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EDITOR'S PAGEH
by Lynne Holdom

“ell I'm now in the midst of assembling TIGHTBEAM, I did have a few problems
but nothing like I did with the first issue, My major one this issue is that
Ralph (pronounced the British way as he gives himself airs) doesn't like A.B.
Dick electrostencils---he doesn't realize that he's an A.B, Dick mimeo., How=
ever he is printing them up rather than shredding paper all over--—-we could have
sold confetti-~=like he did last issue., I also learned that it pays to keep the
ink in the fridse as Ralph doesn't like his ink at room temperature. It gives
him colic which results in uneven printing,

I also realized what it means when the postage rates go up for third and fourth
class mail--~-tuice since last December. It now costs 7¢ more per TIGHTDEAM to
send it fourth class mail and about the same for third class mail. Now the PO
is talking darkly of raising rates yet apain. And they give such rotten service
too, CSince most folk don't use the third and fourth class ratés much, there isn'
the large outcry when these are raised. I have found that fourth class gives
better service than third---the bulk isn't as large there but it doesn't pay un-
less TICHTR:AM is at least 20 pages long when it becomes cheaper than third clast
Joanne sends TNFF fourth class unuwally, Maybe we should all write our congress=
man about this. In an election year, maybe they'd listen but don't bet on it,

For a while I thought that the PO lost all the TIGHTBEAMs sent to the Midwest,
Now I know that a couple got there but that Midwesterners don't like to write

or something which cnly adds to an effete Easterner's worst suspicions about the
region. Cursly someone out there must have something to say besides Winston
Dzwson? Also do any femme fen krnow hou to write? I never hear from them, Gee
I zet the feeling that I'm the only female in the N3F---well I know there's
Cathy McGuire, “haron Ponzer, Joanna Burger and Janie Iamb, But you get the ide:
Oh yes, I forpot Anji Valenza; yuvp Anji is female which I didn't know earlier anc
well.....00rry about that Anji.

Anyone who is in doubt about his/her membership status, should write to Janie
Lamb. If you ask me, I just have to contact Janie., Her address is on the insid:
front cover,

Then I want to talk about the DIRTY DOZEN. These are Neffers who are notorious
for heing mere names on my mailing list and who only exist in the PO's imeginat-
jon or have disappeared long ago taking their typeuriters with them, I can read
henduritten letters, honest. These fen should drop me a line if only to prove
thev exist., Dlersonally I'm inclined to believe that these are ficticious char-
acters made upn by John Robinson and an obscure conspiracy to increase the mem=-
bership roles. The only way to prove you exist is to send a loc, To be truth-
ful, I could 1list far more than a dozen but feel that's enough for any one issue
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X  Martha Beck Cary Phillips X
X  Jean BDogert Richard Smith X
X Donald Franson Caryl Anne Thompson X
X  Kenneth Huff Doug #ilchowy X
Y  Thomas Longo Lyrne A, Witten X
¥  Donald KMiller Ieah Zeldes X
X X
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Yes, I know Leah is a member of the Direstorate but is she real? Well, Leah?
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Those of you who are wondering why there is an X on your mailing baz; well it
shous that you are eligible for the DIRTY DOZ:N and could be on it next time un-
less you send a2 loc. One excention is Jackson lackey whom I heard from after I
exed the bags, Another is H. Andruschak.

The cover this issue was supposed to be by Anji Valenza, Anji did send in a
very nice cover too but Ralph didn't 1like it. He doesn't like large areas of
grey in drawing=-=--just black and white and avoid large blacked in areas If I
can get Ralph to accept the cover, I may use it next &September, Since it s82YS
September on it, that limits my options someuhat. Anyway Anji dié some of the
interior art, as did Cheryl Birkhead and Hank Heath (page 8), Next issue will
have art by John Fitzsimmons and Alan Iankin, The cover is by Gil Gaier,

“311i~m Goodson, No 11, Julan 2/12, Shah Alam, Selangor, lMalaysia, would like

to hear from you, As to how he got there, that will be explained next issue,
But he would anprecinte postcards of US and Canadian scenes as his Malay friends
love them, Aslo any hopeful SF writer who wants to know what a primitive societ:
is really like---not just a Rousseausn pipe dream, should write also. Postage
is 31¢ air mail to Malaysia but 22¢ by air letter; these latter do not permit am
enclosuvres,

A Dbit of news “1lliam Goodson won't 1like, I recently got the results of a sur=-
vey filled out by the members in our congressional cdistrict and the only thing
less porular here than spending money on space exploration was spending it on
foreiim aid, They rather send it to Mars than Malaysia,., Just abomwe space ex-
plormhlon in popularity was spending for welfare———unless those on welfare are
senior eitizens,

Sharon Ponzer, Lecoma Star Rte., Rolla, MO 65401 is looking for coples of TH:
H"RIT*G% OF HAETUR, THE JIND" OF DARKOVER and THE WORLD WR:iCK:R® all by Marion
Zimmer Pradley---adso THE FALCONS OF NARABUDLA and THE DOOR THROUGH SPACE. She
would also 1like DREAL COMPANICN, GAIACTIC DURELICT, KEY OUT OF TIME, ICE CROVN,
THE TIM: TRADERG anc THE DWFIANT AGUNT: all by Andre Norton,

Ritchie Tean is looking for folks to join the Welcommittee. (R. Dean, Sand Gap,
Xy. 40481, You all know what it means to a new member to hear from other Neffer:
anl tho gap between joining and getting listed in TNFF can‘be long. No neuw mem-

bers w1l be listed till Dec. I have ramcs and addresses of some thirty new mem-
Ders soita last time, I just decided to 1ist a few at random, One new member i:
Rieit Wilbard who has a letizr here, %o neos if you want to get knovn write here.
Jay Miller Jay is a student, has wide interests but was never active
6 Scenic Dr. before, e likes 21l &F authors (all?) and is interested
Sufifern NY 10901 in correspondence, art, fanzines, writing.

fteven Bond Steve i3 a member of the Nashville SF Club, has access to

1035 Gresn Valley Rd., a radic siation production room., He's interested in coll:
Tewisburg, TN 37091 uriting (so loc this Steve), photography-—-see Rich Hubbar

“hig nond bunch I just have names and addresses for=-=nothing else,

Navid Cohen Theron Yaldman Gregg Palmer

“3 Goldea Hill Ave 2919 & 37th iit, 816 &, Broad St.
Coshen, J¥ 12004 Lincoln, Neb 68506 iiddletown, Del, 19709
Terry Meil Alan Luck Jane McAshan

4874 nitn Hall 319 lMonaco Dr, 307 Greenwood
(:olumbiia, MO 65201 Hermitage, TN 37076 laredo, Tx 78041
(‘onstance Riley Mike faler Lester Keith Greathouse
409 La Jara 393 Main St, 523 Colorado

imporia, K& 66801 Concord, MA 01742 Kansas City, MO 64124
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THE PRESIDENT"S MESSAGE

John Robinson Should fans bring pressure to bear on Los Angeles fan-
1=-101st St., dom in order to stop their ceaseless Worldcon bids?
Troy, NY 12180 Should there perhaps be an amendment to the WSFS cen-

stitution forbidding a site bidding more than once
every six years? Has the persistance of LA fans allenated enough fans in
other parts of the country to boycott any future LA Worldcon bids (But not
this year's)?

An Albany area far vwho is not a member of the N3F told me that he absolutely
will not vote for Los Angeles until they skip at least one turn, and that he
. will refuse to vote for Los Angeles whenever they put in bids less than six
years apart. While my feelings are not as extreme as his, I do believe that
LA fans have overdone it. What I'd like to find out is what Neffers think
about this situation,

Should fans beycott any site «blich bids every chance it gets?
Should fans try to propose a six year rule on bidding?
Should 1A fans ka censured if they bid for 19817

I'd really like ic know,

((Okay, John a few remarks from the editor: Yes I think a bid once in six years
by any one ciiy is pienty, It would seem there is a fi-e year rule now, After
all the Wes* does have Seattle, Portland, San Diego, San Franciseo, Phoenix,
Denver etc, I doubt that a boyecott would work however, It would just produce
a delightfully uncrowded Con for those who did attend. Hould Hugos be suspect?
Fen should just not vote to give the con to such a site---only fen can cure the
situation., Denpis Jarog told me reccently that there is a prejudice against 1A
fen in the Midwest; this may be a reasor, LA fen should think about this.))

DAMMN THE
FuaGHzabs !/



SOME OUTRAGOUS GPINTORS CONABRNING SOIENCE FICTION
' Ky Thil Fohn

I am a Foundation far but have 1little liking fox THE CAVES OF STREL altheugh it
iz part of the Asimav history lewding up Lo the Fourdation. Yet FCUHTATION is
1llogical. The science of psycho history presupposed the absence ¢f major in-

vention, Vet the impact of invemtion deperds 30 much on such technological de=
~ tails like whare 3s the oil and ho# much ¢il 1s there, Ii also presupposes that
menkind which can travel gelactie disécnces in weel's never would colonize new
planets nor interacting with ang ouisiders or offucrlders, Like everything else
trds was too pat, '

Also, since maraging is 2 psychologieal seierce, the Cecond Foundationers can
overiake the {irst ary time they wart o so what §& the whole rigmarole good For?
Sometires I ask wyself iP theve ian't & real Foundation; founded by Asimov, just
after Wz, Just veread Hari Seléon's explanztions and see if they don't fit the
situation,

Remombor Heinlein’s TUNNIL IN THE SXY? Big sisler, Hzlen, the Spece Marine Cap=-
taln  telis Red not to take » gvm ns 1t will make him over confident. His Jjob is
to tlend with the environment sa ha won'® be eaten ty something bigger. How that
is the nost stupid thing 7've ssen foor a loug time (Israeli politics excepted),
Iragine an untutored bushuan trying to survive in the friendly atnosvhere of Cop~
erheger, The ONT tidng he zan't possitly do is blead iatc the environment!| Wei-
ther can any extrapionetary’

I untertake to outlast all the armed ard unarned
spece cadete, I would take along skamk oil,
bright red crew overclothing and various noise
nakera, There would s%i11 be a risk but iks
logals vill hove learned that “afvertizers”
acstly do not make pleasant eatlng and will not
- wot be Inclined ‘o {ake 2 risk, DBut Heinlein is
2u11l the dest writer around,

I xenenber the DEATHWORLD trilogy from Analog,

Tt would be interesiing to heve these 2 gee herce
sonfronted wiih the Dorsai or the 900 gee aliens
Tron MISSTON OF CGRAVITY,

Fack Reynolds is good sven iT T can't eccept his
ideas. Neither ths Church or the Militexy pro-
vide soeial ladders exeept in Special circumem
stancesy the army dees during revolutions while
the Catholic Church by reguiring celibacy never
threctered established fanilies (and of course wa
an inside track for them as they siaffad the higher crders,) Catezory: Entertaimm
would seem the most ladder,

I don'i have much use for Zordon I¥ skeon and his tro militarists, THE TAUTICS OF
MIDTAXE assumes that an eramy wnable to plan his own movemenis competently can be
predicted by another which is nonsense,

I like Schmitzee~particularly his Talzsy Ambarcon steries. lon't you think that ar
author ALL of whose heroes avre t2lepathic Pightihg HEROINTS deserves some recogniti
Tfrom the feminlst movement? ¢YE WITCHIS OF KARRFS =—~=lelzoy~—=Zabadon-—-and that
antbrorologist whose rawe I forget ((Nile Ftiund)), Why doesn't someone take it
vpon himself or herself to get the author his deserved feminist medal?

o



A REPORT ON WESTERCON 29 AND SF SEMINAR 1
By John Andrews

I arrived at “estercon late Friday morning. Not too many people were in
the mezzanine of the Hyatt House, The hatel, very near IA Airport, is
familiar Trom other Cons,

ince there was no Huckster Room, nor Art Show, nor event until & PM, one
took the opportunity to converse, I was Tortunate that I had a brie? talk
with Bertram Chandler, He's touring the US, visited Grand Canyon this
year, South Rim, Chandler remarked that he's greatly interested in Cord-
wainer Smith, and that only a knowledze of South Sea realms allows one
insight into much of Smith's work, Chandler certainly has the piercing
eyes of a carecr seaman, Later in the Con I talked a little with Robin
Johnson, also from Australia, Some of the fen I met were busied with young
kids, who enjoy 2 con at reduced rates, but have a way of disappearing,
showing up in odd situations, As usual the Con formed the veriest melting
pot.

The Con was lightly programmed. Friday I spent much time at the “elcome
Reception, actually an Author's Cocktail too., Jack Williamson told me some
of his books are being retranslated into Italian. I said they could only
be an improvement ancd that retranslations fizure in the news from the first
issue of ROEOT, publ, in Milan, Italy.

I also net Tom Locke, formerly a programmer with the Space Ship Shuttle at
Rockwell, but he's not there now, Apparently, he's had trouble with smog

and developed too many colds, The Con veather was good; cold breezes blew
avay the smogz. Although when not in breeze, the sultriness came on strong.

Besides being lightly programmed, the Con seemed a 1little flat, Ellison
was not present---a possible factor? Attendance down from last year, But
events were s8till hard to squeeze in amonigst conversations, meals and

gleen, Busy hours sped by. Notable at this Con were the increase in women
nembers, women pros; a relaxed atmosphere, the near win of id by Phoenix,
the excellent Masguerade (quality high, not huge), and the continued man-
euvers by hotel (now they give out "passports to guests), The dramatic
slidje-show "The Capture" surnassed my exvectations; it deserves a hizgh vote
if not a first for Hugzos, "The Capture" cmbodies the old ASTOUNDING "1ight"
touch, hunor,

EBarly Monday morning, a croud from one bidding party was kicked out by the
police (apparently part of 2 suite was heing used, although officially
closed for repairs), They barsed into the Phoenix party, which before had
been distinguished by restraint and quiet cnjoyment, A huckster found
soneong had spirited his receipts awey, lcaving too little for the return
trip. Security seemed careful this time, but the thoeft marred a peaceful
holiday any'ray.

Highlights: BARBARELIA, Fri, mostly uncut; meeting several Neffers, Gil

aier, Stan oolston, Frank Denton; Australians; Silverberg's wit at Avards
nen-hanquet (MFFF members win FAAN avard); my talking to two fen who'd
criticized my "Gisyphus" translation in FANTASTIC; the two intervieuws pub=-
licly presented with Sturgeon, 3ilverberg, Both pros interviewed gave much
deiail, despite penetrating questions. Sturieon emphasized an artist's
reiationships to his creations; Silverberz, on the other hand, a SF author's
relationship to fandom, publichers, readers; both covered the negative
aspects of thier careers, At the fMrst Writer's Panel, Hfichael Kurland came
out against lcose, plotless "arty” stories, though no specirtic titles, late
ifenday afternoon, I heaxrd M, Z, Bradley%sin@. Also met a few fen from old
LMk % 5 0 /shste TR



I resched the SF Semimar I at Beeks Unlimited i pecksley just befere the firs
Panel. Saturday,  (Net at Open Heuze Fri, eve), The first Fanel gave seversl 3
s chunce te rehash the three main editers whe bave given us a Legacy: Camphell
Boucher, Geld, Much ef the material has appeared elsewhere, so eme value 1ay 3
the amphases put on different phases, The three editers emerge as very human,
. flawed individuals whe nenetheless achieved the unleeked fer, and created Ilrev
a Colden Age, and then a banchmarks age that we sok to today.

The SF Semimar overall marks the "miscellanious” fammish gatherings, net Clube
net Coms, Werkshops. Put on By a beekstore, it lacked crowds, huge eatertain~
ments, hotel facilities, and art s ow, and films, It thus harked Back te the
ancisnt Coms. However most attemdees are seriously interested in the litera~
ture, either as zine editors, cellectors, or Buddimg mew authers, Thus it may
look forward to a new dawn of SF, stirring in the grass roots,

Although planned by Alva Rogers, Bob Yamada (of the Bookstore, a neo im SF, Tt
adroit in putting this on) and a distinguished Committee, the theme—=~the craft
of SP & Fantasy---appeared as slippery as usual, Ko one looked for a "definiti
treatment of the genres, howsver, the conversatiens covered the craft more by
jmplication and reference than directly. The subjects at the four Panels and
and during leng, informal sessioms afterwards wandered all over the nape—=and ¢
of this world. The heavy turnout of Pros (there must have been at least twenty
five, although many for only ome day) made the Semimar count more than the 150
attendance would suggest,

Highlights of the Pamels: Robert Anton Wilsom displayed his enigmatic persemal
He smd R, P, Nelson sat as "new" authors; both have beem publishing and writin
nany years, tut they are relatively "fresh" to SF——-a new phase. R, A. Wilson,
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co=author of the ILLUMINATUS trilozy, bluntly asserted that one succeeds as
an author by: a) becoming an internationally known crook, like 5, Agnew,

b) becoming an internationally known crank, like G. B. Shaw, Mr Wilson pushes
the I4 and L5 space stations as mankind's last hope to avoid a Dark Age (as in
Club of Rome forecasts); he decries the doon mongers of today---critics of the
space nrogram and attempts to delay, and population problems. At the same
time, he svonsers group sessions that recall dianetics, est, encounter groups
and other attempts at quick "group consciousness-raisings" of the last tuenty
years,

Ray Nelson expounded a four-stage history of SF. According to this, only in
our currant, last stage do authors begin the depiction of individuzls. Before
only the stage, gadzets, hackground concepts were emphasized., Tom i/hitmore
stoutly objects to this theory.

The audience asked few, but pointed, questions and each panel had sharp andi-
ence interaction on really substantive issues, I was especially interested

in the New Author's Panel, with R, F. Nelson, R. A, Yilson, Marta Randall, Eric
Vinicoff, Mal Yarwick and Gary K. Wolf, The Seminar's cheerful consensus: they
still look at SF out of slush piles,

Martz Randall says she sends novels as one chapter, plus outline, first class,
and senls with hard science only for plausability. Vinicoff tells of woeful
ruin of 4th class packazes in Bulk Mail Center. He is really half a team:
Marcia Martin does technical background, "hard" aspects for him, Mel Gilden
espouses ethnic SF, Ile also honestly admits that he must hold a mundane job
and that it's impossible to keep up with new SF, let alone science background,
GCary K. i/olf emphasizes the role of advertizing in any fiction market; his
KILLERBOWL contract grants money for promotion (he wore a Killerbouwl T-shirt),
Dorothy Bryant autographed her self-published story and told of the problems
plaguing a new author that led to putting it out herself, Cover desisned by
her hushband,

The book has been taken up by a major firm and are reprinting it with a new
title THE KIN OF ATA ARE YAITING. ial Yarwick did not give a talk.

The “eninar displayed many female pros, some obscure, such as the SF poectess,
Rona Spalten. In the last Panel, Women in SF, Dorothy Bryant, Carol Carr and
Dena 3Browm questioned the meaning of "feminism" and pondered reevalutions,
Sydney J. Van Scyoc and filmar H. Shiras told of early trials and stereotypes
for women, the questions of "hiding" sex behind initials, Marta Randall and
Susan ¥ood took the very hard “women's liberation" line, In the guestion ses-
sion, i“ichael Xurland declared himself a "visitor from Mars" and asked if

the problem were not really women as the oporessed group, but SF as oppressed
literary minority. A very piquant session, CGeveral in the audience raised
questions of alleged "overkill" in the last several years by women activistis,
and the possibility that this may have hampcred women's efforts to better them-
selves, 5

The Banquet was at a Chinese Restaurant just around the cormer., The food was

a success for once®! Don ¢impson disagrees, The presence of Wilmar Shiras

She recounted briefly her epochal breakthrough: the publication in ASTOUNDING
of the of th: series that became the classic, IN HIDING. (CHILDREN OF “ONDER)
I had the pleasure of talking with Mrs Shiras and her husband at length before
the banquet. Dr. George R. Stewart (EARTH ABIDES) made a few remarks, expresscd
doubts of his SF status, Fritz Leiber reassured him in his fine speech. Leiber
retold incidents of his carcer, the "Grey Mousex™ series and again has announcer
his new novel, hardcover in Feb., I deplore the trend to changing a title on
second publication, The FAEF version apparently shall have a different title,

=Ous



FLIAT S/ORDS AND RUSTY KNOCKERS
By Dennis Jaroy

vhe 1oud lzugtiug seemed to come from the other end of the inn; as I drew
cloeasw, whare wes ro ristake, I knew it was my old friend---the trusted sWords=
man, Trojan.

"ithat have you been up to, sluggard?

"The usual——-a little swordplay, a little gambling and a lot of wenching,"
Ha then grabbed a nearby serving woman, gave her an appreciative slap on the
rap and called for more ale. "I came at your summons, my friend, for you
would never call save in great need,”

T sat down at the table where he was and, after 1lifting the mug to my lips,
I turmed to him, "Yes, my friend, these are evil times here in Klapp. Ycu
nust have heard of the death of the king even in your remote holdings,"

Ile nodded and I continued, "There are those who believe that the king ms
masdered anéd that his young daughter who is now queen has fallen under some
eril influence.” Fis eyes narrowed and I went on, "Some months ago the king
ecroroned the evil sorcerer, Climax, to him and asked his aid again3t the bar-
La=ians in the west. Climax agreed and after the victory, grew ever more power-
ia 30 that men nou say sorcery rules the kingdom."

But even ag -1e talked we were being watched for high in the castle tower

Climax.noocoacoca
¥ ¥ X % # X ¥ *

Sw.ri and sorcery, tile name which encompasses various works from Coran to
thunrsands of terrible imitations, is a curious branch of literature, Through
iliuvsirations drswn from the above, I will take a look at ite--making a fow
comm:uts thereon, ljowever first I would like to make a distinction between
Heroin or Adult Fantasy as tynified by THE LORD OF THE RINGS or THZ WELL OF
THE 7TICORN and what is commowily called Sword and Sorccery and is typified Ly
ths Ccnan series, the Callisto series, the Gor series ad nauseam, Suzh a
digtizction is nauessary because, even though these are s;erficlally similar;
they cre in fact yri.~o different beung ™wilt on dissimilar premices and usually
tlachig emphasi® un <iffering aspects, In S48 swordplay preluriiates to the
excli#ion >f mos® el« while in Hercic 'aatasy, the theme is usually an idea

oo
¢ %o onueri,

T ezsor that I balieve S&5 to be a lesser and in some ways d»fizient, rowm
is tae tecariyue of this sort of story, This is not to say thzi there are not
surs pood (~r 2t “east readable) stories of this mode but they all have a major
iw wvd frall--caaractesization or the lack of it, The characters cf the above
niieoy e privewy problem of S&5; they are very stock and =z wiays cardboaxd.,

Iet vs le.x ot the swordsman, Trojan., He is known as a brawling sort—--
ghick with o sword or in hand to hand combat. He owes allegiencc to no one
v o Tow fast friends, Often in times of trouble, he will siin ¢ vith some
king cr warlord who strikes his fancy=--most often because L.: has Found the
zatestain to be his match in bed or with the sword, He the swordeanan has vari-
our svparman attributes: he is always victorious in battle, If he is wounded,
it is due t: treachery. He is reputed to be the best in skil® with women. lle
treats them crudely but still expects them to give him a good time in bed., lle
is a drinker; he is a gambler but has precious little mental ability. In short,
he is a bore,

The master swordsman is a bore because his mold chenges very slightly from story
t> st%ory. Oh, ccecasionally some of the externals may change, Fur example the
=man wny he the lost heir to the ccuncil of tribes but, by and largz. if
you senve mo® one haliry swordsman, you have met them z21l.

5.0
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The next group of charactexs present in the story above and in most S&5 stories
are the women---or what passes for the same, They are rarely treated kindly here;
except in the case of high-born women shere they are protected until they can be
off in marriage to another princeling, 1In most cases they are vhores and little
better, As far as they story teller is concerned, they don't even have names,
They are useful for wenching, waiting on tables and the like. Little more can.

be said, they are not points of interest and are not intended to be., After all
aside from swordplay, rape is the chief amusement in these socicties. Our hero
is usually a most willing participant expecially after he has shocked a feu
neonle into various states of dismemberment. GCertainly not the sort of situations
which inspire interest unless you are a gloset sadist or have other hangups,

The next regular feature of 5&5 is the evil necromancer, Besides being evil and
opposing all the ains and goals of our hero; he is leering, physically ugly, old,
craves personal power and helieves himself much better than the common nerde—
most especially, our hero, He uears black, lives in a tower and performs all
sorts of nefarious experiments often with various netherworld creatures to assist,
He worships and communicates with Ghods not in accordance with the uishes of the
local community,

Fe is rarely seen often enough to reveal that little character he has, Generally
he is stopped when he is about to launch the crowming achievement of his evil plan,
He is shown mixing various potions together in order to do away with our noble
hero. Also present is a hunchbacked assistant---not the kind of humanist you
ucald want to snuggle up in bed with, Nevertheless he is deadly familiar to those
uk:o enjoy this, On second thought perhaps the popularity of Sé6 is the result

of the necromancers' union bewitching the public into buying this pap,

In addition there are usually an assortment of minor characters who pop up here
and there-——the faithful companion of the master swordsman who always strived

for but could never match, the bravado of our hero., Then there is the doddering
king or chieftain; he usually takes his final bow early in the first act. The
fayming princess who is left behind to rule usually fails miserabiy. For some
reason kings in these stories seem unable to father sons; perhaps the Ghods could
help. Artificial insemination would be a great blessing here.

To sum up: mny first major complaint about the S&5 novel is that it has all the
carefully developed characterization of the department store manikin., The stock
characters appear in such davastating regularity that to read one Séf story is to
read them all, Perhaps an 5&8 kit by the number could be developzd: take one
master swordsman mix with two evil magicianS......see..then blend into a stock nlot,

The sesrond major flaw lies in the plotting. In reality there is only one plct

in ‘hic sort of novel. Something has gone sour in the society: either the evil
nagicizn lusts for poier or some group of barbarians threatens to invade, It's a
sort of "I am not going to let some foreigner rape my women, I will do it myself™
sort of plot. In certain cases=--such as Moorcock's-Etcrmal Champion series——-
the focus is such that it raises the books ahove the general garbage level but
this is rare.

The baric flow of the story yruns from the init 1 glimmerings of evil abroad in
th2 lard---change from the normal. This is sometimes manifested by oppression
cf the peasantry. It usually takes a vhile for our hero to recognize the change;
he is after all rather dull mentally. The faithful companion usually brings the
prablem to the hero's attention. Then our hero, a2fter a particularly successful
ni*t in bed, leads the charge against the evildoer. Depending on the story he
eiirer sneaks into the stronghold of the evildoer or leads the charge of knights
and swcrdsmen, After the spilling of considerable blood and numerous escapes
from the jawcs of defeat; our hero manages to turn some agent of the evil agzainst
itself-~--thnue towarting its desire, The last scene usually takes place back in
the tavern



Reflecting for a moment-~=the plot is inevitably the same because of the nature
of the characters, Our hero would be of little use elsevhere because his talents
such as they are, are one dinensional. Thus we come again to the proeblen of
character,

Jooking back to the article last issue: the search for the hero, ‘e have heroes
here; ghod, we have mors heroes thon one would know what to do with, St11 fron
this vantage point, they are no more viable than the heroes in those books I
looked at earlier. I don't care much for cardboard, Nothing ever happens to
them, They are never wounded except hy treachery., In a drawn fiph% they are
invineilbe, They don't get ulcers, hanzovers or social deseases., They are never
tired, never have body odor desnvite long hours in battle, They never have a sec~
ond thought---often not even a first one, They are, in short, unbelievable in
their oim worlds, That is critical , iven in their own sphere they are unreal.
They viclate Tolkien's rule of fantasy worlds because they deny the reality of
thoir own worlds,

Do ycu rvemember the little story at the beginning of this story? Probably not;
rot just hecause it is a poor imitation of the 5&5 story which it is; but also
Peceuse it 1llustrative of the genre as a whole. One master barbarian is just
the same as the next, How many leering necromancers can you take before falling
asleed? How many mental dimwits, famming princesses ete., can you take? One
minor point not touched on before might also be mentioned, £&5 is heavy with
phallic symbols., fThe sword is obvious and need not be mentioned except for the
fact thet it too hecomes torinz, HNot wishing to get into the sexuval hangups of
people who read or write £&S, still the fact of the sword as rhallus is there,
fimilarly with the opnosite of the sword in the story; the magician is a phallic
symtol too,

It seems to me tha* 586 as opposed to Haroic Fantasy is a deficient form of lite
erature, It is this way primarily because of the limits imposed by the char-
acters therein., The swordsman, the magician and all the rcst arn ziereotyped so
much that the characters are no longer real in their own worlds, T:ey are card=-
board, They impozc further limits on the »lnt which handicaps tlie plot still
further. All of these comb»inz to make the story horing and unreadable due to
the sameness from one siory to the next. As for the search for a hero, we can
chalk up yet another failuve on the board.

((Text issue Demnis 1ill talk about something he actuzlly liked,))
@ 08 @R @ G @ @
SOME PRIFEF FANZINE REVIEWS by the editor

YA 11 ed, Rotart Jackson, 21 Lyndhurst Rd., Benton, Newcastle-on~Tyne IE12 ONT
Jemz interesting articles about how Pster Weston discovercd fancom, a ship
pcvered by beer drinkers=--a sugpestion of Bob Shaw; Walt ¥allis® return to
fenac ard finally a suggestion on how to get more respect for SP—-~Figld
Jz.eshiall Mceskowitz—--=-somehow I don't think it'11l work, Tom. Also lots of
Tecters including Jessica Amanda Salmonson on THE SHATTERED CHAIN. I hate
“¢ think where that one could end up, $1.00 each or 4/$3.00 payable to
D2 Long, P.0. Box 4046, Patriclk AFB, FL 32925.

YVIQIOT 4 ed. Ken Josenhans, 7602 Vicar P1, New Carrollton, MD 2078

A 2iscussion of Soleri, some comments on how Ken's views of Jimmy Carter
changed nlong with TINE®s-~-something rather frightening, some fiction, a
raview of HCUSE OF ZEOR, some comments on Clint Lastiood films, Jessica
faimonson on onpresion of gays in Seattle plus letters and more letters
Lv=ilatie for the usual of three 13¢ stamps.,
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BOOK REVIEWS

THE SHATTEREZD CHAIN by Marion Zimmer Bradley
reviewed by Cathy McGuire

Can you guess this theme: A group of Free Amazon women come, as traders,
into a town where the women wear chains on their wrists, They are called
bitches by the towmsfolk, along with every other name imaginable, all because
they chose to act as they please, and not be chained by the men. Have you
guessed? All those who said "women's 1ib" credit yourself with normal intell-
igence. Althoush I thought this was a very good book, the theme was so obvious
from the first ovage that I strongly suspected that it was the only reason the
bool as written. Of course, I haven't read any other Darkover books, so I
don't have the familiar characters to feel secure with., These characters are
strangers to me, 2nd they remain strangers throughout the book because the theme
is so strong it treats the characters like puppets at times, bending them to fif

From the very beginning, the theme hit me like a baseball bat in the face.
I an a woman for enuality, so any novel that starts out with women being chainec
by their hushands-—--and liking it--~ already has me half out of my chair in ange
And if these women are placed at odds with women who declare their own right to
be free, I immeciately and emotionally place myself on the side of the free vom-
en, That's reader identification. To keep me reading the book, all that's ne-
cessary is to keep people fighting with the free women and have the women come
out winners most of the time, That's the happy ending. Now comes the part wher
I get demanding., I also want the characters to be very real; to work through
their proklems in a way that I can imagine doing. That, I think, is wish ful=-
fillment. ks, Pradley succeeds only partially here, Her people are individuales
with firm beliefs and real faults, but time and again they change their feelings
at a convenient time in the plot. To give an example without giving away the
whole story: a young girl from the town where they chain their women is taken
by the Amazons., At first she doesn't understand them, and she is still of the
mentality of the chained women., By the end of the journey she has completely
turned around, eloquently defending the Amezons, 4Yhile reading it, I approved
of her change of mind but was puzzled as to how it came about. There was no
warning; it was just there, This type of sudden change at a crucial point in
the plot comes too often to just ignore it. It is the one serious flaw in an
otherwise readable book,

At the risk of helaboring it, let me approach this from another side., Ms,
Bradley has some very fine scenes wherz a woman of one viewpoint discusses with
a woman of anotha2r viewpoint and gives equal time to each, I applaud the fajir-
ness of this but have to argue with the following scenes. Either one woman has
convinced the other or both are still firm in their own beliefs, but both result
come about behind the scenes somehow, One particular scene leaves two women
puzzled both at themselves and with each other but, in the morning, lo and beho:
one of the women has solved everything that worxried her and is no longer puzzle:
Tt's nice for her but where does it leave the reader? He/she has not shared in
those thoughts that solved everything and so is left in the cold, (For those wh
read the book and are wondering, the scene I am referring to is between Jaelle
and lLady Rohana at the very end of the book.,) It may be a minor point but I
still feel like I'm being led to my conclusions (which agree with the book most-
lv). I guess my complaint boils down to, "It’s too smooth; too easy"”, If even
one of the heroines had messed up and come to a bad end, it might have seemed
more real, ¢

But in clcsing, let me say I recommend this book as good reading, The poir.
that I make such a fuss over doesn't spoil the plot or the characters snousgh to
make it a bad book. It is a very good one; if only tho women's 1lib theme had
been softened a little, o i :



SOME COMMENTS ON THE SHATTERTWD CHAIN by Hank Heath

Frankly I found the concept of the Free Amazons refreshing=—-not at 2ll up-
setting, It was not scmething I'd expected to cncounter, though., T am a
sexist, That is, I believe there are at least two sexes, and I'm very
hapoy with that type of situation. As to the place of thcse sexes, well
that's a nroblem,

A problem that is faced by the Fres Amazons and the heroines" of the book,
(Question: can a novel which questions sexism truly have a "heroins"?) The
Frece Amazons provide-a type of sub-society that permits a woman to achieve
status and power or ecoromic independence or whatever in a sexist society,
That T like, if they like it---which apparently they do, what I like more
is the fact that they don't try to force the "liberation" message ¢orm the
throats of the sexist-bound "non liberated" women. And their men.

S0 the message comes out: if I am a woman and I want to comnete equally
for an equal job with equal pay, I shovld he allowed the right, £h? Nice
nessaze that, Too bhad most of our group of local libtbers can't get it like
that., They think that becauvse half the porulation is female, half the jobs
should be, Uhich is entirely another set of circumstances, But the I said
I yas sexiatididniE dng s

| THE CHATTERED CHAIN by Marion Zimmer Bradley DAW  April '76 ' $1.50
Tais = fAHFREE Y '
LITTLE FUZZY and FUZZY SAPIENS by H, Beam Piper
revieved by Nicholas Delarber

These books, re-issued by Ace after too long an absence, are two fine
examples of the first contact theme as well as Yeing two of the most enter-
taining novels I've read in recent times,

The settirg of both books is the planet Zara thrustra, colony of Earth
and cdeminated by the Chartered Zarathrustra Company (CZC) which owns the righ
to all resourccs of the planet as long as there are no signs of sapient nmativ
life. In such cases the resources’ ownership reverts to the natives. Unfor-
tunately Tor the CZC, Jack Halloway (occupation: prospector) surfaces with a
native he has named "Little Fuzzy". Little Fuzzy and his kin who look some=
wnat 1ike larse marmosets, exhibit a high degree of adaptability, imaginatio
a1l intellizence; i, e., sapiocnt qualities, If they prove to be sapient, the
C7ZC would lose its charter, The stiuggle o answer the question oi the Fuz-~
zies' sentience is the basis of the first novel, LITTLE FUZZY.

The CZC scnds its own scientists to discredit Holloway and his zoologist
friend by "proving? that the Fuzzies are nothing but well-trained animals,
In the midst of their confroniation, both a Fuzzy and a_ company man are kille
Holloway, brought to trial for the murder of the CZC man, pleads that he acte
in order to prevent the killing of an intelligent being, In that manner, the
question of sapience of the Fuzzies is placed before the court., The ending -
the novel is a happy one for Holloway and the Fuzzies, albeit a deus ex mach-
ina ending.

Aoproximately a week after the close of LITTL: FUZZY, FUZZY SAPIENS be-
gins, This sequel is more concerned with the fate of the Fuzzies, after thei:
sapience has been proven, Mith the loss of the CZC's chartexr; other groups,
including a shady lawyer, attempt to £ill the power vacuum on Zarathrustra,
Cihers aticmpt to exploit the Fuzzies Ffor criminal activities or "black market
Puzzy acoption rings."
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‘Another problem facing the Fazzios involves their rate of reproduction.
0f every ten Fuzzy babies conceived, nine arc either stillborn or have major
birth defects and die soon after birth, Why this occurs is not known and it
must be discovered lest the Fuzzies face extincticn,

The Fuzzies are aided by Jack Holloway and friends, but they are also aided
by another: Victor Grego, manager~in-chief of the CZC, who is also the chief
human character of FUZZY SAPIENS, As in LITTLE FUZZY Grego does not hate the
Fuzzies, and, in fact when one is discovered in his penthouse, Grego adopts
the Fuzgy. This Furzy, as is revealed, helps to provide the answer to the
Fuzzies' probiems, The ending of this novel is alsc a hopeful one but still
a bit weak,

Both novels hove mencrable characters among the humans but they are a bit
flat., Th3 tirue stare of bctih novels are the Fuzzies themselves, These very
short, taillese humenoids with golden or silver fur behave much like well man-
nered eignt yrar cids. They exiest to enjoy life and play, yet they hold no
melevolerce, Tiey do pranzge to capture the interest of ihe reader,

Neitiher ncvel can te called heavy philosophy but they are entertaining ad-
ventures, filled with humor, action of both the physical and mental varieties,
and elenents ni pathos, ianirigue and scientific romance. They are well con-
structel and .ove at a smcoth pace, Both LITTLE FUZZY and FUZZY SAPIFNS deserve
their accoiades as classics of SK. They carn provide ths reader with a few hours
of rzadipg enjoymeni and are a welcome pair of returnees to the world of science-
ficiicen,

LITTLRE Fi7«Y and FUZZY SATIENS by H, Beam Plper Ace $1.50
HREABEYARSY

LADY OF THE BEES by Thomas Burnett Swapu
: reviewed by M. E. Tyrrell

LADY OF THE BEES is a novel that evolved from
Swenn's shorter work "Where is the Bird of Fire?
In a way it is also a sequel to GREEN PHOENIX
(DaW, 1972). The heroine in both novels is Mel-
lonia,; a dryad, In BEBS she is over 450 years
0ld vet curicusly untouched by age., She repre=
sents the virtues Swann considered important:
gentleness, courage, love of beauty, considera-
tion of others, It is not surprising, since
Swann was fascinated by mythical times, that
lellonia should becore involved with legendary
heroes, GREEN PHOENIX dealt with Mellonia,
Aeneas, and Ascanius, In this book, the dryad
becones an important part of the life of Romulus
and Remuse,

Syanu makes a sharp contrast betwesn the twin
brotkers, Romulus is the wolf, the warrior, He
wiches to build a city that is a fortress, Remus
‘s the woodpecker, the blrd of fire, He dreams
of a city that is a true community, with a place
for the arte as well the practical necessities,
3till both are heroes, Romulus isn‘t evil, merel
resh and a bit too ambitious, Renmus, for all
his gentleness, can be adamant when it comes to
questiions of right and wrong. Swann has quite
redeemed the Romulus and Remus legend for me., I
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always liked the bit about the wolf suckling the twins (Swamn includes her
anc. names her Luperca) but thought thinzs zot vather ridiculous when one brot-
her killed the other in an arument over a hill, Swann follows the legend
faithfally, yet he has detailed it with such sikill that everything falls into
place beautitully,

There is more that I could say, I've not mentioned the chaxrming fawn Sylvan
or the “Yalley of Blue [onkeys, But I leave it to you to read this book and
discover them for yourself,

LADY OF THE BEZS by Thomas Biynett Syenn Ace MNay 76 $1.50
i O

BRIDG: OF ASH:S by Roger Zelagzny
reviewed by Dennis Jarogz

DRIDGE OF ASHE: is the newest baok by Rozer Zelazny and in my opinion is
one of his best. It is the sags of a man who has walked the earth since the
davn of man and who in the end hopes to save this hapless planet from the vhinms
of its own idiocy.

In the {irst part of the book we have the story of someone who has no mind
at all, Due to an imbalance caused by his telempathic sensitivity he (Dennis Guisc
has been unable to develop a personality of his own., Later he manifests the per-
sonrlities of others, first an environmental terrorist, then Leonardo DaVinci and
others, These are marked DLy a mental develorment without as yet the emergence of
a2 persorality.

Iater a3 ha bsccmes a mental whole, the real story is revealed, The various
personaliies revealed in the novel are in fact memories of one man who has, at
various times, emergad through the various eras of man, All this has a purpose.
It seems that a superior? civilisation has seeded this earth in order to provide
a proper habiia®% Tor themselves--~and throigh man this is being developed, Throt
ghtout history they have intruded in order to guide this process, Guise is one
of them who has rejected their plans and seeks to thwart them, The existance of
man hangs in th2 balance. '

Zelazny has created a very moving in his portrayal of the kid who seeks to
find himself. In spite of the lack of personality, he is real and very moving.
The other characterizations are effective as well, The themes, while not uncommor
are uvsed in an interesting and unusual way, Telepathy, a side issue in the story,
is explored well and the main theme=-~that of the alien who rebels in Tfavor. of
hunanity---holds the story together and the interest of the reader as well,

In BRIDGE OF' ASHES, Roger Zelazny has created a moving story of the search
for a personality and the battle of one against many, but also that of a man a-
gairst himself. It is recommended,

BRIDGE OF ASHES by Roger Zelazny Signet July 76 $1.50
e oio Jo s o [5 B s
INHFRITORS OF EARTH by Gordon Eklund and Poul inderson
a quick review by Lynne Holdom
Alex Raymond is a superior-~-one destined to rule Earth. But unknown to him
and others of his kind, there is another mutant human type---a really superior one.
“ho will ultimately inherit Earth? As this brief plot summary suggests, the novel
is cliched and, even vorse, badly written, Both Fklund and Anderson can write

muck: .better than this and should stick to writing separately if this is what col~
lahoration does to their work. &kip it.-lé- Pyramid  $1.25



PO. Box 5
Pomptorg__}_é;l&..la;‘kes, NJ 07442

John W, Andrews ; Mr Yayne MacDonald: , Certain points in your
2301 E. Foothill Ir. : recant TB letter strike me as so curicus, that
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 possibly you intend some other intelligence by
them, The NATURE of the material is pivotal to
the question of submission to farzines: the want of defination for this
nature clouds the question, Whether long or short? Whether meticulously
prepared or requiring editorisi condensation, or proofreading? Graphic
VB, written? Sercon or lignt news? Humorous?? Controversial? peted or
not needing speedy display? . ., . ,I would question how efficiently any,
let alone amateurs, could "mzrket" such a range, Alsc, I naturally exe
ten&}hei;,cpm : g VX, liaclanald of supposing that -market here means
only a metaphor & Tacons de parler, If you would, T should appreciate
(probably others also) further elaboration of how you Pind it "easy to
Bolve" the submission of maierial to zines,

Three practical bars to carons, One doesn't want to retype carbons or
sulmit carbons vexy often, Onz doesn't know Aif if material accepted,
(how long) in all cases, Oue hes to work to send new envelope again and
again, (¥ith aue or twn pressuring,) Over the vears, I've had ups and
downs. But not with all my material---only ahout three-fifths of it,

Mr, MacDonald appears to counsel dealing with pubs that are NOT new or
sporadically published, ., ,* Hmmn, Not only experience, but the mors
and more freguent fannish histories and reminiscences,have taught me a=
bout the Prevailing nature of fanzines. Scme do appear regularly; they
do so as a phenoménon, not as a matter of course, I trust that the his-
tory of N3F has been faithifully recorded, Accordingly, the N3F zines
have been very, very, resulare-~taken over the long haul, . Other fanzines
have been "regulay® Ffor four well~-produced, alas, only four issues,

Although an obvious reply, I hope to be helpul on another point, Namely,
outside of the business world, outside IRS, beyond crass considerations,
in netaphysienl activities, many people engage in communication for its
ovn sake, That is, the Vvery act provides the motive, the substance, the
end in view, Humans act as nodes In a network, As long as the nodes

can interact: that's an erd in itself, ;

Undoubtedly, these messages,cover time, weigh in the scales of Fate, But
I don't think we need gc into "Pen is mightier than the Sword" consider-
ations, Arts and many hobbies can be thought of as "pure" communication,
Sending and receiving for its own sake,

1 hi"'? TR, AN gy wyr

w VoY Rl
The word “impro;gﬁkma

Y be ambiguous for this discussion,
I"m puzgled, For the NFFF appears on the face of it to facilitate com-

munication. Snhance it, Regularize, GSmoothe it, Activate or stimulate
dormant nodes, Provide resexvoira for future nessages, etc,

Now mailing lists in themselves have curious defects, What I can't have
(before the fact) would be a 1ist of the twelve most vital names and ad-
dresses I shall write to before January. The secret struciures under-



lying "1ists" can only e fathomed cradwally. I like to think the Club coti=
pensates for the inscrmtability of lave lists, Hovever, ar;unent on this,
and imnrovements may n2lp much, I've got sowe huze "lists," I have & list
of 25,000 nenlers of o techrienl soclety, But I don't now if contries still
aprly, let alone rho on list ants, can anpreciate letters in that fisld,

I7 I'm not mistalen, you may weat o Project to meke e nei list. Like painting
tho Gelden Gate (Brooklyn) Bricie, such projects aluays are seasonal, never
ending, Fossibly the time has como for the MDF sgain ot your remaris bdlur
the issuc,

Conearning i1l iorris' two proposals, his Amcnduent appears straishtTorvart
will somoone please enlighten me if there is a catehs while the other iduas
about changing to a tishi, formal orzanization obviouvsly demand debate,

The iF cherishes its "informal" orianizetion, FPossilbly onc reason the N3F
can e so many thinss to so many, and spread such a wice wmbrella, lies in
just the lack of "massive" efforts, Usually institutions that undertake the
difficult, limit thomselves slong compensating lines: restrict nenbership,
narror goals, rizidily subsroups and so forih, The SFUA exists by grace of
a feuw dedicated. souls who sacrifice time above and beyond the call of duty.
T don't 'mo+ if ue even vant to call wpon ovr officers (presunably next year)
to make sveh cfforts, 'ith regord to new nembers, nsw projects, fine and
dandy, Yet T hold thoi this one nolicy should contimue: not expending heyond
the inmediate, available, anparent manpouer and comnitments of time, If it
grous gradvally fins, Otherwise, no granc noves===not without 2t least Con-
stitubional changes, Thore's a law of dininishing returns and. 2lso an iron
w of compensation (Enerson).

R

Hank lieath In cnsc Donn doesn't have the time to defend the lManuBu,
250 Dale Dr. I'a 1ike %o out in my 33z. Taral Yaynme claims that

Cassadaga, MY 14718 mariieting of material by a neo can be done better on
his om than throuch the bureau, Goosh{ Is that why
_wo're losing more me.Ders than paining? what an attitude, If a neo can't
fend for himseld, ho* shouldn't be in our hallowed company? Thank whatever
thet T ran into Robinson and Srazier instead of a lacDonald .in the first wecks
of my fanhood,

~ It is just ¢wm logical that Dorm or any head of the bureaun is zonna have
more contacts then a copper=tright neo, I've been into fandom for almost a-
.1 year now, end I haven't vet seon hzlf of the zines I'm intcrested. in, Let
" alone do I have the “competence® to guess what a certain zine vants after
reading 4t.once——-or tiice, let alone azin not knowing the editor, The thing
-~ -3g that a neo isn't competont, so let's give him* half a break in. breaking
into the circle, Not just exclude him* 'cause he* don't Imow the passitoxcs

i) el yet.

And vho the hell detcrmines when somcone is no longer a.nco,: eh? - Call ne
-3azy tnt I like the label. Faanish attitude towaxd ncos has alloited me a

lot of friencly latitude for my foolishness. Thank Ghu,-or I might have beent
- very discouraged about the whole thing,

The only objection I have to the hurean is its inability to handle artwork,-
and. T understand that Domn is curremtiy maling awrongements:to allow for: that..
fio, let's not do anythinz to a bureau that shous results at least, .

#language cavght up with me, I meant to allow for the feminine gender, but - .
sot carried away with my rhetogic. '

.



David Shank lately TIGHTBEAM has been a regular hornet's nest of

30 East laurel St, controversy---some of it on the verge of lunacy; other
lawrence, Mass times it has been thought provoking,
01842

I have to say that TARAL WAYNE MACDONALD may not sound
appealing in his ldeas at times but we need more members like him, I suspect
that John Robinson is a bit short-sighted in writing off MACDONALD'S thoughts,
Controversy is the spice of life! Also JOHN ROBINSON has added B8picC€.ececse
and thank God KINGSTON GERALD KANE was writing on behalf of Star Trek. ST fan=-
dom, though a bit too juvenile, is a reflection of how we were thirty years
ago. Chrug them off, and we come off as hypocrites to all things we stood for
and still do!

Lately I've been reading and writing trying to catch up, SunCon'’s hotel will
not be in tax jeopardy until November 1977 it .seems. According to LOCUS, the
earlier date was recleased by dissenting ‘abor forces. Also SFExpo (Disappear-
acon), the Hogu nominece for best hoax convention, did not appear because the
New York Hilton cancelled the contract with Science-Fiction Services since
they had had experience with Star Trek conventions, they didn't want ten-thou=-
sand people converging on them and around the hotel, It's too bad. SFServices
is Jooking into the New York Coliseum which is a better site since attendees
will have a chioce of accomedations fron a Holiday Inn to the New York Sheraton.
((My major complaint here is that attendees were not notified until the last
nminute of the Con's cancellation so had already arranged for time off, trans-
DOrtation ete. You generally don*t get a full refund unless you cancell such
quite a bit ahead, I heard that a couple of authors got to NYC before finding
out about the cancellation. There is no excuse for this and SFServices will
find it harder to get speakers and attendees next time around.))

YMidAmeriCon looks like it will be the most successful convention of the others,
It has to be because the hotels are relatively small, The Phoenix people will
have two hotels and a convention center at their disposal, Geacon 79 will have
a set up similar to Heicon 70, and the two bids for 1980---Boston and Baltimore,
plan to use large auditoriums, Baltimore is building a2 convention hall pre=
sently and from what STEVE MILLER tells me, the mayor of the city is backing
the convention, Boston will have their convention (if elected) at the same
hotel they hold Boskone....with an addition, The Hynes Civic Auditorium will
be annexed to the hotel as part of the convention facilities, The hotel (Sher-
aton-Boston) has added some new rooms and facilities,

I would like to retract the advertisement I made for room mates at SunCon, I
won't be attending for health reasons, I have to limit my convention travel
to a 500 mile radius of Boston,

Aayvone who would like to accompany me at Boskone 14 (say there Jim Lang and
Dernis Jarog), please notify me before December 25, 1976,

.

If anyone wants to accompany me to Balticon 11 (%Which I'm going to try to attend,
notify me before liarch 1, 1977. If you want to ride to a con with me (I take
m¥rack), meet me at South Station in Boston at least a %+ hour before the train
departure. This is how I'1]l attend Balticon 11,

Brian Thurogood Thanks for your letter. Deb and I have just returned
%ilma Road, Ostend from a trip to the great BiCentennial Celebrator and
aiheke Islands, so things have been rather hectic. We returned to
Hauraki Gulf about 4 cubic yards of mail and are still working thru
New Zealand it,

Ye live rather well on our island hideaway, living in a very fine house on 1
acre of land (huge vegetable garden, about 60 assorted fruit and nut trees, too

Eey -8



much lzwa). I am a freslamee jewrmalist (fer
vant of a Yettor texran), mairly uriting ea
susie (I write fer the MZ eguivalent sf Relll:
Steps, as well &3 & esuple «f cthor maAgR—w-iR
ciﬁrm aditing a 1ecerd club uenthly masazin
e aro alse partesre im a Beek/oraft shep th:
wa and tie athsy ceupies siarted em the islan
&5 8 sert of hobkly. And just recently ws hav:

; beea putting eut NOUMENON
the NZ SF Magnzine,

I Cefinmately tend tewards
sscislegionl/phileseshica’
paychielsgical steriss the
«<IRIKEs LesGulay Delany; C
Seichs Sturgeon,....dat alse like
McCaffrey're “Dragonvidevs”, Peul
Anderser, Lleyd Diggle Jr., 2nd
reny Roye, Jn NCUMENICHN 3 yeu'll
fipd "Notes Tewards A Besle SF
Colliectisn” wherein I 1ist bueks
4 tidnk swe impertant though I°'ve taken notic
. of ethers’ receumendaitiean apd there axs sure
meay thet chould (er shouldn't) ke imoluded,

— e — -

¥. Hasiia Carlsor Thanks fer a very fise issus
1G58 3rd Avs., S sf TICHITREAM, I¢ war a piea-
Foarkard, Minn  sure te read it, There were
56560 some nice letters from Wili
Nexrxr?s, Iavid Shank, Team

Walsh awd Sten Weolston and cthers whe I bave net msd

o iy ay corveemederse. I de not write te TIGHTGFAM very
often, Bui wien there ie pusch a Yime letier as Cathy MoGrire's te reepernd to,
T must write, :

She says she just vecontly Jelned NIF awd hae hied pany letiers from n&abora. She
ie erjoylng heraelf im ¥3F. WiY??? She i3 working with al) the ethers wie er jo:
N3P, ‘That is toe secret, got lrvolved im woxk for N3F and yeu will bs tusier thr
yeou think,

E3F i pox 35 yaars cl¢, Way have the funa kept on jeialng eur clue? It could

keve died years 2go, IF 1% heda'i heem for the time fons whe were geliing seme-
thing out of it.

I joined in 1045=e==July, T thiak, and have been a rember ever cimce, idnve made
meny, meny, meny friends in NSF sad fandok, Just to let yeu kuow hew invelved
in §OF vork I have %een: I havs Boen Frosidsnt, Sec'y-Treasuver, Directer, and
neay prejects worker in my tlime,

ge den't be too eriticsl of N5F: 1t is FAilixg a void im pany & fupn's 1ife, or G
fan would not stay very lLiung,

True, many fans leave NSF for other fielde, EUT if you are 2 renbcr cf a ledge,
club or any organizatien, many oi theix mea%ers cowe und go alsoe, Even a church
group will Jete zembders,

Prsiecally: Get invelved in so#e phuss of NIF and evei alar. a moject te be man
azer of, Write to cur Fresilest end he will find wverk fur yeu.



Kingston Gerald Kane My name is Kingston Kane and I'm running for president
4307 Tranquility Drive this year, So much for the political overtures.

giﬁg%and Sk £lpe I wish to congratulate Lynne Holdom on an excellent
: issue of TIGHTBEAM. My compliments, ((For that I
won't mangle your stencils, Thanks,))

I am, as you know, seeking high office this year., I recently threw my hat into
the ring in the presidential race and said to myself, "Now who will be my run-
ning mate?' Well imagine my surprize and shock when I found out that the N3F
has no office of Vice President, Horrors! I mean every organization in the
world has a Vice President but us,

This is a sad state of affairs, It must be rectified’ and it shall be!

Consider: what would happen if the President of the N3F fell seriously ill or
was incapacitated or dropped dead? Let me quote from the constitution: "If,
for any reason, the office of president becomes vacant, the Directorate appointe
a president to complete the unexpired term." Unquote. Gads, I can see it now;
five Directors stumbling frantically around looking for someone, anyone to be
president, Do you see my point? If we had a vice president, we wouldn't have
this problem because the vice president would already be there and would simply
step into the president's shoes and take over.

An organization this size can run effectively with one or two Directors out of
commission=---but it would be disastrous to be without a president,

Yhat say you? Do you think we need a vice president? Of course we do; a vice
president is essential, He can also lighten the president's load considerably,
Think about it,

((Okay, Lynne here, You make some good points; the problem of succession is a
thorny one, DBut just what would a vice president do besides hope that the pres=-
ident fell out of commission? It might be wotrthwhile to have the vice president
act as chairman of the Directorate or have the chairman of the Directorate auto~
matically assume the presidenty in case of illness etc, What does the member=
ship think?))

7o g0 Yo jo 70 0 jo o fo

Donald Lundry From the looks of the latest TIGHTBEAM, you're going to
18 Karen Drive, be doing an outstanding service to all the members in
Cherry Hill, NJ providing a regular means of communication, There's a
08003 good mix of letters, articles and revieus,

In particular, I liked the review by Dennis Jarog of THE FOREVER WAR, YWhen I
read it, I had an uneasy feeling towards the whole thing and he secems to have
pinned down for me exactly what bothered me about the book===the lack of a

hero who makes things happen., ‘iith a good strong luader (or hero) events should
react to the actions of the hero; a weak leader will be reacting to events and
spend his time continually running around puttinz out fires, In THE FOREVER
YAR, there is an all too passive acceptance of fate, I suspect it was deliber=-
ately written that way to show that the average combat soldier has little direct
say in how his_life is directed. But it doesn't make for a very interesting
hero,

The letter by David Shank was laughable in its ignorance, In it he claims that
the mammoth shows 1like MIDAMERICON will be a thing of the past., Maybe, maybe
not, But his statement about SUNCON and the Hotel Fountainebleau shoiisza wille
ingmess to rush into rlAt withort chuekin  his fvets. . {4 ~rolleh ' I've néticed
all too much lately, when worldcons are discussed,) The Fountainebleau will
not be sold for bm :I. taxes within four months or anything even remotely like



that, What has happened was that the hotel was late paying its taxes and the peli-
ticians seized on this a8 a meane for excusing their fimameial woes, Since the
Fountainkleau is the single bigeest taxpayer in the area (and was late in paying)
‘they got singled out and the stery hit the wirs services. The taxes have since
been paid, but it deesn't make as interesting a story, se there hos bheen nothing
on the wire services, : ; '

0f ceurse the hilarisus part abeut Shank's shooting frem the hip is the suggestion

that the Eden Roc be the main hotel and ihe Doral be the everflow. He is obvicusly
unaware of the facilities and roems available in the Eden Roc. They are simply not
big enough fer the biz Worldcew events like the nasguerads and banguet. And there

are only akeut 3 to 400 rooms in the Eden Rec., Not te mention that the Doral (hie

~ choice of an evexrflew hotel) is vary definately met within walking distance of the

Eden Rec, So what will happen—-David Shank? ;

Suggestisns for the werldcen are always welcome, but at least have the courtasy to
"send them to the peeple vespensible fer the werldeen and get your facts checked
_ before rushing into print,

: BEXEEBEHED

ﬁilliaﬁ Geedson While I de enjey some Burrougha imltatoraw~-especially

Jalan 2/12, Ne 11 Edvard P, Pradbury, I waicsmed your clearly expreszed
Shah Alam, Selangor, and logically forned demounciation of John Nermanm, I
Malaysia ' have read the Cor books and agree that he makes ne

' sense when it cemes to male-female relatienships, REven,
in faot especially, in a cenveutionsl, sexist, Islamlc-orientated seciety

like the ene I am new living in, the ides of women enjoying sex of
any kind, with or witheut masochism, is considered strange,

Yet in Gor it is assumed wamen enjey a little leving after

a little whipping, Ne primitive ceuld believe that,

The sad thing is that I don't believe Nermon, and
I have heard rumers he is Michael Chrichten of
THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN, is really sick, I think
he is a skillful writer of the hack variety, '
having the ability te gauge the veaciions he : : Q
preduces in his readers But having ne phile~- {3 "'2{“1:
sorhy ér viewpoint he wishes ‘e impress en them,’ : ;
His third seek THE PRIEST KINGS OF GOR @id a ;
fair Job of creating an alien insect-bacsd culture, Siill there is ne reasen to
assume that insect evelved inteliigerce weuld still be insecte any mere tham man
is still an ape. I weuldn't give him much theuglit except he {8 en sale here in
Malaysia and the geed stuff ien’+,
((John Yorman is net Michael Crichten. His veal name is Jehn lenge and he is a

professor of philesophy in a NY college., Maybe he's studied too much Nietsche
~+and Schepenhauer,)) :

BEBBDRDE D

Ritchie Dean This latest issue of TIGHTBEAM was one of the very best I've

Sand Gap, - seen during ny N3F menbership, Keep it up, Keep it up! 1I.
Kentucky 40481 got it the 13th but it eouvld easily have arrived earlier, I

had been away frem home for a ceuple of weeks and it was in
the bex when I got back, I liked the genzine like content and am Pleased that yoeu
are actively soliciting material, Sign of a gooed editer. : '

If it is net iteo incenvenient, de vou think you could mentien that I am now head of
the Weloemmitiee and any intevested persens who would like te welcome new Neffers
should write to me directly? T need all the help T cen get and shouldn't have te
tell you what an effect a few persoral welceme letters have on a new member of the
N3F : '



I plan to send more to members of the HYelcormlttee than npew msmhér infa. Hope-
fully the ¥elecommittee will hava a fansine somathing 14ke the nld BULLZINE., Membors
will prehebly be subjscied to my perzine if rothiez else,

In additiea, I an presentily nsgetisting to have ths new member infe sent ReYe
often-—-1ike weekly or biveekly, I havs my ewn devious reasons for thiz, e.g. if
& Welcommittee member im mot hit with too Rany namos at ence, he is pore apt te writ:
to ALL the membere of the list. But I tidnk thet ithe faster ws can got the iafo
around, the more everyeme will be benefitted,

Sand Gap is 1isted as having a poruletien of 200 but it ie a lig=ewthoy are
counting about 100 coffins to get that aumber. Political grafi 13 very much alive
‘here; they up the populstion ccunt so that more "votes” can be cast. I don't live
in Send Gap, enyway, just pick up the mall there, I live toe deep im the wilds for
thea to deliver mall to ay neusa ss I darive the saven silea to the pest office every
day. The nearest real center ef elviligation, Richmond is 31 miles frem my fromt
doer---abent due north. T wos ceriain that this pert of the country was a fanmish
dosert, dut ehecking the X3F roster, I Sue we hava another Kentucky nember in Fiche

=i -y ﬂ@ﬁio
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Yirsien F, Daweon Your first TICHTEEAM 18 excell-
L5 Poteanc Street  ent., The cover ie well abeve
Cenler Tins, MI average, ]I found the hook re=-
48015 view svotien empecially inter-
: esting, I don't think I'd 1like
THE LERITAGE GF HASTUR despite your recommsndation.

T | Maybe you wrote tes g%d a review, Om the othsr hand
I ds have a sepy of WHRRE LATE THE SWEET BIRDS SANG
and ¥ shall aovs 4t up a 2ittle on ny stack of “to
ve read"s,” [ am a fairly faot resder Bui I den't
xead four in cme moyming. I don't imusine yeu inglue~
ded aay Wacatley beeks when yeu read four, ((Re. I
read Pour bosks of the 160-90 page pure adventure sert
tuch ag TIE DREAMING ZARTH and SWORIS CF LAW!AR.))

: : . Regaxrding ¥heatley (one of my faverites), add two more
ziories te your SP liet; TAF M/N YHO MISSED THE YAR anmd UNCEARTED SEAS. ((I had
wentiened that WYheaticy Fad written throe SF novels that I knew of THEY FOUND ATIAN=-
IYS, STAR OF TLL OMEN, ard EIACK AUGUST,)) UNCHARTED SEAS aay be more a "loat yaco"
but It is definataly fantastic Piction apd T ceuld argue that his "black magic®
stories fall in this category esnecially STRANGE CONFLICT, I also 1ike his xegular
fictien such as the "Reger ERrooks" series and especlally the “Gregsory Saliust™ w2
asriee, ((I wasn't aware ihat Wheatley's Boos wers gsnerally available here, All
mit® are British ediidens, Aice I nave resd THE MAN WHO MISSED THE WAR; it simply
aiipred my mind,)) '

BARBENAYH

Fhil Kehn 1 wag born in Vienna, fustria in 1922 and was metivated to leave
Puik, TBoxt 12, there ons half a yerr sfter the Anschiuss, My Englieh, such as
Baziimina 30500 At 18, 18 a good dasl Letier than ny Hebrew, Scame SF hac heen
Toraal *ranslated and sem» peopls somawhere may ke fans wut I can't

really tell you much aleng that line much as I an temptsd to in-
ver an active fandon and invegle som cem heve, :

Hebrew ovght to be a4 warning to all others trying the idiotic stunt of reviving a
dezd er primitive largucge. Quitwardly it is working, News papers, books, theatre,
Unfzriamately a medern ration lives en textbueks and trade roricdicals which had

otlox Be up te date, I doubt if anysne exceprt the Englich and Russian speaking arear


Kelc03raitt.ee

‘@echanic'has to be able to read his ENGLISH instruction books.

If we had chosen English, every child would be about tuo years ahead in education
or training and we would be part of a world-uide system, If we had chosen Arabic,
we might be leaders, at lsast culturally, of the Arab world, our papers circulatec
etc, Also we wouldn't have the dangerous social split between Zuropean and Afro-
Asian since the latier's cultural handicap would be outweighed by their language
advantage., If that's how Jews do, I am not optimistic about Gaelic and the lang-
uages of various African tribes,

You wanted to know about Israeli fandom, ifell, Lt. General Haim Laskov, former
chief of staff (the rank says that) is an Analog reader, Told me so in '71 when
T tried through him to pass a warning about the coming fuel crisis, I had read a
JUC editorial and added some ideas of my own about the whys—--and it really took
no genius to perceive that an Arab monopoly of scarce 0il micht complicate things
for Isreel, I might have been talking to a wall, ((My dad worked for an oil com-
pany and he was always saying that a lack of R&D plus a dependance on foreign oil,
would get us into big trouble but the US gov't mace it much cheaper to companies
to develop foreign oil sources., This was in 1963 or so))

I once found some fen in a Negev border Kibbutz---but that was in the 50's, Befor
that in *51, I found myself without access to ASTOUNDING so I took the ones I had
to a bookstore 2nd let him lernd them out on condition that with every mag he would
pass on one of my questionnalres, Netted an interesting family: Mother, a bloatc
diabetic with 8 or 9 languages who (or husband) had been something in the Spanish
Loyalist Goverment; Son Maxin Gilan is now an ultra peacenik sitting in Paris and
editing something; Daughter, Yvette, also with about 9 languages, zot to hate me
because I was a bit slow responding but that was later. Meanwhile Dianetics ar-
rived and with it an American, Bernie Ross, and we all started mutuval dianetic
treatment. lother got much hetter and (as was to be expected) more poisonous. Ve
all discovered past lives for ourselves, Aayone will who does a few people's ear
lives in all seriousness Ly dianetics or (police Fforbid) hypnotic methods, Un~
fortunately these past lives do not seem to be genuine or we owsht to be flooded
with discoveries......But its all so o0ld and not very relevant or anything,

I am still looking for an Objectivist discussion partner. I say Ayn Rand is the
redicine we need against a ficod oi unreason---but she is only 6C: right, 20:
Cidrciic exaggeration and 205 vicious drivel, 1My need for such a discussion——-
Leeussive as is usual with me, comes from the fact that I more often have to de-
1et her views-—-like a Big Bang astrononmer who has to defend Hoyle and the steady
ctite when confrented with the savage Velikovskian®! who wants to befriend him be-
cauve the blg bang is more Biblical., Yet Ayn Rand's sins are grievous indeed=--
+i» @eriving human nature Tfrom the dictionary rather than from research and e-

© o nutionls

¥ am also looking for any traceg of Frieda A, Murray about 27, Iast heard of arov
1571 28 a Negro student in Chicigo and a Medieval fan., Her last known address wasc
- 3. University, Chicago, IL 60631, Any Neffer know of her? ((Maybe the SCA

s it knouw of her; I sure don't))
P AR A A A

a1l Meyer Hi%t How ya doin? TIGHTBEAM was great last issue. I was
U0 E, Raynor Ave, really amazed at the change, Keep up the good work,

haenet IR e I'm glad I was finally able to get my membership dues pai
rvp again, I really missed the two zines, I joined the N3F about two years ago

{T *hink) because of the peoplc I met in the JorldCon rooms and I wanted to get a
i1ittle more active this year, However a few things came up which are sort of hin-
dering me, The greatest is my new job., (I'm manager of # #¥df an adult bookstore




which means betveen 56 and 8% hours a week,) Between that, my bookstore, (Nebu-
lus Books), our convention (Conebulus), my newsletter THE CHIEZF PROCURER SPRAKT,
and the bothersome chores of heving to sat and sleep, I haven't had much time for
anythins, I°11 be lucky if I'm able to attend the last three conventions in my
area that I've been plamming for. (PgHlange 8, Anonycon 2, Alpha Draconis)

But hack to the M3F, it wes my introduction as a neo which caused me to join. I
think it's great Cor neos (somerhat confusing maybe) But the I3F should not re=-
volve totally around the neos, It should have equal interest and activities for
the truefan, Because a truefan is a neo's best friend when it comes to aiding
the ecstacy and cushioning the confusion and agonies of a first convention., Shou
me a neo who enjoyed his first convsntion because of the people he met and I'1l
sho you a good potential trucfan,

({I pot Paul's address wrong above, The street address is 141 Avondale Pl.---

otherwise it's correct.))
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Ben Indick Your introductory editorial comments were nice but it
423 “agamcre Ave, »ov1ldn't have hurt to identify yourself would it? ((No)
Teaneck, NJ 0766 A rasthend mage can be useful, By the way I do regret

forsstting to renew my sub; nobody told me nuttin' and
I even askad John Robinsun to find out for me. ((Janie Lamb is the person to
contact to find ont about membershin status,))

Anyay, damn it, Buck has no "a" in his name. It always was, is and i1l be Bucl
Rogers

That sly devil Gil Gaier is pushing his old favorite DHALGREH again, I see! lion'
work! The book is a dead, ceflatable dud, I wish I could share my RAPS OR's
enthusiasm for the Kate Uilhelu book, I found the first section most moving ritl
ithe himan encounter and the éiscovery of love., $ubsequently the book became a
trite belahoring of CF themes; clones, etc,, the glory of being a human instegad
cf a mere clone eic,

It is interesting to me that, although I receive a great many fanzines and do
much corresnonding with fen, most of the nanes I see in TIGHTBEAN (past issues
too) are new to me, Is N3F a place vhere some fen are content to do such fanac
as they do, cr is it an intro, a watering place for neos perhaps? Either is okay
and I'm certein I'11l be seeing the younger fen elsewhere soon,

Again my CRZ, Cathy is here with a letter, I should caution her that N3F has beer
in the prccess of burial for at least tienty or thirty years and still vpersists,
I don't "get" arything out of it other than a sense of supperting a worthihile
grovp and I suppose others are in it for the same reason.

@ a° 32 Ge 30 e @@

rrie Jamborsky I will be moving in August or September, (no change of
T, O. Box 358, address though), so the next issue of N3F COLLECTOR wil
i»rriman, Tn 37748 probably be delayed. (#4) I may also be delayed in

ansvering correepondence, The N3F COLLICTOR 73 is now
cu* featuring part one of the Index to UNKNO'N and UMKNOWN ORLD:, Four issues
zor $1.,00; one issue 50¢.
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Allan Chen _,' - I think I'd 1iko to reply to Anji Valensza's article, TECH-
23-05 126 3t, NOLOGY IN SF: A LAMENT. While she mekes some very sensible
Collegs Point, Ky and (I think) tirue roints about whet is hapoening in the
11356 genre, I have to dicagree with mome of her tesie premisss.
Like Anji, I prefer ths technological stories teo, But :
Bclence and hussmism ars not opposed, ah lesst in an abstract ssnse "since time
imaemorial®, Jeshea ledarbexg, the Nobsl nrize winning blologist, as well as
others iike Jueob Bronowski, has stated that “in order to be a sScientist, ene must
te a himanist, end in order to be a hwmanist, one must be a scientist,” Selentisis
Uy Lhs very Leturs of thedr work, are haras and deal with husan problems just as
Rudk. a5 3 post oy ap artist vould, This len't a tenvous conmection either, as in
thr idem that "since scientists 28ck 1o undcratand the mature of !
, ©is ualverss 4n the finz) amslysis, just as a poot or an
Crtist doer: vhen he siis down to mite verss or to paint
a pleiure, Woth the solsntizt and tha hmeniet are doing
essontlally the sane 4thiag.” : :

The commeciion is far more nubstential thenm ali that,
Science i Beconing far nors izpectant 4n the medern
world, Trve, the pubklie is becoming dlzenchaated with
sclenve a5 a msans of eoiviug its rroblens, but that
dosen'r, change the fact that sciencs will be ome of the
few f3elds that has the capabllity of solving these
rro¥iens, By injecting an element of hmanism iange SP
todi g, SF writw®s are Winging sciense sloser to the
lar publie, :

Uafortwmately, it 18 trus that & lot of the SF baing
written is definat~ly anti-scisncs fletiom, T 2am forced
to agree that 8F is beconing a tool for leshing out against
science, Om matters of practical veality, 7 agree with
the points expressed in the articie, Hovewor, the philow .
scphy behind the article ceems to have many faulty points,
I believe, for example, that human values and customs
will mot really chauge radically despits the
spaceships znd tims travsl apparatus, Peopie

8till love each other in the same WY,

they still kill for the same hasis - :
Teascns, and 21l the elements that /,(é\*i
moke us human, from groed to passion foiy, gt X
will fovever be with us, urless of
course, we mutate iants snother foru,
That is another story entirely..ceee.

The point is that SF is not all that ked today, Despite all of .the anti-sciénce

s

sentirent, SPF is performing an important an impovtant practiecal function in Pro=
senting stories that are mman as well as scientific, Even the anti-science
fiction could ke performing a useful function, After all there are two sides to
every story. ‘ :

((What I object to im that there is mo 1ittle techmological SF being written at al
and what is written is anti rather than pro science. T also like fantasy and th
-0ld Flanets type stories but that's all there seems to be., Yet Clarks and Nivor
works sell very well, Is it boocause they alone write m«scion\co tech, fictioen?



T. L. Bohman Being relatively new to fandom and very new to the N3F

Box 14, I am uniqusly quslified to offexr my opinion on a topic

Fast Thetford, VT of current discussion: the place of the N3F in fandom,

05043 My opinion iE eptirely untainted by knowledge or exper=-
ience,

It seems to me that any organimstien eximts primarily to serve its members in
vhatever their various aims might bé, I jJoined the National Fantasy Fan Feder-
ation simply because I underatood that 3t would be enjoyable, Fan writing and
editing, correspondence, all the u#tal famnish activities are here, and anyone,
even someone as new as I am, can sfijoy ¥hem, The N3F is precisely the activities
it encourages; it is an expression of 345 members® interests, What I am So ineptl
trylng to say is that the N3F l& a wagviee organization to fandom at large only

to the extent that its members wagt % de something special for fandom, The N3F
should assist in the Fran Ansrds 08§ Megruse it "ought to do something for fandom"
but only if there 1s a need for that sisistdance and a large number of the member-
ship vho want to help., Neffer Riomt Bnd Bpacisl publications at cons are good
projects, I think. Any projeet with which the N3F could help its members would

be good, but the main thirust showld oswe fxom the members, Much of the "ihy does=
n't the NJF do something for fandow” wgonising seems fytile and irrelevant, I
have little sympathy for those miio wish only to make the N3F more visible, If a
project emerges vhich deserves suppewt, let's hear of it. I would even be willing
to see a substantial part of sy dues suppoxt a worthy projéct, though a referendun
should be held to ratify a general assetamént,

20 let's hear from the members—e-of'figers and directors included, of course, Don'
look at me, I'm just a nao withdut knowledge or experience,

Perhaps this id:the time to thamk the “elcommittee members for the cards and lette
They were gratifying and informative, I also received a friendly postcard fron
Allan Chen inviting me to a rouhd robin, It was a great idea on his part., As a
nev nember, I have at most a generazl understanding of the N3F and its activities,
Why doesn't every bureau have a. member who will serve as an unofficial member of
the “elcommittee? Forgive me if this is standard procedure, because I got very
informative notes from several peonle, but Allan’s was the first one specifically
inviting my participation in an activity. Thanks, Allan,

TNFF was again full of good things, with Michael Smith's book reviews near the tor
of my list.

Steve Miller's "Stranger Beaat" was an interesting column and I hope he'll find
time to continue it. Donn Brazier's Manuscript Bureau report suggests that poetry
is not much in demand in the fan press, either, I wonder why?

And, oh yes, in the old days of my schoolhood, English teachers would cringe at
your use of “disinterested.,” T don't want to sound old-fashioned or pedantic but,
well, .oooOka-y. Steve?

Joanne Burger's note on T=K Graphics reminded me of my o'm experiénces with them,
They apparently list books in their catalog which have not been in stock for month
They last catalog they sent me listed books I've had on order from them since last
December. Really: Linda Bushyager has been plugging F4SF Book Company (P.0, Box
415, Staten Island, NY 10302), and Purple Unicorn (4532 London Road, Duluth, MN ]
55804) has been advertized in the prowines, Has anyone had expérience with them?
((Okay, Lynne here; I've had experience with Purple Unicorn Bocks and gen: erally
they do a good job, If they are out of stock, they send you a credit slip rather
than back order. The one real problem I did have with them was caused by the PO,
Hovever, they send their catalogue laose leaf style and I'm always misplacing parts
of it, What I don't understand about T=K Graphics is that the bookstore where I
work often gets books I've ordered lopg before I get them from T-k Graphics.))



The only sour note in the August TNFF at all was that DISMAL excuse for a
cover, ((oh, I don't knou,))

TIGHTBREAN was luckier, at least in terns of art. On the whole, the issue was
interesting and well=balanced, !y compliments to the editor,

Gil's review of DHALGREN is a good one, as far as I can tell without having

read the novel, but one which has alrezady appeared several places, I have no-
thing against repr1nt1ng good articles, quite the contrary, but I dislike read=-
ing reprints which are not labeled as such. ((Yes, I should have said “reprinte
from" but didn't. I meant to but, Well.ee.s)).

Anji Valenza and Dennis Jaroz make good points for the vitality that a lot of
modern SF seems to have lost., I agree with much of thise=--~I grew up on the old
ST and learned to love it, I loved a lot of it that was pretty dismal, too, anc
T've learned to understand some new messages and ideas that SF is trying hard

to formulate. SF has lost something in the last few decades, but it has gained
neu insights too, This is the point: SF has changed, is changing. If it doesn
it goes stale,

Actually, SP hasn't changed that much, The bulk of it is still the action- ad-
venture, technological gimmick "iiF trappings" stuff that Anji dislikes. Only
the hest has changed.,

"yhy is it necessary to make SF into art?" iell, it's not. Look at 95: of the
stuff on the paperback racks. ((I have to all too often as I work in a bookstor
And if a few writers are overly ccnscious of their prose style, or want to ex=
periment with unusual narrative forms, or wish to portray modes of consciousnes:
beyond what is common in SF, fine. lhy make svch a big deal about it? The New
Yave has receded, leaving a diffsrent, and often better, fiction, one vhich is
realistically sens1t1ve to human emotlons and asperations, If this is humanism”
let us make the most of it,

It's very easy to contrast the best of the old SF with the excesses of the new.
I agree that much SF is now morbidly introspective. I, too, love a good tech-
nological puzzle story. But any theme, well-handled, can generate a powerful
aud effective story, I co not believe in defining a*hormal, natural state” of
a7 and in fighting off “insidious plots" on that neat tidy definition., The
strenzth of SF lies in its limitless range of speculation; right now we are
most aware of ons form of expression of the possibilities of &F., I think that
expression will change and evolve---as it always has. I stretch to see what
new horizons will be revealed,
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Rome Scherer Congratulations on your first issue of TIGHTBEAM! It was
147 Lexoy Avc., very unjoynile, You rounded up quite a collection of idear
Bt EA4 T 14214 and opinions, It was good to see a favorable reviéw of

DHALCREN in a fanzine. Especially one as nicely thought
out and presented as Gil Gaier's., On the whole I agree with his analysis, thou
I do have certain differences with the emphases he places on some things. I
don't think’ Deluny s ultimate preoccupation is with sex“, for example, Or the
minimal mention of Delany's self=-indulgence., There is a LOT of self-indulgence
and some cheap literary trickery, especially in the very beginning, which turns
a lot of people off who mizht have gone on if they had been prewarned,

I think the placement of the DHALGREN review next to the "Buck Rogers etc," art-
jcle makes Tor some interesting crossplay. Would Dennis consider the Kid a
hero? He acts more than he reacts, He gains knowledge of, and a certain con-
trol over, the environment he is in, He is looked up to by many of the char-
acters, And yet, at the end, he must leave Bellona.

,.-2'2__



I also found Anji Valenza's article bn technoloxy interestingz, Here though, there
are some things I disagree with, I do agree that there are fewer technologically

orientate® SF books than there were. However, I don't think the picture is nearly
as bleak as she pictured it quantity-wise. And quality-wise, I think contemporary
SF far superior to the old stuff, Just off the spur of the moment, I can think of
IMPERIAL 7ARTH by Clarke, TRITON by Delany {compare his artificial gravity explan-
ation to anything in the fortjes), THE GODWHALE by Bass, the KNOYN SPACT series by
Miven, anything by Bova and so on. Ml B8 course ANALOG every month,

It seems to me that the N3F is quite Xefensive in its role in fandom, This I just
don't understand, I joined the N3P several months ago and vas very pleased, as I
have already told many of you, with my weesption., I felt a genuine interest by the
members to make me feel welcome and %o help me find a niche in fandom, This is 4n
strong contrast to the strong aura of gumdescension that emanated from many (not all
long time fen I ran into at the seveyel cons I attended,

I'm not saying that the ‘M3F is perfeot apd needn't change. Anything can improve.
I've henxrd several ideas that sound good and there are probably a lot more circu-
lating around. Maybe an issue of TJCHTEPAN could be devoted to suggestions for
possible improvements, te need input fyom as many people as possible. Decisions
are made best when all the possibilities ave understood,
((T'’am 2lways interested in hearing idess (and grotches) from the members especi-
ally as I am running for the Directorate and, if elected, would be in a posi=-
tion to forward any suggestions., So write. Get in your 5¢# worth,))
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Rich Hubbarcd I am a newcomer to fandom in general as well as to the
2215 Brovmn, Apt 4 N3F, and fandom is rather intriguing from what I've seen
Alton, I11 62002 of it at MAC. (I haven't tired of telling about the Mid

AmeriCon though my friends are tired of hearing about it,’

I am interested in photogxaphy; I own a Hamiya-Secor 1000 DTL Camera and a Revere

Stereo 3 Camera (takes 3D pictures), I would 1like to correspond with other fans,

and would enjoy wrlting critiques and revicus of books and movies. Another inter-
est is stage magic and legerdemain so I would like to hear from any fan group re=

lated to this, 1I'll add that I'm something of a dilletante in astronomy,

MAC was my first con and I didn't know quite vhat to expect-=-=-except to be lonely
since I was an absolute stranger. Luckily I would up in the N3F room, It sounds
hokey but I am impressed by the friendliness of the people I met there. I am lookir
forvard to participation in the M3F, .

((John Robinson, the N3F president, has remarked several times that his first Con
was such a traumatic experience (he didn't know anyone) that he didn't go to
another for several years until he had met fen by mail so it is easy to feel

wlost.e I'm just glad you found a friendly spot.)
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Rob Blenheinm I really enjoyed the July issue of TIGHTBEAM you sent me,
8 Catalpa Iane Of course ( as you probably could guess) the book revier
Levitto'm, Pa section interested me the most, You know what I think of
19055 DHALGREN (not too much) and I also read INFERNO and THE

FOREVER "AR. I liked both, but I didn't think the former
was all that well=written., The "Hero" section of the latter was the only section
that pleased me 100, but I still liked the complete book, Jarog's review of THE
FOREVER AR was well written with many good points., I wasn't as impressed with
Tyrrell's INFERNO review, but it was readable and entertaining and still good, Your
reviev on THE HTRITAGE OF HASTUR (vwhich you know I didn't read) was probably the
best written of all the reviews and made me want to read the book. I wish I could
comment more on it, but it pleased me a lot. You make it seem a crime that it wasn’:
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up for the Hugos. ((You got my message lowl and clear)) Is it the best SF novel
you've read all year? ((Yes))

"Buck Rodgers, Where are You "hen We Neeld You?" was a fine article, but it seemed
to try to force an already=decided-upon~ theme of "no heroes" too much and I really
don't think it's n valid way to review the books., ((It wasn't meant to be a reviir
and I included other reviews of tio the the Huzo nominees, I would have #¥ncluded
senarate reviews of all of them but couldn't get the reviews.)) I would have ap=
preciated a more over=-all artistic study of the books, TLut it wes still an enjoy-
able article, The letter column was also interesting but sometimes slizhtly eso~
teric ns I'm not a member of N3F and haven't seen any post issues of TIGHTBEAM,
((But you are planning to join and about half the members of the N3F haven't seem
an issue of TICHTB AM before,))

As for the problems with the inking, yes I do hope it's improved next issue for sor
parts are very haxi to read,

Hey, please let me know more ahout your column for Dick Geis, Believe it or not,
I do not have a single issue of his {FR, tut I've seen it when I was in Florica
last. I'll try to begin getting his zine. (By new SF authors' books, do you mean
by new vriters? If so that'll be interesting because I am interested in young

writers coming up in this penve,)

((Yes the column which will start in February is about novels by new, but not ne-
cessarily young, “F writers, After all LeGuin's first novel was half an Ace double

Mostly I am looking for writers that show promise, I have found very few good bool
but lots with only minor flaws, Read BROTH®RS OF EARTH by C.J. Cherryh))

((That's ¢F Review, PO Box 11408, Portland, OR 97211. 34,00 for one year, $7 for
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Jzckson B, Lackey I sympanthize with your difficulty, I've been editing a
216 Yater St. local ncwsletter for Mensa for a couple of years and I
Richmond, KY 40475 wind up writing too much of it myself,

I won't give you a 1list of my favorite novels, I'm not sure that there are reason-
able grounds for such selections. For example, if I were asked for an Asimov novel

I would probably say “The Mule", *hen I try to decide vhy this rather than another

the best answer is that the first copy of ASTOUNDING I bought was the one in which
this serial began. This may be a good personal reason but would it help anyone els

Recently I have heen doing some introspecting, It started when I was thinkinz of
writing a short story. One night, without any warning, my subconscious popped up
with a complete short story about a man marooned on an asteroid, But when it also
11lustratecd it in addition, I got suspicious. Right, it was from one of the first
ASTOUNDINGS I'd hought., The only parts left out vere the title and ~uthor.

I've noticed other examrles of this retention of stories from this neriod, Less
pleasant was the realization that some permanent additions to my personal store of
images vere some from the Shaver Vystery. Not just the sexual and sadistic either:
i*t's vorse traces were some of the pseudo-sophistocation and mystery-mongering., I
¢t over it of course but RAP has much to answer for, l!iell maybe I should give som
eredits it immunized against dianetics and such like,

The whole period of my life was, it seems now, one in which I was intoxicated with
“Te I recall sradbhing each magazine as it aypeared on the newsstands, I listed al
“he stories in a notebook and checked them off when I finished them, Everything wa:
zea?, editorials, letters, stories, serials..... And some of it, I see now, was
vretty puny stuff (I know, nothing is ever thrown anay at our house and I've recent
Ly vereacd some), But I enjoyed it and a lot has stuck with me.

As for fantasy, I don't recall that I enjoyed it at so early an age, Fairy tales
veren't so prominent. Science-Fiction was probably the path that led me to fantasy.

Ttying to write something about myself may not produce much else but it has led me
to rethink the whole business of what reading has been and should be for me.
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