AH, YES, THIS IS IT! This, dear
friends out there in neffer-neffer
land is the 26th grand and glorious
" issue of TIGHTBEAM. TIGHTBEAM, the
official NFFF Forum wherein you cen
have your say-—-provided you don't have
; 8 hard-nosed editor--ebout this and
that and sometimes the other. TIGHT-
‘BEAL, an official publication of the
“ \(fanfare)-National Fantasy Fan Federa-
\/Vﬂ\ tion, Donald Franson, Fresident,
Y i and J. '‘Stanley Woolston, Chair=-
U ' man of the Directorate. (Say, what
*?1 j ever became of the Directorete any- ©
RERC
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way?) This issue of TIGHTBEAM is
edited and published ‘by Roy Tackett
(Please, no applause, just: votes) with
the able agsistance of Chrystal Tackett
\ and comes to you from 915 Green Valley
\ \ Road NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico,
87107, USofA. - TIGHTBEAM 26 is a Mari-
'{3 neted Publication with the new double
\ filter and pop top top.
) Featured inside
/) you will find you and you &nd you and
i // why didn't ye hear from YOU? Editorial
;/ comments, if any, (if any? IF ANY? Oh,
\  hehehehehehehehehe) will be enclosed in
~double parentheses and underscored ((11ke

editorial. Ahem,
EDITORIAL

Why not?
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fj this)). '
\§\ Quiet now as it is time for the
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DONALD FRANSON It 1s always amusing to me, busily enjoying fandom, to

6543 BABCOCK AVE., read how "worthless" some people think it is. Nothing is worth-

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, less that the doer enjoys doing, and if one or two others get

CALIF., 91606 benefit from it, so much the better. It is sometimes said that
fandom has No Purpose. Neither has the Universe-—so what? If

you don't like it--get out. Go Somewhere Else.

Instead of complaining about other
fans and how they fall short of perfection by not doing what you want done, why not
just do some of what you want done yourself, and maybe set &n example?

et ' For instance,
I make author indexes because I need them, and they don't exist in exactly the form
I want. I have the first Day Index, 1926-50, but 1950 is a long time ego. When the
second Day Index comes out (if ever) it will be five years out of date. When I want
%o find & story in a magaxine I usually know the authors neme (even if not the year
or magézine) and so author indexes are all I need. They are simole and easy to make
and not so hard to keep up. Though adding story titles, pseudonyms, etc., would make
these indexes more complete, it would also make them much more bulky, expensive and
time consuming, and time is the element that usually defeats us.

The large indexes
have publishing problems. Did you know the Day Index, 1951-60, was all compiled by
early 19617 ({I didn't_even know one was in the works.)) It's just the publishing

Some of the comments on my indexes in N'APA consisted of
amazement at the amount of research and work I had done. The only thing hard is the
publication; I'm already two indexes (IF and FU) ahead. The simple way I do it is
not hard. I just get a middle-sized notebook of at least 26 peges; then I get a com-
plete set of magazines, grab the firet one and go down the contents rage (yes, I know
they are sometimes wrcng% and write the names of the authors on the proper pages,with
the notation of the date. 'When I've indexed the lest mégazine, I alphabetize the
nemes and then tyve up the list. Since I will publish the list I recheck it from the
mégazines once again, then stencil and proofread them. I would run them off myself
if I were an expert mimeographer. Fortunately I have some friends who are and I run
it through N'APA, killing two or thres birds with one stone. Fred Patten runs it off:
it adds at least six pages to the mailing; I save my membership; end I get extra
copies to send to others who request them. In other words, I meke the indexes for
myself, and publish them to share them with others. . )

: My motto is "a bird in the hend

is worth two in the bush". Would you rather have an index now that ensbles you to
locate stories with & minimum of effort, or a complete inde}ugbmetime in the far fu-
ture? :
Anywey, the point. thet I've drifted away from is that fandom ds fun, fandom is
useful, end famdom is only a drag if you work too hard or worry too much. If you can
meénage to cut down on fanac without cutting it out éltogether, you won't have time to
do ‘anything but enjoy it. ¥
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MEGURO-KU, I visited Osaks and Gifu City at the last of March and consul-
TOKYO, JAPAN ted with Yasutake Tsutsui of the Null Club and Den Yoshimitsu of the

friends we decided that our fan-power is not strong enough yet for such as that and
decided to have this year's convention in Osaka. We expect it will be smaller than
the TOKON and will be held July 26th. - _

We feel that SF fandom in Japen is progressing
gradually but not as well ag we should expect. We still have only one prezine and the
publication of SF books and magazines seems not a good undertaking here &lthough many
newspapers eand megazines give us mention very often. We feel that we are attracting
8ttention but no real progress is being mageﬁ "hat do you think of the situation?
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CLAYTON HAMLIN Last issue I asked for information on the plan to publish
SOUTHWEST HARBOR, an index of the Lensman stories. Ron Ellik answered me—-in
MAINE : great detail--but since the news is Ron's, and mighty good news

it is, I will let hir make any announcements that are necessary.
It wouldn't be right to jump the gun on him. ((Xog_iggp_ﬁhe_ggn_pg Ellik and it_is
liable to go off.)) '

I would like to go further with this, if there is any interest.
((Seems to me that the comst of Maine is about as far as_you_can go.)) You probably

know that there is & groun of Burrougs i2ns, the Burroughs Bibliophiles. There is
a Fellowship of the Ring fcr those remcrkable books by Tolkein. The Conan stories
ére represented by their own group, and so, too, is Sherlock Holmes. But none for
our own Doc Smith and wouldn't you say that he is just es deserving of attention as
any of the rest? I would. ‘ ; ‘

: So I propose a Doc Smith fan club along the lines of ‘
all those others. There will be a regular publication, considering, of course, that
there is interest in this. How regular it might be depends on the interest. ((lﬁ ]
you call this club the Children of the Lens I'l1l scream. ))

- Right now I'm working
on an index that is definitely NOT included in any of the work Ron is doing. This
will be of Spacehounds of IFC. Included will be a long article, maybe you would
cell it a thesis ((I wouldn't.)) which will attemwpt to show that this book is actua-
lly a preliminary of the Lensman epic. Not a part of the Boskonion conflict, no,
but the prehistory of the Lensman universe. Tt will show no only the data in fayor
of this theory but elso the discrepancies between that book and the Lens bhooks.

De-
pending on time evailable, I may start working on articles on such subjects as Doc
Smwith as & humorist (the Canthrips of Ollenole, Quadgop the Mercotian, even Wild
Bill Williems in places.) There are more like this. - It is an aspect of these.stor-
ies you seldom see mentioned and deserving of attention.

P55 I'm sure lots of you can
think of plenty of ideas worthwhile of being considred and published. And if there
might be some fan editor or publisher who might consider doing occasional publishing,
by 2l means get in touch with me. T will gladly arrange to finance such a publica-
tion.

No dues, of course, all it takes is interest. . ‘
; Seeing as how this is likely
to be rather time consuming for me I won't be running for the Directorate again this
year. This seems more important to me as well as more interesting. Care to join me?
By all means write and let me know.

._...-_...._-_.__.___..__.__...__.._.._...._._..._._..__.._______.._.__._......_—......__..._..
..._-___.__.,.._....._..._....___.___.__.._.._-._____—_____-.-_-_____.__.__.._..._

IDA IFE ((1da mostly repeats her letter from Kreuger's TB about

1625 E. INDIANOLA AVE., - the story guads, announces she is Hoahgéading Gphfgé_p;b-
YOUNGSTOWN, . Bl aglel),© SIS T SRR Nl T N T i
OHIO 44502 : There will be 6 robins with 5 members each when

we reach quota. The robins will start however with the num-

ber we have by the end of July. I'm not going to wait forever till the number is
reached so whoever volunteers after robins are launched will be put on a waiting list,
And if someone doesn't want to do his chapter it would be wise to send it on and not -
drop in the nearest wastebasket. This is quite rude and spoils the robin for those
:ho went to do their part. These robins will be kept entirely within the ranks of

he N3F. : :
When the first chapter of a story is done a copy will be sent to each parti- -
cipant. I will also. receive a copy so that I might have somé idea of where we stand.

e



At the end of the round then, we will all have a full copy of our particular story.

A cop& of all contribs will then be sent to the publisher. There will be a month and
8 half deadline for each round and thosc 'h. do not make. it will be left out of the
zine.

Now if there are any of you hesitating in writing to me--I want you to stop it
and get'that typer working before the end of July.

I have just one more thing to say-
the N3F has lost its most active fan with the resignation from the robins and fanzine
clearing house of Seth Johnson. I would 2lso like to express my sincere sympathy to
Seth at the loss of his mother. ¥

GREG SHAW A In Krueger's TB I had been seeing meny references to Eric
2545 LEXINGTON WAY Blake in #23, but wasn't sure what they meant until I saw his
SAN BRUNOD, letter in thish. Eric, you are & fanatic! "the Passion of Our
CALIF., 90295 Lord", "the Virgin Birth", indeed! You sound like these old men

. who wander eround the streets singing hymns and yelling, "Repent!
The world ends next Thursday and Jesus is going to send all you sinners to the devill!"
Now I happen to be an athiest. ((ng_gf_tbpmygigﬁgr_cbyiggigp_agqga;))_But I am per-
fectly willing to calmly discuss theology with anybody and I respect the beliefs of
religious people. The point I am arguing with here is not your religious beliefs but
that you demn Heinlein because he writes something that disagrees with the precepts
of your own beliefs. Whet about the millions of people who do not believe in Christ?

All the Muslims, t%elHindus? ((Jesus is a Muslim prophet and occupies a minor place

in the Hindu pantheon.)) Are they 21l sinners, heretice? You are welcome %o argue
with Heinlein if he preaches against Christianity, to ask him to defend his arguments.
But ‘Heinlein is not wrong, he is not an evil person for disagreeing with the Bible.
And’ anyone who thinks so is nothing but a crank, a religious fanatic, and a crackpot.
Enough said. This mekes me ill. ((g,ngq_I_;gpgpgﬁ_ﬁbpnpglipﬁsppg religiéus people"))
- The attack on Seth Johnson. You people should be ashamed of yourselves. And es-
pecially those who say he should be "thrown out of fandom". ((Wno said that?)) Seth
ls & better fan, and has done more for fandom, than & good many of you, I'll wager,
Admitted he might have been wrong. But do you think he intentionally did wrong? It
was an honest mistake and he even admitted it. I'm not so sure that he was that wrong.
His attackers say that he gave fanatical political groups reason to belige that N3F
88 & group supports them. ((Prove that_statement, Greg.)) Did they assume this or use
it in their propaganda? Not the way I heard it. The issue is that a few fang assum-
ed that somebody might teke Seth's letterhead to mean this. For such a thing they

seriously suggest that he be kicked out? For shame! ({Slow down, Greg, 'cause you're

— et — o e - —— — — e - — o — e e | | — — | — —— e e — — ——

tarian country could get in trouble for .reading and possessing literature that some-
times contains opinions contrary to the opinion required in that country. But to re-—
fuse a person membership without his having any say in the matter is going too far.
As Art esaid, the man is old enough to decide what he should do and I'm sure he reali-
zes the possible risk involved. 'ould a person risk his life to read fanzines? I
dioubt, it S Tt seems reasonable that he believes he is safe in joining N3F. Possibly
he has an OK from the authority. Ferhaps he can explain that he is just & science
fiction fan ((That_I'd like to_hear)). Spain is'a member of the UN, the US has bases
in Spain, and we have given them financil eid. Unless drastic changes have taken
place since 1960, the government, it seems to me, would not be too harsh to its citi-
zens. I think, Mr Kohn, you are making a b%g to-do about not so much.

JOHN BOSON I think that Norm Metcalf is suffering from a case of one-sided-

8168 pS T 'ST . ness. The appeal of fandom for me, and probably for a large.percen~
MAYFIELD , tage of fandom, lies in the fact thet the people who are active are

KY., 42066 for the most pert intelligent, open-minded, and concerned about
e



things which the mean in the street ignores--philosophy, politics, literature, etc.

—_— e e e — T — T — e am e = em e - e - —
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8 single-minded passion for the reading and discussion of SF to the exclusion of all
other topics. Personally, I enjoy the political discussions in KIPPLE as much as the
SF discussions elsewhere.

GEORGE FERGUS: I don't believe your stetement that "a Nef-
fer cares" is the height of intelligence, just because it is a blanket statement. Al-
so, all you say about Neffers may be true, but this does not prove that non-Neffers
don't "care". I imegine that there are plenty of non-Neffers who care enough about
other people to be anxious to meet, listen to and talk with fans outside his own
smell circle of friends". ((Haw. It was only a few years ago that the N3F was a

David Patrick may
have been given the cold shoulder by the Establishment, but I think I qualify as a
novice and I've never noticed anything of the kind. Maybe I'm insensitive. ((You're
a clod.))

In connection with the plan to swap SF material with the Birmingham group,

_——— = — —— e e e e e e e e — e e o e e s e . e e om e e o e

ELAINE WOJCIECHOWSKI Phil Kohn: I take exception to yur remarks in TB 25.
4755 N. KEYSTONE AVE., Apparently you do not approve of the thought fulness generated
CHICAGO, ILL. 60630 by & birthdey remembrance. What is the matter with you? Do

you feel bitter because you have had a bit of bad luck lately
or are you justfeeling mean? The tone of your letter suggests anger, or et the least,
discontent.

Do you really believe the small gmount of money involved could be better
spent? At the present membership the cost of postage is about $15.00, a tiny price
to pvay for the pleasure it can bring.

Your birthday is July 15. Your greeting card
will have to be sent via airmail. Although I live in a large city the nearest post
office is more than a mile @way. I will take your card to the post office to be
weighed, pay the additional postage out of my own pocket and hope it will arrive on
your birthday. Yes, it's & bother sometimes, but &s long as I don't mind, why should
you?

Isn't it nice that someone remembered, someone cared to share your natal day
with you? ((Yes. I appreciated the thought behind the card I received. Thanks.))

JOHN KUSSKE, JR. ((John plugs his fmz, MICKEY, available for 10¢ per copy))

522 9th AVE, WEST, Dave
ALEXANDRIA, MINN. Kirk Patrick hes a rare talent for saying things in the most ob-
56308 noxious way. I believe such nasties as Dave are good for the club.

It is when they start making sense, as Dave has, that they be-

come just another fan.
‘Personally, I don't give & damn if we recruit new fans at all.

After one has been exposed to sf for a few years he finds thet the field is actually
morbid.((2)) Despite what is said about sf being the literature of new ideas I've
found most of the stories are mere rewrites of earlier epics. To expect fandom to dis-—
cuss sf even occasionally is almost too much. It's much more interesting to talk
about how Mr. So-and-so got drunk at the last con and approached Mias X, Maybe such
talk is not Mentally Elevating, but it is fun and that is primarily what most fans are
interested in. Now I will be attacked viciously from all sides by David Kirk Patrick.
((In_other words what you're looking for is & cheap vicarious thrill. . You can get
thpt_from any skin book, Kusske, and have all sorts of"fuf.)) 5



G. M. CARR ((Gem congratulates Seth Johnson on winning the Kaymar Award

19 BALLARD AVE, NW end thinks all the fuss is & tempest_in & teapot.)) ;

2}?:,4%?531: WASH. 98107 ‘A% to Phil Yohn's suggestion that N3F set up & Dictator-

ship to decide who can join N3F and who can't on the basis
of whether or not Phil Kohn likes the kind of government said prospective member hes
--this is one of the most revolting ideas I've seen for a long time. I am v?ry.glad
to endorse Art Hayes' editorial comments on this suggestion. I, too, think it is up
to the memberhimself whether or not to join N3F and take his chances with whatever
kind of Gestapo his government mey or may not have. After all, it's HIS government,
not ours. And his neck, too. If he wants to risk it, that's HIS decision and HIS
privilege. It's the intolerant, bigoted, "I--do—-this—only—for—-your—own—goodn ?ype of
meddlers, like Phil Kohn, who end up being the "Big Brother Is Watching You" if they
are not stooped--but firwly--before they get & chance to get started.

, There's one
thing I cen't understand: why is it that the kind of mentality which jumps up and
down screaming "Censorshipl" if a group of parents try to clean up the filthy pornog-
rephy on newsstands where their kids can't avoid stumbling over it while looking for
the latest GALAXY or ANALOG, are the first to rush forward when it comes to an attem-
pt to censor peovle? These self-righteous tyoes that are always wanting to bar some-
body else from the pleasure of their society apoarently never heard that Freedom of
Choice includes the right to meke one's own mistalkes? ((In_which_case why crusade to

ED BRYANT ((Zd_announces thet his fmz AD ASTRA_is not defunct, "merely
300 PARK AVE., dormant", due to being fafie,))

WHEATLAND, : Mr. Kohn's suggestion that the
wYyo., 82201 NFFF bar memberships to citizens of Communist or totalitarian

countries was perhaps the most intriguing item in the ‘previous
Tightbeam. Adopted enc carried to a ridiculous extreme, it could mean thet we Nef-
fers will be in a few years (circae 1984) signing loyalty oaths in order to renew our
memberships. True, this is an exaggerated example. In & more reasonable Light, it
might occur that a given NFFF administration could use the membership political limi-
tation as a personally bimsed weapon. ((Qq_you_sﬂegr_th&ilxqglgrg‘goj_goE and never
have been a follower of Tyrannical Al Lewis?)) After all, most countries can be ra-
tionalized onto any sort of list (I am perhaps thinking of the socialistic situation
across the Atlentic in which our friends Alan Dodd and others live). No, let's ad-
mit such members as Dr. Dupla and kick them out only when they show overt signs of be-
longing to the Communist faith. I'm sure that the vaunted intellectuals in our ranks
are capable of recognizing even the most subtle taint of Communism or other undesir-
able ideology in the correspondence or publicetions of red-bloc members. ((We have"
no "red-bloc" members.)) B RIER

¥
ROBIN WOGD I suppose everybody knows thet with issue 174, CRY is no more.
BOX 154 ((I weep.)) So that leaves TIGHTBEAM, letterzine wise, so far asg I

AVADOR CITY, know. I notice in the last TB (which finally arrived) that the desd..
CALIF. 95601 1line is either June 1 or June 15. Am hoping it is June 15 as I didn't
receive my covy til June 2, which makes it difficult to mke the dead-—
line. I thought perhaps tyning at the speed of light might do the trick, but I only
reached & fraction of that speed before the typer began to overheat....((The deadline
for 8ny issue of TB is_set by the Directorate 28 the 15th of the month preceding the

erred.))
Alma Hill's writing thing sounds very interesting, however, I have not seen
Mathew Drahen's story, which sort of puts the kahenas to commenting on it.
I could
bitch about how long it took me to get the last TB. The last. one I saw was dated Dec
63, and needless to sdy, was sort of oldish, I got that when I first joined N3F back



in March. Anyhow, nothing happened for a good while. I finally got one Welcommittee
letter, not counting Dwain Kaiser's and the only way he found out I'd joined was that
I mentioned it in a letter. So far I seem to know just about as much about N3F as
when I joined. I'm supposed to be in on 2 round robin ((Bpgig_in_a_;gbinz)) but have
heard naught from it. Someday I suppose everything will pile in at once, but, darnn,
things are moving slow. By the time I find out what it's 21l about, I'll owe dues
egain. Egad. ((Egid_ig.Eighi.__gAlLES_agd_KﬁTéa_ this_is your department. Get busy))
As far as somebody in a totalitarian land like Spain or Cuba or Mississippi get-
ting TIGHTBEAM and taking & chance of getting awakened at three ayem for reading sub-
versive literature...as was szid, that's his risk. Tho I could hardly see anything
too political in TB. If you start censoring TB with one or two such readers in mind,
it .won't stop there. Pretty soon'you'll decide something else is just a mite offen-
sive to some little group, &and ‘so on and on, until you end up with something on the
order of Dick and Jane. See Dick Run. See Jane Run. Look at the Dog. This is Spot.
Spot is the Dog.' Bow Wow Wow. Ridiculous. 1In all honesty, can you ever say you
heard a dog go Bow Wow Wow? I dunro if you learned how to read on Dick and Jane
books, but a good portion of the nation does and believe me it is & horrible disil--
lusionment, as a small child, to realize that it's all lies. Dogs actually go WOQF .
J10OF and ARF and like that. 2 3 . A How e Vo : :

C. W. "NED" BROOKS - 'The March TB was pretty poor, especially the repititiony

911 BRIARFIELD ROAD ' but ‘T gether that it was put together on short notice. There -
NEWPORT NEWS, were really only three things in it: the NATIONAL GUARDIAN
VIRGINIA 23605  °  aquabble, the question Fhil Kohn raised on the danger to people

in totalitarien countries joining NFFF, and the letter from
Peter Weston of the Birmingham SF Group. ; ; : e ARy
: SR AR AT s As for the NAT. GUARDIAN, I can't see what.
all the fuss is about. I did think the 1et£ér from Johnson & little odd, but it did
not bother me in the lesst.:'All this talk of feuds and Yhandling the matter care-.
fullyf-and not letting things "leak out to the general membership" is tiresome. I'm
8 part. of the general memberahip and I want to know anything worthy of note that hap-
pens, even if only to glance at it and decide I'm not interested. ((Directorate '
themesong: "Nobody's business_but_our own.)) _ R E LA AR
R P VALY ~ I had not known before that the: N3F
had an "unwritten law" to ‘exclude anyone even suspected of being & communist and I em
very sorry to hear it. Shadés of Sen. McCarthy! If our Spanish member is to take
his chances with being persecuted for the opinions that someone else writes to: TB, it
seems to me that the US members should be willing to take whatever infinitesimel risk
may exist here. If anyone can lose his security clearance for belonging to a nonpoli-
tical organization like NFFF where there is such a fantastic diversity of opinion and-
probably helf the members are not even old enough to vote, then this country is indeed
in a'bad way. I have & security clearance and I am quite willing to risk the opinions
of anyone that wants to jein the NFFF. Everytime an organization backs down from
these questions of freedom of speech and freedom of association, and allows itself to
be intimidated, our principles of liberty are eroded a little bit more and we come a
little closer to orwell's 1984, "Tt's less than 20 'years now--well within most of our
lifetimes. . ; : FLe
I'm nov head of the NFFF Collectors Bureau and want to hear from anyone
who collects anything fannish. Just & vostcard with.name, address, and field of in-
terest will do although I ‘welcome all letters,‘suggestions, etc.. ((ﬁaxegf;agsgmgtiqg

__.____.,_..._.....___.._.__..__‘_.._4._..._..__...._-...___.____........ — e e o ey



BUCK COULSON, First, Phil Kohn's proposition. He makes it sound all nice

ROUTE 3, and altruistic, but what it comes down to is a request to deny
WABASH, IND., membership to peorle because they happen to be Spaniards, or
46992 Portuguese, or residents of any other country he happens to feel

is "totalitarian". I em against any such idea. 1In Peiet, I w1l
not remein a member of any club which discriminates against Spaniards--or even one
which discriminates against Jews. '

As for Harriett's idea, I fully agree that today's
stf isn't as good as that of, say, the 1940s, but I doubt that having authors write
what they enjoy writing is any solution. There are thousands of people who "write
what they like". Some of them like it so well they even pay to have it published by
veanity presses, and some of these are SF and fantasy. I've read a few, and they are
without doubt the most abominable trash imaginable. Writing what you like doesn't do
& bit of good unless you know how to write. The major problem is that many fans-- .
those who long for the "good old days"--expect their authors to be accomplished story
tellers ((Yezh)) and very few of today's authors are. How can they be? The pulps ara
gone and the slicks want "modern" writing based on psychological gimmiciss, and the
creative writing classes study Joyce and Miller. No wonder the N3F story contest
gold two stories professionally! Fans aren't very good story-tellers when stacked up
against ex-pulp writers like Heinlein, Anderson, Leinster, etc., but they know ag
much ebout it as anybody else coming up to day. So fans write what they like and the
best of them sell becuase they don't have much effective competition and the readers

MARC CHRISTOFHER Phil Kohn's idee on limiting membership, You'll notice that
BOX 132, he said to check first if the person in doubt could be harmed in
BEVERLY SHORES, someway. He was thinking of that particular person not us. Then
IND., 46301 I read that there is an unwritten law among the Directors that

We are not to allow Communists in. I was now ready to shout
political discrimination to the skys when Art Got the point over to my thickheaded
thinking.
I'm a pretty liberal person end it seems. to me that to be a conservative is
to like things as they are. But it seems to me that the conservatives are mostly
Birchers and instead of protecting the Constitution they want to destroy it. And it
turns out thet 1liberals are the ones who stand up for the constitution., TIt's all
very confusing. ((Zgg.)) So if it is our job to protect the Constitution, then protect
we must.

What I'm driving at is then 8ny legislation against Communists is & clear vi-
olation of the Constitution. I wasg quick to condemn because of this. However, I was
set to thinking that in the not too distant future I might be applying for officer's
training when I get out of high school and whet would happen if they,..I decided this
was entirely possible after what havpened to Al Andriuskevicius. ((Wnat's possible?
What happened to_Andriiskevicius?)) Also this could he & reason for the extermination
of the N3F, we could be labeled a Communist organization and thusly declared subver-
sive. It could hapren very easily. They are a bunch of muddleheaded people in YWagh-
ington after all.

One exception, the people of Spain are not considered to be so ter-
ribly oppressed anyhow. And, it must be remembered that a dictatorship is one of the
most efficient governments that cen be deviaed.'((érg_xog saying this is good? They

are muddleheaded in Beverly Shores, too.)) I read in the SATEVPOST that Spain isn't

the police state it is wmade up to be. I wonder what Phil has to say about his own
country, tho. I hear they aren't so all fired Democratic in Israel either.

' I wish we
would wise up some time. If and when we defeat the Russkies or Communists if you pre-
fer we will have to face up to some other menace, like new facism arising someplace or
internal problems. We must fight totalitarinism everywhere, and the only way we can
do thet is through & World government. Things are such as they are, that individual
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sovereignty is for the birds! The only government that can work any longer is a YWorld
government. We will either have that or nothing! And it will all come about in this
century. Either complete destruction or world-wide rule. Make your choice now!

JERRY POURNELLE Re: Phil Kohn's concern about the beknighted heathen of
B2-1210 Spain. I should have thought that Art Hayes was exactly
AEROSPACE CORPORATION right—it is not the proper subject of the Directorate to
SAN BERNADINO, CALIF. worry a@bout the effects, if 8ny, on the recipient of N3F ma-
terials, so long as the recipient in question has asked for
it. Furthermore, although I am not so well informed about Spanish politics as some
experts among us, I have been given to understand that the major concern of the Gov-
ernment (is it proverly called a Regency, Dr. Dupla, or is Generalissimo Franco Chief
of State in his own right?) was the preservation of peace and order, and the preven-—
tion of & renewal of the Civil War. The means chosen to accomplish this end are not
those which would have been chosen by the older English states, nor are they now ag
severe &s those chosen by some of the newer English succession states such s Ghana.
I had been given to understand that dissemination of material which is defined a8 sub—
versive by the relevent authority was considered criminal, and that in order to make
prosecution more effective, possession of such material was also mede a crime, much
&s possession of narcotics is & crime in the US; but thet there was no general persecu-
tion of other-wise law-abiding citizens (citizens or subjects-—which would it be, in
the case of a Monarchy with a vecant throne?) Perhaps I am wrong, but I doubt very
seriously if Dr. Duple is in any denger, no metter how inflemmatory and anti-Franco
meterial might be in N3F publications (and I am not sure I recall very many such ar-
ticles recently) until and unless he chooses to circulate such material to others.

For
that matter, should we drop Illinois from the list of places which are OK to have mem—
bers from? I recall that in Illinois a group was prosecuted not long ago under a
state statute which makes it a criminal offense to circulate literature which dispara-
ges or defames any racial group. One prosecution was instituted against an anthropo-
logical revort. Thus, if someone wrote an article or letter claiming that, say, Bush~

but include merely as an example) and an Illinois fan showed this to someone else, why
N3F has contributed to breaking the law., To protect those fans, perhaps we should
quietly drop them from membership. (Illinois residents méy now protest there is no
such statute. I don't know; there used to be one and, given time, I cean dig up the
case citation.)

Then there is the problem of the list of countries which are defined
&s Totalitarian. I em afraid that I cannot accept Mr. Kohn's list as it stands. Not
only do I have a few grave doubts about the inclusion of Portugal--which certainly is
no democracy, but which m2y not be totalitarian; depending on both your definition end
your source of informetion, and possibly, which Province of Portugal you are speeking
of-~but I am sure that, given RSA, Portugel end Snein as examples there sught to be

other countries included. p
The Republic of South Africe, for all that its practices de-

part enormously from those to which we in the Anglican tradition are 8ccustomed, has
not seen fit to jeil its Chief Justice for acquitting peoole and then to jail those
8cquitted anyway--something which Osegyefo ordered recently in Ghana. Even Mr. Kohn's
Israel may be susceptible to the Addressat Unbekannt method in reverse; I suspect that
he might be at least a little unconfortable if we started sending him G.L.K. Smith's
stuf'f; or American Nazi Material.

No, since Dr. Dupla has chosen to join & bunch of
screwballs like N3F, he like all the rest of us will have to take his chances on the
discretion and common sense of the membership, or else cancel. I certainly want nn
part of refusing & man membership "for his own good." ((Jerry continues that he doubts

That_the security agencies are concerned with such orgenizations as N3F; that when he
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IDA TPE Please put & PS at the bottom of my letter telling the readers to ignore the
letter in the Merch TB. 30 meny things have chenged that the material is no

longer of any use. ((This is the only_pgpgsrjetter is this issue.))

— e - — — — — e a— — —— — — — — —

JEFF COLE . I'm wondering how eny person could call STRANGER IN A STRANGE
932 N. KENNETH LAND blasphemous. It seems to me that Eric Blake is just looking
CHICAGO, ILL. for things to label as blasphemy. I den't know how many Christ—
60641 lans he knows thet regard SIASL the same way he does, but most of

_ the people I know who have read it, think of it as an excellent
book. ((Ah, but are they Christiens?)) Perhaps Mr. Blake could explain why the book
won the ﬁhgb.-He goes on to recommend SAVAGE PELLUCIDAR for & Huga. In wy opinion
ERB was one of the worst sf writers that ever lived.((gp_wzqﬁq_ﬁgniqg_L_Eqi gf)) To
compare ERB to Heinlein does & gross injustice to Heinlein. :
What's the big stink over
FANDOM FOR STF FANS? When joining the NFFF I thought the whole club was based on stf
and when I learned I was wrong it didn't bother me too much. Most people have other
interests besides SF and if anyone wants discussions of SF why don't they start them
themselves. ((An_excellent_suggestion.))

; I've been gefia for almost a year but if
anyone wants to write to & lh-year-old willing to discuss anything--stert writing.

ANN CHAMBERLAIN Would like to offer some words of comfort to Eric Blake—
2440 WEST PICO BLVD many Ohristiens are fens, end so are egnostics end atheists, but
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. this club is obviously neither one...wo do not want such contro-
90006 - versies discussed here—do we? ((See editoriml)) Still, each can
; be attracted to their own likes, &nd stéy within their own
realms, except to discuss today's SF, or compare it with SF of the past or futurs.
Science Fiction end Fantasy is a big enough subject to hold most people if they really
consider it. There is room for imegininga—<which is also an art of thinking—the corn-
y end the uncorny must meet and learn...they do not heighten themselves by simply
oriticising wildly, Helpful criticism is unbiased, isn't it? To learn to put the
imegination to practicel use, and add to real beauty at least in wour World of SF/F
-«.8hould be something to shoot &t, 22 :

DR. ANTONIO DUPLA . Phil Kohn in two letters, one to past editor Art Héyes and an-
po M8 AGUSTIN, 9 other to the President, the Directorate and Membership, gives an
ZARAGOZA ,” SPAIN ~ alarm cry to my presence, asg a Spanish subject, in the N3F roster

. (for the third year). And this for two reasonss 1, the neces-
sity for ell members to restrain their free orinions on some themes they mey happen
to have in mind, but meinly on Spain and its totalitarian government in order to 2,
avold any denger to my person that I risk if #L is not fulfilled. -
g : I must thank Phil
and I do it very sincerely, but really the matter is not so grave, I have got many
fanzines, of which there have been many far more outspoken about totalitarianism
then the N3F publications and none has ever heen opened. In fact, I am surprised
when I read thet the U.S, Post Office intervenes upon the content of something sent
through its chains. Thaet, to examin® literature (or motion picures, etc.) and re-
move or prohibit enything considered unsuitable, is for me-—and ‘/ebster-—censorship..
I know this is going a bit far off the reality in order to reinforce the ergument
which is that, as far.as I am concerned, I don't know who cares less: the government
for me or I for it. o ] :

£ To remove me from the N3F is a privilege of. the Directorate but
if they choose not to follow your suggestion, please don't overworry yourself. If
someone calls at my door at 3 am, in all probability it will be for some profession-
al reason. : :
And, as I am.isincerely convince that your motives are due to pure good
will, permit me in correspondence to give you a medical opinions. a&s you did, if you
@?va an infected. tooth, go to the Dentist and, by ell meens, let Dianetics agide,
\{Dr_Dupla scores ebout six points. Very good, Antonio, very good.))
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ERIC BLAKE SVl members of the NFFF have taken stands in opvosition to
P. 0. Box 26, censorship, It is currently fashioneble to oppnose censorship in
JAMAICA 31, N.Y. the abstract without sleting what the alternatives are. But what

are the alternatives? ((Ignorance, Tyranny, Slavery.)) It is unfor-
tunate but true thet books and magazines exist which promote subversion, pornography,
and blagphemy. These books are capable of perverting the minds of the young or weak.,
(For example, Lee Harvey Oswald said himself that it was reading books by Karl Marx
that caused him to become a Marxist.) If these books are permitted to circulate, it
is equivalent to saying thet subwersion, pornography, and blesphemy are good and pro-
fitable things. ((Profitable, anywey. ))

This being the case, it follows that some
authority must prevent the circulation of morally harmful literature, just as the gov-
ernment prevents the circulation of poigon in food and drugs. I agree with Felice
Rolfe that the more mature and responsible members of a community must do this job to
protect the young, the weals, and those who, while of full yeérs, are immature and in-
capable or unwilling to resist the effects of harmful literature. These responsible
persons I see as local religious leaders, other community leaders, teachers, etc., It
is their responsibility to warn parents of the publication of filth and subversion,
and to keep it from spreading through a communrity. And they wust have, in this work,
more protection from the courts than they are getting now. ((As & mature and respon-
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If Valentine Smith was the "hero" of "Stranger In a Strange
Land", it is only because the world "hero" has been re-defined, Perhaps it would be
better to cell him the "principal character” rather then the "hero." I use the word
"hero" in its original Sénse--an uncommon men, sumerior in his physical and moral
strength, end a fit model for others to follow. This description fits the heroes in
the works of Rider Heggard, E.R. Burroughs, and EE Smith--yes, and in the "Buck Rogers"
stories, which have been unfairly meligned.

Phil Castora says that "obscenity is in
the eye of the beholder". This sort of moral relativism is & denial of any standards
of conduct, and is at best irresponsible and at worst criminal. ((ANY standards of
conduct?)) One men, who can look at & "Fanny Hill" or a "Tropic of—bghzé;“-hﬁﬁ_éE}H}I
8ee nothing obscene or immoral" cannot gset himself up es an authority and contradict
& morality 20 centuries old and founded on Holy Scripture. ((EGE,EdEﬁE?ERL-)) And the
books I have cited are not one-tenth as bad of some of the books and pictures thet I
have ‘seen in foreign countries, which would flood this country if the bars were let
down. ((¥hy Eric, you old rescel, been_pecking, eh?))

Phil Kohn has quite a bit of
gall, to write from Israel and demend that no "residents of totalitarian countries" be
edmitted to NFFF. Israel was founded on totalitarian oppression of the Arah peoples
of Pelestine. And if Kohn lumps together the staunchly enti-communist netions of
Spain, Portugael, and Paraguey with the copmunists es "totalitarian", he is scérocely
qualified to say what totalitarianism is. Particulerly sincéd Israel is the only coun-
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Why shouldn't the NFFF officially bar
communists? ((See editorial.)) I'm not ashamed to say I'm an anti-communist. Are any

other members? ({é}hzégéfi;;sgy_thex'Lq_agtifgogmgnisﬁz_‘L'E anti-communist. I'm an-
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CREATH THORNE The lateness of the last issues of TB point out that the rotating

RR 4, editorship could be improved. One thought would be to have a differ-
SAVANNAH, MO. ent editor for each 1lssue but a permanent pgblisher, prefera?ly one
64485 with an offset printer who would take care of all the mechanics of

the job. The editor would receive the letters, type them up with ap-
propriate comments and send the whole thing on to the publisher. The only problem I
see im finding someone who would do the job. If WWWN does it for TNFF, why not some-
one for TB? ((Getting editors is no problem. 1It's_getting pubbers thet is_rough.))
Again some true-blue SF fans are complaining that fens don't pay enough atten-
tion to SF. Might I point out that everyone hes their own tastes? Fandom has gone
far beyond the old letter columns in the pulps where the fans debated the merits of

— S — e Gy otm e owm e iy ¥ amm e e o . — i —— ——

Somebody has mentioned the ri-
diculous idea of older fans "adopting" newer fans to guide them along the ways of fan-
dom. Consider that there are several neofans who don't want to be "adopted" and get
along very well on their own. There are mény places in this club where a neo can find
help, There are several people on the Welcommittee who would be happy to answer any
questions the neo haa., 'Yhen & neo enters fandom he wishes to be accevted as an equal.
This rather patronizing idea would not create this image at all. ((Bravo. Now if

— i — — p— — —

Bomeone will wake up_the Welcommittee...)) We should quit worrying about whether the

neo is treated fair or not, just meke it a good club with good bureaus that are ac-
cessible to all and let the neos rarticipate the same as everyone else. Thet way if
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GRACE COX I don't know why I'm in fandom and I don't care much, but I urge
225 NELSON BLVD all so-minded Neffers to re-examine their motives for entering the
DECATUR, ILL. club. I had three reasons that haven't changed in the 10 or 11

months since I Joinedt I like the ma jority of SF, finances weren't
too cramped, and N3F sounded interesting.

Ken has a wonderful point--the only way to
judge a book is to read it from pége 1 to THE END. Don't stop after the lst chapter
either. I tried that once, with WAR AND FEACE; it was two years before I read the
rest and changed my ideas. (Didn't think much of the whole thing, but that's beside
the point,

tion shows the fundamental immeturity of the majority of humankind. Censorable mater—
ial almost always comes from someone who is essentially immature, and our immeture
curiosity combined with censorship leads to the behavior which characterized the Pro-
hibition Era. ((Smid_behevior being??)) Since we are, actually, that way, judicious

If an edoption bureau or whatever is established ((I hope not))
pleese give some attention to the yearlings wo weren't around to be grabbed at once.
And although affiliation with the Welcommittee might be the simplest thing, some more
stable membership should be established if this is accomplished.

Eric Bleke: since SF
is obviously not to your teste in these "enlightened days" why not read a piece of sa-
tiric fantasy? Especially SCREWTAFE LETTERS by C.S. Lewis? (Everybody should read this
I think, but Mr, Blake seems to need it.)((Also_recommend Twain's LETTERS FROM EARTH))

PAUL GILSTER No metter what you say, Ken Krueger, I shall always maintain that

42 GODWIN LANE science will never catch up with science fiction. You prove not a

ST LOUIS, MO. thing when you state that was science fiction a few years ago is now
63124 science fact., Of course, this is true. There are some things in yes-

terday's SF that indeed are fact today, but by end large SF will al-
ways remain one step ahead of science. As contemnorery science advances, so does SF,
As some new scientific breakthrough is made, SF can build on the foundations of tit
~]2<



breakthrough to picture even more fantastic things. I doubt the day will ever come

When scjence catches up with science fiction. '
I wish I knew what Mr Blake is trying

to prove with his letter. Is he for real? It would appear so. I for one would krow
how a Christian feels about STRANGER IN A STRAIGE LAND, since I am a Christian. I
know meny fans who are. Yet do you see us screeching about the blesphemy of it? Of
course not! Mr Blake reminds me of a Puritan back in the 18th Century or so. Sorry,
Erie, but if you cant take STRANGER without doing flip-flops, SF as a whole isn't

going to do you a bit of good., (€Parl alae millbs Aoad agrees with Dave Patrick al—

Zhough he thinks Dave puts it on a bit think. Paul thinks fannish recoghition should
cowe_frop ability--not etstus. He_signs off plugging Silverberg or Cop-arbottom or
2omebody--oh, yess, Goldwater, for President,

DONALD L. MILLER Science Fiction can be an expensive and time consuming hob-
4314 TENTH ST, NE, by. It can also be fun, educational, and intellectually stimu-—
AASHINGTON, D.C. leting. I have found that the majority of fen have & wide range
20017 of interests, a thirst for knowledge, and are always on the look-

- out for activities which are both recreational and stimulating.

One of the activities towards which many fen often turn is the playing of board
games--which parallels SF ag = hobby in that it, too, cen be expensive and time con-
suming, but is also & greaet deal of fun, can be very educational, and is, I believe,

the most stimulating of all forms of mental recreation,
It hes been suggested that

a "Games Bureau" be started in the N3F. I would be very much interested in seeing
such & Bureau get started and in Chairmening such & Bureeu. I have been studying, col-
lecting, reviving, revising, and inventing board games since I was old enough to lift
& chess piece., I won't ‘go into details concerning the operation of such a Bureau--the
NFF is the place for that--—but instruction and guidance would be furnished by the

. . Two forseeable problems might be a loss of interest

fmong those players who experience & few losses before they gain the skill necessary

to win and the time interval between moves in playing by mail. The first is not too

big & problem and I believe we can overcome the second by imposing & time 1imit on

moves., :

The chief purpose of this letter is to ascertain the extent of interesﬁ in such

8 Bureau and possibly translate some potentiazl interest into active interest. With

both goals in mind I'11 outline 8 few games in the Bureau's repertory:

Jotan: I should think no explanation would be necessary.

Go: & Japanese version of draughts. An easy geme to learn to play; a hard one to
learn to play well. - : '

Go-Moku: Japanese tic-tac-toe. Not too difficult but & lot of fun and with three or
four players can be exciting. :

Tablut: simple, rapid, and skillfyl. A game of ancient lapland.

Hnefatfl: an ancient Sexon géme and the "granddeddy"of Tablut.

Heshami-Shogi: (16 mwen per side version) & simple, rapid Japanese game.

The Jungle Geme: An amusing, popular, and simple Chinese game which can be difficult
between evenly matched oprponents.

Nine-men's Morris: the most widely played game in the world, played in oné form or an—
other by almost every culture on Earth. Seemingly simple but often difficult.

Reimu-Raimu: a Malaysian game which, to people to whom I have taught it, has become
the symbol of frustration. Simple in concention but with many, mweny surprises.

Shogi: One of the most difficult and fescinating games I know of. N

Kianggi: the chinese version of chess, Interesting. end unique with'different pieces.
A wide open offensive game.

Wari: A game completely unlike anything played in the Western World or the Orient.
Played extensively on the Africen Gold Coast and can attain a gkill level of cheas.

An arithmetical game. - ; SR ;



I could go on for pages listing game after game ((and he did)) including such
as the Naval War Games, the Avalong Hill femily of games, chess and the entire family
of fairy chess games, Rythomomachy (the most difficult geme ever invented), etc.,etc.

I would like to hear from any of the N3F members interested in the formation of
8 gPmes bureau. Remember that we would like to have you even if you have never
played a board game in your life, as long @&s you have a reasonable degree of patience
8 certain amount of tenacity, an interest in learning something new and a desire for
intellectual stimulation. In other words: YOU! If you have any ideas of your own
on how the Bureau might operate, or know of any unusuel gemes please elaborate in
your letters. And please write directly to me, rather than to TIGHTBEAM. ((;'vq_

ANDREW J. OFFUTT The TB schedule's such a blanked-up mess I have no idea if I'm
BOX 115 Wpiting, ‘tie. 25,726,707 o "ol T heve “tuio 24's lying before me;
MOREHEAD, KY. one is apparently the real 24 (it just stood up); the other is
40551 mostly written by Phil Kohn, proving that John Birch exists el-

sewhere than in these United States.
e The attached letter to Ken
Krueger is sent to you for publication in TB since it really isn't » personal netter,
but & public one. ((Herewith e letter dtd 8 June_to Ken Krueger))
Ken Krueger,
I've just recently received two TIGHTBEAMS; both numbered 24, Great
stuff! Now there's really something new to controverse about! '

. I read what remained of
my letter &nd then reread my carbon of the letter I sent. Look, I've been paid for
writing and never saw & story hit the magezine's pages as written. As a matter of
fact, each time BLACK3YWORD is reprinted it's cut a bit more, end one more time will
reduce it to a synopsis. That's what an editor's for.

Within limits. He ISN'T to
decide what we're going to talk ahout, whose previously-published comments are going
to be answered or remein unanswered, whose idiocy is going to be printed or slaghed
to unrecognizeable ribbons, who's intelligent and who isn't, and rather finally,
what's going to be discussed in TB. Religion and censorship are being discussed ;they
have been. This fella Blake's a bit off, as witness his latest letter in (your) #24
(I'm afraid you're wrong. The carefully tied-in symbolism in STRANGER's too obvious
and Heinlein's too intelligent and clever, for it not to have been intended. He cer-
tainly isn't first, anyhow; the Christ story is borrowed from Mithra and Buddhe; many
authorities believe Mithra is borrowed from Buddha; and many feel Buddha's borrowed
from something still further back,

He doesn't, to use a common phrase, know what the
hell he's talking about.

You refer to me glowingly, use the word "gem" and express
the hope I'11 write agein: aovreciated, But you can bet I won't. Not when you're
editing., Not when your idea of editing is to destroy the intelligent part of the let-
ter, quote fragments, and finally quote two or three times out of context. T object.
When a subject is under_discussion, I cannot countenance your—--or anyone else'g-~-de—
ciding the discussion's over and refusing to print that part of the discussion which
is based on reason and fact and scholarship in answer to that which is based on sick-
ness and mysticism. ((Ah, so. _End of letter to Ken Krueger.))
extreme censorship ien't basged purely on egotism(I'm honest enough to admit thet's al-
ways involved). ((Un-huh)) It merely seems to me that Krueger "menaged the news" in |
TB 24, cutting what he wanted to cut and printing what he wanted to print, including
more idiocy from Eric Blake, regardless of general interest. In doing so, he cut
some 80 lines of my letter and printed 33 along with another 14 lines of his own com-

My belief is that the sole raison d'etre for TB is that of printing letters. I
believe that when a letter is printed, meking statements or taking a stand, that same
=y [T



purpose of TB automatically commands and guarantees the printing of a reply, stating

opposing stands...particularly if real honest-to-Mithra evidence is presented.
ot ' S : Now

when & Pella has his letter cut he naturally raises hell. I Know ell about that. I
feel this is different, and won't accept an "Ch, hell, he's po'ed 'cause we cut his
letter" sloughoff. At the risk of sounding welodrametic, I believe there's & larger
issue, more at stake, here than thet. :

: Now Phil Kohn has published two long letters
stating his beliefs and teking & stand. Some agree. Some disagree. I'll respect
any man for having the guts to teke a stand, if he has & fact-founded reason, but
thet doesn't mean I egree. But I don't know whether to try to answer Kohn's letter
or not; the "editor" may arbitrarily -decide against publishing my letter on sone
“grounds or other. ((Oh, hell, you're po'ed 'cause Krueger cut your letter. Serious-
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 keep_from going oo far in the holo.  Scream censomiip if you wish but_you try to _

put this out for 12¢ 2 caopy and see how you feel about it ihgn;)j
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GEORGE FERGUS . , . - 'Goncerning -éenshorship: It seems to me that deliberate suppres-—
3825 W. 160TH ST. sion of facts or ideas from people is inexcusable, oxcept when
CLEVELAND, OHIO .. such people inteénd to use the knowledge they gain to physically
44111 ‘ harm others as inwar time. {(Directorate take ncte.)) Ideas can

: P . harm no one. ‘& child or other pergon not able to judge for him-
self can teke the advice of .other preonle on ideas to wiich he has been exposed. Ob—
scenity or immorality is solely'in the eye 67 the behnlier, 2s no absolute moral code
has.yetzbeén_discovered. I don't''s=ze how &ny perascn cdpn prasume to order other peo-
ple who have no harmful intent &s fo wiat they n27 noil see and read. I'm not sure
what Len Bailes means by .censorsiip beliag necessdary o keep the public from panicking,
If my government has .done something so ta:~itic da %o produce .panic, I'd certainly .
like to know about it. ((It probatly has andyou won't.))

- 5 _ oS i Concerning books and Fugos:
originally I had intended to vote for JAY STATION as the best novel of '63, but even-
tually I came to the reslization that the plot wasn't much good--it was just the in-
teresting experiences of ‘the hero told in Simek's sentimental style that drew me. I
took a look at DUNE WORLD. Although it started slowly, the story picked up and be-
came quite exciting. Then the ending ruined ‘the whole thing. I'migoing to start a lea-
gue of fans in protest of & book ending wherein the hero turns: into a superman or
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i TRy , TN S L e, "'That leaves GLORY
ROAD and WITCH YORLD. Both are fantasy in tone€, although technically science-fiction.
- The mén who wrate such books s PUPPET - MASTERS ‘wastes himself in 111-disguised preach-
ing while his bumbling hero,’ tao keep the story“mdving,-fights e few token battles in

the compeny of two close-mouthed know-it-alls Wwho won't enlighten him or the reader

&s to what is going on.:'Je all know Heinlasin can write better stuff.
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e T Tirst read WITCH WORLD I was irritated by the seemingly arbitrary way in which
Mioe NOrCew wiidnued the witches of Estecerp with-various magical powers so that no ree-
der could have any idea what their exact abilities were. However, the book's sequ?l
hes enlarged my view of the situation. Therefore I have decided that WITCH WORLD is
the best choice for the novel award. It's about time Andre Norton won & Hugo, too.
The way her novels are going now, there will soon be too much wild megic in them for

T L e = R e et ——.......—--._———.—.—.-.-—.-——--——-——-——-—

story?))

GIL LAMONT NORM METCALF: 'Well, what do you want? Strict rules re member-
1970 MASTERS ship qualifications? Diversity, or variety is the 8pice of 1life

CHRISTILLA HTS and the spice of fandom. T don't see why someone can't be a fan,
BELOIT, WISC. a trufan, a fasan, & hunk of deadwood if they don't want to. How

53511 did the non-fens get into fandom in the first place?

Quite a while
ago I wrote you requesting info and rembership with the Collector's Bureau. I'd like
to know what it's all about before I join, but T'did request membership anyway.

Blame yourself. ((Various members have indicated that they have written to_various
Bureau headsg requesting info on this or thet and never received answWwers. Hell of a

_._.._.._....—._-——-_._.—.._L—.._—-...—.-—_.-.._.-_.._-_.-_—-.._H_..-—
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ROBERT COULSON: Add my
néme to those who don't think the British prozines are the best. The novels were
dull, the stories were too, and the only redeeming feature was a few of the guest
editorials,

DAVE LOCKE: SF is a gimmick? So are detective stories. So is flight.
So is TV. So is Deve Locke. You seem to think SF is a pegsing fad. It's not. It's
8 framework for stories of virtually any other literary field and a few stories of
its own..
ERIC BLAKE: Cor, now we've got & religious fanatic! ((Helps to balance

our anti-religious_fanaticg)) Well, treading dantily past all the capitalized sludge,
I seem to get the idea that Mr. Blake can't bear to see what he'dq call "blasphemy".

I immediately classify him as a Conservative, highly devout something-or-other, and
more likely than not, in favor of Censorship. ((You win a ciger.)) My Ghu, Mr. Blake,
you seem to think that you, as part of a minority group {you must be--after all,
STRANGER won) should be allowed to dictate over the final choice of the Hugo recipi-
ent. STRANGER won because it presents some good, modern ideas about this thing cal-
led religion, and throws in theories. ((§TBA§G§R_wgn_bgcggge_Hgiglgﬁg wrote it.)) Be-
cause they don't agree with your ideas; you imediately squeal "blasphemy"; 1t shocks
you, revels you. And you can't conceive of people brosd-pinded enough to accept any
number of theories on the surrewe father-image, a god, before picking that which

they think best. ((Preacher at Pearly Gates: "What's cod like?" St Peter: "Well,

She's black...!)) Yes, ‘T claim to he &p athelst and I ap decidedly against anyone who
has to preach to all of us who have been "led astray",

KEN KRUEGER: Your method for
determing how well you like a books is 8bsolutely the best. But if Yyou don't judge

& book by its cover, how did you judge NEW JORLDS by its?
|

FELICE ROLFE Having started a collection of ASF and various other zines, I find
1360 EMERSON I'm Jlist w0t "the ol loethl tyre. (I'm wore the anti-collector type)
PALO ALTO, So I have ASF3s, a counle years of F&SF, and several bathces of other

CALIF. 94301 zines to dispose of. THE ASFs are all later then 1942 and I'11 pe

e K, e —_—— _...___-_.._.--.—.._—..__-.,.__._...__._—.._

NED BROOKS Krueger says in his #24 that he gent you the part of my letter about Dr

ladonko's ESP experiment. The grévhs I made for the letter about ESP
would have been easy if Krueger could have gotten the offset issue out. I guess you
cén handle them OK. ((Probably could have but they never showed up here. ))

B s . s o e - b TN e e e |, et . b
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RICHIE BENYO KEN KRUEGER: Ya know fen, er,fir. drusger (after sll, I correy

118 LOUTH ST., with your daughter now, so I'd better show respect), you aren't
JIM THORPE, FA,, gonna like this, but vou remind me of me, in re your humor. Yes,
18229 - you are funny in a funny sort of way. That's a good way to be fun-

ny, I suppose. Can't think of too many other ways to be funny,
can you?

This will actuelly have you in convulsions. I wrote to & certain pro, and
when I heard from Kathy, I thought that it was from his daughter answering my inquiry
if she would like to correy, so if Kathy asks you if you've been writing on the side
don't get too confused. Honestly, I thought Philip Jose Farmer weas your penname.
Chuckle? Don't ask me to explain--it hes me confused beyond words.

But for the la-
test from Krueger's Cupid Club, Kathy and I've exchenged one letter, we have the same
birthdays, and we both like Payl McCarthy. More in the next installment in the next
issue. (((Sheesh. Now Franson will heve to esteblish an introduction bureay or some

such. NJF_Lonely Heerts Devt.  Put Ken Krueger in chargs, Don.))
LEN BAILES DAVE PATRICK: Let me see if I've got you straight. You say
1729 LANSDALE DR. Fandom's chief problem is thet it is cliquish; those outside the
CHARLOTTE, N. C. clique can't get in and those inside want to m2intain the status
quo; thet these conditions turn away potentially valuable teen-

8gers. I'll go along with that. But your next paragraph...sounds like you've got
delusions of granduer coupled with & Tew less savory things. I suspect you don't re-
ally mean what you say. Fendom isn't a contest and I don't regard myself as a com-
batant. ((You will)) Did it ever oceur o you that most fans don't want your super—
cool new fandom? As for the door being closed to the novice--I think this is a very
good thing. One of the worst trends which has sprovted in 20th Century America is
this business of "I'm here! I'm as good 23 you...better, even!" Experience ic s+ill
8 pretty good teacher and judgement as to your right to be included in the .confiien—
cds of intimate groups still rests on their aporisal of your worth--not ysur acvmini-
gal, :

I have never been refused entrance into a circle or been snubbed. I'cig I've nome
into contact with have been courteous and kind and heve aider me in Finding w
perticyler niche. I've said a few fuggheaded things but when this has hernrened I've
been told "This is an asinine statement (in effect)" never, "You ars asinipe and un-
fit." Aren't you generalizing from "They don't vay attention 4o me" to "They don't
pey attention to us"? :

. NORM METCALF; Most past attempts at a good sercon sfzine have
failed due to it either being & first issue of a Goshwow zine edited by J. Neophan or
else the editor made the mistalke of circuleting it through fandom and it was soon
sidetracked into Politics, Fasaanishness, and other things. :

My idea is to circulate =&
mag devoted to sf and sf discussion, not to fans, but to other stfnal tyoes (with some
overlapoing into fandom, of course). The problem is finding out who these types are.
Maybe an mpa could be formed Wwith an OE who disallowed non-stfnal material for credit
If you can come up with the people and a good working definition of stfnal stuff to
be allowed for credit something could be done, ((inigely_fgr_the_tngs_ygu_aze_pgn:
Sidering eren't likely to be interested in emateur wublishing:))

I'd like to plug the
Follow-Up Bureau. It's sort of an employment agency. I've gotten fairly good re-
sponse from would-be employees but haven't heard from people who need the workers.
How about you dropping a line or twn this wey if you need volunteers for your various
N3F projecte? ((How about the follow-un bureau getting with the Welcommittee and fol—

.__.._......._._...—...__.—._‘,...—___.-_._.._ YT P b Sl . — ot (s ) T o i ey e

lpﬂig&Fqg on_the new members? How about the Tglgogmitiee EQE@EH&:RQEY_QB its Jjob,to0?
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TIGHTBEAM 27: Edited by Lee.and Ira Riddle. Send letters to Ira Riddle, 617 Shue

Drive, Newark, Delaware, 19711. Get them there before 15 August 1964. Good Ghod,

Lee, it don't seem possible that Ira is now old enough %o tackle an issue of TB.

Yhere do the years go? Has it been that long since our San Francisco-Alameda days?
_ Sz



RICHARD BRZUSTOYICZ JR The Art Hayes TB #24: Forgiveably nothing much of in-
366 CAKDALE DRIVE terest here. A little nastiness re National Guardian
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14618 Wwhich strikes we as being rather immature. And a re?undan~
cy from Phil Kohn, and a few Provocations by Alma Hill and

Ida Ipe...nothing much.

The Ken Krueger TB #24. Bigger, understandably. Blake and
Offut and all the others in the religion bit: we have here pro-religion and anti-
religion, Can anyone come up with a-religion? Most people aren't religious (the
way the word is properly used) anymore &nyway--not about things that are tradit?on—
8lly religious topics anyway. ((1'a probably have done us all a service by tossing
out 811 references to the religious argument in this issue. —I% goes round and round

Dave Patrick
seems quite upset over the way things are in fandom. Not having been near it too
long, I wouldn't know for sure, (does anyone?), but it would seem impossible to
8void cliques in fandom. Fandom is 80 uncentralized that it would seem impossible
to avoid forming relatively small ingroups. And no matter how long & person is in
fandom, I doubt that he could éver understand it all,..too much hidden hanky-panky.
((Don't try to understand it--just_enjoy it. Itls a ball.))

Dave Locke: +the sf in
8 story makes for & stricter form in some ways and a freer form in others. Each sf
story is done with a certain form: ite excellence devends on how well the author
uses the form, and the eéxperiences he is trying to communicate. It is not the gim-
mick which is most important, but rather the way in'which the gimmick is used to
help communicete.

Eric Blake: when first I read STRANGRR I wasn't much on noticing
parallels. Nor, evidently, have many of the people who have read it. But now that
you mention it, there are connections. Wlere they intentional? Iho knows? Leslie
Fiedler? ((Who knows Leslie Fiedler?)) While STRANGER may have been to you a blag-
phemous novel (and T personally, think techmical improvements could have been madse)
I still think it was better than what ERR I've read. And, by the way, there is no-
thing "sick" in purposelessness--unless, instead of facing it and solving the prob-
lem the experience Poses, & person ignores it and tries to regurn to the good old
pre-adoleacent days when everything was fine-and-dandy and the Bad Guy always Got It.
ERB's heroes never struck me as being superior in every fiber of their being--they
never seemed much 1like people. No sense of here-is-e-person; instead it was here-is-
a~gadgets what fun.

I heve read ALL THE COLORS OF DARKNESS. I enjoyed it but (and
this has bothered me a great deal) why did the guthor have to do what he did to that
wonderful dream of looking down at the earth from the moon? He could have made it in-
to & wonderfully symbolic support....((éog;ing DOWN _at the Earth from the moon??))

ROD FRYE This is for TB, a weird sort of way to communicate to a lot of
8 SURRY COURT people to whom I have owed letters for some time, and not of gen—
HAMPTON, VA. eral interest. TI'll lceep it short if you'll print it. (I am a mem-
23369 ber of N3f. At least, I paid the dues, received ONE welcome let—

ter, and a few zines.)
Bob Coulson: You don't really want to be an
ad man. ((No, he wants to be an old grouch)) Just the agencies in this area (large,

but small compared to NY IA etc) have their hands full just trying to keep ahead of
the next agency, not counting trying to promote their clients. ((Hell, nhe is an old

T T e e e e ke, gt S Md

g:gqghL)) Related fields (ad selling as onnnged 4o buying) is even worse. C&ot asg

________ )) I Know. Feople can find more reasons NOT to advertise then
one can think of the convince them they should. ((But an old grouch nevertheless.))

Endless chain. The fan-news-thing I mentioned wag premature, (zbld G

Art Hayes: Thanks for writing after my four years gafia--seems I eam still in i
&nd will be for some time. ((Hogdgr_wbgz_gagcg hig_go_gzogchyz}) Your views on tle

zine are sound. As a fan accustomed to mimeo, ditto, etc, repro would naturally take
~18<



& lesser place in your mind (and probably most true fans and related types) but to
me, accustomed to first class offset, I can't as yet brismg myself to it, I seem
to be thinking more in terms of a literary megezine now anyway.  Fannews is for the
birds. As for PROVING ones self in fanzines, ss both you and Bjo stress so much, I
have always felt that if an editor publishes what he thinks and feels personally and
makes it fairly interesting, he hss & good fanzine. Fans shouldn't have to prove any-
thing to- each other-—-just be mutually cordial.. 3 : 3
' ' Seth Johnson:. It seems that an indi-
vidual can't think anymore in modern times without encrouching on somebody elses
ideas of what persons should or should not think. I am 1000% for free thought and
- exchange -of ‘ideas, I think a person should g9 OUT OF ‘THEIR WAY to collect and read
extremist literature whether it is far right, far left, far up, way down, waey out,

. or just wild. A person does not have to advocete the ideas he reads about. Remem—
ber this: DON'T DO ANYTHING IN FANDOM WITHOUT ASKING PERMISSION, THEY'LL THROW YOU
OUTy BY GEORGE!((Yeah, and Ehgy_ﬁbrgy_ﬁgoggg out & couple of years 8go.)) The letter-

head bit wes, in Eyfogigign, just an oversight, or a cese of not forseeing all jhe
possible developments. N3F, however, should not officially sponsor any ides, group,
movement, other then their own., But still should allow & free thought exchange to
take place. ((I quite agree on that. Nobody took off on Seth for whet ‘he thinks or

e T e A T g P e Sl B S A g L R =S e i i NP o 2 —_—
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s_gave the impression that he 'represented not_only Seth Johnson

but g_lgo_t’hﬁ_'En_t_'aggib_l_e'_é_rit:i-_‘ti EnEWi ES:N.:F_-.F_-_F;)T ;
: ; .. NFEF in particular: My return

was unjustified. ‘I am no advantage to N3F nor it to me. No harm intended. | That 1is

just the way things ere et present. I hope, out of ny this years' dues, at least

this ONE letter will see print, How @bout it Roy? ((You got ‘about three months
worth.)) P A &
i

IRA LEE RIDDLE A lot of people are worrying about the poor bewildered neofan,
617 SHUE DRIVE It seems that he joins the club to meet neovole interested in SF
NEWARK, DELAWARE 8nd findg only "cliques" of veople, so he forms his own. I
19441 think that this idea ras a lot of bunk in it.

I joined at the
Discon last year. ((Did ¥ou consult with Lee?)) When I got my first INEFF 5 I st

wrote to the Bureau heads asking for info on what they do. I got back letters from
8ll excent Don Frenson. I just got a card from him saying he'd get around to com-
pletely answering my qUsstions sooner or later, ((ig_sgends hia tipge heckling the

rectorate EPE.EhEngie_SEIEPE awake logg_egoggb_iqy:ggg his letters.)) 1t seems
to me that the officers were elscted by us voters ang therefore they,should-take ;
heed of our questions—-and they do so. All a neo need do is write! ((From some of

the letters I've seen this is &n awful strain on some of RO ) T T TR S

My ‘dad and.I are -do-
ing the next TB. Please send all letters to me at 617 SHUE DRIVE, NMNEWARK, DELAWARE,
19711, ((Don't shout!))

If any of you want a rubber stamp with your neme, address,
and the N3F cut on it, I make, sell, curse, etc., them. Price is 3 lines for #1.75.
each extra line 25¢, Regular stamns also available for 25¢ less. Write for type
chart, (Free advt. )((That's what you think,)) SRE :
IRVIN KOCH The Directorate should look into changing the whole set
835 CHATTANOOGA BANK BLDG up for pubbing TB so it will be distributed faster. Maybe
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 37402 8 regular commercial printer could be used. ((Expensive))

Mr. Krueger's method of selecting a book IS the most

reliable but in a bookstore with about 500 different I.F, pbs on the shelf, mine is

It would be nice if the discussion of telepathy and such were broadened to
include empathy also,
Marc Christovher was understating when he said we are now in
the golden age of imaginative fiction. Anyone who has read any of the digest size
. ~19-



prozines will realize that they are, if nothing else, improving.

A.yone who wants
a fanzine that is almost 100% SF should send 50¢ to Hank Luttrell for STARLING. Or
join N'APA and read my mess, IMK. ((Yes, join H'APA. A right good _group. Write to
Fred Patten for details.))

e e e A e e e — —

RICHARD MANN Well, the N3F is up to its old tricks again. Today, 15 days af-
131 BELT RQAD ter the deadline for TB 26, I get two different copies of TB 24
APO 845, from two different editors. Jolly.

NEY YORK, N.Y. I'm not disgusted--just dis-
09845 couraged. If I know Roy Tackett two weeks late is simply too late

to get into the zine for this time. 8o if T don't meke it in time
for TB 26 (or will 'you name this one 24, t00?)((I had given it_some serious thought ))
forward this to the next sucker.

e B T i —— — . — —
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ROY TACKETT And this, old chums--and young ones, too--is about all there is to
the 26th TIGHTBEAM. Once again, my apologies for mutilating your
glorious prose but, as explained earlier, it is a matter of economics. Voice your
complaints to me, don't bother Lee and Ira with them as they'll have enough to do
as it is. Get those letters off to Ira Lee Riddle and remember the deadline is 15
August. And do them a favor--keep your letters short and to the point. Read them
over before you send them and eliminete as much excessive wordage as you cen. Sure,
this is your forum but space is limited end we like to get everybody into the is-
sus. You long winded types ought to join N'APAStfantasy forever! Up the N3F!
First Fandom Is Not Dead (Oops, wrong club). Adios. Athek, you'r a clown and so

long for now.
1auy
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