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TIGHTBEAE = July: 3is the fanzinc and letterzine of the Hatlonal Fantasy Fan
Federation, TIGHUTSEAN is publishod for the W3F in January, Harch, May, July,
September, Hovenber and is distributed to nembers of the I3F and for trade of
other fanzines, DPersons mentioned in passing are invited to comnent, regardless
of membership status, Contributions (articles, letters, artrwork) should be
sent to the editor: Lynne Holdom, F, 0. Box 5, Pompton Iakes, ¥, J. 0742, not
lzter than the 5th of the month of publication. (Pleasc write TB on the on-
velope)
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YDITOR'S PAGR
then I first joined the N3P in June of lust yerxr, Deth Slick was editor
of TIGUTDAAN wnd this zine scencd nadidy concerned over the DTAR TRUK contro-
Versv-«-=°o.“1csth1‘1b I havs no ruuu opinion cn eithar pro or con. &ince then
TICHLAOAY has gone throvzh o 1ot of low periods, The last vorl issuve uas pube

~

lished last Cepiemiop-—=thoy 'h Joha Reobinson has published g cwvﬂu of Iwief

intorin issues nammmchuJ&mgmhuulmn.uihms,1m,m%,.ehmm:bnc
zive a good 1!1»51-‘:;?’1'1; iato what fen are thinking, ‘I’I"ufs th.se has been less o
renct o latelye-—cither to praisc or to coxd Grn, 20 Bath s‘1ck often wrote

about her fabmlous job in zlamorous follywo SOC = em DY cnnvast @y hookstore job
hes got to seem tane, I do haadlo SF txue but T also handic Gothics, Ccecult
}mdxcﬁrﬂ]smﬁswm-mmtrmm. Pﬂﬂ*%fﬂwm&vufmjﬂ,db4W'MJEA.

that he section I handls, The bookistore handles all sorts o7 books,

dis -

I did heve ar inkling thoush, that oditiq« TB would not & all roscs, So
visualizing ~ dcarth of letters, I ashod Tric ,cqualnt_gces, evell cnenies
for book reviews, articles, nrtiorke—: h“""vr” I COul .Jole oy Tinszle, No=-
thing is too snealy ard undorhanced Tor a new fanzine Oult r uwithout material
facing aupty stencil after ompty otcncil. i appointed lemis Jaros assistant
editer (my Tirsw dirviy ufwc:,) s0 that iFf I wore stue: writing overything for
T3y he would writc half, MNe's always wmnuum to publish 2 fanzine hot lacked
tho fime, ninco==—-certainly not chutzmoh, I sent out carxds =hich one WAy Oor ane
other eried HILF and %tﬂrcor climbinz the walls as July appronched and no
lotters or material roured, One xeason for this is that John Nobinson :ms late

in pudlishing the fay issue. I got it 2t the ead of June =nd I'n 9 2irly close
Lo Albany so other zreas ﬂ&j not have received it even as Y write thl I saw
2n issue of articles end reviews Lub po lebters. Tu a letterzine, that's a

disaster,

There should be nore art nexi issue; I had irouble there, One person vho
promised art didn't send it in, Anji Valcnza sent sosic rizht at the deadline
and I was only able to it one piece in. Anji is 2 now member and you will dee
Tinately Ve saoing nore oF his smwrk as he is {protnbly) doing the covor on the
September issuve, Gil Galer is doing the Hovenhor cover—=-—after that T don't
fnowe My renl need is for snzll interior arte--srt thot nmakes those colwms of
priat less lo?biddi$8"""trjn lation HELF. Art is oa mny mind more as I couldn't
draw ny way into & paper dag let alone out' of it,

o

Raviens and articles werc less cff o problem, Maybe I Aidn't HOXYy AS nuch

S T can write it not draw, T can't say I woulé 1like the thousht of 7illing in
ive emply vages but I probably could, However I had some preblems here too,
fohn Robinson nroniscd to Torward ~n arti clu and didn't, The nerson I asked to
review TID IFRITAGE OF HASTUR didn'ts he diad try covld covldn't socn to get a
h;n\Wa ou the hook, Hatvrally hs tells ne this Just before the deadline so I
can’t get anyone else to do the review., I sunnose I could co it Put, well, I
reviered that boek in ancther fanzine and,.....bmt then the thourht comes to me,
I wrote thet revisy last August; haven't T had any new thoughts in the meantime?
S0, yup, you are going to be aubjacted to yet another Darkover trip folks,

Bty

Here I may as well state a few voints of wollcy. I do want revieuws and
articles but only a limited amount as TICHTBEAN is supposed to he prun wrily a
letterzine, T already have three tentative book reviews for next issue aad can
only use five at mest and would like a meovie review also as so many SF Tilms arce
coning out, But write Tirst as I'd hate to have you snend all that time doing
2 revizi only te tell you that I bave a review of that alzeady, OF course Joanne
can use reviews o¥ books, fanzinos, Filus cte. too which evoryone sihould leep in
mind.

-J=



L}

Also the articles, reviews and lettera express the opiniocn of the person
whose nare is signed to that letter, review or article, No ons elss's, I will
occasionzlly print an article or review which expresses opinions diametrically
opposed to mine as I know my opinion is not sacred or even necessarily wiser
than someone else's, I beiieve that there is room for all of us in fandome-——
even in tha N3P, letters naturally express the opinion of the letier writer
but I may edit if you are too long winded, Editing is not the same as censor-
ship; a good editor (and I wouid 1ikes to bs a good one,) tightens up letters
so that they meke their point more clearly. This is necessavy as I'm not gnite
as short of letters as I thought I would be, Thanks for writing,

~ Here I might as well say that I am not looking for short story lists=e=Joh
disremembered there., Gil Gaier, 1016 Beech Ave, Torrance, CA $0501 is so send
them to him, T want lists of your 20 favorise SF/frntasy novels--—-only one per
author. I will discuss the results when I get a fair sampling; either Septembe:
or Nsvember. Also send all mail to P, O. Box 5, Pompton lakes, NJ C7442 as the
local PF¥{f kids here in Weyne swiped my mailbox. It's completely gone and I
wonri't be putting up another one for awhile,

Sharon Wilkerson is no longer running the Welcommittee so I would like all
Welcommittee members who wlsh to continue in that office and any persen that
wishes to join the Welcommittee to write here. Thie way the membership will at
least be known-—-a good first step,

Anyone who wishes to take pot luck as to getting SF books, can seﬁd me 30
in postaze and get four SF novels back, Specify what sort of éF you 1like ang ¢
1°11 try to please you. I'm having severe storage problems., -

Anyone interested in the book exchange can also write here, tell
of SF he's interested in and I'1l try to work something out, I've had?Zézo§;§:
of queries already awi Eric Jambersky isn't exactly thrilled with .ing the
bock exciiange. L

Anyone who wishes to run for office or for the Directorate should pay his
dues and declare his candidecy in next month'’s TNFF. Be sure to include your pi
form when you declaye cancdidacy.

Also, believe it or rot. I would like to know how I can make TIGHTBEAM bet=-

ter, (I also hope to keep it non political) Write and tell me your thoughts on

the matter.
N

~He



THE PIESIDENT'S MESSAGE

] 1-101st STREIT
JOHY ROBIN:
JEgH TROY, M. Y. 12180

JE 28, 1976

Mike Bzker has agroed to reseive nuction iters for the RF Auction at the
WorldCon. Cend your old fangines, 2tc, to hin,

"5F Roow

/¢ hlke Bakar

Jox 5808 S
Krnsas Citr, MG 64011

TFlease send your contributions hefors Ausust (if pot:3ible) as it may take
2 feur weeks to avrive, I vou thin there's soneons crazy cnomwzh to bid on
vhataver you've got, be curc to send it, e have enouch nerbors in Florida so
that I'n hoving it +1l11 Le casier to ma’e arrangoments conviently next year
vithout making riore work fov a couriitee marbor,

Lzrry Dosme 11l be the auctionder, Me aeelds o large audiencse o be sure
to be at the auction 1{ jyou nake the vwoildlon, e need N3F room helpers, Cone-
tact Joanne Burger if you 2.r Lielp out, Jonne's address is: Joannc Burger,
55 Bluebonust Ct,, Lake J=2ieon, ©¥ 77506,

vhile T have reccived cowmds «nd lebtors shouing interest in the YWriters'
ixchanze, no one has volurtuered to :m 4t 28 yet., ¥e can't have a uriters'
excahnpze if there isn't scmecne to make it ver™, Write nmg if you are intercated

T'n lonking for sviteble neturis) Lo usc on Fractis Takles, This raterial
should M uscf) to ncofans and bo lets thar Tve pauses ia length, Chilefs of
Bureaus thot offer services to non Neffers shordd send summaries of up to ons
pace dJdescribin the sexrvices they offur. Also noeded are fanzmine reviews and
1listinzs, con listings, hook rovicus, btrief domeriptions of projeets such as
the one GAl Caicr hes poing to rate SF bocks and vhathaveyou. As long a8 it's
brief, I'n intorcsied, These {lyers ets. could be collated and put out on a
freebie table s info for neotars, or they might he run off ia quantitios of
200 or more throuzh Albawny Statc oF Sceicty's hulk uniling, I think that it ia
generally agreed that the ¥F ic doing a reasomably jood job of initiating neo=-
Pans within its ranks: no: ¢ shonld e deiug zonething cutslde of the group,
By thie mcans we mipght evea gobt cons wlthout necfar roone to create space on
Froobic Tables Tor Neofan Intorrmation Contuere or whatcver they may wish to call
this service,

Thosce of you rvnning f£or office should ~nncmneo your intentions before the
¥orldecon. Tt is necessary to ney your dnes Tor 1977 when declaring condidacy,
All dues ars payablec to Jenic iatnb,

R #dE AN
Those interested in St~r Trek fondon and have any gquestions =2bout it, o
should send a SASK to-e= STAR TREK HBLOUICITITHE, Shirley £, laiowsly, 481
Main Stroet, Hatfield, MA 01023

ICAAC ACTHMOV SPF MACGAZING 5111 stard ont as a quarterly and move to bi-
nonthly subliciiion 17 @uoush peoplc purch:se it according 1o news from LOCUS .
From others it secus thai a elltorial andé Intrcdneticn to each story or author
7111 De Asinov's nain Job. Idke BLLEPY QUANN ~LITLRY MAGAZING aad othar 2ines
with a top anther featured in its nane; this.publication is noant to fill an
ares._not now coverol, )

~5~



THT MISEING LINK=-=AllD NEUS

News 1fke Tiction is an expression of people. If you sca the nane of
soneonc you fmor, you're ant to 1ook closer=e=but are you +111inz, vhen you
hear of' someone doinz somethiin; (or hzving it cons to ther) to take typevriter
or pen in hand and send tha nows in to TYFR ox TIGHT3RAN? If you =re, you
deserve somd sort of medale=-or at leaszt a Neffer Neuws Durean rembershin to-
ken. An? if you not only zend ia a story hut staxt lonking for itome around
you, and mayhe 2sz questions in lotiers to get iafo on what that person you're
»riting to is deiag, vou'l}l be able Lo proluce repeated items,

A bookiealer or reviewer is hourdé to thini: ~bout things to say about 2
net: vapertaci, zine or herlcovere-—or mevic, TV progran, cte. Saume goes with
sonenne interazsted in 2 rrojscl of any sori---or in doinz scmething with the
Intereets oi” theaselves cr cihiors in siud, I you sce someonc reacing a SF
book and get acquainted and he or she has ¢ o copics of the' NICROMANTICON,
what ould you do? Aft r Tou talk him oul of a CopY, Of course,,...first thinss
cona, first.. One. ihing. yow-ora.do is zet detadls of the thing, or his collection,
and write it wp Tor & Tanzine. Wt Jwit telling about the one bool: you got. or
ahout that pewson, would de a sort of news—==csnecially if it's someone who
hms some other rolaticashin sith our ield such as being an actor in some SF
mevie, ote. HMews is relationshing,

then I get to cons I auvite often nect corrcsponcents for the first timee
Tiné someoune named Lee is 2 indwv, aot = man (an? sonetines a lettsr or any info
given leaves ovt such srall detatls)., You m-y find someone You net has done
art for a Yaazize in 2 city helTiav across the state (ené I had that oxperie
ence riile ta¥iag a comrse on offsel nrinting oice), IF you don't meet ~ fan,
or anything like onz, in your home tom; veu can ¢o it by meil and the ways

are 2s nany as imagination con shor,

I beecame a ecrresnondent of onc nre artiet by vritning him after seeing
an ad in a ragezine~=-and a prozine at thate--and not z SF zine either, That
is how I becanc o corrcsvondent of Maures Bok, 5 @an vho has sometines been
called a hernit and sonevhat 210f, {iie hrd some oF his rrt stolen by "vriends"

~ and relatives 5o I urderstenc how he ¥clt.) Hannes it dead nov but I wouldn't

~have kmovm him unless T wrote, I could 2180 have writien certnin authers by
'riting to the publishing conpany, Jdoma wisht answer; soms rishi not but
Tinding what incererts taem s “he ey to getting a xzeply,

fo it is possible to zet in touch with pros~==ror news but a pro needs
time to do his uerim=wrritiar or e¢Citing or art—-hut-some-+ill- be willing. to
reply. At the sane tire, nore can be expected to give you their twme so to
denmand time iz feoliss anc heorish,

It’s even casicv than hanging un when you send a letter to some Pro=w=so

if you don't think ¢ then and chare =ny questions you ask with that in ning,
" thesgpsuitadeLollrdiog. Al u .

.

Hot all of you »ill bother to =rite anyonc ox talk to anyone at a con,
Anc even if you do, you may not tell anvca®s Tut if you do bccoine active in
this way anl send news in, oa mayr inspire others to do the same, The result
ghould be more reus for rou, for th: N3IT zines noed news, Fron you and your
friends, If you want to stcrt a "branci® of the news buresu, go ahead, TITt's
for memders wanting items for thair winge=-if 2 have it, I c=n send it; at
least to some of the fi-st to ask: Ard you can ask me for detaile and 1'11
‘read vhal you say abeut your pariicualar interssts, nrojects ctc, For besides
belng curious, I'n hurz up on rassing on nesws to others,

70 I can get more.ncws.in rotwen? Zurs, but also bocause I'm curious,
“ttan Voolston--

G



TECHNOLOGY IM SiF: A LAMENT

by Anji Valenza

_lately I've besn beccwing more and more selsctive about what sf
17311 read. I don't know if 3%'s the "New Wave," the New New Wave” The Creep-
ing Fantasy or just bed hooch; tut for some reason, what I like to read is
becoming vory, very scarce indeced. Vhere are the technologlesl stories of
yesterysar?

I wish X kraw, T have several ideas, which, like all of my ideas,
are open to questicna. Lnd engver,

What I mesn by "teckroliogical™ perhzps needs explasination. I re-
for to stories dealing with the creation of techmology and its subsequent efe
fects on people ord eltwailons. This techmology may bs from either the "hard®
or "s~fi" sclences snd tio writs-'e knowlsdcc of the sciznee in which he/she
is woring ehould ta as tuorour:: as possibia. For the reecord, I am not in-
cludinz thinge suci as priitic: 1 "science,” secretarial "science,” or many
of the "mmanistic” payel slogies, as I feel these ars not sciences at all.

What I do not mean ar> stories such as are now very common in ST
fandom == where ore unges the af “rappings of a spaceship, The Void, & couple
of aliens running around, but tells a story (usually soms kind of love story)
that iz not affected by these trappings in any real way. They are the Great
American Novel in a futuristic setiing; they seem toc mo to bs stories that
would work out the same vay ii tae time wera now. I find it impossible to
believe that given a tlme -ihare such spacechips and spaca travel etc. are po-
ssible, humen vaive3 &nd custsrm3 would remaein as they ars todsy.

This 13 not the only thing I am “rebelling® a~ainst; it seems that
most of what is writen now is either teetering on the k:iink of fantasy, or on
the brink of sword and sorcery,. or, for sore reason, ic leaving me totally be-
wildered and singvlarly unimpressed. I eamnot pirmoint zhy I get these feeling:
but I think I may have hit upon what it is that is causing the demise of my
favorite literzture.

Sclencs fictior of the kind of which I sm en evid fan wes mostly
(I should say most profussly) produced in the 50's, and earlier. There was a
differsnt soclel climsts then, aot, I will admit, one that I particularly like
as I look back on it; tut there was somethiry diffarent., There was a change
in the 60's; the emphasis zhifted from ths ;-oup to the Individual. There was
a rise in wheteverlils th=i people refer to o5 "humenirm.” Scmething that has
been, it seems to me, opr~;2d to science frva time immcworisl. It is something
1 gee in my om field of zuyshology; in the 50%s, behavi-ism was "all the rags'
but ever eincs the G0's (the letier 60z to he more specizie) behaviorism has
fallen into ever increasing diefavor, apparsntly because it is seen cs dehuman~
ising, putting man on the level of other animals. I myself have troubls seeing
thia point of view; and talking cbout psychology with & Freudian has been
known to leave me disgusted with the whole human rece. Fraudians hate behaviore
ists (at least the one's I know.) and thair methods, it seems, on general prin-
inlBSQ



In very much the seme way, technology is being shafted, and for the
same reascns. People feel that it is dehumanizing. Anything that is dehuman-
izing is to be lashed cut against. And it seems peopls will lash out against
technology be it in “real 1ife" (by tearing up IBM cards etc), in paperback or
in hardbound. The sentiment I have encountered with sf is that a story which
usues that great evil Technology mvst be dehumenizing; people have %tid me that
they"coumn't see how a technological work could be written with "human inter-
est.

Any story, to be effective, mmst have "human interest., There must be
something that psople can relate to within a ctory before any human will be in-
terested in it. Dut what interests humans is ravely the same thing from year
to year. Right s-withe interest of the market is in tmasn interest’ (why does
it sesm that I'n talking in c'roles? Iim really not) urd it is the market whch
ultimately deteroines wiat wil be written. The markzi. = the readership.

Whet sosms to be verr popular with the readership, the TV and movie
rarket, is ne¢ lcager what can te callied sclence liction, but what may mc. ap=
reopriately called anti-soienocs fiction. Witness movies like "Rellerball.” or
Logan's Run, and TV shows like Space 1999, which, judging by the size eni num-
ber of promo ads taken out in Variety for the ehow may be one of the mozt pop=-
ular thingzs ever %o hit the media. I would hmdly cell the views of sciunce
in the first two favoral®; es for the latter, I cun do no beiter than tc ugree
vith Igaso Asimev in his Sept 28, 1975 artlcle in The New York Times. Most
o? the "science" presented theirin is erroneous; a good deal of it is unfor-
givably erronecus, This is the kind of thing that people like me teke offence
at; such errors and inacocuraciles.

I often find it amszing that science fiction is becoming so popular
vhen science is becoming so unpopular. Maybe because there is little sf being
written sround seience ard more becing written about peopls. Pshaps bscause its
being written in the style of fantesy (I'm almost tempted to argue that a good
deal of it 48 fantasy and not sf at all.

What may be going on is that the readers, the viewers, the mark:i for
sf have been living in a time where the umsual, the revolutionary, the v:-ird
and 80 on are all valued. Sf posesses thece qualities, with its alien s3iiings
and idees, faraway places ard what has been called "sense of wonder." But the
current market, or the majority thereof, have lost their feeling for science.
Seience bas become very diverse, very specialized. I have heard a mumbsr of cole
lege science department heads bemoaning the dearth of registrants for sdvanced
and basic courses. They do not undsrstend very muoch of what is going on; and
they canseitnsr study it, or ignore it (unich they realize they can’t) or strike
out against it. Tha last is by far the eaciest, and for whatever reason, they
seem to those the sasiest. The most avaiabls sf on the market today seems to
cater to both these factors; there are the alien setting, the futuriatic back-
grounds, and a plot full of aati.science or, ill-researched science or hardly
any science at 21i. Feople who urderstand technology (or who are willing to
try to), are forced over to either reading older works or writing their own.

There is undoubtedly someone out there who will interpret what I am
saylng as putting down the current stock. Maybe I am, I am trying not to,but
when writing this kind of article it's not all that easy to be as objective as
one would like, I am putting forth what I like and don't like. Maybe there are
some good technical stories arocurnd; I haven't as yet found them and would like
vary much to do so. But for now, it seems, I will have to sit and write, and edit,
22d koep 1ooking « ¢ o o \,

e oo



BUCK RODGERZ, WHERE ARE YOU WHEN WE NTED YOU?

Zeience Fiction since its early days in the pulps of the thirties has
always been an action-adventure genre with a readily identifiable hero. Flash
Gordon has been fighting off Ming and the hordes of Mongo for forty ycars now.
These early heros have been men rho stood for kom, the flag and apple nie. Then
over the years we have been treated to the glories of Kimball Kinneson in the
lensman sevies whose superhuman feats staved off{ evil directed by Boskone cown
to Shevek in TiI'Z DISPOSSHSSTD who, thoush being a veiy different sort cf hero in
extevnal anpeavances, is in reality a man with the same sort of drive anc deter-
nination in search of his goal that Kinneson is,

ihat then hanpencd this year? Has the hero been banishecd by revisionists?
Is there a nefarious zlot underway to unrdermine the last forty years and renlace
it with art? Are we supposed to escape the ghetto and become the candidate for
more than snickers from the literati? '

I say #e should rut an and to this rape of all that's true and proper in
SF and that it should begin nowl :

The Tive novels nominated for the Hugo this year are sorry exanvles of the
creeping evil that has afflicted 5F, Consider 774 COMPUTZR CONNECTIONW by Alfred
Bester, Here we are rressnted uith the concept of a groun of multinle heroes
who are heroes only tc each othz2r and even then no one of them takes the other
seriously. In onc serment Sequoya (the newest member of the group,) is talking
with Cuiz (another moleman) to the effect that he wants 2ll) humanity to be like
him and if he has to kill cvery one of them to do it; he will, All the members
of the group are suprenely selfish to the point of absurdity and more egoboo
they don't neecd,

This desire for porsonal gratification at the expense of others is a pre-
dominant thourh probatly not consciously derived feature of our heroes, but.one
of the characters puts the finger on the cential vroblem from my point 6f viet===
the lack of passion, None ci' the molemen has zny conscious desire for anything
save the survival of their miseratie hides, Th:ir bodily functions arc sub-
conscious of course=—==the staach growls and tizan you eat; but for mentally de=-
termined action there is no cuncern, Oux hercss drift aleng with the tide of
humanity and whichever way the human wind blowse, dhat’s the way they co. Now
one may reasonably arsne that, by the nature of being impervious to oxdinary
death, they would be very cynical and thus desireless or passionless but this
rezsoning does conflict with their sentiments expressed at numerous points in
the story as well as alluded to above, .

Thus we are left with a story which has no heroes worth the name=--because
of this lack of passion., I don't think that this novel is worth the time needed
to vead it and I ask di¢ anyone really like the story? Is there any enjoyment
ir reading about heroes who go about the business of heroes when they fecl like
it? This may occur on the full moons of millenial yeaxs. I think not.

Anoizar one of the novels nominated for the Hugo this year is THE FORRVER
WAR by Joo Haldemsn, In this novel we do have a hero but an odd sort of hero.
Tn one w2 he is li%ze ¥the characters of the previous novel in that he is prone
4o Arift along allowing the society to dictate his actions,

Mands?la is in many ways a symbol=---a symbol of the postactiviste=-it's a



rotten world and, damn it, we tried to chanme it but you wouldn't let us so
noit it's every man for himself, But, mind you, they're going io screw you

to the wall for what you iried to Go to them., Instead of, as in the classics,
the hero having a clearly defined goal uswally involving; the protection of
society in some mamner; e have a hexro with no goal at all since he doesn't
care if he survives, Touwrds the beginning of the novel, he does have some
sense of self and kindvel vreservation but this is carefully lost in a seriles
of carefully structurcd .. aves after particular missions,

what Mandella is in essence is the anti hero with a curious twist, Uith
a classic anti-=hero you urve aa exnressed belief that the world is conspiring
against hin even though ha knows that there is nothing that he can do about
it. Ho is helpless, In 7I% FORBVER ¥AR the hero admits that everyone is out
to et hin but he just goes one step further than wsual when he indicates he
Just doesn't care,
Ll i et LS AN T Vg

I view Mandella snd tha. ‘novel as enjoyable ut they are not the Xkind of
heroes anyone could look un to==-ii you were Mandella's mother, would you
put A gold star in your irindou?

Tane third book in this seedy series of Huzo nominees is DOORYAYS IN THE
SAND by Rozer Zei:zzny, Ilare w2 have a hero of sorts that is strikingly fam-
i1licr to 311 of us-==itt base 1ies in most of the bad situation comelies of
the past tventy years., It reninds one afiectionately of "I Love Lucy.”

In a typlcal opisode she would concort a nefarious plan to accomplish
her objective===be it a trip cr even an extra twenty from Ricky. Then hexr
master plan woulé take on a life of its own getting her into various absurd
situations during which she -rould have to ma Lo a complcte fool of herself in
orxder to get out,

Cassidy appears in a somewhat similar situation in the book, At various
times, he is attaciked by undersround hoodlums, taken by extraterrestrian cops,
attacked by vari.:s other B=icvie heavies, pressuxed by the governmicat, his
university--~help! Enovgh alraady.

What we have here is a sitcom hero pure and simple, ready and waiting for
the next episode---come to tnink of it maybe it should be put on the tube
right between S$TAR TREZK and ICST IN SPACE., He ooohs and ahs in the proper
spots, has all the corrcct reactions to ladies and is perfect for the family
hour,

But a hero---oh come on now===if you take him for a hero, my friend, you
have been sold a bill of soods from the wcxrd zo. And a2s a nominee, who's kide
dinz vhom? Ah well the will of the majority. lhere the hell are those philo-
sophfr kin~s when you ﬂccd uhem°

Thé fourth of this yﬂar Huvo nominces is the soﬂﬁnd by the nreviously
successful team of larry MNiven and Jerry Pournelle, *i4RNO is in wany vways
a curious book but here we shell look at the Tigure of Allan Carpeniier-—-a
oF writer,

Of course this in itself poses problems—-==do you mow any heroic SF
writers? But beyond that obvious problem let us look at the role he plays in
the book. From the bezinning we are presented with an image of him as being
extremely insecure, pandering to the masscs to soothe his badly fractured ego.
whoever heard of a hero with an ezo problcm? Especialiy a SF hero? Even
more especially a SF hero who happens to be a writexr? Afier his totally un-
regrotted passing, (nothing like a one caxr fimeral to hoost the ego) he goes
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to Hell, As an aside I susnect that most of fandom will end up thers, He goes

to a Hell much like Donte's Inferno and attemnts to end his existence there by
denying that the place exists, ‘hea this course of actlon fails, he enlists

the 2id of 2 dubious but entirely nnpropriate guide, e then procedss on a series
of adventurcs that sound more iiXke the Tictionalized version of a two week

middle class weeation with the two kids, the doz and the mother=in=law,

Ile eventually achizves his goal and becomes in the process a sort cf SF
Archianzel whose job it is to suide lost souls to the greater plory of Chu, IHere
then e have a very stranze sort of hero=---¢ very reluctant wncertain cgo-mise
begotten sort who rete the job done almost in spite of himself, MNot the sort
of man you weuld look up to-==even I wouldn't ook up to him, Check off anoiner
in our seeninzly vnin search for z hero,

The T£inal noninee for this year's Ingo is THE STOCHASTIC MAN Dy Rovert Sil-
verbarg and here too e have a hero off sorts—--thet is the only way to refer to
hin~=-in snite of hinsels, he uanages to lose, In spite of the fact that the
whole course of action is 12id out for him; (his very nature in the novel is
thot of one who is gifted with psi porers vhich encole him to chart the Tuture
correctly,) in gpite of all this he loses the vatile aad the war,

Yhy you moy ask? Did he hzave bad breath or Lody odor? Though he may have
had these thinzs, thay ¢id not canse his nrovlems, e is a hero but a hero who
is self=-nitying, whose concern is strictly for his oum well being, TIn the be=-
cinning of the novel his job is to assist a powrer nmad politician in his reach
for nouer, liz does this tno uwell-==so well that he loses his job., The pouver
nad politico suffers bLecavse of this firiag hich may be a good thing for the
novel, Tut the heve laciks coniidence, Tirst of all in himself, second in tho
nolitician he is aiding and Tinzlly in society as a vhole,

Is this the sort of man you would have defending the toin from the attack
of the invader? Iell, he couldn't he an effoctive champion of his owm underirear
much less the kinz. Oh well, chalk up another loser, In fact on the last page
Hichols tells us that God does not rule by a throw of the dice, If this is true,
how did¢ we end up with such a loser here? Where the hell are those philosopher
kings vhen you need them?

Durinz this brief survey of the Huzo novzl nominees, I have tried to find
a hero. I have regretfully veen unable to find anything worth the name, Ve
have heroes who don’t care about the society they live in or about themselves
and heroes who are so laughably funny in novals that were not intended to be
funny=--or such is my impression

"here have all the heroes sone?=-=gonec to graveyards cveryone=-==as in the
sonz? No, I think not; they have just gone into hiding, thy have they gone
- ~—4nto-hiding,- you might ask? Is it a fear of the literati? Nave the academics
and their pompous disscection of SF caused unnsecessary self-=Tlagecilavion? NMaybe
so, ULvzr since the late sixtics, when the mundanes began to disccver the world
of S, there has been something approaching paranoia regardiang this Tield,

.

And vhy? Vhy is it necessary to make SF into Art? ‘ihy is it necessary to
flee the ghetto into the lilerary suburbs? As far as I am concerned the shetto
is comfortable enoush, I am not a purist and would welcome anyone to fandom
but I will not put on my Sunday Go to Meeting clothes just to welcome them, If
they like it here Fine; if they con't, they know where the door is,

If they don't like the kind of writing that has been done then they can read
Jackie Susann or Peter Benchly, No one asked them here, So if fancdom and SF
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has a case of halitosis or heroitis, there is no reason to abandon the con-
cepts that have made SF what it is today. And where wounld the field be with=-
out the hero?===not very far. From its beginning the hero=-supernman has been
a mainstay of the field, Hot necessarily just a hero who only used the seat
of his pants (and there have been a lot of these,) but also those who have
used their mental abilities to guide or change or preserve their world or
society at a crucial noment, Now I am not asking for a rcturn to bad writing
with cardboard characterizations but what I am askinzg for is a story with
something resembling a plot which can and often does center on a hero,

Let the literati go back to wherever they came from and let SF return
to its normal, natural state. Who cares what the mundanes think of tais or
of anythingz else? Who cares what the mundanes think of us? Certainly not I,
IT the mundanes can produce LOST IN SPACE or SPACE: 1929, vhat right have
they to turn up their noses at us? Lone. We could sneer back at them but,
Just as effectively, we can haul up the drawbridze on the moat surrounding
the ghetto and let the mundsnes stare,

No, the hero has not been banished by revisionists; he has just fone into
hiding in the face of the art noninated for the Fugo this year., There is an
insideous plot to change the foundations of the SF story in order to make it
more palatable to those outside the shetto, Let them snicker-=-we are happy
here and as long as xe arc, who the hell cares what they think?

Oh, Buck Rodgers, forzgive us for we have SinNel.secesees
; ~==Dennis Jarog
#AddaraH |

((In the next issue, Dennis will take on the S& hero, hopefully.))
dHEABLEFNH

All you Neffers who attend MidAmeriCon are urged to drop by the NFFF
room while you are there. It 1ill be an oasis of quiet in the Con, a place
to talk, rest, play mames, etc. And, of course meet other Neffers and
other con goers. The room is open to everyone at the Con, not restricted
to Neffers, I look forward to seeing you all there.

- e===Joannec 3urgcr

#HHEFRRSR

GALILZ0, the new Boston-based [F zine, is looking for voluntecrs to help
in production, Ten hours a week for a ycar is needed, This is basically
for New Englanders,

This neuws came to Cathy licCuire from Instant Messaze and Dave Shank.,

"As of late September sometime, I will be 0@ of the ama RAPS," Cathy
MeGuire, vho is looking for more news=contacts for New Yook and ad joining
areas, And one is in this iten: '

"If you want international news, Jan Howard Finder pubbs a neuszine from
Italy that is very complete, It's called SPANG 2ILAH and his address is:
P3C Box 61%, APO M, Y. 09293. It's available for 50¢ or the usual.”
' ===Cathy McGuire

Anyone who speaks or reads French should try REQUIEM, the fanzine of French
Canada vhich contains, reviews, fiction, articles and letters. It covers books
published in both French and English, ¥rite Norbert Spehmer, 455 Saint-Jean,
LONGUZUIL, P, Q. Canada JMI 2Z3 31,00 each or 6/35.00. He nicht send a
copy if you ask nicely though. '
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BOOX REVIZENS
DHALCGREY by :anucl Delany
reviewed by CGil Gaier

DHALGREN'S plot is simplic, the concepts are not: Kid comes into the city
of Bellon= some time after a catastropne had went it; the bulk of the inhabit-
ants are dead or have fled, Those remaining ave enjoyinz squandering their
lives and feeding on one another, The city has tecome a crucibls =2nd the people
arc in mermanent group therapy. Herce Kid finds a hone, love, leadcrshivn, fane
nlenty of respect, and all the sex he can handlc; he even becomes an auvthor,
Then, after 879 pases, Kid leaves towm and the hoox is ended, but the story
is not; there are cnoush nysteries, questions, and discoveries renmining to
seriously involve you in the question of =hether the seccond reading will clarify
natters, Delany made his Kid of nythic stuff; he used hin az if too much
straightformmrdness would destroy his creation., Thus you never get a real
grin on X¥id, was his last adventure = fontasy dream or reality? It's difficult
for evsn Kid to ’‘ncide since reality keeps changing for him: time distances,
an¢ the order of cvents,

Certainly the action/adventure ias not the story's major attraction; the
Tine quick character strokes, often clear and well-nointed, wcren't cither,
The story's main attraction lies in the time/plnce descrivtions, the colorful
scenes, the words which Toice you to sink into events and feel the vair tempo
of 2 new lire,

Delany's great creation is the fascinating city of 3ellona: it's a
ghetto world; it's a plagve city ofter the plazue; 3t's a catalyst; it's the
great spot on the face of Jusitew., YET, I balicve Tellona is Delany's concept
of Heaveny, OSome evidence: all dress as they please since there are no tempera-
ture chanzes, no rain, no wind, no 7larins sun; therc are no ploice, no lay=—
no real " oot need for any either; food, water, liquor, shelter is available
for the ta%king; there is no work to be cdonec other than vhat you ant to do;
there is almost total sexunl permissiveness (and sex is available in most ways
any tinme it's needed), no veneral desease (lord help them if there had been a
case or two), and no restrictive huritan ethic; no aninals (excent one) to
‘interfere with the human enphasis; gone is hunanity's need for property and
possessions (individuals scem to possess very little-—-considering there is
a whole city to be looted); there are all kiands of people from which to choose
to associate; enough unususl happenings occur to kecp one fron metting hored;
people seem to smell good (even 1o the breath) and taste pood in spite of
layers of dirt, sweat, gizmm, and vhatall, (Aside from pormo books, this is
the most ANTI=-FASTIDIOU: and "GROSS" novel I've ever read, In fact every
hundred pages or so I got this craving to take a shawer, wash out my meunth
and get laid,)

Delany's ultinate preecscupation is with sex, Admititedly the inhabitants
of his Bellona like %o par'y, eat, drink, lounge around, merk a bit, and enjoy
each others' company., But Delany's major attocks are on the boundaries of
the realers' sexual permissiveness, Through his cherscters and their exploits
he challenges the limits y~u've set; he tests them 1:ith scenes of candor, and
grim, fuoky kinkyness, and ss=xual enisodes dacling with couples, threa-ones,
anc groups/fheterosoxualitr, bisexuality, an® aonossxuality. Reading DYALGREN

is like groping a bered 1ivs wire=--you get the Fuil AC/iLC charge, it's
cmrlative effect will denend on houw iavolved you can hecome and how flexible
your sexunl attitudes are. (Ultimately I ot to the point where I could hear _ -
a small voice deep inside me saying: if he's poing to eat it, the least he
_could do is wash it off Tirst.,) You come away from certain scenes Tecling
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you've just watched an X rated movie, lost of our sexual Ffantasies are gnawsd
on, Down to the bone, DHAIGREN's not going to bend any straight arrows, tut
they'1l know they've been twengsed in somebody's bow,

Delany thinks, reacts, and writes lyrically; he uses poetic techniques
acain and azain to sound continuvous melodic undertones, Tine alter time you
find themn: assonance, consonance, alliteration, rhyme, direct repetition, and
cadences vhich mirror the words' neaninz, Ilere is one of Delany's sentences
rearvanzed to noint up his mastery of sound repetition., It's awe-inspiring,

"Renenbering not a moment
of grace but a moment
Jaced with - it, I am throwm

back on 2 present
vhere only
the intensity of the senses
can justify this warath,
the look
of ‘shadon
on her shovlder, lizht on her hip
a reflection on the blrekened.
glass light up

from belouw," (&52)

Another of his achievements fa his stunning similes and metaphores, They
are pandemic and waxnly apdropriate at cach anpearance.
Here are a few yancom sanples:
"L ee2 7indow sill set with glass teeth like an extinguished
jaaCk"O-lantemo oo l" (23)
"Je wondered if she heard the questlon mark on his sentence, small

as a period,” (32)
", .omile a vhite sun made a silver pin cushion in the tree tops..."
(216)

Delany’s use of the "umnecessary detzail" has fevsstating effect, Often a
point need not be made, but deing nade illuminates the scene and makes it
intinete and visuval: "He took it, saluted Kid with a fork with twisted tines,
then dronped his shoulders and shoveled,"

DHAIGREH is £illed with the author's self=-indulgence, flamboyant images,
incomplete thoughts and characters; his city which conspires to make myths
trve (p. 278); his enigmatic mysteries; his sgomes with words, names, and sit-
nations, Delany tes%s our metal (usually silver); he hides himself in his own
shador; he says less than he has to say.

But if you have patience, can stand ambiguity, and are permissive con-
cerning others' sexual activities, you'll revel in Kid's guided tour through
Delany’s heaven,..er...5cllona,

DHALGDEN by Samuel R, Delany published by Bantom Jan 75 $1.95
dHEREEEFS
THE FOREVER WAR by Joe laldeman
reviewed by Dennis Jarog

THE FOREVER VAR latest in a series of pro and anti-war SF novels is by
far the best, has already won the Nebula and seems a reasonable bet to take
the Hug‘o °

It is the story of William Mandella who fights in and seemingly, by luck
alone, survives an eons long war to witness the changes over the years, Thus
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the story incorporstes sone of the features of several different types of LF
stories., It is first and foremost a :my story detailing lMandella's efforts

in the Taurean Jar, Secondly it is a time travel story bhacnuse of the use of
time dilation in the novel, Thirdly it is a hard science story necause of the
detailed use of collansars and the infusion of other hard science such as
cloninz, I think the story succeeds in all ithree sreas,

T FORSVZR AR is an anti~ =2¢ story nirroring the stupidity of the nili-
tary machine Trom its beginning wherein it automatically tekes the worst nos-
sitilisty and makes it rezlity., The bezimning of the war was a nistake in that
it did not have any cause Tor heing fouzght but in anothir respect it did have
a roison d'ctre in that the cconony is at its strongest when a linited war is
beins Tought, There arc those who say that Nam was started for just that reason,
The book also shows that one thingz never changese—-=the general inconpetance
that military machines have shom from prehistoric times into.the present and
beyond, It =lso Lo an extent replies to a pro war feeling in previous HFw——
most obviously exempnlified by UTARCHIP TROOPER:

Seconc. the novel is an effective time travel story =s it reveals the
changes on marth from the rerspective of jiandella who ages one year for every
hundred on Earth as he emu:xiis and retwrns from campaizn, It is hard to say
rvhether Haldeman paints an optimistic or a pessinistic view of the futire but,
in any case, he scens to srirgest through most of the book that the selfish
stupidity so obviously preizat i today's socizty, will still be there, ihen
change does come, it will i so shirp that we can't (as Iandella can't) pre=
dict it . -

Firally as a hard science ncvel it succeeds, The entire war is built
arounc tli2 collansaxs whichk rre in essence, rclativistic shortecuts thrcouzh
space. Aad Mardella‘s existzonce 311 the story comes as the wesult of another
relativistic shenominon---tine dilation, As one anproaches the speed of light,
one's own time slouws down in compurison to an external objsct such as Farth. - -

THS FORZVER WAR comes throuvsh most powerfully in its themee==~that of
hunan stupidity and how thai sturility is accontuwated by techinolozical devel=-
oment===the entire novel i3 2 perireit of nistakes, niseveluations and over=
reaction, A

In the area of churacterizs*ion, the novel comes off a little weak, There
is only one major fizurc in =he Imole-<he is the only thread that ties the book
together and he is painted a5 s0 mnny other Tascless parts of the military

machine, This may be intertionn’ to reveal the lack of comsicderntion of the
individual, Another characier ol sccondary iaportansze is Maxygey, Mandella's
zirxl, Unfortwmately we do nut see her as more thmy his Led partner and fellow
soldier., The rest of the p2ople we see in ths boolkt 2re fiseting plinpses of
carchoard people-===people wun make the decisicas but leave litile impact on
our seni-=hero which also miiror the ccntemporazy world in its way.

"You arc the last zroup of scoldiers to
retura, Vvhen you leave, I wiii also,
And destroy Stergzte. It has ~uisted as
a monument to huwi:1 stupidity. And
Sharleoooooaoo"

e AT

, The war is nov ended ut the monument of “targatc is veplaced by another
which tells us, if nothing ¢'se does, that nciing hns rer®ly changed, Stupidity
is just as strong and effecilve as it was when Handella s drafted some thou-
sand years earlicr,

THE FOREVER WAR is a good book, readible with a fast pace, It is a war
story but unlike many, it is much more than that, It is rocommended,

<15 Ballantine 31.50 -



THFZRI0 by Larry iliven and Jerry Fournclle
veviewsd hy iary Tyrrell

T bought this book on a Tvesday plemaing to read it over tho weekend, but
thet night I idly zlanced a2t the first chapter, Eleven chapters later I tore
nyself away since (unfortunately) I do have to get up and go to work in the
moraings. I vead the vest of the book as fast as I could, chortling all the
way. Lots of books are gocd and mowve at a fast pace, but it's been a long time
since I've been this thoroushly captured by a book,

The plot concerns one Allan Carpentier (ne Carpenter) and his journey
throuch Mell, Literally. Allen was a GF author (in fact, he died at a con)
and at first he's convinced he's been frozen and thawed and duvancd into Inferw
noland, a sort of future Disneyland for sadists and masochists, Othor times he
wonders if he's not involvad in a grand scale psychodrana in a 30th century
nmental institution, Benitn, his self appointed guide (Dante had Verpili Allan
has Benito), keeps insisting they arc in Hell and that there is a way out. As
his hypotheses get knocked this tay and that, Allen is forced to agree that
they are, indeed, in Hell, He cuan only hope that Benito is right about the
rest,

Wiven and Pournelle follow Nante's geography and his practice of assigning
famous historical personazes to she various circles, Among others we meet or
see William Ronney, Heary VI1I, vlad the Impaler, Boss Tveed, and Jesse James,
not to mcntion assorted dencas and the monster Geryon, Some of the sins and
sinners have been updated, In the circle of Hoarders and Wasters, fanatical
ecologists and constructionists wage a fierce battle over a bridge, the oco-
logists tearing it down as soon as the constructionists build it, Advertizing
men are in the pit of thec limoderate flatters., False gurus walk with the rest
of the religious hypocrites, The bLook is hilarious, even in some of its grim-
mest moments, yet for all their jollity, Niven and Pournelle have tackled a
serious subject. The question that keeps nigsling at Carpentier, that has
probably bothered a great nmumber of people, tuat I take to be the authors’
central concern is "What purpose does Hell serve?' Carpentier’'s theory is a
conforting one, You don't need to be theolozically inclined to enjoy the
novel thoush, and I recommend i highly.

INFERNO by Larry Niven and Jery . Pourncllc. Pockot Books, May 76, $L.75
. R HEERER

WHERE LATE TH® SWRET BIRDS SANC 9y Kate Wilhelnm
reviewed by Cathy McCuire

T decided to rcsd this book for the most logicxl o reasons==~I liked the
cover, But within a few pu~es, the cover and the r>st of my surroundings were
forgotten as I was trapped in the last days of our soeietr,

Kate Wilhelm does an irmcrec'hle job of creating an impossible=to=put=down
novel, The plot follows the Sumacr family through ~everal generations of humans
and clones all hidden in the one valley whers life -n Barth remains, David
Sumner is the first "main ~haracter" in the s.cry, ond one of those who set up
the cloning hospital when “t becones evident that hirans have become sterile,

He is asainst it at Tirst, hut rcalizes that it is lc only way. With tine
though, his objectious bec.re stronger as he sees tae clone children as a new
and separate race that cormslders the elders superiluous. They finally drive
hinm out vhen he protests thcir new society. The clinnes have decided that they
prefer beinz clones and refuse to go back to «axual reproduction. They won't
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give up the "parts-of-a=whole" symbiosis that they have with their sisters and
brothers to go tack %o lonely hur®n indivicualism, vhich they now consider ine
feriors Becavse of some problen with the cloning process, they must sexually
reproduce at times to survive, but they do that with a "“breeder Tarm", a nighte
mare place to vhich they religate their fertile females, But their seli=guff-
icient world is suffering from 2 lack of supplies and worse, a lack of imaginae
tion, The loncliness that is responsible for the artistic and scientific .
reaching out is not necessary to and is absent in the younger gonerations of
chiléren, Another handicap to exploration and salvaging work is the fact that.
the sisters/brothers can't be separated for more than a few hours and a short
distance without suffering greatly. Third seneration ¥ark, the only "hunan®
(sexually reproduced) who was rsised in secret to be an individual, has a sole
ution but the clones would kill kin to %cep him from putting it into action,

Aside Trom the well constrmected plot and the very real characters, therc
1s another sood reason for reacin; this book, In the first few chapters, the
collapse of civilization is described in a way that has more than a “ring” of
truth about it, As I read, T "wpt asking nysclf why this scenario couldn't

-
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hanpen===vhat were we doirr ¥+ prevent it? And I coridn't 7ind an answer .

See if you can convince you. .7 that while reading ‘hat "it couldn't hanpen
like this; not this soon." * uay find it difficult.

“HERE IATE THE SWEAT BIRDE CAnd by Xate Wilhela.,  llarmer & Row 1976 37,95
REEE R

THE HERTTAGE OF HASTUR by Marion Zimmer Bradley
reviewed by Lynne loldon

A1l of Harion Zimmer Bradley's inxrlovur ndvels are fascinating and well
worth reading. Clowly book by book, she builds up a portrait of a most complex
eociety strusgling for existence on a harsh planct. So far she has concentrated
vpon the rulers of Darkover---the Comyn=--and upon Earthmen who happen to inter-
©ct with them, Practically all of her viewpoint characters arc telopaths but
ctheriiise they have the same drives and enotions as normal human beings with the
addec fact of telepathy or laram forcing them to mako choices that most of us
can avoid if we choose,

late adolescence is the period when the need to choose becones most pressing
so it is not survrising that most of Bradley's books dezl with characters in this
period of life; the ability to recognize choices and limits and to accept the
results of those choices mark the difference between a child and an adult. As
it is nuch easier to choosc wisely the better onc knows one's owm wants and needsg
self=-knowledge, the courage to look inward and face onesclf, is the second major
theme in Bradley's novels and THR HERITAGE OF HASTUR is no exception. But so
Tascinating is the tale set on a vworld in rebellion against Terra and its own
heritaze, that one forgets the lessons in a wonderous story.

The Hastur of the title is fifteen year old Regis, heir to the oldest and
proudest family on Narkover. IHe has just finished his education a2t a cristoforo
ronastary and wishes to travel in space as he has not inheritcd laran, (Among
Toerrons Wi is cri’emcape the AQisgrace). As a counterpoint to Regis, there is
Lew Alton, six years older, and only ;ridgingly accepted. by the Comym hccause his
mother was a Terran, He has Tull laran but lacks legitimacy which he desperatsly”
craves, Because of this, he has let his father and accepted custom rule his 1life,
never once asking if this is vhat he wants and what is ri~ht for him. He loves
Regis but cannot really understand him as Regis has everything that Lew vwants
just as Lew has what Regis most wants,

The force that causes both to decida Just-uho they-arv _apd shat they want
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is Dyan Arcais, helr to the Ardais Domain, who is servinz as cadetmaster under
Keanorcd Alton, Lew's father, Le: vho knows something of Dyan's character (he
is o sadistic homoscxual) feels that only a fool wovld mut such a man in charge
of cadets ut politiecsl renlities overrule him and that is that., As a Conyn
lord and, masterswordsman in & land where the dusle=~not the lawcourt---scttles
crievences, Dyan doesn't have to worry nuch about popular oninion, Because of
this he has never come to tumns woth himself; never found hinself worth knowing
or likkinz, This is his trapgedy and the tragedy of thosc who cars for him, Houw-
ever his almses of power in the guards and the Coryn Council's lack of concern
about it cause both Lew and Regzis to lose faith in their elders, to question
their nmoral standards: Regis wants to right the wrong while Lew questions
whacther the Terran side of his heritage is the disgrace hs has always thought
te He is even mora upsct when he leaxns that 21l Darkovans are descended
from Terran colonists-e-s fact that both his father and the Comyn Xnow but have
cecided to kaep to thwmsclves, 3Because of this Lew teaches his cousins of the
outlaved domain of Alldaran, the use of larsn and so raises Shorrasee-s force
that alnost destrovs Darkover,

Resis's first experience that all is not 23 it should be appzlls him ese
pecially as Dyan's victim is Danilo Syrtis, Repis's only friend in the cadets,
Reiris will get Danilo fair treatment; he will undo Dyan's evil. Becausc of
this he braves cold and snow; suifers the ravages of threshold sicinesse—ean
overloadinz of the brain cells due to awskening laran and sexual desire, For
Resis does indeed have laran but it is linked in his mind with his earlicr de-
sire for Lew Alton and is auskened bhecause of his desire for Danilo=e-a desire
that the Cristoioro nmonks have tausht hin to be ashamed of thouch most Darlovans
would accent it, Celi=loathing and self=fear could turn him into cnother Dyan

ot Danilo is ~ Cristoforo and does regard homessxuality as & sin., As Danilo
endured disgrace rather than give in to Dyan, would Danilo hate Regis for this
sane desire or, even worse, equate him with Dyan? 8till Regis must recognize
theszs Teelings and reconsile them in orcder to truly take his place among men,

Anyone vho conmplains that SF is too nuch action/zdventure and not enough
character development shouvld vead thes ook, The actions stoem from the char-
acter of the protaponists, not author control. Nor is the ending a cop~out;
the traditional hapopy ending., I can't rccommend this novel too highly and only
wish it had xen on the 1list of Huzo noninees,

T FERITAGE OF YASTUR by Marion Zimmer Bracley DAY Awsust 75 $1.50
B
A note from Joanne Purger—=-

Some news you nmizht he interested in, I got o news release from the SUN=-
GO peomle about the news reports that their hotel is in financial trouble,
Their hotel does not think it is in trouble--=thecy are currently in a dispute
with a labor union mut do not owe any taxes, no matter what the nowspaner said,

I haven't heard from the hotel for MidAmericon yet, and Johnny Lee called
the hetel yesterday and they hacn't received the reservotions from the con com-
mittee yet, I an beginning to worxrry ahount it myself, I have made plane reser-
vations now and I want to be sure I will have 2 place to stay when I am there.
Also I noxnally sené then a check well in advance so that I don't have to worry
aboitt the hotel DLill while I am there---it lowers the aumount of money I have to
fool with,

I just got my Huro mllot, and on it the hanquet & Hu olp#escitobicas will

be "hlack tic optional”--—in other vwords, dress up if you can, Ho one will be
turaed awsy because they are not well dressed hovover,
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P. O, BOX 5, POMPTON LAKES, N. J., 07442

TTRRY LEPLTY 1021 LANSDELL ROAD
EAST RIDGE, TN 37412

JULY 1, 1976

As a new member of NH3F, I thought it might be helpful to the organ=-
jzation to send in some information about myself so as to be more than
another name on 2 mailing list, I am especially eager since my name turned
.up "Lopsley” in the new member list of the NFFF received July 1. ((every=
one please note, it's LEPL®Y.))

My experience with organized fandom extends to two years in the
Chattanooza Grouv, most of it as Director (which translates as member stuck
with all the work), and tuo ©F cons; Chattacon 76, and Kubla Knwandry in
Washville June 4=6, A healthy interest in Science Fiction bezan with birth
in 1948, when travellers from a parallel umiverse inhabited my mind for
several nanno-seconcs to obtain first-hand inforaation on blologically or-
$ented cognates, rare vhenomena indeed in their non organic dimension,

Like nost Tans I have talked to recently, I exhibited the Closet-Fan syn-
drome hiding my copy of GREEN HILLS OF ZARTH, or THE STARS LIKZ DUET in a
dog~eared issue of HOT ROD magazine to escape the derisive scorn of both
peers and teachers, My present estimation and accompanying price in SF 1s
that it proclains some of the most original writing of our day,

If my vintage Royal Portable will cooperate, I will describe a bit
about the Chattanooge Group. Formed in 1974 by Irvin Koch, who has since
demarted for Kentucky to return only snmoradically to impart the latest plans
for Chattacon 77 (Jan. 7-9 Admiral Nemboe Inn, Chattanooza), the group boasts
a paid membershin of 18 at this moment, Our usual procedure is a group dis-
cussion centerinz on a book or general topic, with an occasional film, The
Jure 26 gathering was the first ALMOST-CON, a mini-con featuring trade table
.displays of books and artuwork or collectables with a film program courtesy
of Triec Jamborsky of Harriman, Tn and Meade Frierson of Birmingham (I am also
in the SFC), Public relations and socialization were theo main goals of the
affair, and I feel it was a great success. UHe hope to repeat the formula
with additions at the University of Tn at the Chattonooge campus in October,
vwith perhaps a spealter program or panel type session, Ideas are welcome,

I have written separately to a couple of bureaus, but I really can't
tell enouzh about them to judge which vould interest me most, so I am open
to any cormunications anyone might have on this. Also I would be glad to
discuss an N3F room for Chattacon with someone and would probably run it my-
self” if I can get some idea of what it is all about,

1073 SHAVE ROAD %,
WILL NORRIS SCHENZCTADY, N.Y. 12303 \

JULY 3, 1976
I'm glad to hear that the editorship of TIGHTBEAM is no longer vacant.

Best of luck in your efforts. ((Thanks)) John Robinson called me at work
the other day and told me your dcadline for the next issue was July 12. He
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said that you were experiencing a lack of lstters so I decided I would irite,
((Thanks again, 111, Now if John will only send the article he promised,))
After a period of relative inactivity forcod on me by the activity of the
full time job I took on, I am ready once more to plunge into the fray.

Ané so as mizht be obvious, I have a new typowriter, I found an IBM
Selectric for 350 dcllars =ad am puxring with hanpiness over it, Now may-
be I can incrcase my output=-——typing will not be the chore it once was, ((Your
remrrks are beiag int2rpretsd by a CCH portable—=-so watch it.))

I am a cendidate for ‘he N3F Directorate for the upcoming year. My plate
form is simpli-=«] want to contiruz my work in clarifying what the N3F is,
where it is gzeing, what it should oe doing, If it has any reason for existing
then it should be in what it offers 1ts membership and in what it offers to
OF and fandon, If we are just te he a social ~roup, that's one thing, I we
ax2 just to be a means of inbroducing neo=fans to UF fandom, that's another,
%t if we arc to be anythinz more, then it is long past time to decide just
what it is we are supposed to be~==it is tine we set about being it,

Ye may decide that we 4> 22t want to be anything other than a2 fannish
sr2ial organiczition. e mrv . i the other hexnd, comz to decide that s N3F
<1 fandom shauld for the r ' -zt be smencions, 1L the latter is. trz2 case,
“rea it is up to us to brii: Lt about, assuiiing it is possibvle,

The idea has heen advenced *hat the N37 should be more active in the FAAN
cwands, Certainly we shoul® be roze active, at least more visual, as the N3F,
“4 shouldn't be that difficuit, A majer portinn of the effort 1S in viswe
woiat since a good portion of the well known Ffuis are also N3F menbers. I
do not helieve it would take very much more fcr N3F members who are alrsady
ensaged in projects, or who are members of zroups ‘ho aré Active in a fanish
12y, or who are members of any of the related SF orientated organizations and
sroups to send in a paxagraph to TNFF every now and then or to write to TIGHT=
DFAY about what is going on, opinions of their respective groups and organiz-
ations, how the N3 mirht be able to help them or how they mizht be able to
help someone else in the N3F, Lat's face it., Tht official organs of the NJ3F
are not used half as well as they night be and there is no reascn vhy the 0-0s
cannot hecome the official neusletters of fandom with the N3F hecoming a com=
non ground for everyone of whatever fannish or genre persuasion,

Yes, as I put on the bottom of the recruitment forms I make up, I'm
"bhullish" on the 37, I've noticed there secms to be a rreat infusion of
"new blood, That's preat. But as John, our Trojan President points out, we
have to keep them and nrovide something to set them active.

In the June TNFF, John mentions the possibilities of producing a special
annual zine for distribution at least at the Worldecon, With the relatively
1ide distribution of publishing means---mimeos, offsets, electro~stencils,
typerriters etc.,~=~-as well as the very healthy spread of talent in the form
of fan-editors, fan-artists, and fan=uriters; it should not be an impossible
task. Among the N3F membership, we should be able to put together an except-
fonal publication and between the resources of the HN3F membership, we have
access to all the rest of the talents in fandom..... and in prodom as well.

((Lynmme hero---4ill, what you are suggesting would take scads of work and
I'm not sure Joanne and I want to volenteer. It might, however, be possible
to put together a best of TNFF and TIiGIfIEAM for distribution at smaller reg-
ional Cons such as tha ones Terry mentions above., This would serve to show
non N3F members what we are and vhat te do, Best of all the stencils would
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already be in existence. I'd just send duplicates to Joanne and she to me
ané we could run off copies when we ran off TNFF or TIGHTEEAK, There are
articles in TICIITBEAI' that are not dated and the same is true of TUFF, Ve
could surely find ten page. of material betwcen us and each could reuse a
cover, This could be done slarting in Janvery but your plan would talke mase-
ive »lanning,))

As one answer to Taral, this is what N3F can do—as the Constitution
says, nut tosethor nrojects that would e too expensive if one person or a
snall group were to attempr it,

Incidentally as Taral =rote, e were cengazed in a friendly excahnse
over the N3F, iy pripose in paszing the remarks ahout the H3F on to John
Robinson and raising them to the N3P membership was to help contribute to-
vards the sonse of selifwexanination tho organization is beginning to underso,
fle cammot realize anything vithout the opinicns of peopls hoth insicde and
outside the N3F., Taral hoo calsed some good objections and a faur I feel are
not so good but need Lo be mised anyvay, I hope we will not Be deprived of
the penerally go0od cbservaiisas o° those outside the ¥3F due to blindness on
our part, If we do rot azrue with Tarsl or anyone elise, then it is up to us
to show differently~--and +.iat cza hest be done by actions,

Rattled cn lony wnouzh, I look forwarc to the next and future issues of
TICHTIEAN as well as 4o the coninz nonths in the developnent of the ¥N5#, I
would, of course, anrreciats your vote for me in the next Directorate, But
in tny case, eroryor should check o b2 sure +heir menbers,:ip kas been re=-
neved==~and thea vole and let the Directorate nembers (this years and next)
know how you feel abeut what ths X3F is doing, vhat it should be doing, and
what it shouldn't be doinse--and vhy, If you just sit back, collecting your
TNFT and TIGHTHEAM ard make no indscations of your feelings on anything and
do not volenteer to gawrticivate, I camnot see that you have any causc to come
Plain thot you are n«% getting what you "paicd” Tor, :

Neither Lynne nor Josrma shouid have to do all the work on the 0-0's.
“rite, contribute, be active,....thea you will have fun and get the fullest
you can out of your mecmbershirn and nelp to ses that others pget the fullest
out of their membership as well,

Shalom :

((¥i1d also wants anyonc Interested in the Libertarian Party (do Carter,
Ford, and Reacan turn you o75?) to send hia a VASE for nore info, Or you can
irite to LIRFRTARIAN DARTY WATIONAL WZADQUARTINS, 1516 "B* o op MK WASHTVGTON
D.C. 20005))

30 EAST LAURSL, STREET
LAYRENCE, MASS 01843
JULY 2, 1976

Yhat is the future of the convention? I think that the mammoth shous

lile MIDAMERICON will ke a thing of the past Dacause SF and its allied genre
canot coma vnder one roof caymore.,

DAVID SHANX

Kirvy leCavley of ifew Yorl: had a very successiul convention-—=thae one
that sone of us attendede—=ihe First World Fautasy Convention in Provicence,
Rhode Island last Hallowe'en wmcekend,

He linmited the attendence to 500 people and limited the procram to maine
line fantasy items——-The Lovecraft Gircle was the logical first choice. Tours
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were oondneted throughout H. P. L.'s Providence, anc thers was a small lunch-
eon oa the last day of tho affair. It vas onc of the most successiul of tho
“theme" conventions.

valdng the Yorldcons into incorporated trade=shois foxtreveganzas with 50
guesis of honor/QOO hours of coatinmous prosyamming fzilec, Witness the "too
so0d to be true" SF ®iP0 76, ((Betier imo:m as DISAFETARACON))

The 35th Yorld fcience Fiction Convention (SUNCOW) is in trouble agein.
The Hotel Fountainbleau owes $1.2 million in back taxes and thie has {o be paid
uithin fouwr months (November) or it =11l be cuctioned by the Miami-Dacde letro
City comission, ((Erp)) Tex anction sours things: my favorite bookstore of
the lats 1960's a8 seized, One line of thought was that it was raided for
Arug-trafficking, ((I Znev n booksione ia WYC whewe you could get high just
breathing; they went into the luerative porn market a uhile hecli-——no more SF))

 Hey=-a local neuwsCealer 1s rumored te be a okic. (The store is a front) So
" ¢hat vill happen, Don Imnadvy?

T *hink a better site for a southern convention (even thoush the facilties
were the besis Tor the oririnal 7=77 plan) would be Atlanta, CGeorgia, My real
choice 2s Montréal Tor tas conventioa, Ii's sad “hat it couldn't coue about.
The 7=77 groun were supposud Lo e wnsanteblo=e-it'e a pliy that SUNCON may
not he a reality, One very sood solutlon (bosides a fandom wide BAIL OUT THZ
SIRICON HOTEL PUND===BOTSCN) rovld e for the overflou Fden Roc to be the hotel-
the Doral could bo_ the overilou,

T would lika to know ny present menbewship status, I think I'm paid wp
throush 1977 ((Right)) Should it be otherwise I°11 plunz dovm three years
o7 dues to the ¥3F. I sent 5 years «f Cues to the liassachuseits Chess Assc.
anc. T should send my dues to the iITA and an extension to my LOCUS subscrip-
tion. ((You de velieve in planning zhead))

Regnxrding McDonald's remarks on the W3F: Perhaps the ifenuscript Durean
should be a form of "market 1ist" (along the lines of the LOCUS list) that
13sts verious Tanzines needins materdal and thus show fans where to place their
matericl, For an oxanpie—w—a faged for Qroryx wants a certain type of material
storice or articles related to Speeldy Alka Soltzer Mandom, He wwrites to Donn
this simmle request: "Accapting material for Quurym, Hould 1like stories or
articles ralating to Spoedy Alka Lelizer and/or wr u=Shave Tandom, Will ace
Inoledgs naterial by posteard wiihin ten cays and 1ll sond contributors
COPZ“LSS 2000 a"

As Tor the Kaynar Avarcs or the Birthday card burcau=—-many of us like
sone recognition of what 2 have dene for our prosscctive organizations, ho
are you Lo ceny these pcorle the esoiboo and the lknowledge that they have done
something for ihe best intercsts of tha MJF?

Birthday cards may be an extravagmnce=--but it's a kind thouvght.
As for thn Tive yenr cycle-=-come Autumn, it'll e five years that I've

heen a Heffer. Oac czn only do 2o much and then burn theuselves out., *Hell,
rood night Tor nou.

((Davil owiously you plan on stayinz in thh N3F for longer than five
vears, Come folka were Melfere in 1960, Tharcfore fandom does hecome a my
of life——-not a mers hobby or tine passer for these folk, Are they just less
cyclicsl in rature? Less demanding of new sxperiences?))
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ERIC JAMBORSKY HARRTIAN, TN 37748

JULY, 3, 1976

The paverback trade nage will be a part of the H3F Collector unless
someone else wants to run it, Hovever in orxder to send out the Collector
to tliofe interested in tradinsg paperbacks, I'1l have to chexge then a dollar
for Tour issues, Also the Collector is quarterly. VYhy not run it in TWFF
or TIGITBRAN? I can continue to put it in the Collector but woulén't be
able to take time to comnilz it otherwise, John Robinson volentezred ne for
this, (I'11l zet you, John). I don't mind doing it throuch the Collsctor,
Depends on what others want to do with it, I'm open to suzgestions, In sum-
mation: Unless soneone else wants Lo tale over the book exchanse, I'1l be
hapoy to run it in the Collector. % issues 51,00,

((Anyone who wishes to exchanze hooks, can write here, Tell vhat sort
of SF vou prefer, It would nake 1little sense for someone interested in New
ave to exchange with a S&6 enthusiast, Eric and I will vork out something,
If you are villinz to take pot luck, send 30¢ for postaze and get 4 hooks back.

Mot the same ones listed last issve~—==] have a tvhole different bunach now,
Again get nreference to the sort of SF you 1i%ke.))

This is to amounce that I vwill be running for the DIRNCTORATE this
year, The IT3F needs to be more active in general fanCom and that will be ny
platforn,

Yhat coes the 3F do Tor fandom? Il serves as » Welcomnittee Zor neo-
fen, but that should not be iis primary purnose,

I am ruvaning the Collectoxr's Mreau to aid the collecting fen, Review
conies of the latest issue are helng seat to various zines both pro and fLan,
I will send copies to the N3F room at MicAmericou., (I was going to attend
but #ill be wnable to). The bureau has places for new and experierced col=
lectors, ;

But one Bursan can't do th= Job,

I #1121 2o mutbting ¢n 2 con Yers in Harviman April 1-3, 1977, (Palm Sun-
day weekend) It's 55,00 = ofsiuce, 35,50 at the door. Rooms 13,0C siagle,
19,00 double, It will ke =i = "wliday Inn so make your room reservayions
theough your loczl Holida, :.» .ud make sure you say it's for the Con, It
1111 be called HARCON I (inw & .ot for origimality?) I enough Neffers can
come, or are interecstad; I can «rrange a spot in the nrogram for II3F related
activities. I will make a tall: awilable for application forms, brochures,
special publications, 2tc,

I will do what. I can to pzote NJF thrcugh my Con but the offizers and
members of the H3F will have t= cooperate, (Janie Lanb and Ixvin kool are in
range. So are Heffers in Nash-%ile anC Chatlanooge) Harriman is on I=-40
about 50 miles west of Knoxvili-: aad 120 miles east of Nashville, It's about
80 miles north cast of Chattanc iza up highwsy 27. Good Location. Ancther
good c~n to make 2 good N3F shs ing is Irvii Xoch's Chattacon in Januery or
Ken Mc-re's Kutla Xhans,

Hor else can thie H3F aid soreral fandom? Think on it., I'm working on
some iceas but nonc are develcrn.:d enourch to cdiscuss yet.

As for 'Jayne MacDonald's leiters:
The Kaymar awards and birthday card projects are not listed as "vital -

-23~


tro.de

functions", They are listed simply as "burcaus and projects", period. And
the listings are alphabeticul==-=not stressing the importance of one bureau
over another, Sorry, layne, you missed on that one, These are strictly in-
ternal functions, agreed; and they are strictly volentary projects, sort of
frinze benefits for being in the N3F,.

As for the rest, I agree with some points but don't want to mo into it.
I can sec the possibility of some hard feelings developing here, But the
point is, let's not tell people what the N3F does, lets show them, If you
arc trying to convince someonz, use action not words., (I tend to be some=
vhat cynical about promises as the election year progresses.) ((Me too; I'm
stenciling this during the Neaocratic Convention.))

In past years the N3F has published art portfolios, books, and other items
vhich were nrde generally availeble in fandom, Has anything 1ike that been
done in the last few years? Admittedly the field is pretty crouded but some-
thing of that nature can be done,

Any iders for projects members nay have, should be submitted to the
president ani the Dircci :ate (that's what they're there for), Remember,
the officers and burewmu 1ow.is c7u't do all the wovrk; the membership must do
its share, Let's make ti:is, the 35th anniversary of the N3F, a signel year
in its histoxy.

5805 ARNSBY PLACE ;1
CINCINWATY, OHIO 45727

July 8, 1976
If T were to urite about N3F ccitors, 2 title could well te PRISONZRG

OF PROLIXITY. Iliowever harsh I sound, please take my criticism uith the
good “rishes by which I render it,

(1

I am a member of other orzanizations using neusletters to communie-
cate to their meneral ruuderships, Thzy have it heads above you, hands down'

I've little time to spare for thoss things I enjoy most. I use my time
as best I can. If one activity scems to vpromisc greater rewards than another
of equzl (or sreater) interest to me-=-I toke the more likely to usc my tinme.
It takes too long to get into TIGHTBEAM and TNFF,.

Zome of you may recall some drawinge I sent into TB., If they'd never
been used, I would've still sent them, I draw compulsively anyhou,

There are probably other members who do thinss vhich would benefit the
quality of the N3F, a lot more., If they aren't intcrested, it's because they
aren't interested in hat they see---for most the only thing of the IN3F seen
is TB and THFF.

I took the time out to write this while I could be doing somsthing else,
I like the concept of NJ3F; like the concepts of SF., However if I'm too snooty,
you can dismiss me, I've become usel to it,

I don't kmow much about duplicating machines, I do kmow what gets me to
read one neusletter and to can others, I liko:

1. A permanent, clear, CIMFLE letter masthead, TB has come closest to
the idea so fax.



2. The art cover of the last TB by Mr. Robinson was good, Most have
bean votten, Tacy sive the inprcession of the “sticky=finsered" set,
(Their mothers follow with danp washeclothos)

3, ORDERY, as much work as Hr, Robinson does, 2 lot of it on pamcr is
not necaded, It has been a contest as to 'thich aditor can place the
nost wordaze. Doth have lost trees in a forest, Fleasc ©IDIT,

o

k. Consistency: Lot readers kno:r by repetion vhere to find what they
are interested in reading.

5. Rarely are sarsonal arzuments eonducted in print of “house orrans",
club sheets., I aa not interested in such sarbagze anywwye Tac best
an editor can do is prevaat boring Jwk like it fron roachin: ny
wasizhasket,

6o I£ you want partiz’nation by greater numbers, you must apneal to
croeier monhors,  L've got several ideas 1T you're intursstel, Houe
ever nobedy A1l read thom if they axre bored by TB and TNFF croush to
ignese then,

Club newsletiszres aven't cxeiting (usunlly) nor havens of ereative genius
nor worums of crest cxnrersion, They'we for comnication-==tha easicr the
better., Buy a neusveoer ond try to imitate the ideas they use, Jusi the
tasics==~you can otill tcll the truth in 1B for the present,

((T ¢o intend to have a vogular order ard stick to it, This will b
revicus, letters, rfnd yes sone folk do ranble on ncedlessly, So ¥
werned, I your lztter runs ovir o page typerritten--—=it will be ¢
tightened, tut not scnsorsd.))

e articles,
cil ars
éiad and
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T, L. BOWIAN Z5 T TITRORD, VI 05043

JULY 9, 1976

Congratulatioas on yovr promotion, Or whatever it was, If TIGHTBEAM
shous hall the eatingiasy vour Welcommittiee letter ¢id, it should be exciting
reading, ((That's lie sori of thing an editor loves to hear,))

Joanne seems to be doing a very nice job with TWFF, at least judging
from the two issues I've scen, liichael Smaith's book reviews and Cathy
McCuire's fnz reviers have been csneeiclly readablce. And Jon Inouye's picce
is one of the dest 1've scen from hin,

For TVWFF Joannc ants materizl roady to electrosteancil, Is this a re-
quircment for T3? ((¥o)) She asks for art for both THFF and TB, Same for-
nat? Same restrictions? Uhat is electrostenciling anyway?  I've had no ex=
perience with anything more complicated than carbon paper anC would be in=-
terested in sceing an explanation, I1'21 bet some nco asks the same stupid
questions every month,

((Until last March I didn't have the slightest idea how cloctrostenciling

torked, I still con't know the scientific explanation but nasically you put

a copy of what you want done on the machine, put a steneil beside it and iv
conies the dazsiing or vhatever onto the steneil by electronic inpulse, It
vorks best rith dark black (use a new ribbon) against vhite., Leave an inch
narsin on all sides 2lso, For 31/2 by 11 paper, Okay)) €( Any art smaller
than cover size can be drarm out to the edges but don't nse large blacked-in
aveas.,))



Aprarently you and I sharc a fondness for John Norman, At a friend's
enthusiastic rceommendation, I rezd TAMIRHAE OF GOR a couple of years ajo.
hile TARTGHAN 'ms not as overtly sexist as ITME SIAVE, I found nothing 3n
it worth rccommending, The f£ins writing someone t0ld me to expect certainly
uesn't there. Normen vwrites bettezr than ZRB but who doesn't? The plot was
pure imitation ¥R3: the hero zets into and out of one impossinhle situwation
after another; one of them happens to be the final innossidle situation and
the novel ends, tntil, presumably, the next novel in the series, Hell Gor
Nunber One gave me no reason to centinme, I'm told that, in TARN:ZMAN, Norman
sald everything he had to say (%% wasn't much), so he's just revriting it
with, uh, different characters n::d more gory situations e sr since, Dut that,
of course, is hecrsay,

Actually, whatover Jeli~ ilciman does in the vrivacy of his home is fine
with ve, I approve hearti.y of 1irnography and hope Noxman keens it up,
Think o all the pecnle hore rveadiag his novels who mizht otheririse be roaning
the streets,
Cheers
FARRESESHR

e, 2014 EAST 3T, CEORGE 4VE,
T g LIFDEN, N, J. 07036

I thought John Norman was the BEST writer going. I read the Piret of
his COR novels last yaur and, scriously, tcars were streaning doeim ny Fice
I vas laushing so hari, Tari Cabot I pictured as Sabastizn Gaboi in & Shree
piece suit, Then wht1 he found the letter in the woods in Hew Ingland, I
could imagine "occupzat” written on it. Then there was the planct run by the
Zlant cocikroaches, TFaenominnl, Then thore was Norman's treatment of women,
I'd thought for surc that the aunthor would get a nobel prize for social sate
ire for that one, Then I Tound out that John Norman wasn't 2 pen name for a
feminist satirical writer., 'hat a pity. Sigh. My he Goes have a problen,
doesn't he? Dut if he was a she, and she uwasn't seriocus; John Horman would
be great, Unfortunately he just has a serious emotional problem....or else
he's in it for the money. A pity.
FHEBATHAS

LECOMA STAR ROUTE,
ROLLA, 0. &5401

July 7, 1976

I think you may he making a mistake by writing off John Norman so quickly,
I'11 be the first to say Joan Norman definately has a fixation.

SHARON PONZER

I enjoy readinz his work, I may be exposing myself to unvholesome vieus
on the subject tut I don't think so.

I once asked ny 5F teacher, a brilliant libemated female, Ms Liz Cozell,
about Normom, '/ith a Zsugh, she called it 1930's pornography. I shall have
to take stoc’: of MNoxrman a2nd really come to 2 decision.

On the face of it, it deesn’: seem o be more then avy S& story. Perhans
he makes his point a hit mewo enlicitdy, Is his delinate.aess what the main
body of SF readers disapprots: ¢ Could it be the, I freely adnit, lurid
covers? ot I should think the uverage reader takes a look at the cover,
but doesn't judze the quality of the writer by the quantity of the clothing




the girl isn't wearing. Anc since she said "1930's", I came to the opinion
that opin{ons expresseé vere a little old=fashioned,

Another question I'd like to 287 is vhy don't you try a novel gaxrly
3n the series? I ~dnit that the first Le5 2xe better than the last 5=5H,
The quality visibly decreascs, I7 you caxe to try, 1'1l loan you my CORY.
((1 &T read CAPTIVE OF GOR but liked 1 even less than TINE SIAVE. I'm
not sure when it comes in the series.))

¥ay I ask vay you chose TTMNu STAVE? I believe the only reason itv s

written ves to point out to (if you rardon the exprossion,) faithful Nowwman
readers, the workeblity of th~ idess given in DIACTIATIVE Sia, You may have

heard somcthing about. ¥ou ¢ nldn't really call it 2 “how to" bhoox but a
".hat to t.onk ab.ut while you do it" booz. 53 Z“eonarios for Sensual Fan=
tosies and a Revo.ationcry Now Gulde to Malo-Fenale Relations.® Really$

T was slishtly bauilderd by «his being an vnsohistocated tyse pernon, the
1dea of =a.iatin: soxu: ity 3-uas impossible, AI1L I hzve to 4o is look at
my paxents 25 yurws of waIpy nawriase, Also on the cuver iu the phrese
waexual Puifillnert”; now X con partially see that 2 couple on a swell town
3ssovri farm nav wot howva 2)l the technigues thet A big towm play-~terson
night, hut tould ihey w.od to. That ‘bacones a netter of their con:icience
and I don't thin: ~myc:. shou.d infringe uron thrt, ({You sesm to := glving
very good reasons .or %, reaclng IMAGINATIVY sie))

Insidec the book is Jivided into 2 parts, You night call it "“act being
1> soeaks of what was and vhat is, In par- “wo he
$it

stranger than ficrion I
soeaks of hat h. thiniks aigos be, %E'gg.time does he say thet th = is the
way of the Ffutvr.. He doss w'i say - at everyone could, or even shicnld,

use his ideas.

The "scenario” in particular that Norman used in TIMi SLAVZS is #19
(The Kidnap Fantasy); also used are #'s 8, &, & 30 (The wife as Belly=-
Dancer Fantasy; the T-Am-Sold-in-a=tlave-tiarket Fantesy; the Bitch Fantasy).

I suess to sum it all up--<he has not improved but declined quality=
sdse but I still sec no reason for all the uproar about it.

I can see no Aiffs s ~e between the mocking of 546 by Norman (in his
later works) and. the muckery of Yesterns in the »=cent Shaste Root Beer
commercials or in BLAZING SADDLES; or the mockery 5>f 525 and the Sociaty
of Creative Anachronism in the Shasta Orange Sods conmercial or in MONTY
PYTHON AND THEI FLYING CIRCUS. ((Sounds like you're boycotting Shasta,
goriously I don't thin't much of their comnercizls either but I rarely take
TV Commercials seriously.)) ((I also have a feeling you'll be getting let-
ters, Sharon.))

I
12832 WESTLAKSE ST,
GARDEN GROVE, GA 92640

JULY 8, 1976

It is now that time of year again (for people to run for office). All
3t takes is a statement of intent to zo to the Secretary anc the official
organ (with platform, preferatlvr), #hat you will do as a director would
depend on your interest and participation, with that latter clenent meaning
both willingness to suggest and to consider what others bring up., A plat-
form statement is fine, and can indicate prime arsas of interest, but dir-
ectors also pass on financial matters and new legislation, and directors
noed to be illing to discuss matters that may be someihat boring to then.

STAN WOOLSTAM

w2 Y=


differs.%25e2%2580%2598..ee

The president is the midclemane-=the focal point for much action in the
club, Fs or she must sec that the clu® continuss to finctlon; this is not a
title for honorary purnoscs dut a working office, An active presicent with
active direcctors czn do much to keen things runming snoothly, to prevent un-
needed conplications a2nd solve what problens do occur,

As Imoortant arc the appointive officers though===the Sccrotary/@rcnsurer,
the editors and the hureaun heads, Janie Lanb has been welconinz new pemhors
usunlly before anyone else kacus someone is in tha club, and ansivers vrolens
before anyone olse nost 1iteiy. This cmn help iron out what otherwise might
Ye confusions for newu menbers,

As hezd of the "news" Luszan, T do not want o write the news, licll not
all of it, But I wonld be 7 I3 have you-==iherever you tre===rememboxr that
Tzr: and pro news is an imporiest jiem for fans, So any crumine has spacse for
your neus, In ny nind’s eye i car rce those noubers who ra'ie news anct sSomo=
times send it to hahiz:21lr Lo newssines like $CUS or KaRAsS making TE ~nd THFF

ciaters of non=news, Ifous nil 23 a yeading of T3 or TEEF run smoother saichew,
P4

This is why I try %o ¢¢% all the s I con cven wlile hoping others will
send in news and an ta kvt »tin ikhey do,

But nowe people can Suri in nxis as Lynne and Joumme can £3ind spece for it
only if it is senmt. I7 you ico a anvie deserviug com:snt or are involved in a
nroject or zine, there may L. newe there, You can send it directly to a zine
vith a deadlins soon or to =a. Mevhe I'11 knew a bit of news relating to it
2nd can comiine details to »a’2 it vore informative.

Does anyone know about a sort of 4F art Guild? irite me, It's news,
RAREUH '

23-05 126th St,
COLLEGS POINT, M. Y. 11350

JULY 10. 1976

TIGHTBRAN hasn't heen the most visible zine recently mainly because of
the upheaval in editors and the inconsistancies in putiing it out. I guess
the nmest priwery objective is to got it stabilized and coning out on a rep-
nlar basiz, To got the letters coming in, amybe you could make 2 fow contxro=
versal Zllison=type remarks on something in the introduction to the first
jssue, Fortunately, there's alwys a skirmish brering in fancom. You only
necd peonls with the chutzpah to stert yelling (no shortage really)

ATLAN CHREN

I suppose TIGHTILAM can contimue to be a forum for people with suggestlons
for imnroving N3F. The only problenm is, too often, the same people ent 9p
appearins in TB, Perunds ncoolas éen't realize that this is the sprece whore

they can say anything at all.....v:ll, almost anything, How much are yaa
willing to pass throuwsa? ( I inisnd to be pretty liberal here but I cen't

vant to have nnyome susd for 1inel cither.))

I don't ro2lly Xnou wuch of what's happened in the last month because of
an avalorche of werk and tesis and the lack of time to kecp in touch., ((Allan
is attendinz n sunmer sessicn at Cormell and =ili not te at the avbove address
until Avcust 15,))

As lonz as I'm on the subject of i3F activities, I think I'11 put in a
rlug for the Douhl Robin's Puseau, As of this moment, thers are six people
engaged in 2 BR which is not ad for a stort, liowever I'd like to get a Tew
more stortad, cespecislly a ciory RR. Jf any of vou like to write in a chal-
1snzing, unique ways try gottiisg in on a story RR.

=20



, . %39 EAST Gth STREET
b e e NT YORK, NY 10003

JULY 10, 1976

I've been disturbed vecently by what I've read and heard sbout N3F,
There have Meen many commeats Lo the efifect that the N3F is ugeloss or bad
for fanfon, Tarsl Wayne's letter in the last TIGHIDRANM is typical of the
comments J've been hearing and I'd 1like to nake ny on comments lest some-
one think that there are no supporters of N3F,

The comments have been along a few sinmilar lines: 1) the I3F Tulfills
no purpose in fandom, 2) it is bal for fondom and necs, 3) it is oxclusive
in that it wants everyone to join and won't accept that fandon doesn't nccd
it.

I've just recently joined Tfandom and it was becavse of the IIB3F that I
dic¢ join and that I've been so active., It has o purpose for me and I advise
28 many friends as I can to join, One of the mejor "selling points" to use a
phrase, is the fricndliness sné the willinsness to help neos that is every-
vhere in the cluh, Not only arc there opportunities to get really involved;
there axre neople trying to hely you get involved, DPerhzaps Taral and others
can gzt involved with no heln, btwt I certainly aporeciate the wonderful burean
heads and others who made me feel welcone immeciately. And the friendly
feeling doesn't just zpply to newcomers either, It seems that the whole club
is united and on pretty zood texrms with others=——-unlike the many petty feuds
and squabbles apparent in "fandom” (if fandom is separate from the N3F as they
say it is), Perhaps it is easier to be friendly by letter but, on the whole,
I Peel nmuch morc at ease with the I3F group than :ith anyone who puts it dowm,
with the "truefen" I get the inpression that they not only don't like the
Neffers, they won't accept then, I joined fandom to make friends and meet new
people, not to become part of an elitist group that nputs itself ahead of those
poor unfortunates who haven't scen the lizht., And it's the same group vho puts
dovn the N3F for that atti*nde which dieplays that attitude most clearly, I
éon't like petty argument nd 1ittle ezo clashes and I therefore prefer those
vho can do without that, $o far the N3F comes out ahead in that aspect.

Perhaps M3F has rio 1rs3 to some (even many) pcople, But who are they to
speak for fandom and <z wiat the N3F has no place? They have yet to prove to
ne that they arc fand.n. {iere are many different people that like SF and N3F
i{s useful to a lot o7 vs, if they don't like it fine=--lct the rost of us en-
joy it, I don't deny their right to what they like but I wish thoy would stop
saying I'm wrong in vwhat I li%e,

Vou to change my direction and be critical for a while., John mentioned
that nost fen stay in the N3F for about 5 years, then gafiate and he woncers
why., From what I've seen, there secms to be two types of fan in N3F; the neos
and the old, experienceé fen who’ve been here for years, Those in the middle
scen to leave after the noco stage. This night be because the emphasis is on
the neo and those that stay jusi spend a lot of time heln»ing newcomers, It is
obvious that a club needs more than just educational oppcrtunities for new=
comers, I'm not very sure shat but I've been getting some ideas,

There are a lot of Neffera who have information about fandom that they
could share, even more than they’ve becn doing. I'm constantly coming across
facts that are new to me or authors that I've never heird of and thore's
plenty of room in TNFF or other publications for bits of history and info. For
instance, a regular colurn in TNFF could be the story of what N3F was like
10 or 20 years ago., I certainly would find that interesting, Or the biogra=-
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phies of some authorse==I don't think everyone Inous who every author is or
what they've done,

Anc. this doesn't have to be confincd to the pages of TilFF===couldn't we
publish booXklets of info on csrtain topies? IL seems that the ponls of N3F,
at least for the preosent, should bYe education., It is hard to Inowr where we
are going if we don't know vhere we arc, (This is different fron the education
of neos in thnt it Is inio that canm e kept as rcference.) The more I think
about it, the wmore it seerms that the club could be of value to its members and
others by making available iafo that is haxd to gaet otherwise, Do you think
it's a good iden? ((hat doem the membership think?))

eI EEE.

SAND GAP,
KENTUCKY 40481

JULY 15, 1976

RITCHIE W, DIAN

John's second issue of TIGITIIAM arrived yesborday-e=tas this issue pub-
lished late or just the P.C, screued un again? ((Both. I zot TIGHT3:AY at the
¢crd of June and that was tiv Hay issue,)) On second thought naybe I s:ould be
vororised if on isswo is cellvered on time, ((I hope to get TB out or the 15th
uT the month=—=this issue is a hit Jate; about a veck late.))

I have no real quarrel with iinyne ¥acDonzld or for that matter with much
o his criticisnm of ihe onerntion of the N3F. I do feel that John's ciurges of
vrae's Yeconfusion and bureauerscy" bhave some merit and would like to point
=% one instance of this,

yithout passing valuce judzements, it has always been ny understanding that
%o use the title of snothor Tanzine or another publication, even a defunct cne,
“or one's owm constitutes an methiecal peactice, Unethical cr not, Wayne is
sertainly guilty of the aractice and it pnins me to have to noint it out,

In 1948, vpon the ur;iag of then-N3T menbers Don Cowan and Almo Hill, I

3
A% Lo

published ny very first fongine: S¥TAT E,. X ~4'=£ill in high school at the
tine, ith no dunlicating nachine of ny own, so I had the local businces supply
store do the ninecosravhing, ©Since I s alrcady paying for the reprocuertion of
125 copies, I saw no reason not to ¥ill out the forms, pay the fee and send the
copics necossary to have the uine cogyrighted---so this was done with {1e per-
nission of the contritutors, Things weont on in this fashion for six issucs, the
final number being distributed in 1970,

Since 2y return to fandom in 1975, I have received eleven letters fron
former recinlents of my old zinge, ingniring as to its sintun/Tate and waiting
to knor if I had any comnocticn with the "now® SYNAPSE, To these few and any
others who may De concerned, X horeby sny: NO, and apologize for any confusion
caused by 211 this, (In Wayne's ovzhnl?, he nay be suilty only throush reason
of irmorance, After all, thce last issuve of ny SYWATSE was copyrishted over six
yeaxrs azo, and I only wecontly becane aware of his zine,) I my own behalf, I
an at any time ready, illing, and able to prove to anyone's satisfaction that
T did in fact have prior rizht to the title, and Vayne's use of smie has caused
sone coanfusion on this end at least.

I apolozize in advance Tor and an ready to 1live with any zdditional cone
fusion ensving fron this letter,

=30-
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