months have passed. The positions of Mars and Earth are suitable for travelling home. De big wings
are removed and the rocket body is raised on the aft fins. In this position it lifts from the planet's surface in the
usual rocket manner. They have enough fuel to reach the satellite orbit where they will reach contact with the
engines left behind. These are attached, the rocketship shots itself free from the orbit and begins the long trip
home.

This scenario is clearly inspired by but not identical to the one von Braun presented, and its obvious
that Eugen knew his stuff. And it's a quite possible and realistic Mars expedition, given that the
vessels are given a more modern design.

Beside being a fine artist (for many years drawing the space comic "Allan Kampe" which sold
internationally) Eugen Semitjov was also journalist and author. Writing a long row of popular science
and space books he also wrote a number of adventure novels for young readers, with an sf slant of
course. Thoughh being a staff artist for the old Jules Verne Magasinet (1940-47) he never had any
short stories in any of the - not too many - Swedish sf mags. However, | found a short story by him in
his regular newspaper Aftonbladet. It is formally an article, but is phrased like a piece of fiction, "We
Broke the Time Barrier" was the title, published September 8 1959:

| bumped into Peter in the astronauts' mess on my first free evening after the extensive debriefing. | had hoped
to find him there. We had followed each other in high school, being of the same age and class in the astronaut
school and finally the new photon training. It was the photon rocket that made out ways part. | had applied to
and been accepted for the first deep space journey, while Peter had preferred to stay with the atomic fleet.

It took some time before any of us said something. We just stood and looked at each other. Tried to discover
any changes. You see, we were not longer of the same age. Peter was now one year older than me. It may
sound like science fiction, but is the real truth. We were both at age 27 when | started, but now after the return
to Earth | am 30 year and Peter 31.

But that isn't so strange - | and the entire crew of the photon rocket have been subjects of the time dilation
that happens near light speed. The mathematician Albert Einstein predicted it in his theory of relativity already
half a century ago. We in the photon rocket FR-F 18 are the first to experience it. | and Peter now sit and chat
over a drink. The evening rests dark and warm over the rocket field and the heat flows in through the open
windows of the mess. Far away in the darkness a few rocket fuselages shines white in the searchlights. It's the
streamlines ferries that go to the space stations.

We never came to any conclusions in our discussions. Peter says | have lost a year of my life while I claim
the opposite - that | have been given an extra year. Who is right? Perhaps we both are. I'd better tell the whole
thing from the beginning.



Photon
rockets -
driven by light
energy and
the fastest
vessels to
travel through
space - had
already been
in practical
use for a
couple of
years when
our operation
began to be
planned. We
called it
"Operation
Einstein" and
its purpose
was to explore
the effects of
time dilation
during a three
year journey.
The photon
drive was at
the time far
advanced, and
the problem
was rather to
make the
rocket self-
sufficient so
that the crew's
need of
nourish-ment
and oxygen

could be met

during the
long journey.

A huge staff
of space
physicians,
chemists,
atomic
physicists and
other
specialists in
many different
areas
managed to
solve the task
and two years
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“Of course, the real charm of the place is that
hole in the space-time continuum.”

later the spaceship lay readily assembled and anchored to the satellite station B2 in its 24-hour orbit. We bid
farewell to loved ones and friends who had gathered by the ferry rocket that would take us to the space
station. Peter was there and joked about that they would have to come and get us with an old, trusty atomic
rocket when we ran out of photons.
We didn't exchange any words, when we the ten selected embarked the photon rocket through the air tunnel
from the space station eight hours later. All went on routine and like other interplanetary expeditions, and yet
this was something different from before. A spaceship would for the first time leave the solar system and rush



out into the dazzling emptiness between the stars.

We floated slowly away from the space station, driven by the soft recoil of the photon beam. The acceleration
was in the beginning set up so that we obtained normal body weight. The spaceship had the shape of a giant
flashlight with the reflector in the aft.

We had reached the Einstein number 0.3 after three and a half months' trip - it means the speed was now
three tenths the speed of light or 90 000 km/sec. This way to measure speed resembles air travel's Mach
numbers to measure the speed in relation to the speed of sound - the Einstein number does it relation to the
speed of light. The sun behind us was no longer a sun, it was a star among the billions of these in the Milky
Way. Our course was towards our closest neighbour, Proxima Centauri, at a distance of 4.21 light years. We
had resources to fly all the way there, but it wasn't a part of "Operation Einstein".We wouldn't go much more
than halfway.

I shan't go into details - our work tasks, our spare time - just say that despite that everything was arranged for
our work and entertainment, these three years were terribly boring. Not even the sensation to finally have
passed the planned Einstein number 0.8 and reaching a speed of 250 000 km/sec could make us forget our
longing or home.

And still it was a dizzying feeling to know that we now had reached a speed at which times moves half as fast
as on Earth. /This sentence is also pic caption./ If we had been able to broadcast TV over this distance, the
receivers on Earth would see us moving in slow motion. They would see our clocks move only 30 minutes
during an Earth hour, hear us talk sluggish and muffled like like a sound tape in a too slow speed. Meanwhile
everything would seem normal onboard.

More seconds, minutes, hours - breaking for months. And going back again. More deacceleration to Einstein
0.3 from time dilation 2. More travel for months in empty interstellar space, but now in the right direction -
fowards our sun, that slowly grows to the shiniest star in the pattern of the Milky Way.

The time dilation was difficult to calculate, it shifted with the photon rocket's accelerations and
deaccelerations. It shifted constantly, grew or shrank. The electronic brains took care of it - to make sure than
we during our shifting speeds reached a total time delay of one year.

After three years in the emptiness of eternity we came back to recognisable grounds, passed the orbit of
Pluto and continued with slowing speed further into the solar system. The Sun shone friendly on us, still very
far away. We had a month to go to the Earth we longed for and the landing at the space station. During the
very last week we reached radio contact and exchanged time data. We knew what was to expect but the
experience was still sensational. This is what the report about us read like:

FR-F18 calls Earth after three years of interstellar travel and speeds up to Einstein 0.834. Rocket time and
date 22.07 August 14 year 1987. Shortly thereafter Earth replied:

Earth calls FR-F18. When receiving your call we had Greenwich time 22.15 August 16 year 1988.

The time dilation in Einstein's relativity theory was proven in practice. Time of Earth was within 8 minutes the
same as ours - but ONE YEAR LATER.

Several colleagues had gathered around the mess table where Peter and | sat, and the discussion was lively.
What had happened with the missing year? It's a middle-aged astronaut on the Moon route who comes with
the decisive words:

"You are both of you wrong, boys. Nobody has neither lost or won a year. There has only been a year's
: displacement between your lives. You onboard the photon rocket - you have
moved forward one year, but your life time hasn't changed. You can call it to travel
in time."
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A nice little story. For us hard-boiled sf fans it may
seem trivial, but for the readers of this evening
tabloid it must have been quite exciting.

Earlier Intermissions have covered Eugen's early
life, born in Sweden in 1923 in a Russian immigrant
family, having the father Vladimir who was already
an acclaimed author. The father wrote a lot in
newspapers and weeklies and had several books
published in Swedish, becoming a respected and
well-known name in Stockholm's cultural life - even
appearing in national radio! Here you see the radio
program for August 21 1927, the relevant part reads
"Vladimir Semitjov and his boy Valdemar play the
balalaika and guitar”. The "Valdemar" mentioned

LORDAGENS PROGRAM,
Motala (Riksprogrammet):

7,20 Gymnastik,

746 Morgonandakt.

8,00 Vaderleksrapport,

12,00 Klockspelet frdn Stadshustornet;
dagens dikt,

12,10 Vidderleksrapport och dagsnyheter.

12,26 Musik av Skangenkvartetten.

12,60 Valutakurser o. fondh.-noteringar,

12,65 Tidssignal, :

13,00 Forts, pa musiken av Skansenkvar-
tetten.

13,25 8. M. i skidlopning: 50-kilometers~
loppet (Ornskéldsvik).

16,45 Pa audiens hos en jazzkung, Kise-
11 med grammofoniliustrationer av
Claes Liviin,

16,15 Ett besok pa planeten Venus. Ur
43 000,000 mil i virlderymden” av
Viadimir Semitjov. Upplasning fox
ungdom av Fritiof Billuuist.

16,46 Sang till luta av Vilhelm Julinder.

17,00 Vdderleksrapport.

17,06 Kompositioner for violin och piano
spelade ay Charles Barkel och Nata-
nael Broman,

17,356 San Marino — Europas ildsta stat.
Késeri ay James Di.ck.'-scrn {Giteborg)




must be Eugen's - he was only four at the time - older brother Volodja, making the name sound more
Swedish. It was only two years since the national radio monopoly had started, and having only one
channel everyone who owned a radio set would listen. Beside being talented with words, the
Semitjovs knew their way around music too!

Father Vladimir would hit the ether more times, like having his books read on radio, as March 5
1937 (see right), time 16:15 (4:15 PM): "A visit to the planet Venus. From 480 000 000 in outer
A e space"” by Vladimir Semitjov. Read for the youth by Fritiof Billquist." By the way,
Mﬂﬂrﬁfﬂ?ﬂwj ispeaking of skiing, the radio program for this day also offered, 73:25 (1:25 PM)
i1 &‘J& Pd o HPE " "Swedish Championship in cross-country skiing: the 50 km race (Ornskéldsvik)".

Svenska Tnlerp[anctarjsl}:nn sill-l - To finish withy the Semitjovs, for now, let's note that Sweden's top space
skille egentligen hilla sin | : ) .
R i9e0| reporter of course lectured when the Swedish Interplanetary Society held its 10th
— var SIS fyller 10 ar. Men|

R " | anniversary, due to time dilation two years in advance, "Moon travellers in Spe
eftersom: 1958 blnat det my-|

Llickia nmdflygets stora ar, bra- | having Supper”, Aftonbladet ,October 17 1958:
]Em.'h: det lost n_-:d:m 1 gir pii
Flygrestaurangen | Bromma. 4 The Sywedish Interplanetary Society should have had its first big anniversary party 1960 -

Titer picerta milanese ochkiing-

anie bipare sveestichte orararan-| When SIS is 10 years. But since 1958 has become the newborn aerospace big year, it
den Ake Hertsivond — han sem

o oot w4 smaxt | CAMe about already yesterday at the Airport Restaurant in Bromma. After Piccata
det bt nizol L nmden — ot Milanes and ringing toasts the chairman Ake Hjertsrand - who is heard in the radio news

farandekiubhan il =i eftertri-

gare ing. Lars Hesric -Agren.| aS soon something is on in space - the chairman gavel to his successor engineer Lars
Hierizmand aeix o w48 B0 Henrik Agren. Hjertstrand resigns to have time to prepare the international space

rymdkangressen 1 Stockaokn 1850 convention in Stockholm 1960. As thanks for the support she has been Mrs Gun
Som dack fir det stid hon it

Fewe fru Gun fertetrond en guld-| Hjertstrand was given a gold bracelet with the symbols of the World Federation by her

LG s husband. And they of course came into talking spaceflight. The SAAB boss Lars Brissing
ceh s kom man fotés oo said that astronautics (that's what spaceflight is called between the experts) is more
S e B natihen 4| dependent of human cooperation than technology. Civil engineer Bjém Bergkvist from
!]itermgmglf_ lf};iﬁflffkﬂf} cmelel! [ the Aeronautic Experiments Agency wanted to have more respect for astronautics and

Fl ] 4 LH -8 A Loyl . . . H
samyerkan ah av fokntken, e director Lars Garielsson thought that the sputniks and the blessings from the pope has
B tn wiie t4| been most important for the space scientists' contacts with the public. PhD Carl

astronuutiken Fittre mespekierad Do tarswérd raised the question about the press and space news, while the AB artist
ooh dit. Lurs . Gobriclsson ﬂﬂF_*:l#:- - ) ! A

it sputnikerna och pivens vEl-| Fygen Semitjov told how you can draw moon rockets at 5 in the morning. Mrs Mérta
aipnelse hetylt mest [Or symd- . 3 .
forskames oatakt med allmin: Bergqvist told us that that there are schools that plan to can local history and replace it
1;*},‘9‘1‘1-9;“'1*:;1‘““‘:; ‘I'Ef:”i“fch with space science. "l don't know one bit about astronautics, but am terribly interested,”
mymdnyieterna, ok aBseskni-ithe newest SIS member Ulla Du Rietz said, in a dress red as Mars. And then the space
ren o ‘Eiegon  Semition  berdtiade

nur det ghr $1 att rita manrise- [Society went home while the stars twinkled - perhaps not as distant as before.

tap lonkan & A MOTEONEn.
Frn Markn, Bergoeist talade om

N e eanias| | NE Swedish Interplanetary Society still "indirectly" exists, since it in 1968 joined
| lem prmien B I ° the Aerotechnical Association ("Flygtekniska foreningen”, name "Interplanetary”
= el S mwas unfortunately dropped)) which still exists, and has always been a much
el s den e e digger group due to the quite important Swedish aircraft industry (building all
marerid dlinning. = those advanced jets: J29, J35, J37, now J39 Gripen). Here a presentation of the
et it senorna ik old Swedish Interplanetary Society, through Google Translate:

— lepnake inte Ml sd avlilgsms

i som gt . https:/translate.google.com/translate?
sl=auto&tl=sv&u=https://www.zenker.se/Space/sis_hjertstrand.shtml

Nothing Happened In 2020...

Intermission usually has an events calendar, showing and reporting from maybe half a dozen events
the last month. | often attend lectures, seminars, art show openings, press conferences, literary
events and so on. But virtually all of that have been cancelled since March last year. | did go to
Lapland with my brother for a little vacation last summer, but | save that for a later issue - | have
made Lapland reports before - and | have already reported from the small sf con Okon2 we managed
to do in the autumn, the sole Swedish 2020 con. As the virus is clearly receding with vaccines and
warmer weather, | hope that opportunistic politicians and snug "experts" will confess their sins and let
us have a normal eventful life, with a calendar once more filled up...

However, after the summer and much of the autumn the damn virus kept reasonably calm - until
weather became colder and the virus yelled "Horray!" as people moved more indoors to infect each
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Vilkommen pa

release for nya bocker av
Carl Johan De Geer
och Lena Andersson!

Kom till Lills Nrgatan 1o 1 Gamla Stan och fine tllsaimmans med
Lena Andersson och Carl Johan De Geer. Torsdag 24 seprember kl 28.30-2
M fGefarrarna och hie dem berdite om sina bidcker | eor sameal
madererat v Nina Hemimingsson.

200,

Inbjudan éir personlig veh giller r en pemson.
084 senasc 220y cill: chomas@kaunice-olsson.com cller orey 32 10 44

Niir: Torsdag 24 seprember 18.30-30000
Var: Kaunlrz-Olssons bokhandel same Gamla Srans Cykel,
Lilla nvgaean 1o

Wilkomna dnskar bokidelagen Kauniee-Olsson ach Polaris!

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

LENA ANDERSSON

little chat with Carl Johan, who | have known for many years, but was
very, very careful to keep six feet away, since he is in a risk group. Had

some bheer, krisps and a good time.

And the Transtromer Public Library, named for Nobel laureate Tomas
Transtromer (unless some activist mob thinks he said something bad in
1962 and demands the place to be de-named...

other in all friendliness...
One publisher dared
to hold a book release,
for a social novel by
columnist Lena
Andersson (one of the
best ones, in the
Svenska Dagbladet
paper) and the
dystopian sf novel Lord
of the Rats by Carl
Johan De Geer, about
people and mutated
rats struggling
underground after the
Big Disaster (see left).
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24 in the Old Town's quaint
alleys outside the publisher's §
bookshop. Echoing through |
the alleys you could hear :
New Orleans jazz played by
a small band brought in for
the occasion. Nice! Had a

) had live following of the Nobel prize announcement

for literature to poet Louise Gluck, with just a small audience present October 8 (below, left). Later,
the same library, which has recently got new renovated space in the Citizen's House - where they
were before, in another wing - heId an on-line seminar on writing about Iove December 3. No

audience present or
Jallowed, but | took a shot
(below, right) of them settin
up their gear before they |
closed and kicked us all out. .
That's about all | have to '
report for now. Lapland in
next ish, perhaps. There
have been a lot of on-line
events through Zoom or A
Loom or Doom or what-the- §
heck-it's-called, but I'm not

interested in such. Sitting in front of a computer to stare at a talking head isn't for me, unless it's

something funny on Youtube.

| of course also went to Katarina Street above the Stockholm harbour

for the best view of the New Year's fireworks, and | noted that there were just about as many people
out as usual there. Quarantine? Distancing? Lockdowns? Don't kid us!



Sailing Cometh
R Graeme Cameron: Come back, all is

forgiven! - & Stockholmers celbrated the
William McCabe: According to all . New Year.as usual. watching

experts I've heard the corona flu vaccines § 3
do make you immune, ie if the vaccine £ ;_J' the firewnrk‘iﬂver the harbour

takes hold, if it works on you. They give P A
an efficiency of a vaccine, which for most »
seems to be in the range 90-95%. If you
are in those 90-95% you are immune,
but if you still are inrected a vaccine will
make it less severe. The best info we
have also says you are immune if you
have had the virus, "for at least 12
months" (says our chief epidemiologist Dr Tegnell, adding "Re-infection seems to be extremely rare",
single cases among millons or so). The vaccines also seems to work well on the new "mutations”.
Stockholm has seen lots of snow in January and February, and it's been rather cold. (Hear, Greta!)
But we're used to it. It seems it has been worse in the US, even in many of the states that hardly ever
see snow. You're right about RE Howard! He imagined his stories set in on pre-historical Earth. As for
the Tentacles, | just found it through Google. Yes, there have always been "unknown" groups of fans;
it's something | have sometimes found out, like the Atomic Noah club.

Henry Grynnsten: Good that you found and liked and was inspired by Clloev! Interesting about
Mozart, that he didn't write all the works ascribed to him. | must say it does sound a bit odd that he
should have written his thirst three hour opera shortly after he was out of the womb... That other
members of the family wrote some, that they "borrowed" pieces etc sounds possible. Many of the
things and evidence you present looks compelling, but | don't know enough about classical music to
say much. Personally, I'd like to see more off the strange hobbies of Arnold Layne...

Garth Spencer: What were the mistakes in the Official Guidelines? As for making PDFs, it also
works very well to do them In Open Office Writer. Just select Save As PDF in the menus. BTW I've
heard rumours that a group of 8 or possibly 9 unknown fans will congregate. Have you heard of it...?

Finally, congratulations to Sam  *r##SF-Journalensr# @5SFournalen - Tm
J Lundwall. who turned 80 SWE SF GIANT SAM J LUNDWALL 80 TODAY! Congrats from SFJ! Author,
February 2’4! No one has done ediic?!r,. exp;r‘tcon ?rg:elnizer: 'I'I"u-r producer,etc 1u"u"i__lc;i: ,
enwikipedia.org/fwilki/Sam_I__Lu... SFled: translate.google.com/translate?
more for the sf genre over here  h=g... Bibl'y Jules Verne Magasinet:
than him. Intermission has decplayer.se/197987432-Jule... Launching Finnish cons in 82:
earlier covered eg his music efanzines.com/Ahrvid/KingCon...
and TV career, and from what |
heard the virus hasn't gotten to
him yet. To the right what |
posted on Twitter about him.
And also the links, in short form,
if you want to read more on
Sam J:
https://t.co/x1Bj74m4GG
https://t.co/U3Yomt1BjO
https.//t.co/CtHJth4ZPb
https://t.co/6pBeNB2v3L

Leing feanzines is like @ virusl So jioin G2R4 and get thet bug instesd of Anctfier Notorious
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Ye Murthered
Master Mage

George Phillies

48 Hancock Hill Drive
Worcester MA 01609
phillies@4liberty.net
508 754 1859

Comments on issue 250

It Seemed Like a Good lIdea at the Time.
And it still does, actually.

In any event, last issue | called for clever
ideas for new things that the N3F could be
doing. A newszine was one. Then | urged
that members reach out to whatever
electronic social groups they are in, to find
people who might be interested in joining

us. The other national hobby club of which

I am President has since started doing this,
and been remarkably successful, though they
have a much easier sales line.

My list of electronic groups is short, so |
listed them. At this point several non-
members threw fits, and two current
members quit (A third recently expired
person also quit.) On the other hand, a half-
dozen non-members paid up and joined. |
have deliberately not mentioned it in any of
the N3F zines | edit, in particular not
naming the folks departing, because it would
stir up a ruckus and make it less likely that
the people who departed would return.

Of course, one of the groups | mentioned
was defunct, meaning no one could use it for
recruiting anything. With respect to another
group, our Treasurer assures me that it has
substantial politics-free zones in which SF
fans may be found, notwithstanding the
foofaraw in the national media.

The call for members to publicize the N3F

remains in force on whichever electronic
groups you use. As a few of you may have
heard, national politics has led to many sites
being overrun with crazy people of all
political persuasions. In recruiting for the
N3F, please try to avoid recruiting people
who are interested in mundane politics
rather than the higher plane of stfnal
fandom. As we now say on ours web site:

“The mission of N3F is to help members
enjoy and discuss science fiction and science
fiction fandom in all media. The N3F
welcomes the membership of fen of all
nations, backgrounds, and political
persuasions. We are here united in our love
of science fiction and fantasy, broadly
defined. Just as you take off your muddy
shoes at the door when you come into the
house, so also here you take off your real-
world politics and leave them at the
entrance, because we are not here to discuss
real-world politics.”

There was a ruckus anyhow, primarily on
File770.com. | asked that our zines —
meaning TNFF, Tightbeam, and the old
eZine, as our recent zines weren’t listed — be
taken down from one web site, where the
owner was a bit upset with me, and he did.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, I redid two
web pages, one for the N3F and the other for
AHIKS, formerly “The Avalon Hill
Intercontinental Kriegspiel Society”.
AHIKS is the board wargaming analog of
the N3F. It is the oldest international club in
its area (founded 1966) and now has closing
on700 members. The AHIKS web page was
hand-coded; no one knew how to maintain
it, so | started from scratch. You can see the
result at AHIKS.com. The N3F web pages
had been at Greengeeks, but David
Speakman, who had set things up, wanted —
before the ruckus began -- to shut down
those pages and asked that they be moved,



which | did. The structure of the new site is
much like that at the old site, for which all
credit goes to David Speakman. Thanks for
the new N3F seal go to Alan Warner.

On the bright side, by moving the web pages
to the new host | mostly solved the problems
with emailing our fanzines.

NefferCon, the N3F Electronic
Convention

I have discussed this idea already, and will
now lay out what | see us doing: We
advance to some internet social space. | am
inclined to say MeWe.com, because
ConCellation is already in place on
Facebook. On one hand, we do not want to
get into a fan feud with them. On the other
hand, the Facebook algorithms for detecting
bad behavior and banning the guilty parties
occasionally give interesting results, and |
would rather not by accident upset the nice
people who run FaceBook.

We would then have several groups.
NefferCon would be a guide. NefferCon
Dealer’s Row would let dealers in stfnal
products list their wares. NefferCon
Fanzine Row would let Fanzine Editors
exhibit and discuss their products. These
would all be moderated. NefferCon Author’s
Row would let authors show off and discuss
their books. Jason and Mindy Hunt, who
give us their wonderful site SciFi4Me.TV
have discussed doing panel videos — this is
a bit outside my zone of competence.

The groups would need to be moderated.
There are no physical costs for the groups —
the videos are a separate issue. No one
would need to be charged admission. | am
not sure how you would do a virtual con
suite.

As an addition, via Discord we can do audio
or video zoom-like meetings. | do not
understand this topic beyond its name.

So today | formatted an issue of Tightbeam
and an issue of The N3F Review of Books,
sent the first to my co-editor Jon Swartz, and
created this modest fanzine entry.

Comments on Last Issue

We got up to 65 pages! As always, Jose
Sanchez gave us a fine cover. | am
reminded of another novel with group
consciousness via evolution, though all |
really remember of it is a young lady
hovering in mid air above the Grand
Canyon. Your reference to Claude Degler
goes back a while; many younger fen will be
thinking ‘who?’.

Jeffrey Redmond: Well-written bit of
pseudohistory. For what you describe there
is a Babylonian precedent, though it was a
bit differently arranged.

The Fanac project is at Fanac.org, and
should be accessible with a normal browser.
Nice and quite different art!

Will Mayo: Spooky artwork, interesting
references. An eldritch fog-shrouded
graveyard. And you recruited a poet! Good
work!. The ghost photo looks well done for
its period. Tesla in his later years was, alas,
quite daft. Were you able to re-read The
Great God Pan for that review?

Jefferson Swycaffer: In defense of Bywater,
1925 aircraft carriers were not stunningly
effective. The Japanese navy until close to
the end of the war wanted a definitive giant
battle, ignoring that if the US lost a fleet we
would just build another one. Or two. Or
six. While there were occasional
submarines passing back and forth between
Nazi Germany and Japan, the Japanese were



never interested in the German use of
submarine warfare. There was a Battle of
the Atlantic, but the Imperial Japanese Navy
did not wage a submarine ‘Battle of the
Pacific’ to interfere with American
communications. They could have, but they
did not.

Ahrvid Engholm: Welcome to N’APA!
Please stay. As it happens we have other
Swedish N3F activists, at least on
FaceBook. Fascinating long piece on
Swedish Fan history. Please consider
editing it into an article for the
Fancyclopedia. Wasn’t Aniara turned into
an opera?

Lorien Rivendell: 2021 will not be the same
as 2020. “Better” would also be nice. Thank
you for going back to 217. | am happy to
see than NAPA has indeed revived. Fine
zine comments. We indeed live in a strange
world.

Samuel Lubell ... good point on not
describing Larry White Excellent question

on fantasy novels. | agree with your answer.

In the L Sprague de Camp fantasy novel, at
the very end the nobility was voted out and
replaced with some sort of republic. That
seemed to be a discontinuity. Chris
Nuttall’s Schooled in Magic appears to be
advancing in that direction..the young lady
from our world not entirely deliberately
introduces all sorts of reforms that lead to
civil wars; his latest cover is the young lady
crossing the barrier at the storming of the
Bastille, except that on the safe for work
book cover she is better dressed. Thanks for
the Review of A Memory Called Empire,
another novel I will never have the time to
read.

First Exams

I reached the first month exams. They were
actually spread over Sixday and Eightday,
even-hour classes on one day and odd-hour
classes on the other, so that exams could all
last for two hours, with many students going
home as soon as they had finished. The
Fundamentals of Magic exam began with
the Gentleman’s Pass question. A
considerable number of my fellow students
wrote the answer to that question, stood up,
and left. The second and third questions
matched more extended discussions of
diagram and gesture magic.

For the discussion of diagram magic, |
dutifully gave the paper whitening spell, the
well-known variation House Triskittenion
uses, and noted the Lecture I’d attended on
spell cycles. The question on gesture magic
was much more challenging; I’ve rarely
used it. Unless you are very good indeed,
gesture magic tends to be imprecise; our
trading partners look to us for precision
objects.

Then at the end there were the two nasty
questions. “Why did I not set out any
reserve books?” and “In reading about sand
magic, what did you learn?” | described
mapping the library, where | had searched,
and finally confessed I had found nothing
useful about sand magic. 1 listed a series of
sources | had consulted, none of which
mentioned the topic, at least under any
synonym | could guess. The index volumes
to the Encyclopedia Arcana — that’s ten
volumes — reference all sorts of uses for
different sands, but none of the ones I had
checked resemble Master Aduriel’s sand
magic. My conscience poked me in the ribs.
I’d spent several hours checking the
Encyclopedia, had other things | needed to
study, and never got back to finding out
what sand magic is. | could point out it was
unlike diagram magic. If you have a
diagram and cast its spell, the diagram is



still there afterwards. Some of the sands in
Master Aduriel’s diagram vanished when his
spell ignited. There are spells where things
disappear, but the disappearing things are
material components. If you combine iron
ore, coal, and limestone in the right amounts
with a bit of this and that, and summon — it’s
at its heart a fire spell — heat you end up
with liquid steel.

GAPS HERE

Brothers

Your sister destroyed a combat golem.

She what? She’s going to be billed a fortune
in weregild.

Fortunately for her, no.
No? How not?
It was sent to kill her. Instead, she killed it.

MORE GAPS HERE

Trial Session 1

This was a formal trial, in the Dorrance
Judicial Theater. A dozen troopers of the
Order of the Axe, their bodies and faces
entirely hidden by blackened plate armor,
stood in a line against the front wall. They
were on a stage, well above the audience.
The front of the stage was formed by the
desks of the Court officers, three of polished
and oiled teak for the three judges, flanked
on each side by wider but lower oak desks
for the two clerks. At each side of the stage,
curtains hid doors leading to adjacent rooms.

Bells clanged in the distance. Three justices
in pure-white robes tiptoed from behind one
of the curtains, taking their places at their

desks, to be followed by the clerks. The
Lead Justice struck the gong that hovered
above her desk. “Be at peace,” she chanted.
“Be at peace.” Moore had warned me to
stay rooted in my seat, so that’s what | did.

“We are here gathered to settle multiple
legal claims, some with requests for damage.
First, there are weregeld claims against
Harold Fourbridge for attempting the
murder of Adara Triskittenion. In order of
seniority of the complainant: Dorrance
Academy claims damage to the Campus
Martius, and asks financial recompense from
Harold Fourbridge, Adara Triskittenion, and
their houses. House Fourbridge and Harold
Fourbridge both complain against Adara
Triskittenion that she caused Harold
Fourbridge to be expelled from Dorrance
Academy, that she destroyed a valuable
combat golem, and that she stole an ancient
treldiar belonging to House Fourbridge.
Adara Triskittenion alleges that Harold
Fourbridge thrice attempted her murder, first
by attacking her with a combat golem,
second by attacking her with spells, and
third by attempting to attack her with a
treldiar. She asserts that he further made
against her an insult that made this a death-
pride honor duel. She asks weregild from
Harold Fourbridge for these acts. In all these
charges, only one treldiar is under
consideration.” The murmur in the
courtroom had become larger and larger but
was suddenly still when the attempted
murder charges were reached. “Are their
other, related complaints?”

“Your Excellency?” That was the
Academy’s lead counsel, Michael
Flaxhammer. “We wish to add additional
complaints asking weregild against Harold
Fourbridge, based on this list of complaints
that were continued on the promise of future
good behavior by Harold Fourbridge, a



promise he has broken.” He waved a thick
stack of papers.

“Your Excellency!” Brother Moore, seated
at my side, could be quite emphatic.

“Noting the intervention of House
Fourbridge in this matter, the claims against
my client being on the part of House
Fourbridge in addition to Harold Fourbridge,
we also ask weregild be levied against
House Fourbridge for the attempted murder.
Furthermore, noting that Harold Fourbridge
may yet be sent to the Headsman, depending
on the outcome here, we ask that House
Fourbridge specify his House heirs, that they
may be summoned to pay.” The Fourbridge
barrister turned beet-red. “Furthermore, as
the suits against my client are a continuation
of a Death-Pride Honor duel between Harold
Fourbridge and my client, my client being
the abused party, we ask that all claims
against my client should be dismissed.”

There was more noise behind me. It was
very much not generally known that there
had been a Death-Pride Honor duel. Moore
had explained to me: Notwithstanding all the
romance novels in the world, none of which
I had ever read, most of which culminate in
at least one Death-Pride Honor duel, Death-
Pride Honor duels are actually extremely
rare. However, he’d viewed the image
recording from Violent House. You could
easily hear Harold Fourbridge use the two
words 1I’d named, a considerable number of
other objectionable words, and incidentally
watch him try to kill me. My Death-Pride
Honor challenge was clearly valid.

“Your Excellency?” That was an elderly
gentleman sitting almost behind me.
“Anthony Milano. Additional party’s
claim?”

“Yes, Counselor Milano?” The Chief Justice
said. “And your claim is?”

“| speak for the Army,” Milano announced
“We assert that the golem in question was a
Class IV-A device, somehow removed from
Westfort, its absence from stores not being
noticed because it had been switched with a
House Fourbridge golem, which we have in
our possession. We ask weregild against
Adara Triskittenion, perhaps by reflection
against Harold Fourbridge and House
Fourbridge, for the destruction of our
extremely expensive high-power combat
golem.”

Now the courtroom became quite noisy.
Stealing weapons from the Army, not that
they had many of them to steal, required
circumventing multiple solid sets of wards.
How, | wondered, had it been done?

The Lead Justice struck her gong again.
“Counsel Milano,” she ask, “to repeat what |
think I heard you say, the Army is claiming
that someone stole a Class IV Golem out of
storage in Westfort?”

Brother Moore scribbled a note to me.
“New claim,” he wrote. “Novel. Scrambles
claim priorities.”

“Yes, your excellency,” Milano answered.
“And powered it up completely, and set it to
kill Miss Triskittenion here. Also, as these
are Army claims, they take priority over all
claims other than those of Dorrance
Academy, to which they are equal.”

The Chief Justice looked at the ground. “I
see. Are there any other parties wishing to
press a claim? Speak now, or suffer
separate trial.” The courtroom was quite
quiet.

Grandpa Worrow cleared his throat.
“Intervention for clarification?” he asked.



“Might simplify matters.” The Chief Justice
nodded politely.

“Counsel Milano,” Grandpa asked, in that
sweet tone he used as he was preparing to
gut an opponent, verbally, of course. “Did |
hear you say that the Army had had a Class
IV golem in its possession? Before it
somehow left Westfort? And reached
here?”

“Absolutely. The serial number on the seal,
recovered from the wreckage, matches the
serial number in Westfort records,” Milano
said.

One of the Justices looked up sharply.
Grandpa held up a hand and smiled
meaningfully at the bench.

“So, just for completeness,” Grandpa said,
“what was that serial number? One? Two?”

“Thirty-seven,” Milano answered.

“So, did the Army audit the other thirty-six
golems,” Grandpa asked, “to confirm no one
had switched the seals, so that in discussing
damages that might hypothetically be paid
by House Triskittenion the exact value of
the golem in question can be determined?
After all, they’re unlikely to be exactly
identical to each other.”

“We can certainly do that,” Milano said. “It
may take a week or two.”

“Is this digression truly needed?” the Chief
Justice asked. “This is the sort of thing we
usually resolve in the damage phase...”

“Darn straight it is!” the attentive Associate
Justice interrupted. “Counsel Milano, |
believe | heard you state that the Army has
in its possession thirty-six Class Four
golems.” His voice rose to a shout. “Is that

correct? Let me remind you that you are
being questioned from the bench, and the
penalty for lying to the bench is death by
hrordrin.”

Milano wilted. “Ummbh, | believe that’s not
the exact number,” he said.

“What is the number?” the Associate Justice
shouted.

“Is there some issue here, Merritt?” the Lead
Justice asked.

“The Commonality Union Treaty, Milady,”
Associate Justice Merritt answered.
“Auxiliary provisions.” Madame Lead
Justice looked baffled. “And now, Counsel
Milano, the number?”

“Please let me think for a moment.” He
looked like a rat, cornered by a terrier, and
facing imminent dismemberment. “Ummh, |
have not seen an Audit Count, nor did |
expect this question, but the largest number |
recall hearing for the number of Army Class
IV golems was, | think, one hundred and
twelve. From the context | only vaguely
recall, I do not believe that’s a current
count.”

“Madame Lead Justice?” Grandpa Worrow
asked. She nodded. “The construction of
Class Four golems, then a hypothetical
creation, was explicitly forbidden by the
Union Treaty. Their manufacture is a
Dissolution Ground. 1 ask as a start that the
Army claims against my House be voided,
on the grounds the damage occurred as a
result of High Crimes admitted to have been
performed by the Army, namely possession
and perhaps construction of Class IV
golems. | ask that the Army pays to each
injured party — that is all of the other parties
here, | believe -- the statutory ten-fold
damages for a Dissolution Crime, and you



form a Committee of Inquiry to determine
who-all is to be summarily executed as
required by the Union Treaty for this crime.”

The courtroom became extremely noisy. “I
believe the Court needs to consider these
issues,” the Chief Justice announced, “and to
consult with higher authorities. We stand
recessed until...”

“Objection!” Michael Flaxhammer was
remarkably fast off the mark. “There is only
one higher authority here, the Dorrance
Academy Law Faculty.”

“Surely | may consult with higher courts?”
Madame Chief Justice was now thoroughly
confused.

“Esmeralda?” That was Associate Justice
Merritt. “Mister Fourbridge here? His
mother is a High Justiciar of the Supreme
Judicial Court. We can’t consult with them
or any of their subsidiary courts. That’s
almost all courts. For acts on Academy
Grounds, we consult with the Law Faculty.”

Grandpa Worrow cleared his throat again.
Madame Chief Justice raised her hands in
desperation. “As Union Treaty violations
have been specified,” Grandpa said, “the
High Treaty Court must be convened. That’s
thirty Capital Days notice. As Counsel
Milano is also perhaps through no fault of
his own a witness, | ask that he be detained
on Academy grounds.”

A smile crossed Milano’s face. “I propose
the Guest Quarters at Barrister House, if
they will have me, with access to their Law
Library, me to remain on Barrister House
grounds until summoned.”
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Greater than any heaven or hell, death or karma are the things a man has to
live within himself. It takes a lifetime.

I've lived my life along the edge of what passed as society, never one of the so-
called normal majority and never really a genuine outlaw either. And just being
myself and doing my own things as all the world got crazier than | could ever
claim to be. | do well here with my cat and books, mind me, | sure do. But what a
man would give for just a little respect. | tell you, that is something else now.

There will always be unknowns in this world for which there’s no answer. And
there will always be those that go looking anyway, kind of like that old song about
a lady building a stairway to heaven.

Some people talk to gods. Others have imaginary friends all their own. Myself, |
talk to my computer and my black cat. | find that they make much better
company.

Some say there are gods, some say there are other universes, other dimensions
tucked within this one. | know none of those things. | know only this now, this still
night, this word on the screen. No more.

It’s interesting that several times a year | make statements which some people
find controversial, since | am just a mild-mannered man who rarely leaves his
apartment building and is more at home with his books and his cat than anything
else. Perhaps | am just at the time of life when | consider the important questions
of life and in the end | am just as clueless as everybody else. Unlike the preachers
that claim all the answers can be found in their holy books, | claim no answers
whatsoever. But early on | learned that questions are a lot more important than
any answers. And | stand with the questions.

It’s good to get the latest NAPA and reflect upon the fact that | have at last
gotten away from talking about politics and religion and have instead gotten back
to what concerns me most—namely my hometown and what goes bump in the
night. There are, after all, mysteries which await us still.



Across the street from me — Carroll Creek Bridge



Reviews

| think of Jorge Luis Borges’ statement that “I would like to think of heaven
as a kind of library” and if indeed Borges was right and heaven is a kind of library
then | think surely there must be a Life Reviewer on hand to review all the lives
available. His reviews such as “Mixed review. You take the good with the bad”,
“Boring. Don’t try this life” and “Bang up performances by all concerned. Don’t
hesitate to try this life out” would then be published and all the patrons of
heaven’s library would choose among the lives recommended and live again for a
spell...such as we are said to do on Earth in our day and age. Never a dull
moment.

I Am Legend by Richard Matheson.

Richard Matheson paved new ground in this vampire classic about one man
alone in a world of the Undead. Other vampire books and movies have come
along in the decades since Matheson penned this thriller but none have done it
with the same attention to detail as he did. You have to read it to know it. Five
stars. Recommended.

Sex and Rockets: The Occult World of Jack Roberts.

This was a different kind of book about a man active in rocketry, science fiction
and the occult, and so | feel that it necessitates a different kind of review. See as
follows—

| think often of Jack Parsons, the man whose rocket fuel would send men and
their machines to the Moon and beyond but also the man notorious for the black
masses and orgies held at his house in California. When L. Ron Hubbard, founder
of the Church of Scientology, stole his girl Betty, something died in Jack right then
and there and when Parsons’ life ended in a mysterious explosion a few years
later it was said that Jack rode that rocket for all it was worth. To this day, you can
hear people say, “Ride, Jack, ride.” And all look at the stars in this night sky in
wonder.



A Town That Refuses To Give Up Its Dead

Every now and then residents of my town will report seeing an army of soldiers fill its
streets and fields. A cadaverous drummer boy will beat his instrument with worn sticks, a
fog will rise from the ground and just as quickly as the army appeared it then disappears
into thin air as the screams of the long dead fill the residents’ rooms and fade
away...Gone...Gone once more....



Getting Ourselves Gone
When I was coming up in this world I had great aunts, great uncles
and a great grandmother that told the best ghost stories.
Then they all got themselves gone.
Oh, I had parents as well. They fed me, schooled me
and lent a hand to all my affairs.
And then they got gone as well.

In time you and I will get gone as well, giving ourselves to the earth and sky
and the world around us. But for now, we stay, telling tales in the passing.
Before they too get gone.

Getting gone.

You might say it’s our own way of life.
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Samuel Lubell’s Zine

... Letters of Comment on N'APA 50

Synergy 26: I'm a big fan of Ted Sturgeon so
think it great that he mspired you. “Substitutions”
again feels more like background that an actual
story. The characters are described rather than
shown. Lots of good art in this issue.

Good Life 16: 1 think fandom naturally attracts
misfits and those who do not fit in with normal
soclety.

Archive Midmnter: I've not heard of The Great
Pacific War. It is interesting that an author in
1925 would write a book set just a few years in
the future, but maybe 1t was meant as a warning.

Intermission 104: The Hiccup Virus story seems
to be satirizing our reaction to the coronavirus.
But I don’t think a virus that has killed half a
million people in the U.S. alone and left many
more with long-term effects is something that is
“only dangerous for the elderly and those with
underlying medical conditions.” Thanks for the
glimpse of Swedish fandom’s reactions to nuclear
power and the space race

Notes from a Galaxy 24. 1 agree 2020 seemed
S slow, to take forever, but also fast as nothing
happened.

Ye Murthered Mage. A Newszine sounds like a good idea but it would have to do something that Locus
and File 770 are not already doing especially as we’d be coming out monthly and blogs would be able to
produce content daily. This is what weakened newsmagazines like Time and Newsweek. By the time they
came out, everyone already knew the news from TV and newspapers. So what the magazines did was shift
to providing more commentary on the news. It didn’t save Newsweek (which was sold by the Washington
Post after circulation dropped from 4 million to 1.5 million by 2010 and may be down to just 100K since
then) but it is working for Time Magazine.

...Mostly Neglected Writers: Henry Kuttner and C.L. Moore

Henry Kuttner and C.L. Moore had mmpressive solo careers before their marriage and even more
impressive careers alterwards. Catherine Luucille (C.L.) Moore was known for her stories of space
adventurer Northwest Smith (doubtlessly an ancestor of both Han Solo and Indiana Jones) and one of the
earliest female sword and sorcery characters i Jirel of Joiry. Henry Kuttner had become a mainstay of
Weird Tales. In 1937 he had nine stories in Weird Tales, counting collaborations and pen names. He was
extremely prolific in 1939 he had 20 stories published and in 1940, 23.

Once the two married, virtually everything they wrote, under both their names and their enormous number
of pseudonyms, was a collaboration to some degree. Friends said if one left the typewriter in the middle of a
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story or even a sentence, the other would sit down and pick up where the other
left off. They are probably best known for “Mimzy Were the Borogoves”,
published as by Lewis Padgett, in which toys from the far future educate two
siblings in non-Eculid geometry. Don’t judge the story by the movie, The Last
Mimzy. “Vintage Season” published as by "Lawrence O'Donnell,” but almost
certainly mostly by C.L. Moore, 1s about Time Travelers who wvisit periods of
Earth’s history right before great disasters take place. “The Proud Robot” by
Lewis Padgett (Moore later said this one was totally Kuttner) is about an inventor
named Gallegher who only mvents things when drunk and his sober self then
has to figure out what the invention does. Their Baldy series 1s an early example
of mutants hiding from their gifts from humanity (in contrast to the many, many
stories about mutant supermen conquering (or saving) the world).

Sadly, their writer careers were short. C.L.. Moore’s first professional publication
was "Shambleau', about Northwest Smith and space vampires, in the November
19338 1ssue of Weird Tales. Kutter’s first story was "The Graveyard Rats" for Weird Tales in 1936. Both
mostly stopped writing in the mid 1950s, as Kutner went to college for a Master’s degree and Moore began
to teach writing. After Kuttner died imn 1958, Moore wrote scripts for Warner Brothers television, before
retiring from writing after her second marriage.

Most of their work is out of print, although ebooks of some of their stories are available. Amazon has 7he
Best of C.L. Moore & Henry Kuttner available for the Kindle for $2.99. The Henry Kuttner Mega Science
Fiction Collection has four novels and a few short stories for 99 cents. If you prefer print, haunt used
bookstores or seek online for the out-of-print 7wo-Handed Engine: The Selected Stories of Henry Kuttner
and C.L. Moore edited by David Curtis (Centipede Press) with 900 pages of their stories. Most collections
of great stories of the Golden Age of SF contain at least one of their stories.

...Hugo Nominations 2021

As the nomination ballots for the Hugo Award are being counted for the DC Worldcon I was able to sneak
a peek at the list for best novel. I'm scooping Pile 220 with this. You read them here first.

British Gods by Hall Amen - In response to complaints that he had become too American since moving to
the States, Amen wrote this sequel to American Gods. It has the same plot, but substitutes British Gods like
Maggie Thatcher and Henry the Eighth for the American ones, everyone drinks tea, and the author inserts
‘u’s into words randomly.

The Ministry of Magic Futures by Him, Robin Stanleyson - Set in
the Harry Potter universe, can the Ministry of Magic solve climate
change by having wizards cast freezing spells before the melting ice
caps drown London and most of the rest of the world?

The Network Aflect by Martha Sickly - In an age where everyone
has a camera phone broadcasting their lives on MeTube, causing
everyone to act cool, Cancelbot “cancels” those with low ratings.

Ancillary Justice League by Annie Lucky - With the regular Justice
League sidelined by the latest Crisis/retcon/movie rights lockup, it’s
up to the second stringers to save the day. Novelization of the DC
Comics event.

The Calculating Stars by Marty Batmanette Powal - In Hollywood,
the devil makes a deal with aging actresses to get them leading roles in the new blockbuster movie.
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The Last Good Boy Rex by Johns Scuzzy - As the currents in space allowing travel between the different
planets of the Codependency collapse, the characters are reduced to cursing their fate. Only the last good
dog in the universe, Rex, can save everyone if only they will stop cursing long enough for him to somehow
tell them that Timmy has fallen into a well.

Note: Dead Flies Streaming by Harlie Boss was ruled meligible. Considering the whole continuing Brexit
mess, judges still think the idea that Cthulhu runs the British bureaucracy is plausible so the book may be
non-fiction.

O, if you haven’t guessed. April Fools!

...Cancel Culture and SF

The estate of Dr. Seuss (ves he counts as a science fiction/fantasy writer) has withdrawn six of his books,
including his first book, And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street saying “These books portray
people m ways that are hurtful and wrong.” This year’s Worldcon has disinvited its publisher Guest of
Honor, Tom Weisskopf (of Baen Books) after a blogger accused Baen Books’ online forum of advocating
(or at least tolerating) racism, sexism, and promotion of violence. Although Weisskopf shut down these
forums, some people said it was not enough and Discon3 removed her from being a Guest of Honor.
(Note: although I am a member of the organization sponsoring the Worldcon and am on the convention’s
staft I was not mvolved in this decision.) Disney removed actress Gina Carano from her role in Star Wars:
The Mandalorian due to her social media posts comparing conservatives to victims of the Holocaust,
among others.

Conservatives have accused liberals of trying to silence conservative voices and imposing a

c \ cancel culture on those nsufficiently “woke.” But at the same time they are ignoring their

4”0 own long history of conservatives trying to censor liberal content such as children’s

QE books with gay couples and nontraditional gender role, even a picture book, And 1ango

Makes Three, about two male penguins in a zoo who adopted an egg. There was a fairly

large movement in the comic book community objecting to the increasing number of

minority and female superheroes. Gamergate attacked women in the gaming community. And of course no

football team has been willing to hire football star Colin Kaepernick after conservatives attacked him for

kneeling during the national anthem. So conservatives are being completely hypocritical when they attack
liberals for doing the same thing.

Of course two wrongs do not make a right and saying the other side does it too 1s hardly a valid defense. But
note that much of the so-called cancel culture is people adapting their own content. For instance it was the
copyright owners that discontinued the Dr. Seuss books. And Disney, as the owners of Lucasfilm, decides
who can appear in their movies and TV shows. And certainly movie studios are reluctant to hire actors and
actresses whose personal notoriety (for whatever reason) overshadows the roles they play.

This is not an issue of free speech, which only applies to the government. People naturally form their own
opiions of others based on what they say and with whom they associate. And as society changes what 1s
acceptable behavior also changes. We should acknowledge that the past was different from today without
locking the present into the mold of the past. So while museums and history books need to show what
happened in the past; this can be done without honizing past figures whose behavior 1s now unacceptable by
present day standards. Also, tastes and styles change and popular entertainment changes to match the times.
For instance look at the Batman of the 1960s TV show compared to the Batman of The Dark Knight.

Similarly, science fiction has grown and changed. For mstance the work of much of early science fiction
would not be publishable today due to the flat characterization and lack of literary polish. Science fiction
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has grown and evolved past this base. Even works of hard science fiction and space opera need strong
characters and inspiring writing, not just intriguing ideas.

...Short Reviews by Sam Lubell

The Unspoken Name by A K. Larkwood. Csorwe, an orc, is supposed to die
for the god known as the Unspoken One. Instead she escapes the House of
THE Silence with the help of Belthandros Sethennai, a wizard looking for a partner

4 g to help him achieve his revenge. He arranges for her to be trained as a fighter
UNSP Qi\EN (and spy) and they have adventures until Sethennai wins control of his city. But
N AME " M the real plot is the growing relationship between Csorwe and Shuthmili, a

PRIESTESS. ASSASSIN. TRAITOR.

Qarsazh adept. I found the first half better than the second half but the
-t characterization of the two leads and the way both break free of others
B cxpectations kept me reading.

Redshirts by John Scalzi. This 1s a very meta book. It’s about ensigns on a
starship much like the Enterprise who discover that the reason why everyone
IRV AeIeIBE on the ship except the top officers 1s afraid of away missions is that the non-
: officers keep dying. And that’s because a poorly written Star Trek show i the
early 21st century takes them over, except during commercial breaks when they can think for themselves.
The solution is to go back in time and stop them. The book seems to be light but the novel ends with 80
pages of codas with different present day characters influenced by the time travelers. This makes the book
deeper than one would suspect with some philosophy on the nature of reality. Still a quick read with not as
much staying power as some of Scalzi’s other books.

Remake by Connie Willis. A love story to the movie musical. In a future Hollywood where movies are an
endless stream of remakes using digitized actors of the past, a man who has the job of digitally altering
classics to remove the smoking and alcohol (science fiction then) falls in love with a woman who wants to
dance in the movies. But no movies are being made. Then he starts seeing her in the chorus line and even
leading roles of classic movies. A wonderful short tale with lots of the Connie Willis humor that was mostly
missing in her Blackout/All Clear.

The Kinsman Saga by Ben Bova. This is the story of an astronaut who in a cold war space dispute kills a
cosmonaut only to discover that she is female. This sets him on the road to reject military uses to space and
when he becomes admimistrator of the U.S. moon base, makes peace with his Russian counterpart and tries
to make the moon an independent state. It is amazing how much older SF resembles alternative history. I
don't think I'd trade lunar colonies by 2000 for the dismal future and cold war in the book. There 1s great
characterization of Kinsman and his best friend Colt, but not for the female characters.

To Say Nothing of the Dog by Connie Willis. This is a very funny book about time travel. I loved all the
literary references and the fantastic characterization. The descriptions of being time-lagged were great.
Hopefully the author's Blackout/All Clear has allowed her to get the WWII blitz out of her system as it kept
popping up here even though this is mostly about the 19th century.

Note: All articles and opinions in Sarnizdat are those of the author, Samuel Lubell, and not any employer
or client.



