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and is distributed free tc members of the N3F and for trade of other science
fiction fanzines. Persons mentioned in passing are invited to comment, regardless
of membership status. Contributions to Tightbeam should be sent to the new editor.
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Hello, Neffers,

And so Charles and I come to the last issue of Tight Beam; that is, for us.
It has been a pleasant task in some respects and in other respects, a time-consuming
one, of course. The consumption of time has been the primary reason for our having
to bow out. Our campus, our student body, our own responsibilities have grown since
we took over from Gary a year ago and we just can't continue. My own genzine has
not seen publication since July lst. And the material is all sitting there in my
file just getting dated.

The pleasantness of the task, of course, is hearing from the regulars and the
not-so-regulars each issue. While there has not been a great raging controversy
this year, a great number of weoods have gone over the mimeo drum. (I was going to
say '"a great river of words over the dam'" but I'm trying to rid myself of cliches.)
A great many of those words were far from dull, albeit they were not exactly contro-
versial.

I personally recall the pleasantness of meeting Phil Muldowney in England. I
wouldn't have done so except through Tight Beam. And I recall the pleasantness of
knowing that betwcen Art Hayes' cditorship of TNFF and the Lateneffernews portion
of TB the membership was once again being communicated with and informed of the more
important happenings in fandom.

I am happy to report that the next two issues are in good hands. The Jan.-Feb.
issue will be done by my good friend and fellow SLAN-apan, Gecorge W. Becahm. And
the March-April issuc will be done by Verne F. O'Brien. So the next couple of issues
should come out in time, and by that time there will be other volunteers, or there
will be a permanent editor. It recally should be done by somcone that would be able
to take it over for a year or longer, but cvidently our President has not had that
sort of vo.unteer as yct.

This is as good a time as any to make a plea to those of you who arc on the other
end of this; the reading end, that is. There arc lots of places where cach and cvery
one of you can jump in and make NFFF a better and stronger organization. Of course
all of you don't have the facilities to publish. But therc arc lots of others places
where NFFF can use your help. Think over what you have done for the organization and
sce if there isn't a little bit that you can do. This hobby of ours is onc of the
grecatest there is and NFFF could be a very fine organization if everyonce would pitch
in to make it as strong as possible. Study the list of activities in your last issue
of TNFF and write to some of the Burcau Heads to find out how you can get involved.
You'll have that much more fun by being involved. Remcmber that all of the officers
and burcau heads are volunteers. They spend a lot of time leading the various act-
ivities. Some are more successful than others. But I don't know of one who is so
selfish that he wouldn't grin from ecar to car at the thought of somecone to share the
tasks, make the workload lighter, and provide a better and bigger service to the rest
of the membership. So think it over. If you have some spare time and a special int-
erest within fandom, get involved a little. You'll enjoy it more and you'll help
make cverybody happy.

Last words: it really has been fun for Charles and me. Now I turn it over to
your next cditor:

GEORGE W. BEAHM
1867-D Jefferson Ct.
Langley AFB, VA 23365

Letter Deadline: DECEMBER 15, 1971



Irvin Koch
=y 835 Chattanooga Bank Building
/< OC .‘-—f Chattanooga, TN 37402
- September &
This is being written Monday morning at NOREASCON.

A N3F meeting was held yesterday and some things were brought up that need immediate
action, First of these falls to me. From now on, anyone in NFFF who wants a ride
to any convention or who is capable of giving a ride to a convention should write
the_ﬁzmbership Activities Bureau., You can also advertise wanting a ride in Kmar
trader of TNFF and doing both might be the best idea. Also, anyone wanting to
charter buses or planes who need to have a central point can write the MemAc Bu.
Because TNFF and/or TB and N3F setup in general will have to be used for this but
on the other hand this deal involves all fandom, I will extend the transportation/
charter clearing house to everyone whether a N3F member or not to start with but
non-NFFFers had better write with SASE's. If you publish a fanzine or have any
influence with one, please see that this is publicized., This deal can also extend
to advance arrangements to split room expenses at Cons or anything else of the sort.

Remember the MemAc Bu has always functioned as this sort of clearing center for
anyone or any group wanting to set up an activity in N3F or get workers for any
existing project. Please use my permanent address given above as my FL address
is subject to change without notice.

There was also brought up the old idea that we should have some sort of liason with
all Cons. OK - if you know in advance you are going to be at a Con and can keep

in liason with the Con committee or are going to be on a committee, write me. The
only duties are 1) Sending all info on Con to TNFF. 57 Wear a N3F tag at the Con
and have material from N3F to pass out if any is avaiable and just generally keep
us in contact with fannish organizations, This also applies to people to represent
us to/from local and regional clubs. N3F can serve as a clearing for anything of
this sort.

Arthur Hayes
= Box 1030
H A Y E D South Porcupine
Ontario, Canada
September 20, 1971

I write when I get around to it, regardless of deadlines, etc., and so this is
aaused by TB 68. You're coming along nicely with TB so on to some contents that
I want to comment on. I note that several used my name in vain but I won't answer
each and every one,

ANN IILSON:- l/hen I discussed the ideas of clubs joining the N3F, it was with
the hope that someone would come up with suggestions. Decentralization of the N3F
does not beem to be in line with that request. I am not saying that decentralization
might be a bad idea, but it imples to me that if we can't get other clubs to join
us, let's form our own clubs within N3F by this decentralization idea. It might be
a good idea, but it does not deal with clubs, regional, national or international
who frequently join the N3F temporarily. But first a few more words on Ann's idea.

Group rates for regional groups:- There would be a slight saving in postage
if all official zines the regional individual members got, were sent bulk to the
regional HQ, but it would be a small saving...Il can't see that group rates being
much lower than the present individual rate. Presumably, the regional clubs would
more or less specialize to handle specific Bureaus moved down to the regional level.

=B d=



To me, this would move the administration of some of the bureau activities we now
have to the regional level and the N3F would no longer have either responsibility
or ability for control of those activities., I think that this amounts to frag-
mentation and makes the N3F organization so loosely connected as to make it
administratively impossible.

What I was trying to get was a form of an idea wherein the clubs who joined us
would find that they could BENEFIT from a N3F affiliation and that N3F would like-
wise benefit from these affiliations. I think that the first thing a club that
affiliated with us - especially a local club - should undertake through its own
membership, to cover ONE specific activity, and BE that Bureau as well as an
affiliated ‘club. Rather than fragmentation of the N3F, it might. be better if
regional clubs undertook, UNDER the specific Bureau NATIONAL chief, to handle that
activity within their own region. The National chief would keep himself aware of
the level of activities of the regional clubs and report in TNFF on it briefly.

I think some modification of this idea might be workable, but it requires
that the regional club volunteer to handle a specific activity within its own
region, just as it is necessary for individuals to volunteer now to handle things
at the National level. As a local group, they could find that the additional
labourers available might be able to make «cministration of that activity more easy,
Some Regional groups might be so efficient that they would find themselves handling
things more on:a National level than a Regional level, but if this was due to
efficiency of that Regional organization, then, no.one could complain about it.
//Are you not falling into a trap, tho. For it to work all Regional clubs probably
would have to agree to do such and such a job. It would ‘appear that you should
have some sort of consistency. ccr// ' ‘

I remember Postie, Postwarp, Hyperspace Tightbeam and TIGHTBEAM, which more
or less covers the history of TB for Gersman, Hyperspace Tightbeam didn't last
long - I was the one to drop the Hyperspace off of. it - and Postwarp was returned
to Art Rapp who had the original claim on that title and who said he wanted to use
it again, (I don't think he ever did re-use it.)

As for the Neffer Secret Police, it came close to being created at the NOREASCON,
when, during the Neffer meeting, such was discussed. The group there were all but
one officially against the idea. '

Enclosures with TNFF. Anyone wanting to include something with TNFF can do
so. They should send 3¢ as Irvin Koch mentions, for EVERY OUNCE of the enclosure,
(or part of an ounce) multiplied by the.membership, which should be estimated as
being a little higher than the previously published figure to allow for new members.
Now, if it should happen that the ‘enclosure does not catapult TNFF into a new
postal bracket, then, the money received would be .held as a credit for that person
for future enclosures, or returned, as he willed (minus money order charges and
postage for the letter). True, this, if widely accepted, could make TNFF almost
as big as an Apa mailing, but as long as they pay for the extra costs, I don't
particularly care. In any event, anyone who wants to do this, should discuss the
matter with me, so I can give at leas a membership estimate so he can send the
proper number of ‘copies for enclosure (as well as the right amount of money).

| | Mike Scott |
~ - ' ' Box 2043
\‘)» C O 7— T - Alhambra, CA 91803
: . S - September 21, 1971

Sorry to hear you're suspending pubiication after number 70 as I've enjoyed
your zine very much, - If the next editor puts.forth half the effort you have, we can



look forward to an excellent letterzine. Best luck on your future projects.
//Thanks for the nice thoughts.ccr//

KOCH: Ga'wan with ya! The idea that your election would insure the meta-—
morphosis of the N3F into a well organized club is a delusion worthy of Thomas
de Quincey. !lhatever inefficiency existing in the N3F rests largely on slack
bureau heads and yahoos that never contribut anything. A strong president doesn't
necessarily constitute a smooth running organization. Voting for your nebulous
promises of organization would be similiar to voting for another's equally dreamy
promises of "law and order". Read Bob Gersman's comments directed to you in TB 69.
So true. I do agree with your statement that publishing a list of the officers
and activities is up to the editor. Art Hayes runds the list regularly in TNFF so
I don't think we need to see it twice a month.

KESSEL: Your point is well taken and as I have a copy of Baxter's great work
I should have noted it long beforehand. However, I was attempting to point out to
others that "The Thing" as a cinematic experience was rewurding. As an adaptation
of JUC's "llho Goes There?", it was terrible, but you must remember those magic
words — '"box office". The horror of the story was the alien's uncanny ability
to imitate the true humans. Far too many mundanes would simply shovel popcorn into
their maws and misunderstand what was going on if the theme of the story was carried
over into the film. Rememb er the nemisis of all SF films: production thinking and
box office. Sure, the film is simplistic in its view of good and evil, but so was
practically every film of that era. It isn't fair to judge a twenty year old
film of that era, by today's standards and never will be. In any case I agree
with you that discussions of this nature usually result in the shouting match
you so aptly described. To be punny, I thing we've talked about this enough!
(May Ghu forgive me!) Best luck with Uranian.

KRIEG: I can see that THX 1138 could be nominated for a Hugo but Night
Gallery? The television adaptation of Kornbluth's classic "Little Black Bag"
was the best episode but it certainly doesn't beat THX. Serling reached the nadir
of his questionable ability as an SF writer with that giant mouse on the moon
segment. Oh, for Charles Beaumont!

HILL: Your thoughts on JIC and others in TB 69 were written with sensitivity
and insight. Great letter!

SCHER: By this time you've received my letter concerning the NFAS. I urge
every Ngffer to write to Ken and join up. How else are you going to know where
fandom is headed? Hey, Ken!. Do people really want to read Purple Jellyfist stories?

TO ALL: The first issue of Collector's Bulletin should be in the hands of
all that expressed interest (and a few who didn't) by now. Anyone seeking information
should write me. By the bye, a happy Christmas and a better New Year to all!

Robert Gersman

A e ) © / 3135 Pennsylvenia
U : b \/ St. Louis, MO 63118

September Ay 1971

.Glad to see you had a safe enjoyable trip, Frank. Sorry to see that other
committments prevent you from continuing at the helm of Tightbeam, and Chuck, too,
losing two at a crack!

SABE@LA: You say Tightbeam and N3F are run inefficiently, and you offered to
do something about it. Nothing you heard so right away you want to change to Koch,
he's so good. NFFF runs better on Cole, why switch to Ecch; Gas burns more eff Feqcmeily,
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why not a heavy writer. //That has to be the worst series of pubs that I have
ever seen.ccr//

SCHER: A new head to get NFAS going once again, we ken scher use one. Be
glad to scher my fanzine appreciation with your own. //Ignore him! Maybe he
will go away.ccr// :

Black Hole British propaganda, eh, Typical. News to me but not surprised at
anything those Sassenachs would do. Look what they're doing in the North of Erin,
buttin' in, Internin'‘'a foine bunch of Irish patriots, the I, R. A. thim dhirty
souts using the Black an' Tan tactics like they did in "16" and "21", The Time
of the Troubles. ' ' '

May Cormac come back and smite them and the wrath of all the saints of Erin
be on thim,

I disagree, plenty of fanzines are better than PULP FICTION but there is a
place for them just like Stoker, Rohmer, Fitzgerald, Hemingway, etc. Pulp is pure
escapist literature, no message, no moral, just read and enjoy.

KESSEL: Science is usually so wrapped up in research and results that he is
willing to imperil our very existence in order to prove something is wrong or -
he's right, The scientist in the picture "The Thing" is ty pical, he was willing
to risk millions of lives just to protect an inhuman life-form, inimical to our
earthly existence, who if he succeeded in reseeding his off-springs, would have
taken over the world and used man and animal for his own benfit, guinea pig or
slave, he felt towards humans as we feel towards bugs.

KOCH: Uhat is your source of infor on the Black Hole, I'd like to read it.

KRIEG: Is's a shame Dallas stepped down. St. Louis did a very good job for
their first Con. Uho decided Cons should be strictly for Pure SF, and it's nice
of you to be so condescending as to permit Movie, Comic and other types to attend.
Depends a lot on what the area abounds in, SF or Comic fans.

e Lovecraft fans thank your allowance and permission of recognition because
he wrote a FEW PURE SF STORIES. Quite nice of you O'l chap. SF is nothing if it's
Just pure science, a little Space Opera is needed to liven it up.

BERGLUND: All the Cthulhu Mythos have been reprinted by Beacon Horror,
Berkeley, and Ballantine. :

Derleth is more to be missed than Campbell. All I can say for John is he
inspired the motion picture, "The Thing".

Derleth kept Lovecraft with us. And wrote quite a few good ones on his own!
" P.S. Shades of Dracula, - What a cover!

Sheryl Birkhead

") . ™ 23629 oodfield Rd.
[ J Gaithersburg, MD 20760

September 28, 1971

Just got TB 69 and I'm hereby asking about artwork for the publication. I'm
not really sure who I sent the first inquiry to, b ut since you don't remember it
then it must have been to Frank.//I don't remember it either.fd// '

Art Hayes has kept the material I sent to him, so maybe something I can rig
up will be suitable for TB. Do you generally choose artwork along a line you've
chosen? Do you have favorite Topics? How should pieces be done (medium)?
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I wrote to about a dozen faneds listed in the Mss, Bureau's sheet, but so far
have only gotten two replies (one negative and the other turned out to be unable
to use what I had done.) Perhaps, I'm just not going about this volunteering
business in the right manner. Yes? No?//Yes! Take a look at the cover, Sheryl.
We were real proud and pleased to use it. ccr /

I'm more of a doodler than an artist — which means most of my material has beeen
in the filler category. As soon as I finish here and clean up the place enough to
find some paper, etc., I'1l see if I can fix something up and send it along so you
can see what I doodle — — - OF COURSE I'M GAMBLING THAT THIS UILL GET THROUGH TO
YOU, just in case that first query letter never actually made it to either of the
TB eds. Thanks for printing my letter.//0.K. Gang! Let's hear it for Sheryl's cover.
0 2.8 SN

Ken Scher

f i 3119 Mott Ave.
iy i T [ Far Rockaway, NY 11691

September 28, 1971

Obviously, Frank and Chuck deserve a vote of thnx for the T™Ps they put out.

I get the feeling that I have the right to be annoyed about late TBs again...
for the 2nd time, I've received an answer to my TB letter at the same time that my
copy of TB arrived...but since the letter was Mike Scott's NFAS membership, I
can't complain. For those who are interested (most of you, I hope) the NFAS now
boasts six members. The two who are listed as dropped in the TNFF contacted me after
the deadline (Paul Cass called me...from Oakland, California as far as I can tell . . .
the nut). The member ship list is therefore the following:

Ken Scher: 3119 Mott Ave., Far Rockaway, NY 11691

Stan Woolston: 12832 Wesllake St., Garden Grove, CA 92640

Joseph D, Siclari: 1951 N. Meridian Rd. /54, Tallahasse, FLA 32304

Paul Cass: 1418 Trestle Glen Rd., Oakland, CA 94610

Sp/L4 E. Dean Sweatman, 460-72-3989, HHC 1st Bde 25th Inf Div, APO SF 96557

Mike Scott, Box 2043, Alhambra, CA 91803

I see no reason why new members should have to wait two moths to be listed as
a member of the NFAS in TNFF, so I'll try to send what might be termed "interem"
bureau reports in TB . . . is that OK with the publishers and reader? It seems
to me that this might be a good idea in any case . . . bureaus whose activities age
quickly (the news bureau is the most obvious example, I think) shouldn't be forced
to wait so long. So, if it's alraght with everbody, I"1ll continue.

Staying with NFAS stuff, in the Lateneffernews in TB 69, it is implied that
the NFAS is only interested in "bran& new fanzines". This is not, strictly speaking,
true. lhile it is anticipated that the faneds who make use of our services will,
in most cases, be putting out brand new fmz, we welcome any fanzines whose editors
care to send them to us, even if its working on issue :#50 on a once-a~year schedule,

KESSEL: How about sending copies of URanian to the members of the NFAS???

KOCH: Maybe I!m dense, but what's the difference between a regional club and
a local one that merely takes in a large area? From what I can figure out, the
type of '"regional" club that you mean is almost completely a letterclub with con-
ventions rather than meetings. I don't know about ESFA and NESFA, but the Lunarians
in NYC regularly draw fans from Baltimore, and I think we might be said to cover the
mid-Atlantic region of the East Coast . . . I suspect that you should compare your
definition of the word '"region'" with other fen to get some sort of consensus as to
Just what it includes.



- KRIEG: Personally, I've always considered Lovecraft's "pure" sf stories to be
pure garbage, with the exception of At the Mountains of Madness, which is simply
a Cthulhu Mythos story in SF form. From the .little that I know of his mundane
writings, however, I think Derleth'll be mourned more by his mundane readers than
most of fandom (except for the Arkham House nuts like me, of course). Let's vote
everybod who publishes anything well for the N3F a triumph at the next worldcon . . .
dependable pubbers are more valuable than executive officers in a mail club . . .
and much rarer apparently! )

Speaking of the worldcon (and with Brooks' mention of the Hospitality Room) ,
I've been wondering . . . just what did the separate bureaus do to help make the
HR a successful center for membérship recruitment? Did those bureaus that have
their own zines provide copies? Did those that don't provide flyers to say what
they do and try to enthuse other about it? (such flyers would also be useful for the
lelcom bundles.) Why should the bureaus wait for neos to enter the N3F to get
their interest? Get their interest first . . . and then make Neffers out of 'em.
Needless to say, the NFAS is in the process of preparing such a flyer (and this is
an open invitation to all to meke any suggestions as to the content and wording
that you feel are worth making!

AND HOW ABOUT A VOTE OF THANX FOR alma hill's WORK IN THE HOSPITALITY ROOM?

I think Kring's idea about greater publicity for the N3F is also good . . .
the last time I remember the N3F getting any great amount of publicity was in Lin
Carter's "Our Man In Fandom" series . . . and those of you who remember that may
remember the fact that it wasn't ‘what I'd call "favorable" publicity. . '

As I may or may not have mentioned elsewhere, I am attempting to compile a
fannish dictionary somewhere between the usual neo's introductory glossary . . .
and Fancyclopedia. Obviously, the simplest way to do this is to mine already
existing glossaries (tho, that isn't always as good an idea as it sounds . . . would
you believe 3 different definitions of Twonk's Diseas?). so that what I'd like . . .
old glossaries. I'm quite willing to a) borrow and then return them, b) buy, or
c) pay for photostats, as you wish.

I am also interested in the names and some details of local cons, the meanings
of local fanclub name abbfeviations (like FSFSCU), and the location of the club, etc.

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE NFFF

N : : -A report of stewardship,
. by Noreascon Convention Representative
. Alma Hill ‘

Putting latest events first, folks, I have taken out a membership in L. A, Con,
¢/o Janie Lamb, who will get the progress reports. Ii{p about to send a deposit for
advertising space in the next PR i#3y deadline in December, giving time for that
detail to be planned further. As for other plans, that, of course, is up to Stan
and his appointees in that direction. It's Just that the best time for planning for
any convention is during the one preceding, when it is a simple matter to find.
people and talk about mutual concerns. So, I go that going this time.

Now here is a fine example of just that; the fan at the L. A. Con desk turned
out to be Fred Patten, formerly an OE of the Neffer apa, and a very constructive
member. (Why we lost him, I know not, but we may well rue it.) e were able to
have a few minutes' conversation., He will be in charge of publicity, and gave me
a copy of PR i#2 (already out — see how.slow we are with help to conventions?)
in which the hotel's convention floor is all mapped with all locations designated,
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No space is being donated to any club, this one or any other, not even SFUA.
We will have to rent our own. This is probably all for the best in the long run.
Strictly speaking, for best accomodations it is more important to us to have space
up in the room area, since in the evenings the convention area is rather deserted,
once the programs are over, and that is the very time we like to foregather, get
into discussions, and so on,

A club lounge on the con floor is good, too, and is what we had this year,
The Noreascon committee treated us very well, giving us exactly the same space as
SFUA next door, and at that we had the end with the built-in bulletin board, nearest
the entrance from the stairs.

e got it set up as a combination reading-room, message center, and game room,
with chairs around the wall, one sofa, and three games tables, one large and two
small. Chessboards and cards were provided and much in use. Neffer Erwin Strauss
had his new game, "Space War", in there until the meeting, after which he moved
it down to the Information Lobby on the second floor. (Incidentally, I was mistaken
about our being on that floor; the conference area began there but extended to the
third floor where there were many more activities.) We were not needed as a
message center; the larger lobby space with several bulletin boards was more than
adequate for the convention as a whole. Still, we had material they did not, and
provided good secondary space. It is always useful to post a map of the general
area, of the floor space, and a set of pages from a program book, nearest the door,
and we did so. e had a table of giveaway books in one corner, and a reference
table with neatly-laid-out informational materials in the opposite corner., I
bought some good new books, several of which were promptly stolen. So that idea
was a lemon for this occasion at least., Mind you, this mention of theft is not
meant as a complaint. It seems to be a plague of these times, something that
must be reckoned with. I had also hoped to start up a set of games and such to pass
along to the next convention, as we have sometimes done, but there was nobody to
take charge of those, so instead we gave them all away as souvenirs.

Our giveaway books were entirely successful; we must have sidposed of several
hundred b ooks and fanzines, no telling how many, as people were seen to add
contributions of their own, in the classic tradition of the loaves and the fishes.
The Boston Public Library furnished us with 300 copies of a reading list in booklet
form for young adults. They insisted on having this distributed by us, since that
was how the BPL cooperation got started: I offered NFFF facilities if they wanted
to distribut any reading lists. It was all news to them, as of this July, that
there'd be a convention in Boston. Apparently the convention committee was
following the usual fannish custom of living in a world of our own. Uhen the
librarians learned that there would be all those beloved authors on live, right
up the street in the next block, they went boinggggggggg, got in touch with the
concom, opened press channels (the newspaper coverage seems to have been unprecedented
-~ I have here an item from the Boston Globe which lists Asimov as one of their
columnists) and set up some displays of handsome books in glass cases in their
famous o0ld neo-Venetian central building.//You might be interested that there was
an article about the convention in our Seattle papers.ccr//

This is 1971 and space fiction is surrounded by friends. One of the ways
in which the NFFF has been ahead of fandom right along is that we have learned to
proceed on such a basis and no other,

It is no disgrace (no matter who, in or out of our membership, may leap to
any hasty other conclusion) for us to be few and widely scattered. lle have the
advantages of our disadvantages and have learned what's what in that regard. At
least, we have as a grcoup. Since this point is being questioned all the time, and
not always by neofans, the above is a case in illustration. e had a delegate
with powers to act, and a good word in a good place did a good deal. No other groups

-9 -



could have done this, lle are never in a position to offer miracles, but every so
often we pass a few. The history of the NFFF is full of such instances, if anybody
wants to look.

Fred Patten took a few of those booklets for the L. A, Con. They look like
a nice neat mimeographed fanzine, on yellow paper, with an artistic cover and several
pages listing speculative fiction under various categories, with annotations.
I saved out a few for a report to all directors, and the rest were taken by
individuals; Art Hayes has a copy if the directors want it phot-reproduced. All
volumes are in the BPL collection and probably available through interlibrary loan
to other cities. The list is selective rather than comprehensive, of course. As
it was made up by their reading advisor for young adults, it is extra handy for
anyone teaching a course in sf, a practice getting so widely spread that sizeable
publishers are putting out textbooks for it.

The one best thing we do is provide a quiet conversation lounge for ourselves;
as we are a cross-section of the sfield, and admit guests to our space without
question, this is our best service to conventions. The table games and reading
matter establish the atmosphere more comforably. As to games, here is a not from
Games Bureau:

", . . it has been my experience that the most popular games at conventions
are Chess, Poker [for that we had card games in general this year abh[] and any
new game (llke Diplomacy) of SF-related game (like Interplanetaryi whlch
someone happens to bring with him.

No time left for me to send you any Games Bureau pubs; tooclos€ to con-
vention time, so wouldn't reach you in time for them to be of any use. Will
have to consider this far enough in advance for future cons.

I think it would be a good idea to pass the games along from con to con
(or from N3F. representative to N3F representative) as I make very few cons
myself, and I couldn't speak for the other G. B. members. Perhaps a member
of each con committee could hold these games "in trust", making them available
at each con?

/s/ Don Miller

This year no continuity could be set up, but all games were used, none were
stolen, further packs of cards turned up, and there was no dlfflculty giving them
away for souvenlrs Monday afternoon.

Our Information Bureau was also consulted and sent Information that as
"Convention Representative" with no time to call for votes, or get in touch with
distant officials, I was the NFFF, but had had his quite unnecessary blessing on
Informational services. He said he'd write again, so let's hold him to that. Both
Stan and Don Franson live in the LA area, don't they? But remember, just hings
we can afford to lose - a large crowd has all kinds of philophies of life.

ile posted the following notice:

THE NFFF ROOM
AT SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTIONS
IS5 ONE CORNER OF THE UNIVERSE
WHERE ANYONE IS GLAD TO SEE ANYONE
AND NOBODY HAS TO HAVE ANY PARTICULAR
BUSINESS, RACE, CREED, AFFLILIATION
OR ANYTHING
WE ARE JUST HERE FOR THE FUN OF IT
THE SAME AS YOURSELF
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The thing is - at every picnic, somebody has to remember to bring the can
opener; somehow the fun takes care of itself, but not the facilities. So why not
plan further ahead? That <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>