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Editorial Statement: This issue owes apologies for being at least three
Wweeks late, maybe more.

There, now that I've said it I can defend myself, for it has not been
entirely laziness. I moved to New York, as the above address shows, without
any publishing equioment whatsonever, I still had high hopes, but job- and
epartment-bunting scor diminished them, When I found both, these hopes did
not rise much higher; it soon became very clear thet when one is working, ome
cannot sleep °‘%il noor ané do fanac from nne °til midnight, even if you do
have the facilities to woric withs ;o

My old address is, of course, no longer valid for me, so if you have
been txying to gend ¥HAA44 letters %o me there end think I mey not heve re-
ceived it, send it to the next editor. Unfortunestely, no one has told me
who the next editom is, sc presumebly mail should be sent to Janie Lamb,
Route 1., Box 364, Feliskell, Ternessee; 27754 You should have sent it lest
week, probably,

Thanks tc (r2aen Ms Wolff, who suuplied the art for the cover and the

few fillcs secabtered throughoute Now %o the letters,
; >

BAUL Go HERXART, 25 Palmer Square West, Princeton, N.J., 08540

The question comes up, apparently unrecognized, of whet to do when the
national com ic held cutside the UeSo I put it + his way becasuse if there
is a national & con then it ie always co=incidental with the worldcon and
goes Witk the worldcon « this year to london, e2nd those of us -~ and we are
in the majority = unfortunate enough to be uneble to arrange an overseas
trip must gzt along with nc con at all cn the national scale. Notice this
is not, ths way the British do ite They havs their national convention
whether ¢ not *hey are able to attract the world con, and I presume other
countries that have enough fans to stage a con do the sames Why shouldn't
we?l : -

This is going to get to be a worse situation then it is now if we
don't cowmet it., There are rumors of Japan in '68, Austrie in '69, and
8o fortho Having the worldcon move around is noet wrong; in fact it is
exceedingly proper provided that the grcups thatv take it on axre able to
manage it successfully. Nevertheless, when it does happen it leaves a
vacuun heres

I suppose the way this started is that the navional convention in the
UoS, has always beei called @ woxrld convention. This was very likely true
when at first all the fars, nearly, were in this country. Now it is no
longer true and having the so-called worldcon in the UoS. nine times out of
ten is a piece of provingsialiem o lcngsr fair to fans in other countriese.
Let us cease %rying to dominate fandom in %hig way, at any rate call the
national cons just that, aand when the worldecon 1le coincident recognize the
fact = natvional and worldcon in Clevel=snd in '66 = and when it is not coinci-
dent have the ne%ional convention anyway, so that we can get around among
ourselves evsry year, :

4Anctbher mattex that needs a little discussion is the answer to the ques«



page 2 r menzraw . L #3N

-—--_—---_—-_...-—..-a-—--—_-——-—--——--—-..._ e

tion: What is science fiction? This is commonly believed to be an unanswerable
gquestion; at least a question that it well recognized that everyone will give
e different answere ((Huh?-ede )) But this state.of effairs (a deplorable
state ) exists because the field called science fiction just growed, and when it
grew it included a2 lot of wonderful thingse Strictly the answer to what 18
saisnce fiction is the Gernsback answer. Science fiction is fiction based on
known science, with perhaps reasonable, demonstrable, extrapoletions includede
This is the sort of scienece fiction Gernsback wrote in Ralph 124041+, end it is
the sort of science fiction that Clement writes today. It is the sort of ;
science fiction thet developcs the predictions we're so proud of today. This
is science fiction proper, the only true seience fictione I can imagine a lot
of resders commencing to sputter at this pointe If I 2sk omne of them, then
whet is your definition of science fiction, the answer will be, youknowwhet I
meene. No, I don't, If I probe further there will be meny different opinionse
No one knows what you meen. People don't think consistently on this quest ione
There is an answer, thoughe

Now I am going to offend further, by looking up @ word in the dictiomery
end telling you what I finde THe ‘word is fantasy. The answer is: fancy,. imagi-
nation, product of the imeéginetions I avoid the definitions more properly co-
vered by the slternate spelling, rhantasy, which we use to cover ghost stories
and the likee “here then, is Novo Hecife, where is Barsoom, where did Mission
of Gravity takc place. Respectively in de Camp's imagination, not on Mars but
in Edgar Rice Burrough's imugination; in Clement's imeginzation, all aided by the
verious' imgginations of the readerse what science fiction fan does not have an
imegination? We proceed further then with fantasye

Coleridge says ® - fancy is; indeed, no other then a mode of memory emanci-
peted from the order of time and space - = - must receive all its materials
ready mede from the law of asgociation.® Herbert Reed, in "English Prose Style,*
says, "Fantasy(has) two qualities - = - objectivity and apparent arbitrariness. "
These two. definitions go beyond delineating the boundries of fantasy - they elso
imply whet is good fantesy and what is bade The law of association demands self-
consistancy, surely, objectivity means clearness rather than vagueness, and arbi=
trariness limited by consistancy and objectivity seys that we may go far out, as
far as we wish, as long as we obey the ruless I suppose this is the sort of thing
that the sf fans mezns when he seys he ‘doesn't like fantasy. #nd I agree when the
tale is an overt distortion of folklore. But did you ever realize that "The worm
Ouroboros® end "The Lord of the Rings" are properly feiry stories® Read gives
several exemples of what he considers fantasys: hslice in Wwonderlend, Erewhon, &
Crystel hge, and 1984. In Read's opinion a true fentasy must not have any moral
or implied social criticism as an objectives To him klice has & suppressed baci-
round of culture and sophistication which is objectionables Hs GaWiells, he says,
comes close to pure fentesy in many of his tales, but he frequently errs when he
seceks to provide a scientific explanation as in “The Time Machinee” i

I think we may safely disagree with Keed; depert from his line of thought,
for he does not follow the three definitions of fantasy abovee Wh&et we are left
with is en array of stories with the pure fantasy or the one side - such as *The
Lord of the Rings" - and on the other side oure science fiction - "Ralph 12404 1e ¥
But you can't hang @ rope from these t#o poles end pin every story to it in its
proper placce Rether the volume between the two sides has breadth and depthe
& tale such as "The Dragon Masters* is pretty neer the middle, but where do you
“put- *The Ballad of Lost C'Mell"? Its science is not science end its (pure) fen-
tasy  is ‘not fantasy. It certainly exhibits the extra dimensione #nd the space
opera elong with the ERB tales depert in the direction of the escapist adventure
‘storys i ":'- ;

This is the picture then that "“séience fiction"” must be classified under..

]
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Fantasy is the generic term that coveirs the genib. Cerkainly by definition. But
there are subclassifications: pure fantasy end pure science fiction ere the two
we are femiliar withe The Tarzen type and the Mars type ere two shadings of the
fantasy edventure tale, end so on. But don't say you don't like fantasy: you
wouldn't be reading these pages if you didn'te #4nd don't. say secience fiction,
you know what I mean. That's too broadsidee Teke a little thought and say which
subelassification you're talking aboute Or say fentesye

: . *
HARRIETT KOLCHAK, 2330 Ne Hancock Ste, Philadelphia, Pennpylvania, 19133

I notiece Pat MeNonnell Jr. is & new member of our little group end would
like to welcome hime He seems to be a wide-awzke SF Fane I wonder if he has
read anything Hans Santesson has done yet? There is a new paperback, 50¢ edition,
enthology type book, by Fyremid thet is edited by Hans. It seems to be one of the
few good ones in a long time.

" Greg Wolfords If you write to Franklin Dietz or Mike McInerney, they should
be eble to tell you where you cen get tepes of most enything. ((Frank Dietz,
probably yes, but not Mike Mc Inerneye ~ede ))

I ecn't say I like your prejudice against MeO.He I cut my eye teeth on it
and so did-meny other really good fen. It hes its place in SF. Of course, just
beceuse lLowndes puts out Horror does not mean he's a weirdy eithere On the' con-
trary, both he and his wife are wonderful people. Being impressed by what a mag
says is strietly up to the individuale Where you are not particularly fond of
Iowndes mags, I am.-not very delighted with any of some of the other favoriteses

hs far as lettercols &are concerned, have yo u read any of the few letters
written into some of the mags that do carry then these days? Stupid, aren't
they? : X

To Jack Chalker: The Baltimore convenbion should be as good &s the Mirage
on Ioveceraft. I am sure that anyone who put his money on the line is delighted.
Tharks for everything over the Non-Con and efter that theie c»uld be only one
bid for me for 67e

Ned Brooks: Hie &nd you're right about printing TeBe &8s it 1s nowe ol
hate to have to skip through peges for a continued letter, only to find that I
em getting into the wrong spot after the first two lines or soe It sure can
throw you off the tracke

Hope you'll make the Phila.Con on Nove 13th & lithe ((Hope you made the
the Phillyecon on Nove 13th & 1lthe so-€de ))

J. Sanderas: You should know ebout mistakese Remember the address for the
NonCon? @Quit yelling, what does it ratter if it is Joe or Jim, not as mich as
2223 ingtead of 2330 in an addresss

You're right, of course, no fan wants & steady diet of anything or they
wouldn't-be fene

Jenie Lemb: Let's keep TNFF the way it is an A leave the reviews to other
fanzinese I get too many now and they are so controversial, I still have to
meke up my own minde

If you get TNFF and TB following the same policy, what's the use in heving
both ¢
£ Let me know who's heading the N3F room at Tricon end I'11l aid them where I
cgne I fully expect -to be there you Knowe =

, #*

JOHN KUSSKE, JRe,.522 9th hvee west, klexandria, Minnesota, 56308

I would like to announce that I am & candidate for President of the N3¥e For
a little under a year now I've been wondering why the N3F has been s0 lifeless
and dulle I've been wondering why TNFF has never in that period come out on timsg
I*ve been wondering why few people wrote to T IGHTBESsM. For esbout ten months now
I've been trying to figure out why the number of new members coming into this

r
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group has been steadily declining; I've been wondering why many members of N'hPé&
have been seriously considering seperasting from the N3F.

0f course, there is no simple reason for this serious situation, and I'm not
saying that electing me President will solve the whole messe However, I'm cer-
tain that it will helpe -

The present President secms to regurd the office as being something of a
gemes He enjoys playing with the political espects of his position; he savors
the behind-the-scenes wheellng and dealing; he enjoys the "invisible"” meneuver-
ing. It's obvious that he beliecves in running the N3F for the sake of preserv-
ing the status quo, and any changes are fine.e.sas long as you don't involve him
or the directorate.

I, on the other hend, want the office for the opportunity it w1ll provide
to improve the concept of the N3ke I want to chenge the entire orgenization (if
the directorate will allow me to)e In my opinion the N3F should be an organiza-
tion of use to the memberse It should be & place where the neo will find out
what fendom is and how to go about becoming a part of it; and it should be &
place where the BNF can fen with enjoyment.

Under the present administration the N3F has been neither of these thingse.
The neo no longer has any reason to join the club, and the BNF smirks when even
our name is mentioneds

If elected I will 1) Do my best to meke sure that TNFF comes out on times
2) Try to revive the publications Bureau. 3) Re-establish the good name of the
N3Fe 4) Receive and perhaps act on suggestionse

énother point: On looking at our tressury one discovers that we have a con-
siderable amount of money that is sitting on its hsnds, so to speak, doing no-
thinge I propose to use a portion of this money in some constinctive ways Money
in the bank does nothing to benefit the N3F.

If by some quirk of fate Stan is re-elected and I am defeated I would appre-—
ciate being appointed to teke over some useful bureaue

_Thank youe

R
JbLNES IEWw IS MeELROY, JRe, l4% East Union Ste., Penns Grove, New Jersey, 08069

Ray Bradbury is a poet. He may find the field of science fiction and fankesy
a delightful medium in which he may Yse.function sa e woxnlist of the Space hpo. ¥
but no one could deny that his works were poetrye 4nd I don'k inean poetzy in the
webster's chtlonary sensee I mean the joy, the sadness: the feeling and the
atmosphere that envelopes a reader of his work:

"Beyond the marble amphitheater in darkness and distances, lay little towns
end villas; pools of silver water stood motionless and canals glittered from
horizon to horizone. It was an evening in Summer upon the plecid and temperate
planet Mars. Up and down green wine canals, bozats as delicate as bronze flowers
defted." &nd The Martian Chronicles continued on into greatnesse

who ecould ever pretend to be his peer? I could try with:

“JTackie liked it by the water. Jackie liked to come and sit on the big rock
at the edge of the ocean. Every morning he would come, before dawn broke, and
sit there, and be surrounded by the wet and silky soft and gentle caressing hands
of the summer miste*

Does my piece capture you and hold you?¢ Of course it doesn'te ‘lie could all
try, but no one would ever be able to fully capture an d hold you as Bradbury
doese _

Even though he docsn't consider what he writes to be stf of fantasy (and it
seldom is), why should this fect sway someone to say his stories are not ‘"inter=
estings "¢ This is insinuating that all literature must be oriented in our di-
rection for it to appeal to anyone. If that is so, explain the success of Ellio%
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Beker's 4 Fine Madness, or any of Kerouac's work, or Melvil's, or Clarence Day's,
or Fleming's, etc., etce, ectce
Mr, Bradbury can create. Few people may cleim this distinctione. . His work
is not goode It is mmgnificent. Jo Senders, I think you are wronge
Y

H6HRRY WARNER, JRe, 423 Summit 4venue, Hagerstown, Maryland, 21740

=T T —

Ltfs bcen ebout a year since I lest wrote to Tightbeame Wwhen I wes small, I
used to-stert being @ good boy ebout this far shead of Christmas, and early in=-
fluences bob up unexpectedly in leter lifee /

411 the controversy over restriction of subject matter in Tlghtbeam has come
and gone without mention of one important factor. Even if it is desireable to.
run only letters dealing with fantasy and science fiction, it is gquite diffiecult
these days for reasons that didn't hold good years ago. There is so little com—
mon grounds among even reguler readers of stf and fentesy nowedayse For the
first dozen years or so of fandom, there was so little evailable in this parti-
cular branch of literature that almost everyone could read practically everything
that appearede Then came the deluge of prozines, paperback books, specialty
houses issuing hardcovers, and nobody could keep up with everything but there
were magazines and book publishers and authors whom a@lmost everyone rated as
towering above the herd and therefore reed almost universally throughout fandom:
sstounding, Unknown, later Galaxy; Kuttner, Sturgeon, Heinlein; srkhem Housee
Nowedays, none of the remasining prozines is much better than the remainder, Hein-.
lein .is the only writer whose new works everyone automatically buys and reads,
and even the peperback lines that publish & greet deal of fantasy, like 4ce and
Ballantine, mixed &n enormous &amount of crud with the good stuff. So, when we ,
try to restrict discussions to the stories &nd their au thors and editors, right
away we eacountered the unhappy situation that only a small proportion of the
readers will be familiar with the particular men or story in questions Unless, of !
course, we belebor endlessly the half-dozen safe subjects that everyone ham an
opinion on, like Heinlein's politicael attitude or Campbell's wild brainchildren.

A8 for the stern attitude toward Tightbeem letters that: sound like mailing
commentss It should be obvious, what will happen if me letters are discouraged,

For two or three issues some members will write essays disguised as letters, and
when they get no reaction to them, no discussion of the points they mede, no in=
dicetion of whether other fans like or dislike these ideas, that will be the end
of letters to Tightbeem and ‘the letters that might have gone there will instead
turn up as regular articles in other fanzinese Tightbeam will contein perhaps
four or six pages of advertisements disguised as letters, like a couple in this
issue, nothing moree

My own reaction to bems in the movies is this: either I instantly recognize'
them as disguised humans and find myself unable to suspend disbelief for the .
duration of the film, or I realize that the bems are not real men and then I'am
distracted from the movie until the final eredits because of a natural curiosity
to see if I can figure out how the trickery was accomplished by the special ef~
fects mene - I think that much could be done by suggestion and hints when & bem
is needed in a movie: putting it out of focus and only partly visible in the
foreground as a frame for the remsinder of the scene, allowing its presense to
be known-only by a shedow theat it throws, using the bem in heavily beck-lighted
scenes that give little more then & silhouette to the eye, allowing only &an
elien-looking arm to protrude at the edge of the screen to denote the bem's pre«=
sencee The other night, I sew a television drema based on the Bernadette-Lourdes
histéry thet was far more effective and convincing than the famous Song of
Bernadétte movie, because the tv progrem indicated the appearance of the Virgin
only through ehanging expressions on the girl's face and rapid changes in the
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lighting, while in the Hollywood production you sew trick photographic appear=
ances and disappeerances of a beautiful Virgin.

Clay Hamlin obviously referred to the first paperback that started the great
flood of paperbacks, when he called lost Horizon the pioneer title. That was in
the late 1930's, I believe, at & time when paperback fiction was not generally
distributed in this country, and soon after Pocket Books began those monthly re-
leases other firms begen imiteting the format and we've never since been unable
to buy cheap books at every drug store end supermarket. (I'1l bet that there
aren't meny in NF¥F who can remember, =zs I do, the original .marketing system
through which the sale of Pocket Books was to be increaseds You could have each
month's release of four new paperbacks shipped to your home, you kept as many or
as few as you wanted, returned those you didn't want, and enclosed payment for
those you retainede This lasted only for a short time, undoubtedly ending be-
cause bookkeeping end postal expenses devouring the smell profit margin on the
books, which cost only 25¢ then.) But paperbacks were sold in & smaller way long
before Pocket Books began. Street & Smith had hundreds of titles in & series of
boys' books during the early decades of this century. Leate in the 19th century,
cheap pever-bound editions of popular books were quite widely circulateds Of
course, in Frence the book situation hes always emphasized peper covers for all
new volumes, and only books that: become femous or are likely to be used frequent-
ly for reference purposes are generally sold with hard covers. Englend had peper-
back reprints with seturation circuletion before this mess merket was tepped in
this country. and I imegine thet the early success in that country prompted
Pooket Books to take the plunge hereo

%

TOM SAMESON, ((no return eddress given))

I joined N3F for ore purpose and that is to argue with other fans through
Tightbeeme I want to join FiPi, N'aPh, &Pk 45, SuP3, end I do belong to Khkbi-
»lphe already. Betcha you don't know what KipPh#islphe is, do you? Wwell if you
want to know that had you can write me and I'll tell you. OK? Did any of you
religion critics read "shy I Believe® by wernher Von Braun? If not, do so by
opening the July 18, 1965 copy of P4aR4GDE and clear up some of your doubtse

Richard Benyod do I detect you ranking my third faevorite writer, Bob Hein-
lein® I think he's going up-hill with such bocks as "Glory Road” etce--not
downhill. - :

Seems I heard somewbere that Tightbeam is going to start limiting its materi-
al to just s=f material and if you do “hat enother 162 members will resign ==
have no fear$ :

Where in hell did Dave Ettlin hear the reason Catholics cen't use birth-con=
troll pills wes that they would rather have more Catholics--you believe everything
you hear, Daveo

My views on censorship are that someone must serve as a sort of moral guide
to the average person even though I don't believe they should tell the individual
exactly what to see and what not to see. THis up to the individuel somewhat. &
moral guiding hand isn't a bad idea though since many people can't decide for
themselves. ((The U.3. was founded on the principal that people can decide for
themselves.=-eds ))

In case you're wondering, my type of s-f is Cliff Simek's City and Time Is
The Simplest Thing, Heinlein's Glory Road, Stranger In & Strelege Lond, Dov_lSTe
Sters My favorite story is "5 Trace Of Memory" by Keith ILaumer and one of my
favorite collections of short stories is 4.E. Van Vogt's Destination: Universes
I didn't think "“Casey fgonistes® was so terrific and l-enjoyed "Prise of Peril®
almost-as mich as Ceke I liked Conguest of Barth too.

Now what to talk about -~ How sbout -- "dess men have a soul?” -- hmmm? “The
Ibs?iny of Man"” =- maybed Here's my views on =-- The Destiny of Man ---

]
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#»11 organisms -- plant, enimel, and men -- owe their ultimate origin to
Gode Man is neither altogether enimel, nor altogether rational., &nimality and
Rationality are fused into a single substancial synthesis; man is in all truth a
rational. =2nimale So far &s his physical being is concerned, he is akin to the
mamma lLian vertebrates; so far as his spiritual soull 1s concerned, he is made in
the image and likeness of God.

It is unthinkeble thet the all-wise Creator would meke a purposeless beinge.
In creating man's soul and giving men existence, God gave a purpose to men's be-
inge The .fulfillment of that purpose is man's destiny.

What ic man's destiny? Can it be specified more exactly?

To know his destiny is obviously an important matter for the individual &nd
for mankind in general, since man'’s knowledge of his destiny will impart meaning,
value, and direction to his life; without this knowledge, man will either live
the life of a brute or wander about in a senseless maze of aimless endeavorse To
be worthy of his dignity as & human person, man must discover his true pleace in
the universe and then work diligently end conscientiously toward the fulfilment
of whatever immediate and ultimate purpose God has set for his beinge =--1 hope
this opens the road for argument directed at me for Rebuttal. I don't expect
everyone to agree with my opinion ~-- to each his own opinione

: )

ST4N WOOLSTON, 12832 Wwestleke Ste, Garden Grove, CGalifornia

J» thinking person sometimes dubs himself an “introvert."” His thinking life
is quite often one of self-criticisme The person who does things is not necessar-
ily less of a thinker, but the name Yextrovert" has been placed on those who 4
easily meet people and become involved with them as well in actions of verious
kinds. That fandom combines people of both traits seems apparent, but there is a
combinaticn of traits, which reminds me of a condition in N3F.

The person who reads a loi is sometimes so much a thinker that he notices
his feulbs and doesn't forget them as he should to improve fasteste Yet, many a
shy person has found that his interest in things held in common with others in-
spires in him the urge to express himself in letters, articles and maybe in a zine
of his own. Even.if he doesn't..do it ell at once, a time comes when he can look
back and see how he has changed from & person emphasizing the introverted pattern
to a doer.

It ocecurs to me that there are many in fandom who are looker-oners--who may
be interested in science fiction and serious fan activities as anyone, but who
writes few letters and may have never composed an article for the faunzines. It
has been said by quite a few people thet the same people write in to TIGHTBL&M
each issue, &nd Gem Carr mentioned thet recently. If anyone has the feeling he
wants to express a view contrary to any expressed in T IGHTBZ&M or on another sub-
ject, he is welcome to write it--and I hope those who seldom or never write will.

Quite often people have self-pictures of themselves involving faults he
might once have had. Self-criticism is a trait common to "introverts”--but an
introvert is not a set pattern. Jsnyone can chenge, and when a person expresses
views or discusses something he knows, he proves to himself he can changee Per-
sonally I like the ability to grow, and I suspect many wao do not communicate
have as much or more to say &s we who doe

So I urge those who haven't written in to T IGATSELM to write in--send to
Janie ILamb or me, if you don't know who else to send it to. Either of us will
send it one '“Aud if-you're too shy I'll copy youxr leiter and give it a pseudonyme.
I doubt anyone would use a psuedonym of this type twice, but after seeing a let-
ter "in print" once you will know how you feel about not writing under your own
DAMEe

4And you might send me new material slanted for the Manuscript Bureau (Michael
Viggieno is in charge and he's eager to get material directly at 183l Albany &£vee,
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Brooklyn, NeYe, 11210) if you wish. I'll pass it on. Faneditors are looking for
things to publish of all sortse :

Of course extroverts and people with views to express should also write for
the Bureau or TIGHTBEAM. Two Presidential candidetes (John Kusske may be too
late with his platform but he wrote me he had decided to run) have written me.
Jemes McElroy had his platform published earlier, with his suggestion for a "par-
ty" set-up to stimilate interest in N3F. If this encourages people to try to de=-
velope platforms, and to seek office, it will be beneficiale

5.

BOB COULSON, Route 3, Hartford City, Indiana, 47348

Wwhile Don Franson has a point, and I can see the need for extra emphasis on
it, I think he's still overdone his comments. “If you want something done, do it
yourself" -- it's a nice phrase, but if I'm going to do everything I want done,
what's the use of being in a club? I got along very nicely in fandom for 10 yeers
without any contact with the N3F, just by operating on Don's principlese New
members should be satisfied with & membership card? $2 is a pretty high price
for a piece of printed cardboard. (I can print that for myself, too, if I ever
feel the need, and it won't cost me that mucheo ) If the N3F is devoted to educe=-
ting new fans -- and that-seems its only valid reason for existance =- then a
new fan who joins it is entitled to at least some sort of benefits.

0f course, there are quite a few fans who are never satisfied and keep on
demsnding extra benefits, but the only wey to handle them is to ignore thems
hrguing doesn't do any good.

I'd like -to protest the idea of continuing letters in the back of the issue,
It mekes for more difficult reading, and there is no point in:-it, unless you have
several people cutting stencils at once and can't extend a letter to the next
pagee -
I doubt David Bradley's comment that FisPi: has *more intelligent members®
then N3F (and I'm a member, and he isn't)e FAP: has members who are better edu-
cated concerning fandom (naturally, considering that with their waiting list one
hes to have been a fan for 5 or 6 years before one can join), and it has fewer
outright fuggheadse But I doubt if an IQ test would produce any signifieent dif-
ference, and recently the club has shown evidences of a complete lacking of com=-
mon sense which rivals the N3F at its worste

No, sustin Hall is not the author of Islandia. Hall is best known for The
Blind Spot, one of the funniest stf novels ever written. (It isn't supposed to
be funny, but it certainly comes out thet waye )

For out-of-print British books, try Fantast (Medway) Limited, 75 Norfolk St,
Wisbech, Cambs., Great Britein. This is operated by British fan Ken Slater, and
his catalogs regularly feature out~of-print British hardcovers, paperbacks, and
magazinese He'll also trade for US books, tho he is sometimes particular about
not wanting certain titles if he already has a batch on hande I've been getting
my British stuff from him for years, and have assembled a pretty good collection
of British magezines. (British paperbacks are something else againe The US
firm, Vega Books, has been reprinting British paperbacks for the last couple of
yearse If you've read one of these atrocities, you know what the average British
pb is likes There are good ones, but you have to know the field pretty well to

spot themse
E'

P4UL E. HEMMES, 1358 Wwaukazoo Dr., Holland, Michigen, 49423

Rick Sneary: Well, you have a couple of flaws in your "completely business-
like governing systeme ! First of all, do you really NEED @& President with the
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Directorate looking over his shoulder and every now and then saying “Bood®? You
nave Ye Eviel Directorate ordering the presideat what to dos If this be.the case,
why not have the Directorate be by itself and have no president? I had always
thot that the president usueally does what he feecls is best and USING HIS JUDGE-
MENT. Can you clessify that as stepping ®out of the line set by the Directoratee®?
Hnd if you do, would you guealify bthait statement for me? Thank yous

. Another flaw is: (well, it’s really nct a flaw, but it's more or less a ques-
tion I'1l put 1o youec. ) how cager do you think the members.will be to have their
right of deciding who will be president end who will not be?? Certainly this is a
teking away of Democracy of the member. and there's going to be one hzll of & lot
of resentment, that'!s for sure. Ui course, you could always FORCE it on them,
but how many membsrs dc you think would stay in the c¢lub? ¥ou can't use foree to
keep them from dropping outco. I think your system is perfectly healthy. The
trouble is, is +that the N3F is oo old to be changed; it's got its own system and
it will always be thne way it ise

David S Bradlcy: One of the mnst detvestablc attwtudes in yandom nowadays is
the “Hey, the club isn‘t ¢nupr=st;nE,AE]anymorg--f ve got to do something about
that!¥ attituds. Hecording o the latesth lsgue (epd I MEsN laite) of TNFF there
are 253 fans ia he N3F. L[o you mean to tcll me that you wanit everyone in the
N3F to (by everybody I mesan the officiels) to PLEASE 253 people? Come on, LavVeess

Kaymar Carlsonm: I can sertcinly say tha® it is Wwonderful to hear from a 61
year old man who s%ill has the same ¢’ thal Grand 0ld Thiang---Enthusiasme If
there were more i1n randcm J.ike yo', we woulu't have any such uonsense talk about
fandom “going %o the dogs-"

Lavid S Bxadley: %ell. old man, 1i'm back %o you ageire 1'm going to gquote
you now, "TAR» 18 also a rossessoyr of more intelligent members, they have their
fuggheads, too, but our guantity is greater.” Heve you got proof to back that
up?®

1?11 a.ree that I enjoyed an Quter Limits or two, but come now, you really
don't mesn that, do you? ks far as literarv merits are concerned, The Twilight
Zone was an incomparable television program. A& for The Munsters. I enjoy it.
That's only because I thrill to the make ups In the days of the 60's, lock at
a Frankenstein movie made in the last few years-~-don't go way back to the Kar-=
loffien era, tho. You'll find that there is nowhere to be found an actor (in a
monster role--mainly, Frankenstein) with such intracate make-up as Fred Gwyne.

4L Jackson: I agree with you & bundred percent and more power to youe Let's
not f;;get; however, "when The 3leeper Wakes® (probably--probably, mind you--smer-
ican International ), “Brave New worlds,” and a new one which has just been sold
to a "major mo%ion picture company” by #.E.Van Vogt and his agent, Forry scker-
men --- “The Mind Cage.”

I'11l answex your questions as they come---numbering them.

le It should follow closely the definition of sf. That is, sf cinema and
dreme should give us an eudio-~visual picture of the.future--and, most important,
future's mane

2, It would be refreshing tv see written material adopted for films as well
as original screenplays written by top noteh authors todey.

3. There migh®t be & possibility taat sf would be too advanced for the mun-
dene clod, Yveso

Lo #11 kinds of sf for drametical end sereen purposes would be more enter-
taining s there would be & great diversity of “ypes of gf filmse

5e No, bceause not zvery one is & mundane <lode To some; the f£ilms w1ll
mean & new entertainwent and may lead them to reeading sfa

& couple of your questions are, for me, impossible to &nswer, &s I'm no .

Hollywood Ghu. 5
3 %
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JEFFREY RENSCH, 2433 Via Sonoma, Palcs Verdes Estates, California, 90275

My first letter to TB is thise

The first thing I discovered uron entering fandom is that a surprisingly
large number of fans collect such seeming trivia as the November, 1942, issue
of Buck Rogers comics (if there is such = thing)s My only question is, why®
why spend a lot of money on a mold for meking statues of BUCK ROGERS? 4re they
items of nostalgia, or is this just one more form of the giant Pop L£rt fad that
is sweeping - devastating? - the country?® Perhaps an avid collector could fill -
me in on the magic properties of Flash Gordon comie bookss

£180...2 lot of fass is being made about the difficulty of making & realis=-
tic sf movie, especially one with monsters. 4&s far as I am concerned, the cre-
dibility of a sf movie depends less on the special effects (usually adeduate) and
more on scting, writing, and Directing (usually atrocious). The reason that Out-
er Limits monsters were so farcial is that the direction, seriptwriting, and act-
ing were so poor that the audience couldn't possibly suspend disbelief long
enough to believe in the monsiter. In movies such as The Lay of the Triffids,
however, the acting, etc.. are convincing enough to make the viewer believe what=-
ever happened on the screenc The Triffids themselves were no more realistiec than
es.5ay, Mothre (not much, anyway ). But the sophisiicated script had already taken
the audience to a horrecrdcus never-never land out of whick they would not come
until they found themselves out cof the Theatre in our safe lLittle world againe Had
Toho Productions or Sam Katzwan taken that’ voracious greenery, the Triffid, and
made & typical monster movie (with dime-a--dozen.acting, writing, and directing)
I'm sure that I would nave thought the Triffid as droll and silly as Mothre.

In other words, the¢ same ingredients that meke good drema or suspense films
meke a8 good sSf show, Perhapse with such mestvers as Frencois Truffaut working on
science fiction, we will finally have convinecing, scary, well-made sf pictures (1
have no hope for television)e

How many gcod sf £7lms can one nemz=% Not having seen Forbidden Planet, my
list runs to four: Invasion of the Body-Snatchers (4llied Lrtists; producer?),
The Tire Machine (M®i; George Pai). The Day of the Triffids (443 Philip Yordan),
The Birds (Universal; Hitchcock),

Dor‘t coes¢r tco hard for 4ce Bookg, Inc, The edition of Tolkien's lLord of
the Rings put out by that company is 2 pirated one. The ice edition is legal on-
ly becaucse of poor ccpyrigat laws concerning foreign works in America. In other
words, Prof. Tolkien receives no money from sce for his trilogy. However, Ballan-
tine Books is planrirg an authorized :dition with this statement on the cover:
“This paperback ediiion, and no other; has been published with my consent and co-
operation. Those who approve uvi courtesy -- at least to living authors =-- will
buy it end no othero--~Jo.R.H, Tolkiene*

411 of the abcve informetion was found on pe 833 of the September 21, 1965,
issue of National Revisw (author, Guy LCavenport )o

To support Mre Tolikica, I will buy the Buallentine trilogy even though I have
already bought the 4ce edition. Furthermore, I may boyecott the Lce Company in
hopes of discouraging such uascerupulous tacticsa

s

»IFRED Re WASHINGTON, /50 Maple kvenue, westbury, New York

In reply to Claytom Hamliin's letter in the #32 Tightbeam, it might be of in-
terest that James Hilton's "Iost Horizon” was based on an actual contry. The
film was actually photographed in Hunza which is 'Shangri-la', The country has a
srall area and 2 population of about 25,000, It is ruled by -the Mir. The people
are descendents of Greeks who ren away from slexander the Great's Army, taking
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Persian wives with thew. They walked up the Hunze river when it was frozen in
the Wintere The trip from Gilgit dependency today is along & treacherous canyon
road plagued by frequent landslidese. The country is part of the disputed vale of
Kashmir and is allied with Pakistan. 4Access to Gilgit is by & difficult air
route through the mountains. The reality of Hunza is at least as interesting as
Hilton's novele Is this Fantasy? I don't knowe Hilton's novel was based on the
premise that everybody would like to live a long, healthy life, as the bulk of
the population does in Hunzae

Fantasy is defined in one dictionary es an imaginetive type of literature.
Yet, whether dealing with fantasy or science~fiction, & substantial part of the
stories and novels are based on real places, people and incidentse While there
have been somws well-written, fascinating pieces of literature done in this man-
nexr, the repetitious use of formerly little-known areas of the world as a backe-
drop for sf & fantasy stories is a bit wsarings It was a good trick until it was
done. the first 100 times, WMany places today are not as strange as they once weree
On the other hand, a novel such as Pohl's “Space Merchaents® is an attempt to con-
struct a probable future by projiection of known trends into the not-too-distant
futures = Sfe 'is a field where imagination can really pay off, to an extent, I am
sure, little rcalized e7ven by most fens today. The most fasecinating adventures
of all still iveke place in the human mind and I suppose they always wille

e
PHIL KOHNg_c/o sadat Hashomrim, sakkelon, Israel

If you can't mention stf at lodge nights, that says a LOT about the cargo
cultists attending the lodge. I joined the N3F expecting to meet people with
broader interests, and havee. Vhy split the club? Do you think the purists ean
keep on alone? Or that the others will shul up/let themselves BE shut up? Not
a chanceéd o :

Gaunders asks about segregalion by ability; which kind? I'd say, IGQ and
creativity, and as far as possible interests too. 4nd there will be no need to
inerease teachers in proportion. Motivated people do not need supervision, lec-~
tures need not be for a single class, older pupils cen do much of the teaching.

~ Backing Don Framson about people who ask too much, the address list (tho
not the membership card) is worth the dues. Knowing my style, you know you
wouldn't be hearing from me if I didn't think you people were doing much more
than your dutyd

Getting copyrights and selling sormething for the club's benefit may have le=-
gal pitfalls---I think you can get ‘the copyright by sending 4 copies to the con-
gressional library, but if the club isn't registered as & nonprofit corporation,
someone might be stung for income taxe No lawyers in the club¥

Time bomb for Gregg Wolford: If some chump thinks Oswald was the hero of the
century, he's got a right to meke a fool of kimself. If he's inciting to assas-
gination, he's still got a right to trial by jury.

Flen Cox: "Honey", what do you do with the flles when you catech them? (slgn-
ed) “Vlnegar.

Sneary's reorgenization sounds good. What the club really needs is a full-
time secretary. Of course, that wculd take 2 dollars a MONTH from ebout 400
people. However, why not zdvertise for some retired office worker looking for a
setisfying hobby? Or get fans working at book or magezine distribution, perhaps
copy something copy something from that organizetion the Reader's Ligest hasg go-
ing? I wish I was over there and could do more then just suggest such things.
But then I think of Senator..what ‘s his name, the Kep, min leader? Dirksen, is
i1$+?, and his amendment; and I'm not sure what [ went, whethexr it would be worth=-
while to be a pérmanently semifranchised city dwellers
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Kaymar: Why not advertise the following contest: I found a title in my
files of things to write, but forgot the plot. The one who suggests the best
plot cane....suggest the next contest, what did you think, I've got something to
give away? Herc is the title: The Marxist Seance. 4 fine title, no? But what
could I possibly have been thinking of%&%§

snd now for the meat of the letter. .é#stronomy expert Rich Mann suggests
that there are stationary crbits whieh are over the Equator. Suggests? Hell, he
gays outright I'm wrong, the pupd So lest some stf writer be lead astray, pay
attention: é#11 orbitsrare centered round the mass center of the central body
(Earth, for satellites)., They consequently either cross the plane of the Equa=-
tor, or are in it. If they cross the plane of the equator, they go as far north
as south. “Stationary"” orbits are actually 24 hour orbits, so that the turning
Earth keeps up with them. If they are not equatorial, the satellite will be
seen to swing up and down, which is not MY idea of being stetionary, tho it may
be alright for communications purposes as long as the thing keeps visibles &t
any rate, the idee that one could just drcp bombs and things from such an orbit
will not be entertained by any Hefter (I hopedl), but I'm sure that General Powers
wanted to make such an impression on the more gullible part of the public(against
his better knowledge, naturelly) wher he spoke of “one day weking up and finding
stationary satellites above all pasits of the UeSo® which was the reason for my
protest. 4#nd if any don't get it, things DON*T fall straight down. There is a
¥dzily" and a "yearly" deviation of a few incaes even from a skyscraper, since
the top moves also it woves a little differeatly eround the sun. From a station-
ary satellite., nothing falls at all, and the re-entry orbit is as difficult as
any: other?

FOR BETTER FEUDSA

%

RICHARD L. SMITH, 197 Pretorie svenue, Ottowe, Ontario, Canada

Janie brings up the point on whether members would like to see book reviews,
stf Movie reviews, etce, in' TNFF. I really don't think we need these badly in
the .TNFF. Ve should keep the TNFF as a “journal® for club affairs. Let the
other fanzines take care of book reviews and the likee

I have been ir the N3F for a year now having joined in October, 1964, and
while others may criticize the club for its shorteomings, I have been quite sa-
tisfied generally with whav the club has been doinge However, I have to agree
with Jo(®?) Saunder in the last TIGHTBEA4M who said that he doesn't collect just
membership cards, but info, mags end fanzines. The TNFF and T IGHTBEALM are the
main centers oif commnicetion for the N3F, ard the club would be ineffectual

without themo
-3

DON D'4:MVIsSSh, B331 Bryan Hall, Mich.SteUniv., East lansing, Michigen, 48823

You have never heard of me because I have now been a member of N3F for some=
thing like a week, but I just finished trodding my murky way through the last
year and a half of TB and feel that I am sufficiently versed in ancient history
to add my own 2 rubles' worthe

J. Sanders: It never fails to emaze me what sweeping generalizetions some
people can come up with. For instance: "There has never been a pocketbook or
paperback of any kind that has printed short stories of unpublished writerse”
sllow me to disagree slightly. SP:»CE FRONTIERS by Roger Lee Vernon was & Signet
paperback that I am fairly certain was an origineale This remains the only pub=-
lished fiction credited to Vernon. If these stories, which were quite bad, can
get published in paperback, I doubt very much than any euthor currently being run

LN
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in prozines would have any txrouble bieaking into the paperback field.

You also say that the only novels of new authors to be published in paper-
bagk are action-adventure orienteds Is Samuel R. Delany action-oriented?® Grant-
ed there is action din his stories, but they are foremost an expression of philo-
sophye NO M&4N ON. EARTH was Moudy's first published fiction; though I mist con=
cede it to be action oriented, it-is still a lot better than much of the current
magazine fiction.

f You also seemed to have ignored the fact that hardcover publishers teke a
lot of new authorse NOT WITHOUT 4 B/NC seems to have been Chapman Pincher's
first book, and the current book club selection is scmeéthing celled & MiN OF
DOUBLED DEED by ILeonard Daventry. If new author's can get hardcover printing
this easily, they should have no trouble getting printed in paberbacks.

#nd now that I think of it, "Purple Fields" in STAR #2 by Robert Crane was
his first SF story, I believe. He writes in other fields, however, so I don't
know that it's his first story, HFRO'S whIK was his first sf novel, and it wes a
non-action oriented original sf novel.

Eric Blake: It would seem to me that the filth which Mre. Blake seems to find
in DAHVY is the product of his own diseased minde The "emoral, plotless, hero=-
less fiction" sentence almost threw me into an apoplectic fite 4nd who could
possibly identify with John Carter or Richard Seaton? which are you? The muscu-
lar, not-too~bright muscleman or the brainy, inventive genius?

Pavy as a murderer, thief, and seducere I mst admit that this is not an
old, repetitive review of the book. Since Mr, Bleke seems to be such an advocate

: of the church, let's compare the twoe Davy is a murderere

e If I recall my ahistory correctly, the Catholic Chuireh, ang
//’/<5§3 later the Protestant Church, both killed, murdered in fact,
,/ thousands of Christians as witchese DIavy as a theif and
(L ¥ i seducer. I recommend that Mr. Blake look into the his-
\ J/ / A tory of the Roman Catholiec Church, in particular the age
of the Profligate Popes, who practically turned the Ca-
' tholic church into a procuring establishmente
% ”\\é> )1 “4n unnecessary amount of sexual description.® If
s P you're not adult enough to:read adult fiction about waet

REHLIY happens, rather than Burroughsian fantasies bt
what could not possibly happen, then I suggest you take up movies end confine
your reading to comics and westernse

"/ ttacks on organized religion."” If the organized church is as perfect ag
you make it sound, then it could not possibly be damaged by attacks from withoute
The very fact that the church's views are constantly changing shows that evexn
within the chureh heiverchy ideas of morality are chenging. You seem to forget
that the church, created by hwmen beings, is necessarily imperfect, therefors,
cannot always be righte : :

Yes, this kind of writing is a healthy trend. ¥inally authors are beginning
to treat life as life, not as some censored make believes I get the impression
that you regard the act of sex as some dirty, foul thing thgt should be hid,q,en4
Contrarily, in creeting life, even in this second hand fashion, we are sharing :n
the greatness of the Creator. It never ceases to awaze me that.what 1s probably
the greatest menifestation of God's power, should be so bagta?dlzed that the
great mass of people don't even want to telk about it. This is one reason why
PL,LYBOY is read by a large number of clergymens ;

I just ceannot understand your argument. If procreation was some form of
awful thing, then why did the Creator make it so pleasurab%e? If sex should be
hidden, why wesn't men created with ready-mede clothing? For that matter, why
don't we reproduce ourselves by binary fission® : .

I'm not trying to pick @ fight or pollute your religious beliefs with thqse
of my owne I consider myself a fairly good quasi-Christian, and am even consi-
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dered a prude in meny quarters. Yet your viewpoint is so todally alien to me that
I just can't figure out how you reason, or if you do.

That's all for the last issuve of TBe I recall a debate of some sort from
past TBs about getting new members for N3F. Here at Michigan State we discovered
e fine way to attract fen. We put a little cerd mentioning that we were members
of N3F (George Fergus is my roommate) in the window of our mailbox in the lobbye
Ever since then we've been finding several new fen every weeko. Wwe are now making
contacts from other dormitories, like Fred Gottschalk, end are spreading oute
Whether we can talk them into coughing up $2,00 for dues or not remains to be
8eello

I was very disappointed with the Hugos this yeear, but then you can't please
everyone I guesse George, Rich Mann, and I were trying to decide what, -so far
anyway, would be the leading contenders for nexi yeer. We concluded that IOAFERS
OF REFUGE, ALIEN WkY, DUNE, and the RING trilogy would be the most likelye No
short story seems to have made much impression on eny of us yete

2%
STEFHEN BARR, Box 305, Nocona, Texas, 76255

The main meat of the whole TB this time was Stan Woolston's letter and espec-
ially the part concerning N'4P4 and its intended seperation from the N3¥, 4s a
member of N'4R: I believe thet we should seperate from the N3F. One of the mem-
bers meiled.out a mimeo letter to the members concerning the statements of one di=-
rector -~ that of indifference. I feel that I can truly say that N'hsPA 1s one of
the few really succeasful ventures the N3F ever accomplished, and N'APA has grown
while the N3F has slumped. At this time the N3F is in a slumpe « » Chalker can well
point to the fine-running directore and the few problems, but that doesn't make
the club interesting. To the contrary, N'AEk has been holding & waiting list for
the last few mailings, and the material has been among the best that group has
ever seeno. %e &are in a boom..and it is one to last. Why must some 40 odd people -
retain membarship in the N3F so that they can e njoy the apa? They are deadwood
to the club, and only a few slect get to sce their activity -- the other members
of N'4PA. The club officials have never given N's#Ph & second look, even when she
was starting, All they have shown is indifference, and N'4PA is tired of holding
onto apron strings that she should have dropped long agoe- I am all for legal
seperation of the N%s#E: and N3F —-- but N'4Ph can always do it illegaly, and don't
forget it, tho we wouldn't, some members favor it. Think carefully. -

*
EARL THOMPSON, 128 S Maripose, #2, Los Asngeles. California

Most old fans know of the N3F, but there are thousands upon thousands of Se¢Fe
readers who do note OCould the N3F latch onto the mailing list of the SeF. Book
Club and mail out a one-sheeter on the N3F? Or run ads in prozines, or in fan=-
zines even? Or how about asking N3Fers to meke up 3x5 cards (or even the N3F
providing cards to fans) advertising the N3F, to put on colloge or supermarket
bulletin boards, and other ways of getting cheap publicity®? I'm sure some en-
thusiastic neofans would put some enthusiesm into the N3F, -and-who knows, it may
rub off on the old tired fans.

As a service to mew and old fans alike, the Tightbeam could advertise local
fan groups and eany special activities. Especially newly forming SF clubs such as
OFSk in St. Louis, ¢/o Henk Luttrell, Rte 13, 2936 Barrett Station Rd, Kirkwood,
Missouri, 63124. (Those clubs wenting to advertise will accept outsiders. )
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