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Putin in a Moscowbar: Abeer please! Bartender: That'll be 40 Hywnial

INTERMISSION #147

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com, for EAPA, N'APA and others stuck in space. Our
newstweets from @SFJournalen have been few (sorry, lack of time!). If your descent vehicle has
problems, you have to stay in orbit...lucky you! For Sale: Typo, Often Used. Late Sep 2024.

Editorially: Thoughts on SF, Kiosk Paperbacks, Today's Battles
My report from Glascon (2024 Worldcon) resulted in a few comments, which | won't publish (have
thoughts of opening for LoCs, we'll see - issues already too enough). One commenter basically
agreed with much of the con critique but didn't want to go public as it won't give you many friends. If
you remember | mentioned a few flaws with Glascon (bag search, no WiFi, very delayed program
guide, no fannish program etc) as well as more general problems with today's Worldcons (too big, too
much media fandom, too many boring panels, expensive bheer, etc). Anyway, if you have intelligent
comments on sf conventions of today shoot! Try an / E/=/m/C/2 E-moC! (E-mails of Comment).

The History Corner will cover some skiffy or fannish connected cheap kiosk paperbacks. I'm
interested in "cheap” literature and hackwriting, as | secretly believe it has some value (hush, don't
tell!) lost for those who believe in stiff academic studies. Books should be engaging, colourful,
stimulating...not boring and pretentious. Reading should be gosh and wow, not posh and yow.

| still have some unused newspaper clippings from my Royal Library dig. (It's getting difficult to track
what's used in nearly 50 H-Corners, so forgive me any repetitions!) You get some insight into what
newspapers thought about the sf genre 50-70 years ago, especially in the early 1950s when there
was lots of buzz around sf.

In the early 1950s there was - | read it somewhere - at aonetime with no less than 30 (!) US sf
magazines published at the same time! Titles like Saturn, Satellite, Other Worlds, Infinity, Space SF,
Orbit, Dynamic... Many of them are available to download now as PDFs. Gernsback made a
comeback with Plus’, that didn't survive. (Maybe he was too occupied with his nudie and sex
educations mags?) There was fine-looking mags like Planet Stories, Startling and Imagination which
one would have wished a longer life. Of course we had Amazing, Galaxy, F&SF and Astounding
Stories of Super...sorry: Analog. (I wonder, if you address something to Astounding Stories of Super
Science c/o Dell Mags, will it arrive?) BTW, there was a British mag named Authentic SF so were
people seriously worried that Fake Science Fiction was being flaunted? (If someone has Authentic
May 1953 with a story by young Swede Jack Ramstrom I'd be interested. The hug collection of
https://www.luminist.org/ lacks it.)

Skiffy was near escape velocity in the 50s but didn't quite reach orbit.

Ut it's in orbit today! Any publication you open is full of it, or what was used to be sf.

Take the Big Battles, Ukraine and Russia or Harris and Trump. One having snipers after him, one
being a...woman! Of colour! Is the US ready for it? There have been far-fetched sf books about a
women president. And in the biggest war in Europe for75 years Russia has huge problems, losing
100 000s of soldiers and 10 000s of armoured vehicles. The Ukrainians have blown up huge Russian
ammo dumps 10 000s of tons of explosives registered as Earth quake!

And more bad news awaits Putin. Sweden recently gave the yellow and blue her 17th (!) aid
package, now getting spare parts for the Gripen jet. (The logic behind: The advanced Gripen E is
being delivered. We have ca 120 of the second generation Gripen C and the future Swedish Air force
is planned to be 60 Gripen E + 60 Gripen C with 60 Gripen C in storage for spare parts Ordering new
spare parts means some of those 60 could go to Ukraine. Soon | hope.)

Russian troll factories working overtime can't hide their setbacks. Russian economy works on
fumes. Banks refuse to work with Rubles. Russians soldiers rather surrender than fight. Their only

* One of only ten magazines in the world so superior it's allowed to add a “+” to its name...


https://www.luminist.org/

tanks are 1960s Soviet leftovers, and they'll run out of them in 2025. Russian navy ships don't dare to
leave port. Western media is slow reporting how close Russia is to the edge of the cliff. It's incredible
that Trump still brown-tongues Putin or fantasizes he could be talked with! Old prez R Reagan would
arise from the dead and haunt them if he knew. He'd begin bombing in five minutes.

When Trump missed a bullet by mere centimetres | imagined he' have sympathy votes, so there
were cause for pessimism, especially as Biden seemed old and tired. Things improved when he
stepped down and Kamala Harris stepped up. Originally | wasn't too impressed by Ms Harris,. Didn't
know much about her. She seemed to have done what was expected as a VP without shining.

But now she pushed the accelerator to the floor, picked up a governor with the gift of gab on
roadside and gained speed. Then came the presidential crash or clash on TV, in which all Trump had
was tired old half-truths and lies (eg the best US economy in modern times was under Bill Clinton:
https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2020/10/business/us-economy-trump-vs-other-presidents/). Cat
lady Kamala — but not a cat eater - actually had some concrete policies to announce: cheaper
medicine, abortion rights, honour US commitments, help to small businesses, cheaper housing. (But
her weak spot: how to pay for it all?) Today I'm more optimistic that the Orange One With Small
Hands shortly will get all the free time he needs to prepare for the court cases coming up. An
observation: Harris and Walz want to prop up "the middle class”. But the poor, lower class, are they to
be left out in the rain? My ethics says those worse off shall have priority! The "middle class” is
second!

The 1950s was a real science-fiction decade, with all those magazines, a huge wave of Earth-
Invaded-From-Space movies, Sputnik, atomic power, the flying saucers craze, giant tube co mputers,
Tom Corbett and Captain Video... The 2020s is equally science-fiction saturated. We've seen a
pandemic, a major European war, focus on a return to the Moon, black hole photos, spacemen
shipwrecked in orbit, vertically landing rockets, Als creating art and invading our lives, Sweden and
Finland joining NATO (who believed that three years ago?), a buffoon and a woman as candidates for
the presidency, assassination attempts (not counting Israel making 4000 pagers explode — Tom
Clancy never thought of that!), flying cars (the Swedish bid is called Jetson:
https://tinyurl.com/27bztxj7 ) and jet backpacks... One wonders what other science-fiction scenarios
are awaiting us?

The Blabbermouth Author And Poetry
Few would disagree - himself excluded - when | say that one Bjérn Ranelid is Sweden's most
blabbermouth author, at least among those known nationally: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bj
%C3%B6rn_Ranelid Don't get me wrong: he's quite successful, with 30+ books that sells well, getting
' reasonable reviews, py: s e (0 m auny
¢ often appearingon 2
TV and so on (he's m ! “iﬁ'ﬁ '

also a former ﬁ
footballer who
played in the top
league).

But if you ask

Bjorn himself, he is
the most successful Author Bjérn Ranelid entertains the audience. He's not shy.

and best author ever in Swedish literary history! No one has reached a
| bigger audience, gotten more awards, been more creative. He
expresses this in a flowery language full of flat metaphors where he
strains himself to find what he believes is beautiful and profound - but it

."Snodas in h:s and outﬂt = just sounds silly. This has become a term in itself: his language is known

More on this hockey-like sport: @S "Ranelidish”.
https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandy
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Mr Ranelid appeared on a local library Sep 6 and | watched. | must confess it was entertaining. He
told about his life, his opinion on things, his career, in front of a packed audience that sometimes
laughed with him, sometimes at him. But it wasn't boring, it was fascinating. Towards the end of it he
stepped up and began to sing!

He gave us his interpretation of the 1950s redneck smash hit “Flottarkarlek” (approx “Logger Love”,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXFzrMXKGKk ) a song that swept the country after a radio show
in 1952. Mr Ranelid had earlier been in the Swedish qualification show for the Eurovison Song
Contest, with this “talk-singing”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFzRigSk_o00 “Loggfer Love” was
an unexpected sensation in the 1950s, sung by the bandy player “Snoddas” (approx “Rubber(ish)”).
He broke all attendance records on his following “Folk Park” tour.

| took some help by ChatGTP to translate the song into
English. Here it is:

I was young once, long ago, a logger full of flair,

Girls were soft as wax and also a bit adrift

In every cottage, every village, | had a sweetheart fair,
From Northern Ridge down to Berg's bushy rift

Hadereean haderaa, hadereean haderaa,
From Northern Ridge down to Berg's bushy rift

I've played my squeezebox by the stream for loggers in a line,
I've played for girls on N&s, so sweet and small. Lens Louse & book tables at poetry f est/val
I've danced across the rapids with the fairies in their prime,

While the dew rested softly on the meadow’s fall.

Hadereean haderaa, hadereean haderaa,
From Northern Ridge down to Berg’s bushy rift

Speaking of poetry, if the above qualifies (the last line being suspiciously equivocal), on Sep 14 there was a
poetry festival | popped in to. We experienced an unexpected late summer warmth. (More sunspots let the
Sun's magnetic field stop cloud-forming cosmic particles so more sunlight reached Earth.) | like poetry though
I'm a bit at loss at its deeper meaning, been writing some filksong redsorting to hslf-rhymes. (BTW, any
Stockholm readers, try an entry to Bokmaskinen.se Poetry In A Day, with a releas party Nov 9! - see my earlier
reports.) People read poetry aloud in a very solemn stance, there were discussions and a market with book
tables. The Romance Society handed out their magazine, ellerstroms (lead by Jonas E known from Luncon 2,
1986 and on) was there, and gothic publisher Alastor Press (who just opened the “weird” Chimara bookstore in
Uppsala). | strolled among the tables, grabbed freebies and candy, but bought nothing. | have enough of
poetry from friend Comet-John Benzene Jr.

HISTURY CORNE

I've always been interested in hackwriters, starting with those who were they g
backbone of the pulp era, (as described in Frank Gruber's highly
recommendable The Pulp Jungle https://annas-
archive.org/md5/6311d60e6¢36500faf0d59109d7fdd72 ),
but also later ones (google the unbelievable Harry Stephen Keeler!). This
interest extends to hacks in eg music - remember my club Sunkit reports! -
and movies and poetry. | have always suspected that hackwriters are
better that many think and that the "mass market” for which they work is
undervalued. Authors who are popular, productive and reach the mass
market tend to survive to a higher degree (doesn't apply to Olof Mdller, of
course!) than narrow writers who win the prestigious awards - but few read.
So from a freebie shelf somewhere | picked up a few cheap paperbacks
in the 1960s series The Man From UNCLE, in Swedish translation. These

Kr. 2:75 inkl, 2m:
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"kiosk paperbacks” were sold in the newsstands for the price of 1 1/2 hot dogs (late 1960s price SEK
2:72, about USD 0:50). The books were of course based on the TV series, which was on Swedish TV
too. | casually googled the name of the authors, and suddenly found that the "Thomas Stratton”
responsible for The Invisibilty Affair ("Fallet med det osynliga luftskeppet” in Swedish, 1968) were no
others than fen Buck Coulson and Geene deWeese!

Sf fans have often drifted into writing cheap paperbacks. | mean, the sf
genre itself was for a long time considered to be cheap trash. Robert
Silverberg wrote truckloads of it. On our local
market one Olof Méller wrote and even & \\'Il Il \\"l
painted the covers for the long running X-12
series. Other fans have been translators of
the "kiosk paperbacks” (like Borje Crona,

"'1 Gabriel Setterborg and others). UIf Westblom W
#land John Agren filled their Du ska dé (*You
Will Die”, 1974, using pseud "John West”)
western with tuckerisms and other fannish
references, like Fandom Mountains and
\ Sl sheriff Pete Sulander (from fan Per
' ifInsulander). Much earlier the force of nature
S B crtil Falk actually made his literary debut
with the short novel Den maskerade
mmﬂ BHSIHET ligachefen ("The Masked Gang Boss”, 1954). |
Bertil Falk's debut in one of the Bertil who left Earth last autumn was also a
popular 1950s 68 page kiosk  fan of newsstand literature. It also showed
booklets. that Coulson/deWeese's The Invicibility Affair \&:

had an sf translator in the form of the 1940's
KJ ELL E' Jules Verne Magasinet editor Rolf Ahlgren! He
GENBERG

did most of the translations in old 1940s JVM too, and after the magazine
was killed by paper rationing (the government reserved paper for dollar-
gaining exports) he made a living with translations and occasional journalism.
My colleague Kjell Genberg, Sweden's "most published author” produced
55 Westerns about the gunslinger Ben Hogan. (Plus crime fiction and much
else among his 250+ titles. But he told me his very first literary attempts were
short stories for the sf mag Hépna!) One of his Hogan books has recently
been "transformed” into an sf novel. Kjell took the text and changed
sixshooters to rayguns, salooons to space bars, etc. It became Hédmnaren
Alfran Tellus...
The plot of The Invisibility Affair isn't much to talk about. Agents Napoleon
~'Solo and lllya Kuryakin, an American and a Russian, work for the United
A western turned into Space Network Command for Law and Enforcement (=UNCLE) constantly on guard
Opera. In Avenger from against the evil TRUSH organisation (= Technological Hierarchy for the
Tellus Genberg just changed Removal of Undesirables and the Subjugation of Humanity). A house where
words and setting of one of g physics professor lives seems to disappear, though only became invisible
his Ben Hogan books. for a short time as the inhabitant had invented a machine creating a field that
makes things invisible. The UNCLE agents fights back and forth with TRUSH for a while and end up
on board an airship, a left-over Nazi zeppelin, to where the professor and his daughter have been
kidnapped. She ship is to be used to drop parachute TRUSH troops over a Latin American republic to
take over control of the country. It become easier if the transport can be made invisible. Solo and
Kuryakin thwarts these plans and frees the kidnapped. End of story. | didn't became aware of any
tuckerisms in it, but I'm not acquainted with all North American fan names. ("Tuckerism” is of course
from Wilson "Bob” Tuckers habit of using fen names for story characters. From what | understand, the
term gained had some spread outside the sf world too, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuckerization .)
Coulson and deWeese were famous for faanfiction like Charles Fort Never Mentioned Wombats
(1974) and Now You See It/Him/Them (1975).
I'm not only interested in trashy paperbacks, I've also made a failed attempt to enter this glorious

Pete Sulander draws his gun
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market! In the early 1980's fan David Nessle was on a visit. We must have been chatting about such
literature when we suddenly thought: How difficult could it be to write something like that?

Vile inspiration (and probably some wine) made us taking turns at my typewriter. After the mere
weekend we had decided to allocate the result was Blodets brédraskap ("Brotherhood of Blood”)
following the rule: every chapter must have a sexual encounter or an awesome fight. We filled it with
tuckerisms of Swedish sf people. Unfortunately, the paperback publishers weren't keen on it. Maybe it
became too weird with a plot involving overwintered Nazis lead by an evil leather lady and former
beauty queen having a secret base in the Bermuda triangle.

However, this was also towards the dusk of the kiosk e
paperbacks - they began to be replaced by "quality” . B
paperbacks and an enless stream of crime fiction (Stieg, what - v
have you done!) sold on airports, train stations and even in Tha oy
groceries. Out masterpiece was soon published on stencil, in
#21 of the fanzine Géteborgs Faanvheckliga. | have later made St i
a computer file of this literary experience (in Swedish, ask me s i el Gl Wil i e
kindly for it, but don't spread it around!) R e

| would like to hear about fans writing cheap paperbacks? (Not - ::° " " = . .
Silverberg. We know him.) Even better if you have links to e Parhd Wi UL Wit bt ki A et
PDFs of it! Much older and "cheap” or "unimportant” work tend . Ghads . sy sanpans Jop Futfolle Ay Mnngeurs, WP
to be be available freely. i

Now, time go back a long time for some rocket research. First ...".-

we go to a "A Fraudulent Genius”in Dagens Nyheter 22 Apr o
Ett svindlarageni. 1902 with "a postcard from our et 12
: . Berlin correspondent” 18 Apr:

Breflort. rdﬁ{gﬁ EI;:? %{”fm Baline By arresting the “inventor” Herman

o Bsrl.m dog 18 sl Ganschwindt the poli'ce finally gnded a
: o for many years ongoing fraud in

Grnons hiltadel of “wpplisnaren” Hurs .. h
miann Ganswindt gioeds polisem 1 det iirox Schéneberg near Berlin of fortunately
il Berlin belagny Scohanebere & wir lindis rare proportions. Named Ganschwindt
figen nlut. pit en “'.‘f‘!"._‘: “!‘1}1'4?"!:‘;1' I;‘:}H”:r'tﬁ claimed to be an inventor and the e e T
:‘{!{r‘jd“':l-::f.,{w'f,f,z‘.'”:ﬁf'}f;mﬁ:“.ﬁ’r},_ uj;pglf ﬁ:h numbers of his so called inventions sizimges it swse= s, S ALl st g nist = fas
ya uppfinmare, ocle gl of bae o & were numerous. Two years ago he . .
Applninaie v i vaikel lesio. 168 oven had an exhibition that
S Ei;“:;ﬁ‘ﬁuﬁﬁn!_“;}“lﬁﬁ'”}f;fencgqr?tered both jest and trouble. His Opening of Brotherhood of Blood.

G Gl Joge ook Bekbner. Huoe ul- exhibition showed everything between
stillning omfuiits niimlies &l sodl S heaven and Earth, from fire pumps and motor boats to dirigibles. Yes, he even
1::;1:}1:1.1.1:h::11.-l!= "Ill'l”"ﬂ:,":: ﬁ,'mf;k;{:ml“ﬁﬁr claimed to have invented a “spaceship”, or what to call it, a contraption by which
o, di s pastis g (il ook el G earthlings could make small visits to neighbouring planets. Unfortunately his
upplunnil st “remdskonnt ellen hvad s “inventions” were of the same simple types as his “spaceship”, which didn't stop
S S et e wpsat om SRS S by from relieving many credulous people of hard-earned money hoping for a
fordinviinere{ dand T ICHEL BN il e . . 8 i i
Tintavisitise pi gmnplhetornis, Deas virre HUGE profit when the inventions came into practical use. To some he sold
vavo. ulla hapa "wppEmmingar ol ﬁ“F*fTit‘ licences to inventions, others was offered to invest in experiments with the
:LE:H:.IUIELIIEI:"llJ.I..I;’t ;;ful}i;"’ﬁ;ﬁﬂ;’f‘%ﬁkﬂl’l"';l‘; dirigible. He pout many ads in the newspapers and thereby used the names of
mingd godtroget foll pi era murt. fore prominent persons who endorsed in glowing praise his enterprises. High-level

varide syl wied Srhoppaingsn on oo officers, the general staff, the minister of war, yes, even the emperor.

leoloman] VIRaE i s upiEinningne kammo . , - . .

¢ ppalinke beek B denens wilde ban But Ganschwindt wasn't a fraud. Wikipedia writes:

Hineriger fill sina timpiinmnga’, didime lookn- ) o ]

e B mll ek penmineny (e excaens ... he developed concepts for a space vehicle based on the principle of repulsion.

e [ deb Jgt;ntrln_r:_t Ifistopnon. Him 19 Hijs two-stage vehicle was designed to be driven by a series of dynamite

TI::;?:“"":‘L"{”L "fi'i‘:ﬁf{‘”ﬁﬂﬁg;’;}? "1 explosions. Since it was to be taken aloft by way of a carrier vehicle, he

S i Lbebidends parsanes, som Wil designed a helicopter as early as 1884...In July 1901 the maiden flight of his

1o b witbilatiaig Jofovdande Blvay hrt:w iire= helicopter took place in Berlin-Schéneberg, which probably was the first heavier-

EJ:-I;.,-1|E:1IZTEE.“W“ME;1 thi:jj iﬂ“h'rzgrfu than-air motor-driven flight carrying humans...In 1902, Ganswindt was accused

Y, AR SR of fraud and arrested because he had added a safety bar to his vehicle to
prevent it from rolling. After spending eight weeks in pre-trial custody he was released after a flight
demonstration proved his innocence...Ganschwindt's work is considered to be ahead of his time...he kept in
touch with Austrian rocket pioneer Max Valier as well as with German rocket pioneer Hermann Oberth, who
shared his knowledge of Robert Goddard's work with him. In 1975, the city of Berlin recognized his
achievements by naming a bridge (Hermann-Ganswindt-Briicke) in Berlin-Schéneberg. The International
Astronomical Union (IAU) named the lunar crater Ganschwindt in his honor.

Lrderna bak il | atihat. &l
whbl R nadan Ay 5 L AT NAGATE AT




The tabloid Aftonbladet revisited Ganschwindt in Dec 10 1940 and told more about space travel -
misinterpreting an lItalian vessel! - in "Silence about Goddard's MOON ROCKET":

But in Italy they continue develop rocket flight - Trip A T T A
to the Moon: utopia, becoming a reality? After many '@ DAHARE ik
years. After many tears of silence on the “rocket Tt H{ 41 it o = e
front” the world is today surprised by news from
ltaly, where the known aviator Mario Bernardi has Goddards Gt ot 'r:-nrl Irun qu Ao
been awarded after successful trials with a rocket A seag Bh dyilinaiigh [asty: - i
airplane invented by the engineer Campini. A speed M N R A K E T il ,”i lirkehinie e
of close to 1000 km/h is said to have been achieved o I L
. . , nbillalien arbetor man| e eokopemiteman. - Mo & rizal
and by that a giant leap is taken to realize the vidare |pa roketflygets ut-| o ot dramiide () sme
demanding dream of a exploring space. The veckling —  Monmaon:| e eymdsbage = Gley i otf s
physicist Newton believed in rocket flight, but the i LU | e Sl ] B
pioneer in the area is the German Ganschwindt. Fenisa MrTailian ciidoa T ion | o i et i
Already in the 1870s - before airplanes, airships and i sisddsusdin fris fasiel, ot (| iyee bl Gotaulte oatloe i
Jules Verne's books - he planned a spaceship, il et S S G S e NI Ll e Pebrigomishy
powered by dynamite charges continuously feed Fkaiin whr feLiul | 19h e Bilibbae
into the combustion chambers. Ganschwindt's _ : it A kil el
project remained a fantasy. The famous professor foled o poin o, s afil Irypesdil, 6L
Goddard in America tried to test the theories in 5 e e T

practice. In 1919 ha published "Extreme Altitudes fir ook s e ||y swinmaplion mnties, ' kaile st
Reached by Rocket Power” and began s T e e et g e Bty

. f : hingribe | inatillgn )
experimenting. He managed to send an unmanned i+ iR { Wby it e ngaeet gt #3

(e = 1 wipfe e el B AL o

test rocket almost 100 km into the air. INo. Goodard : At A

TR HES = T

said rocket could reach that, but his real rockets : IRy i ERED R P e sl
reached ca 2 700 metres at most/ After this the L v Byt '.',' EeHea S
newspapers had sensational headlines about that . . Wity Mt o LI A, o) e
the professor’'s next step was to send a giant rocket | sl Al M e
to the Moon. Goddard's plan was an 8 metre tall _ - [ kT e o L vl )
rocket shaped like a torpedo. It would be powered TR | s g ol o g e
by exploding nitrocellulose that would be feed to the " P e TRl s i baRan LLiEaDT
explosion chambers under the machine gun e el et M '-'.-'-.r:!."h .:.'J:' sy el ¥
principle. The rocket would be aimed to be caught = e e = A S U R T e e e R ST 1
by the Moons attraction. It would crash on the St ok '_"i" 5 4l ”_':, e ki
surface upon which a powerful magnesium flash in Wil ey ' dlyy e e LR
the rocket nose would be lit. This flash would be WILAE i3l ki I ‘_I'I'.fl_'_ e A o
observable from Earth. The whole world waited MERE S /b b { 1S ) S, s biia. Vegiin ahs 4 st L b oy
anxiously for the experiment to commence. It was : pbnt el h" il ,"',,"r' " :
announced for December 1925 /Did papers of the - =y pull, sallyigc—= femihk LA
time really believe that?/ and the month passed e '

without anything happening. In many months it was
silent from Goddard and his rocket, but in the spring i iRy PO i
the world was told that the experiment was T MR I .=-5_;u-,-{. G .'.'.r..';;“'i'.i T e
postponed to the summer, and he was improving i, b el e

ALt oeettolle eREETRn & SEFm

B oolaged e el il Trilgfs

T HOEM I|||. g =t B T’

il I jonTliE = -:.l'l1'III.'|."'I"III"

the rocket so it could take a human with it. This lead
to that people from all over the world reported willing to come along with the rocket and be immortal - or suffer
a glorious death on the Moon surface. But also this time the world was denied this sensation - once more it

~.> _n_—'""
=y

Caprohi Campini No 1, the motorjet (=compressor powered by a piston engine) which is the "rocket
plane"” mentioned. It never reached 1000 km/h but a more modest 375 km/h.



was silence around Goodard and his spaceship and this time it was definite. There are many guesses about
why the experiment was discontinued. But also Europe dealt with the rocket problem. The German professor
Oberth presented plans for a spaceship in 1925, but was forced to scrap the plan for lack of money. Oberth's
construction had some advantages compared to Goddard's. Eg Oberth's rocket would be powered by liquid
oxyhydrogen which is three times as powerful as nitrocellulose. Another feature was that the rocket was in
three parts. The passengers were in the top part that could be freed from the others as their fuel was
consumed... With the German astronomer and aviator Max Valter a more practical man enters the stage. His
goal is also space but he understands you must learn to crawl before you can walk. Valter managed to interest
the known car maker Opel for his ideas and together with him and a supplier of rescue rockets for
shipwrecked they began working on the first step - a car powered by rockets. In April 1928 they were ready for
a test of the first rocket car on the Opel industries private racing arena. The vehicle looked rather like an
ordinary car but lacked an engine. Right behind the driver there were containers with rockets - 50 kg of
explosives. enough to blow car and drivers to smithereens if ignited at the same time. At the start the driver
pressed an electric switch on the dashboard - a huge stream of fire shot out from the car with an eye
shattering sound, and the car shot out like an arrow and disappeared behind a cloud of smoke.

Sef s e =enee- Here's a film of Opel's rocket car https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?2v=VrMKfxM6yXs
Py S ' And here's a film of Goodard's rocket experiments https.//www.youtube.com/watch?
e pipidiabd e, i “ v=9KnlqblQEeM But we must seriously doubt that Goodard thought he could reach
0 ol i i o4l the Moon with an 8 metre rocket. It sounds more like sensational newspaper

"o . speculations!
el Note that Wernher von Braun and the Verein fir Raumschiffahrt isn't mentioned
iy sl b at all. When they began working for the Nazi government, their activities were
Cbiide e oo kept under wraps. Now more from the newspapers!
A s R Critic Roland Adlerberth was one of the first to introduce sf in Sweden, from the
Wt ik el s late 1940s and on. Here's what he wrote in a review column, "The Future in Your
onlbar i . ... Pocket”, in Goteborgs-Tidningen Aug 17 1966:

e TV |- The good thing with sf is that anything can happen in it. It has been said before but a
L e good thing deserved being repeated, especially as some misinterpreters stubbornly
“ui h Y- wen e insist having a different opinion. Sfis far from being only spaceships, death rays and
ety e S exploding planets and even less it's not what many anti-sf writers think - simple gutter
deed il Wi e - literature about how a monster from Mars kidnaps beautiful Earth girls but always bites
oL the dust in the last act. Such critics have seen some of the worst sf covers from the 30s

“fo sl seand 40s and have no idea that that type of fiction died off good many years ago, missed
T L by no one all the least by the sf enthusiasts. The have higher demands on language,
candde fismnes e e e psychology and creativity for their writers and most

" L readers of entertainment literature.

Adlerberth would always be on our side! Another
favourable critic (and author himself) was Sven Christer Swahn, who is
interviewed to share his Words of Wisdom in "Framtidsvagen - sfis it
only trash or is there valuable literature among the future visions?”
(headline cut away to save space), Aftonbladet 30 Nov 1975:

Science fiction - books about the future - has been around as long as there
has been a connection between literature and technology. The term sf was
coined by an immigrant to the USA in the early1900s. He also founded an sf
magazine which became very popular. There's roughly two types of sf, the
type getting closer to reality trying to give us a perspective on our own time  An Al's impression of Goddard
and the type making us dream away from reality. In Sweden the sf fever shooting rockets in the desert.
aroused in the 1950s. Sf-clubs were founded all over the country. They work

like the Sherlock Holmes clubs for crime fiction. The sf lovers exchange views, publishes magazines, give tips
and writers sf short stories. With the 1960s came a slump for the sf interest. But it didn't last long. Already in
1968 the genre flourished once again. /INFLUENCED BY OCCULTISM/ A more modern type of sf came -
strongly influenced by the underground and pop culture. In later years the genre has also been influenced the
occult wave in the western world, which however haven't hit Sweden. Does the sf genre have a bad
reputation. Sven Christer Swahn is one of Sweden's foremost sf experts here explains why the sf genre
become what it is. ”I'm not going to be a defence lawyer for sf. The genre may be what it is in the public eye.
You may point to why it is so. Science together with fiction has been around for a long time if you think of the
combination of technology and literature.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KnIqblQEeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KnIqblQEeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrMKfxM6yXs
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A ISR foggy, eerie and ghostly. The

.. ... publishers hesitated. Something
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A g negative reputation. "The
e, exp/anatlon is to a high degree

~ that Hugo Gernsback

(1984.1961) the man inventing
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B contributed. Named Gernsback

WO i was among the millions who after
=4 E

il s, liteai=

ﬂﬁlﬁ;,ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ,g‘;:, “=i the turn of the century emigrated
berard

_ to USA. He was born in
;.-T".r.':.'aﬂ;'ﬂd‘m?ﬁ wi- Luxemburg, engineer by trade
"'-1 Eaihi il s i g specialist in radio. He was
Vil e A B meda gt

also an idealist and romantic. He
dreamed of the happy future of
mankind where technology
solved problems. He wrote tales
of the happy problem solving of
the future. And then he published
his own and others' tales in his
magazine Amazing Stories

(1926) where he after earlier attempts landed on science fiction as term for the prose ha printed.1930. They all
has heroes of the types in comics. Many readers were just as Gernsback immigrants and had even more
difficulties with the English language. /POOR MAN'S BIBLE/ The richly illustrated cheap publications became
the poor man's bible for some - | use the expression deliberately, due to the sometimes religious devotion to sf
that belongs to this kind of literature's consequences and may have contributed to alienate ordinary book
readers. Much of the early sf genre in USA worked as immigrant literature. That unemployed in the years of
collapse around 1930 sought out reading that left Earth is easy to understand. Almost all English language sf
authors today has had contact with the sf ghetto, the literary block of the pulp magazines. it'

S easy to see tat the sf author is apt to land in a split and difficult situation. The devoted friends of the genre
who forms the internationally spread group fandom (kingdom of sf fans) cares for their own. The sf authors
received sf awards, are reviewed in the sf magazines, are invited to the sf conventions and can count on
decent sales if taken up by some sf book club. /INEVER GETS SERIOS CRITIQUE/ The risk is that the
established sf author seldom gets serious critique by trained general critics. The walls of the ghetto frightens.
The ordinary critic has to collect all courage before he could call an sf author a real author. That sf despite
these difficulties is a genre with substantial life is due to that the damn American pulp tradition has developed
a series of great story telling tricks. They partly belong to the world of folk tales. Sf has their own rules, and
you get a lot for free if you follow them. When it comes to it unfairly it's the ability to write anything at all that all
comes to. /Captions: Frankenstein's Monster - the most known figure in sf literature. Mary Shelley had
inspiration from the "ghost stories” of the 1800s and invented the monster made up of body parts. / An issue of
Veckans Aventyr from 1945. Space journeys was for many years the most popular topic for the sf writers. And

much of their "fantasies” have become reality./

His idea of sf as immigrant literature is interesting. Maybe the genre was easier to read than others
for someone with English as a second language? Personally I'm happy of having sf in its "ghetto”.



The mundane literary world has often had an evil eye towards our misunderstood genre. We
shouldn't play by their rules. Sf needs to be independent, to continue being bold and creative. In later
decades we've seen an increasing amount of mainstream academia studies being applied to sf, but
seldom with good results. | haven't seen any of them understanding eg the concept of Sense of
Wonder. And with mainstream academia — | was abut to sauy’anaemic” - the postmodern rot of today
sneaks in...Having your own ghetto under rules adapted to science fiction is better!

But lets jump from the US to the USSR, with the article "Russian Science Fiction” from Svenska
Dagbladet 14 April 1972. The writer Alex Milits was a Estonian-Russian author, translator and active
in opposition to the Soviet Union, as far as | can make out from Google:

/Above headline: There's a big interest for sf in the Soviet Union. after flourishing in the 19320s the genre
looked dead during the Stalin era, but it was revived during the 1950s. Alex Mitis in this survey notes that
Russian sf raises social criticism, and gives recent examples of how work that has goner far along that way
has seen the magazines where it was published being confiscated./

The elevator suddenly stops working. It refused to go higher than the 12th floor in the skyscraper of
bureaucracy, that through the years has only become taller. The last who went higher up were three
channelisation experts, who were to check the sewers of floor 12 but by mistake landed on floor 70. Since
then all contacts with the higher parts of the skyscraper are cut. All above floor 12 is quiet and secretive. One
day they manage to repair the elevator and two men are sent to floor 75 to check the situation. Up there is the
states colony for Unexplainable Events. The three channelisation experts has grabbed the power over the
colony and formed a powerful troika that administrates Unexplainable Events in the colony. There are
speaking lice, ghosts, demons, vampires, old Russian mythological beings and a man from outer space who
has crash landed with his saucers. Behind a lake with the monster belonging there in the notoriuous Murkand
Swamp and a bit away the Enchanted Place - a beautiful grassy spot with a little cabin, where a farmer lives
who owns cows, calves and ghosts But the bureaucratic troika has now power over this place. When you go
there by car to fetch milk the place distance itself from it at the same speed as the car comes closer and it's
impossible to get near and just "pop in”. The players on floor 12 has brought along a portable “renormalisator’,
a little device fitting within a pocket, with a force field that may be aimed at any person, a field forcing this
person to make morally correct decisions. But the members of the troika are so corrupted by power that the
field doesn't affect them. That's how the Tale of the Troika starts, by the brothers Arkady and Boris Strugatsky
from Moscow. It was published 1968 in issues 4 and 5 of the magazine Angara, but the censorship pulled back
the magazine and fired all the editors. The same happened with the magazine Bajkal what in issues that in
issues 1 and 2 1968 published the brother's novel Snail on the Slope. The publisher Posser in Frankfurt am
Main has now published the two stories in one volume in Russian under the title Ulita na Skolne There is a big
interest for sf in Russia. The publisher Molodaja Gvordija made a poll among its readers and published the
answers in the collection Fantastika 1960. A 20 year-old electrician writes. “This literature should predict new
social trends, new inventions an philosophical world vies”. A 36 year-old doctor thinks that the most important
with sf is its philosophical-social inclination. This sort of literature should with other words be socially oriented.
The reader should see the world with the eyes of another person, who has seen the world from another angle
and been surprised and forwards this surprise to the reader.” A 27 year old female teacher thinks sf makes us
think about the problems of the world, removes us from the daily life and makes us see ourselves and our
background from the side, eg from the future or the past, which gives our actions new values. And Russian sf
has social criticism. It's the same development as for literature in general. In the 1920s right after the
revolution ”scientific fantasies” as sf is called in Russian had a short but intense boom. Eugen Zamjatin wrote
his famous novel We and Mikhail Bulgakov published The Fatal Eqgg. Bulgatov is otherwise mostly known for
his The Master and Margatrita, recently translated to Swedish. Then followed the Stalin Ice Age. The only
thing allowed to be published was social realism placed in everyday life and with positive heroes. The task of
literature was to show good examples to the people to make them perform huge feats to build socialism. The
sf genre looked dead but it wasn't entirely buried, and it was revived in the 1950s with the political thaw. The
first by some measures prominent work was Ivan Yefremov's Andromeda Nebula from 1957. The book has no
major literary qualities but became a success since it painted a future communist society to be compared with
the contemporary Soviet one. In literary terms the best Soviet authors of the 1960s are Alexander Kazantsev
and the Strugatsky brothers. The Pole Lem is also very popular (translated top Swedish and published by
Hedenlund). Lem is seen as almost naturalised and has founded his own school. If we made a ten-in-top list
the most popular authors would be Lem, the Strugatsky brothers and the American Ray Bradbury. Arkady and
Boris Strugatsky write together as a collective. They have published several novels like The Land of Crimson
Clouds, The Way to Amalthea, Escape Attempt, Snail on the Slope and Tail of the Troika. Others eg Lem
usually shows a bright future. The Strugtskys have themselves in an interview explained they are more
interested in the actions of people, their morals and values. They look for goals and means that won't distort
Man and his goal. The central problem with Lem is "understanding and non-understanding” while the
Strugatskys deal with commitment and non-commitment. Their sf isn't antropocentric but relativistic. The
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stories are Ioosley anchored in time and space which gives them a ”relat/wty d/mension. The language is of
the modern Soviet type expressing contemporary politically and social relations. Behind the often foreign
sounding names hides a local content. The troika's collaborator sounds ltalian with Vybegallo, which in
Russian has to do with the word “vybegt!l”, ie to go all the way. A cooperator or Quisling in other words. The
security boss in Snail on the Slope has a name sounding German but in Russian it reminds of “home turf
blind”. The society has all faults and advantages there are in today's USSR. At the same time there are talking
and thinking machines beside extinct dinosaurs and old Russian fairy tale figures and sagas. This relativity
across time and space give the readers different associations and ideas that let the thoughts wander off in the
most unexpected directions. In their Snail on the Slope the hero is named Perez, which sounds Spanish but
means "pepper” in Russian. Perez has as an outsider landed in the Forestry Administration, a fantastic,
bureaucratic institution, a whole city on the top of a mountain, out of sight of the thing they are taking care of,
ie the forest. The administration is a goal in its own right and lives a life of its own as long as it can issue
orders and directives. After a fantastic series of events, where talking machines discuss how to take the power
over Man who has lead society astray, Perez becomes the chief of the administration. The secretary comes to
him with a thick bunch of directives to sign. Perez refuses. he realises it is all nonsense. The secretary
Explains. "There is administrative work which is the basis of everything. it didn't come today opr yesterday. It
goes way back in time. Until today of is materialised in the form of orders and directives. But it also stretches
far into the future where it awaits to be materialised. It's like building a road along a stretch. When the tarmac
ends the surveyor stands there looking into the theodolite. You are like the surveyor. A straight line through the
optical direction of the theodolite shows the unmaterialised administrative stretch. which only you of all people
can see an dit must be materialised... Don't try top understand it, because it only breeds doubt an doubt
means no movement and this means the fall of all administative actions and that means the downfall for you
and me and everything.” Perez refuses to sign and says there must be meaningful directives instead of this
nonsense. He utters a sarcastic joke the thinks the secretary won't understand: "Why not let the entire
liquidation group perform self-liquidation?” "That's genius!” the secretary exclaims and writes down the new
directive in a hurry: "Members of the Liquidation group are ordered to perform self-liquidation with firearms
before 24.00 hours.”

| have also some insights into Soviet sf myself. | began corresponding with Eastern Europe in the
early 1980s (like the Bugrows in Russia), read some their work (usually published by Sam J
Lundwall) and have actually met the Strugatskys and interviewed them (on Conspiracy 1987). To me
this article doesn't sound entirely correct .Soviet sf could have some social critique, but there were
definite limits to it. The sf genre may have reached a certain popularity after Khrushchev, but there
were few sf books published! When the USSR collapsed the number of sf titles - and fantasy became
very popular, just as in Sweden - skyrocketed. Russian sf fans | have talked with estimate the
numbers reached over 500 original Russian titles/year (compared to maybe 100-150 in Sweden, incl
fantasy). The Soviet output was 1/10th of that, which on the other hand lead to huge printruns since
there were few titles battling each other (which gave Sam J fairy tales about incredible popularity of
Soviet sf...big printruns due to very few titles). I'm not very updated on Russian sf under today's
Putinism, but it seems to have become very nationalistic with a tendency towards military themes and
some of their best authors, like Dmitry Glukhovsky and Boris Akunin, have been forced into exile.
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There must of course be balance to all this about Russia. So below about American sf. The early
1950s was the time when interest in skiffy exploded. Hollywood began with Earth-invaded films, we
had those illusory saucers, things like atomic power, computers and space rockets began being
realised. Life magazine had big article about skiffy, below, from May, 1951. It tries to go into the
fanslang, being a bit shaky (who have heard of “fanferece” before?). Life counts it to 25 sf mags and
2 million fans, incl fennes. But why mention this blasted “Shaver” thing? We learn who serious
scientists some of the sf writers are - Asimov is labelled as “cancer specialist”. Some are illos missing
and | rearranged the layout to save space.

MESMERIC CRE \TURF in Man from Plenet X hypnotizes earthling who is
eventually reseued by Scotlund Yard. This is sume film shown on previous page.

The Fad Is Made for Hollywood

. OUTER SPACE WITH SOME WEIRD TOURISTS

MOVIES

No fad can sweep the couniry without {Il‘uu:iillg
a lively interest in Hollywood, So it is no won-
der that, with science-fiction sales zooming, the
bright eves of the movie moguls should have
started 1o sweep east of the sun and west of the
moon. On these pages are some examples of what

SEIZE ON IT TO PACK

they have seen out there. Most ambitious of
the science-fiction movies is Paramount’s Fhen
Worlds Collide, which shows the destruction of
our planet and the colunization of 4 new one. A
more popular theme is the invasion of the earth
by ereatures from other worlds, Mostly they

VEGETABLE BABIES, in RKO's The Thing, are examined by scientists. They
sprouted from seeds seraped from hand of vegetabile visitor from “another world,”

are repulsive (alove). But 20th Century-Fox,
in The Day The Earth Stood Still, provides o
contrast: one creature is man-shaped and has
an English accent, and he spends much of his
time making uplifting sermons about extend-
ing the United Nations on an interstellar level.

Through the
Interstellar Looking Glass

The fastest-growing folklore of the machine

age is science fiction, which refleets

a world crowded with slans, deros, bems, androids and sometimes even people

LITTLE more than a week ago two
A North American [en and one fanne
left for London as delegates to a big
gathering formally billed as the Science Fic-
tion Festival Convention but more intimate-
ly desoribed as a fanference. They were par-
ticipants in Europe's first important bout
with an infection that had beon spreading in
this country like an epidemic ever since the
atom bomb fell on Hiroshima.

The Americans probably found this con-
vention, which history may refer to as the
Loncon, a more decorous affair than the Tor-
con, the Cinvention, the Phileon or the Chi.

by WINTHROP SARCEANT

con, where fen sometimes appeared dressed
as androids, slans, robots or Buck Rogers,
The LS. delegates could take comfort in the
fact that the English do publish a great many
prozines though fanzines are infrequent on
the other side of the Atlantic, and cardzines
practically unknown.

Sad 1o relate, however, some of the Eu-
ropean dl':ll*,'_faltl':-' wire }lm}l"lhl_\' ill.-llrf_'l'lll.-l
rather than true fen. Probably none of them
had ever been in a slanshack, and there were
nml_\- a few completists among them, But the
Europeans rnu‘lfl be counted on 1o take the
long view, and many of them would probably

turn out to be real fen and fenne after all,
Teo the 20,000 or 20 Americans who consti-
tute the advance guard of the science liction.
re. '1i|1|11. publie, the prec nitl!“]rlm_r iphs are
clear English and pregnant with importance,
These 20,000 are the “fen™ (plural of “fan™
derived by analogy from the plural of “man™;
female fans, however, are not "wolen™ but
"fenne™). They are apt to be found in any
urban center fram Maine to California, Their
lives revolve about STF l[lrunlllllal-lrd “stef™
illlt] -Ivri\ ol frum the lmlgt'l‘ fenese h'nrtl. Sei
enTiFiction), “Insurgents” are the casual
readers of STF: they lack the dedication of



true fen. Some fen have built themselves clubhouses or “slanshacks”
(“slan™: a superhuman biological mutation). From time to time
they gather in great numbers at “fanferences” (fan conferences)
like the one in London and usually refer to them by the abbrevi-
ated and elided name of the city they take place in (the Torcon took
place in Toronto, the Cinvention at Cincinnati, etc.). At these fan-
ferences they meet their favorite authors and auction off manu-
scripts of stories from “prozines” (professionally published STF
magazines) as well as original paintings for prozine covers.

Between fanferences they communicate by means of “fanzines,”
or fan magazines, which are usually small mimeographed publica-
tions devoted to amateur STF, criti-
cism and gossip. Fen not quite up to
publishing fanzines often content
themselves with getting out typed
postal card publications, which are
known as “cardzines.”

All true fen are, of course, omniv-
orous collectors of STF, and a “‘com-
pletist” is one who tries to collect
every piece of STF ever published.
The “long view” is the attitude of
mind common to the fen. When one
takes it, one’s horizon is bounded by
infinity, and the cares of the mere
present, whether individual or in-
ternational, sink into insignificance.
The fen are not worried about taxes,
inflation or the possibility of a third
world war. Their battles are fought
in dark intergalactic spaces where
the earth is merely a pinpoint in the
distance.

The fen may be regarded as a loose
freemasonry or a manifestation sim-
ilar to the jitterbugs of the hot jazz
era. They are the fervid and crusading fringe of a large portion of
the American public (estimated at two million) which reads science
fiction. The omnivorous appetite of this public for its chosen form
of literatur~ has made it, at the moment, one of the most spectacu-
larly booming departments of the publishing business.

LUCIAN, Greek writer of Sec-
ond Century A.D., was found-
er of science-fiction literature,

Fiction with a scientific basis—real, quasi or downright pseudo
—is by no means confined to the pulps which produce STF in quan-
tity. One of the most highly praised and popular novels of the last
few years (George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four) was a fantasy
laid in a technologically bedeviled future. This year two dozen
anthologies and full-length books of high-brow scientific fantasy
have already appeared. Slick paper magazines have lately been
printing science-fiction stories. In the durable low-brow field of U.S.
pu]p ﬁcﬁon, rocket travcl, inlerplnncmry war and the heroic res-
cue of beautiful and scantily clad women from hordes of evil, space-
defying humanoids are crowding the western and detective maga-
zines on the newsstands. Hollywood, which took a scientific flyer
last year with Destination Moon, is now marching into the field in
force (pp. 128, 129).

The product of all this creative activity ranges from the philo-
sophically pregnant to the incredibly moronic. In its upper reaches
it deals with profound problems in the tradition of great satirists
like Jonathan Swift (Gulliver's Travels) and Samuel Butler (Ere-
whon). At the other end of the spectrum it approximates comic book
profundity.

CIENCE fiction is of course a venerable art. Nearly everybody
over 30 remembers the earnest technological novels of H. G.
Wells and the rollicking, but now hopelessly dated, scientific ro-
mances of Jules Verne (Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, A
Trip to the Moon, etc.). The father of science fiction, most authori-
ties agree, was the Greek writer Lucian, whose True History (written
about 150 A.D.) recounts a trip to the moon and provides an elabo-
rate discussion of the mores of its inhabitants. Similar accounts of
lunar travel were written by the great astronomer Johann Kepler
(1571-1630) and by Cyrano de Bergerac (1619-55) who, besides
beinga character in a play by Edmond Rostand, was a flesh and bloos
man and a prolific writer of science fiction complete with very ingen
ious inventions. Science-fiction fans point outwith pride that Cyran:
reported reaching the moon by means of a device that involved th
iri.nciplc of today’s ram jet. (On the way Cyrano met the prophe
Jlijah, who was accomplishing the voyage by a somewhat mor
dubious mechanism. Elijah sat in a cast iron chair, hurled a boulde
of magnetic iron into the air, waited for the magnetic iron to attrac
the chair upward and then repeated the process.)

The world depicted in today’s science-fiction magazines include
a vast variety of phenomena vaguely related to every known scienc:
and pseudo science from atomic physics to dianetics. Their storie
tell of superhuman scientists from Mars, complicated vehicles fo
space travel, “interdimensional” voyages to remote eras in time
interplanetary war. robot societies. cataclysms caused by planet
colliding, degenerate mutations of the human race, solar and othe
untapped varieties of energy, mysterious changes in personality b:
hypnotism or brain or glandular surgery.

There are at present about 25 magazines devoted to science fic
tion. The aristocrats of the group are Astounding Science Fiction
Galaxy Science Fiction and Fantasy & Science Fiction. A step lowe
in intellectual rank are Amazing Stories, Thrilling Wonder Storie
and Planet Stories. From here on down one descends to the type o
cosmic romance known to the trade as “space opera,” which differ
from the old-fashioned western merely in the fact that its heroe
ride rockets instead of palominos and carry paraguns (shootin,
paralysis-dealing rays) instead of six-shooters.

Since it tries to keep ahead of science, which regularly become
dated, science fiction inevitably sufiers from a high rate of obsoles
cence, The immortal masterpieces of the genre, as literature, ar
almost invariably those works (like Gulliver's Travels, Franken
stein, Travels and Surprising Adventures of Baron Munchausen
in which the satire, humor, humanity or philosophical message out
weighs the science and invention. But the modern science-fiction fa
tends to be a little suspicious of any contemporary STF writer whe
like Ray Bradbury, gives moral ideas and human problems precec
ence over invention and discovery.,

To the true fan an incorrectly split atom is a far graver faul
than a clumsily developed plot or an unconvincing character. Hu
man relationships tend to bore him, but he will enter into lon

discussions on therelative merits of explosive propulsion versus grav-
ity-defying metals for interstellar travel. He will not tolerate any
meddling with known scientific fact. His favorite writers must de-
scribe things like planetary vegetation, conditions of Venusian
meteorology and the structure of rockets without contradicting
what is scientifically known about them—though he will welcome
purest fantasy on what is unknown. He lays great stress on the pro-
phetic accuracy of imaginary inventions and is fond of pointing out
that science-fiction writers of the past have anticipated, in addition
to Cyrano’s ram jet, such things as the periscope (Jules Verne),
the tank (H. G. Wells) and the firing mechanism of the atomic
bomb (Cleve Cartmill).

Present-day science fiction, except on its lowest levels, is as in-
nocent of sex as a betatron; boy sometimes meets girl, but when
he does it is only to say hello before catching the next time ma-
chine to the Paleozoic era. Most of it is completely lacking in hu-
mor, What the STF fan looks for and admires is something known
as “‘extrapolation.”

Outside of science fiction, to-extrapolate means to plot or imagine
a situation or relationship that does not as yet exist on the basis of
one that does exist. It is what an insurance expert does when he cal-
culates probabilities, or what an industrial executive does when he
calculates the graph of a future business upswing on the basis of a
rresent trend. A very simple and much-used example goes as fol-

ows: In the 1920s radios were cumbersome affairs with large tubes
and other space-consuming paraphernalia. Today we have compact
bedside sets as small as a shoebox. Therefore it would be reasonable
to suppose that in the future radio sets could become small enough
to be set in a ring and worn on a finger.
IN science fiction extrapolation is pursued with a nonchalance
that would scandalize an old-fashioned ecrystal-gazer. Any
known fact, gadget or hypothesis may be extrapolated into fan-
tasy. From present-day phonetics, for example, one may extra-
Eolate a universal language communicated by means of wKisl]ing,
rom the present calculating machine, one may extrapolate a world
in which all thinking is done by machinery. From the present, rath-
er rudimentary atom bomb, one may extrapolate explosive mecha-
nisms capable of demolishing whole galaxies in one sizzling flash.

The science-fiction writer may extrapolate to his heart’s content,

Bems belong to the semiliterate underworld of science fiction
where comic strip characters like Buck Rogers and Superman rub
elbows with those of the low-brow space opera pulps. They are the
dragon- or octopuslike creatures who kidnap luscious maidens clad
in scanty space suits. They and the maidens often adorn the cov-
ers of prozines, and the fen are willing to tolerate them as subjects
for cover pictures. But as ingredients of STF they are frowned
upon as corny, unscientific and childish, and no self-respecting edi-
tor of a high-class prozine would permit them inside the covers of
his magazine. It was, in fact, the exploitation of a special type of
bem that led, several years ago, to the most celebrated rumpus
that rocked the world of science fiction—the Shaver hoax.

The Shaver business mainly concerned a race of malformed,
subhuman creatures called “deros” (from “detrimental robots™)
who inhabited a vast system of underground cities all over the
world. The original name of their habitat was Lemuria, and they
had once been slaves of a Lemurian master race. But this master
race had long since disappeared from the earth, leaving the igno-
rant and malicious deros in control of the great cities and wonder-
ful machines it had built. Since then the deros had occupied them-
selves mainly in persecuting the human race who lived on the crust
of the earth above them.

HE deros were responsible for all the evil in the world. All

catastrophes, from shipwrecks to sprained ankles, were di-
rectly attributable to their influence. They often appeared on the
surface of the earth and were sufficiently human in appearance to
pass unnoticed in a crowd. But they performed most of their har-
assments by telepathy, rays and other remote-control devices from
their subterranean homes. Their underground cities communi-
cated with the surface through various caves which were extreme-
ly dangerous for human beings to enter.

The deros first came to light in a story called “I Remember Le-
muria,” published in 1945 in Amazing Stories. The story was pur-
portedly the work of a Pennsylvania welder named Richard Sha-
ver who, it was alleged, had a ““racial memory” capable of recalling
events that had happened to mankind since the beginning of time.
The “racial memory” idea, it turned out later, was an editorial
device thought up by Raymond Palmer, editor of Amazing Sto-
ries, to lend verisimilitude to Shaver’s account of Lemuria.

The device proved unnecessary. Practically everybody seemed
to remember Lemuria. The deros were apparently as familiar to
Amazing Stories readers as they were to Shaver. Letters to the edi-
tor poured in at 10 times their usual volume. The letters stated that
Lemuria still existed, that the ground beneath dozens of American
cities was honeycombed with dero communities. Some identified
their neighbors as deros; others reported or hinted at personal en-
counters with deros carried out under conditions of incredible dan-
ger. The deros were referred to as “the fifth column from Hell.”

“For heaven’s sake drop the whole thing!” wrote an excited
ex-Air Force captain. “You are playing with dynamite. My com-
Fanion and I fought our way out of a cave with submachine guns.

have two 9-inch scars on my left arm. . . . My friend has a hole
the size of a dime in his right bicep. It was seared inside. How, we
don’t know. But we both believe we know more about the Shaver
mystery than any other pair. . . . Don’t print our names. We are
not cowards, but we are not crazy.”

Editor Palmer expressed skepticism over these letters but con-
fessed with an appropriate show of reluctance that the mounting
evidence of the existence of deros seemed overwhelming. Circula-
tion zoomed. In the interests of science Palmer went to visit Shaver
in his home and came away hinting darkly at strange happenings.

Welder Shaver subscquently paid a return visit to Editor Palm-
er, and after he left, Editor Palmer experienced an incredible visi-
tation of fleas. Queried, Welder Shaver insisted he had never been
bothered by fleas. Obviously it was the work of the deros.

Expeditions were planned by readers to certain caves that were
thought to be entrances into Lemuria, but anonymous telephone
calls warned the participants of the danger of death. Edltnrg’alm-
er rerorted that the keys of his typewriter had been mysteriously
mutilated and later revealed that his life had been threatened. By
this time deros had been hooked up with virtually every mysteri-

ous or unexplained occurrence reported in the news. They were
held responsible for the disappearance of Justice Crater, for the
mysterious “‘air raid” over California just after Pearl Harbor, for
the reports of flying saucers. They were reported as far north as
the Aleutians, where they were said to be using cigar-shaped space
ships. A colony of them was detected in caves on Mount Shasta

Finally the fen couldn’t stand it any longer. Editor Palmer, in
their eyes, was debasing the ethics of science fiction in a shameless

bid for circulation by presenting fiction in the guise of fact. The
Queens (N.Y.) Science Fiction League passed a resolution expres-
sing the opinion that the Shaver stories were actually endanger-
ing the sanity of their readers and brought this resolution to the
attention of the Society for the Suppression of Vice. Delegates to
a Philadelphia fan conference threatened to draw up a petition
to get the Post Office to ban Amazing Stories from the mails. The
fanzines bellowed for Editor Palmer’s scalp. At this point some-
body, according to Palmer, convinced his publisher, William B.
Ziff of the Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, that the theories of
Shaver and Palmer were in flat contradiction to Albert Einstein’s
Theory of Relativity. This, obviously, was too much. The Shaver
stories were discontinued; Editor Palmer, still affirming his faith
in the existence of deros, resigned his job.

More recently the fen have been turning their guns on John W.
Campbell Jr., the editor of Astounding Science Fiction. Like other
science-fiction editors, Campbell has got into trouble walking the
fine line dividing fantasy from fact. It was Astounding Science Fic-
tion that published Cleve Cartmill’s story describing the method
of setting off the atom bomb. The story appeared during World
War IT when this whole matter was considered top secret, and then
some. Army intelligence suspected a leak. Apparently, however,
Cartmill’s story was not the work of spies but simple coincidence.
Campbell convinced Army intelligence of Astounding Science Fic-
tion’s good faith, and the incident has since been widely regarded
by fans as one of those great occasions when science fiction got the
jump on science.

Later Campbell published “The Aphrodite Project.” This had
to do with an experiment in which Cal Tech astronomers sent a
rocket to the vicinity of Venus, and was presented as an abstract of a
government scientific bulletin. Campbell, of course, could claim
that any intelligent person should know automatically that it was
fiction, whether so labeled or not. But the fen began to grumble.

Whatever the Russians think, editors of science fiction can con-
gratulate themselves that many of the nation’s scientists read their
magazines as avidly as cowboys read westerns. Cyberneticist Nor-
bert Weiner has confessed to being a fan. So has Nobel Prize-win-
ning Geneticist Herman J. Muller. The libraries at Los Alamos,
Brookhaven, Oak Ridge and the other centers of U.S. atomic re-
search handle much more science fiction per customer than those
in average locations.

Scientists also write a considerable amount of science fiction. Eric
Temple Bell, noted mathematician at Cal Tech, is known to mil.
lions of science-fiction fans for his stories under the pseudonyth John
Taine. [saac Asimov, a teacher of biochemistry at Boston University
and a cancer research specialist, writes numerous novels and stories
dealing with robots. Robert S. Richardson, an astrophysicist at Mt.

Wilson and Palomar observatories, writes science fiction under the
name Philip Latham. Writer H. Chandler Davis teaches mathe-
matics at the University of Michigan. J. J. Coupling is the pseu-
donym of John R. Pierce, a radar expert at the Bell Laboratories.
Raymond F'. Jones is a government weather bureau observer in Phoe-
nix, Ariz.; George 0. Smith is a radio design engineer. And such
ace science-fiction writers as Murray Leinster (Will F. Jenkins),
Robert Henlein, Ray Bradbury and Ted Sturgeon, who are not
practicing scientists, probably absorb more scientific literature in
the course of their work than most scientists do.

The science-fiction reader—whether he is an “insurgent,” a fan or
a simple space opera enthusiast—is apt to maintain that science
fiction is not fantasy at all. He will point out that we are living in a
very strange world where the most bizarre hypotheses are being
proved right practically every day. Calculating machines are actu-
ally replacing human beings to a considerable extent. Robots of
many kinds are already in use. Five years ago the U.S. Army Signal
Corps did touch the moon with a radar impulse. The electron micro-
scope (LiFE, April 23) has recently made molecules practically as
tangible as bales of hay. Methods for utilizing atomic power are now
on the drawing hoard. Rocket propulsion has already solved the
major problem of space travel, z.e., how to voyage through a vae-
uum. Only a few details concerning fuel and finance remain to be
worked out before man can actually voyage to the moon. Fantasy?
Why, today a man who has got his eye on a neat little bit of acreage
alongside the Copernicus Crater of the moon is no crackpot; he is
jUS[ an unusua“y pmgrossi\'e reallor.

This is, of course, the optimistic view. A great deal of today’s
science fiction—especially at the more intellectual levels—takes a
dimmer view of scientific progress. It depicts man as the helpless
victim of his own machines.

Out of five stories in a recent issue of Galaxy Magazine, for exam-
ple, three are overcast with unmistakable gloom. In the first, an
interplanetary visitor is pained by the lack of international and
interracial cooperation on earth, hopes to remedy the situation by
uniting carthmen against a common enemy, fails and concludes
that earthmen are just no good. In the second, a hapless human
named Love finds that in a world dominated entirely by calculat-
ing machines his name is a dirty word. In company with a group
of other ingratiating outcasts, he escapes to another planet where
love is recognized as a virtue. In the third story, laid somewhere
in the remote future, moral values have sunk so low that all in-
telligent people are slaves to morons, and civilization has general-
ly gone to pot. A real estate salesman resuscitated from 1988 A.D.
offers to help the intelligent people, starts a campaign advertis-
ing rocket trips to Venus and cajoles all the morons into rockets
which leave the earth and conveniently blow up in outer space.
Rid of the morons, the intelligent people then discover that their
benefactor, the man from 1988, has become a dictator, so they send
him out to blow up in space too, This sort of thing, one can as-
sume, is not entirely fantasy either.




Luckily, I don't have to translate articles in English. Just read it!
Below is Washington Post also writing about the early-50s sf boom. About 1 million copies of the sf
mags were at the time sold monthly of the two dozen sf mags offered on the newsstands, we learn.
But fans, as we know them, were only 2000-2500. | have lost the exact date but the year is 1951:

By William Hines

There's a wonderful family
nanred Steln,
There's Gert, and thero's Em
aid here's Eing
Giert's poems are bunk,
Ep's statues are junk,
Amnid no one can underatand Ein,
This well-known lmerick em-

phastzes  one  aspeel  of  tho
Breln “{nmily"  but  overlooks
another, vastly move important

one: Ench “Sleln™ s the pation
ARAlNL of A strange new  arl
form—and of them all, Ein is
the Bteln whose influence on
the arts ls lkely to be the
grontest and longest lasting.

If 1t hind not been for Prof.
Alpert Einsteln and his famous
eguation on the Intervelntion of
mattor and cnecgy, L I Im=
wrobable  that  sclencae
wouledl be the vising stay of
lteravy rospeciabllity it is
totloy. Thore have been sclences
fiction wrilters o the spoce
apeia sonse of the termi sinco
Roman days, and same of them
have beenn glent, 1. G Wells
and Juies Verne os exnumples.
But only recently has science
Tiction bocoma widely rond, and
Dy, Elnsteln ean be thankod
—or blamed—{or s emergonce.

When the atomle bomb wns
dropprd on Japan in August,
1045, sclonco ficllon came of
e, necording tn s best-known
edltor andd aulbority, John W,
Campbell, Jr, editor of Astound=
ing Sclence Fletlon Magazine.
And In less than seven Years,
rolenen flobion has grown from
01 obsoure type of pulp mago-
xine writing to a lteravy form
familine Lo most Amerieans,

Ocanaslonnlly, the news cols
umns carry stovles which Inei-
uale that this new Wileravy form
mny be more sclonce angd Jess
Netlon than one ordinarily would

think. The  “fiving  &snoeer’
storles ave an cxample, An-
wihior, whieh gquotod a veputable

xolentiat s precieting the estnb-
lishment of o military lookout
post 1,000 mlles up in spaee,
made front poagos Inst week.
All-Porvasive

Ignoved By malor publishers
and magnzine eiditors  before
World War II, scienee fietlon
today hns invaded the binpest
book Nhouses, Lthe pages of slick
magnamnes, the television chan-
nels, the radio woves, Lhe comie
books—even rwith renewed,
rost-Bick Togors  vigor' Lhe
newspaper eomic stvips.  rom
Jusion few thousand afeionados
& deende apo, sclence Notion's
market has prown to the point
where about 160,000 pevsons buy
1 milllon copiles of sclence fle-
hien  pngwsines monthly and
whiere the lelevislon spice npera,
Captain Video," runs neck-aned-
neck in stener populnrity with
the celebented |mp|w| show,
HiCuleln, Fran and Ollie.

Yel even among \-.an-s Al
publishers  of  solenee  fictlon
there s no close agreement on
wlhat science flctlon 15, One
n\nl‘aliu siys Ceorge Orwell's

Whs @ prlme  exnmple

This article seems rather insightful.

number of active fans (according to sf editors) were only 2-2.5K. Few of

To Lhe avernge reader, selence fiction is the stuff in the cenier of the pleture; to publishers, IU's the stufl at the corners.

of the orafi; sanother says it
was politien! satire and not
sclence fctlon Al all. A Dbook

publishoer nsserts that sclence
fletion I8 escape literature; one
of the top writers in the field
snys that sclence flctlon at-
temnpts to explore the future of
the race on the basis of what
we know now, and adds, "if sueh
is pseape literature, then so |4

an Insurance policy.”
Even the brondest definition
of science fiction—that it Is a
k Its

By uniocking the atom, man
inevitably unlocked the unlverse,
And It became apparent that
technology finally had caught up
with, and had overtaken, hu-
manity ftself,

Early sclence fletlon accented
the machine authors were
preascupled with gncdgets. Now,
however, the spotlight is on
people—thelr effect on the tools
of spacecralt and the gadgets’
effect on them. This sober and
relatively adult philosophy may

branelr of fant
opponents, who contend that
there j& nothing basically fan-
tnstle aboul sclenee fiction, as
leng as it Is founded on well-
kngwin physieal laws, Some will
podso far As to say that =
soundly sclentifie report on &
future trip to the moon is no
more fantasy Lhan LOMOTIOW'S
tile tebles—and o good deanl
less -thnn tomorrow's weather
forecnst,
Papularity No Riddle

But regurdless of what science
Nelion is, It ls easy to determine
why L hos become so popular,
Aund that gets back Lo the third
member of the “Steln family,”

1.

When the fist bomb  was
dropped, It was convineing testi-
mony to the covrectness of Bin-
&tein’s Lheories of the cosmas.

ake fation
greal lterature.

Although there are ng great
wrlters In the feld yet, there are
good ones, And if trash s silll
betng printed In the gulse of
sclence fletlon, the proportion
of really good wrlting is In-
creasing ropidly.

Credit for thils development
ean be given, largely, Lo three
magazines among the two dozen
or 8o currently being published,

©Oldest and Iargesi—and best
known—is Astounding, with a
cliculation estimated (by iLs op=
position) nt sbout 100,000 and
(by {ts management) at 150,000
& month. Its 41-year-ald editor,
Jolhin Campbell, says Astounding
Belence Fictlon s almed at
people who think for a Nving
and who like to think for re-
Iaxstion. It contalna solentifie-
ally sound stories and an oc-

casional technleal artiele of the
highest authienticity. Many of
these articles are virtual "learned
papers,” ASF, more than any
other magazine, hins built up the
stars of sclence fletlon—Robert
Helnleln, Isanc Asimov, Murray
Leinster, A. E, Van Vogt, and the
like. At spveral engineering and
technical schools, Mr. Campbell
says, Astounding outsells such
mass circulation magesines as
the Saturday Evening Post,

Who Copies Whom?

Tounger than ASF, and
smalley, but appealing to the
same audience, is Galaxy, with
a circulntion of aboul 75.000.
The editors of the two books
are at odds on Lhe questlon of
who Is copying whom. which
may give an idem of theilr sim-
ilarity, At any rate. Galaxy is
A widely vead and well-edlted
peviodical.

‘The youngest of the big three,
but probably the most slEnifi-
cant from the lilerary point of
view, is Fantesy and Sclenca
Fictlon, A bi-monthly that Is
scheduled shortly fer monthly
publicatien. This book. as ils
name implies, prints two forms
af out-of-this-world llterature
without attempting demarca-
tion between the two. It has a
rether curious set-up: A mem-
ber of Lawrence Splvak's Mer~

It thinks Einstein and atomic power
explains the boost of sf (in the early 50s). “There are no great sf
authors but there are good ones”, e g Heinlein. We learn there were a
couple of dozen sf mags at this time, totalling 1 million in circulation,
which gave each +30K in sales. But some had more like Astounding, at
100K+ (but "outselling Saturday evening Post" sounds unlikely).
Paperbacks are said to sell 200-250K which sounds huge, but the

them could attend Worldcons. It was still too expensive with
transcontinental flights. The article is rather positive towards skiffy.

Finally, before we raced to the Moon, we raced the Atlantic. Charles

Lindbergh wasn't first, but first with a solo flight, in 1927. First were Alcock
and Brown, already in 1919 in a Vickers Wimy WWI bomber. But it could
have been a Norwegian! An engineer Kulbeck had plans for a 1917 trip in
a flying boat of his own design. Newspaper Social-Demokraten tells us

more, 4 Oct 1916 in “Who Will Be First Flying Over The Atlantic - A
Norwegian Aviator Has A Ready Plan. I'll summarise:

One engineer Kulbeck planned to use a “flying boat” (ie it could land on water) to
go from Falmouth, England, to Newfoundland and eventually New York, to win a|
prize of $50 000 set up by a newspaper. [There were several prizes. Lindbergh

cury Publications, it is edited at
Berkeley, Callf.,, by Anthony
Boucher and J. Francls Mo~
Comas, but editorial supervision
is mointained at New York by
Charles Angoff, executive editoy
of the chain. Mr. Angofl says
this works out fine; the Messrs,
Bouecher and MceComas each go
to New York once a year, but
otherwlse run thé show from
the West Coast. F&SF is re-
puted to have a clreulation of
60,000 Lo 75,000 copies an Issue.

A particulariy Interesting
thing about F&SF is the num-
pber of widely known general
fiction writers it has presented
to  selence fActlon readers.

Belles-Lettres Go Out of This World as Science Fiction Grows Up -

Schuster are among the pub-
lshers on the bandwagon.

‘When sclence fiction is not
too far out of this world, it is
a good gemble for publishers of
2-cent pocket-type ‘books.
These need = sale of perhaps
200.000 coples to make the nut,
Many publishers who have relled
in the past on mysteries are
offering space opera to the rail-
road statlon trade and having
no trouble s=elling 250,000 to
300.000 copies at & quarter a
throw

The Heinlein Output
Robert Heinleln is to sclence

“ficlion what Erle Stanley Gard-

ner iz to whodunits. He I8 =
prolific writer and 15 going over
big In the pocket editions. He®
is, however, much more of a
craftsman In his feld than
Gardpnet, Is In his, and ms such
deserves special mentlon,

Part of Heinlein's success a5 a
sclence  fletion  writer comes
from his sound engineering
background. A graduate of An-
napolis, Heinlein understands
the plysical principles he writes
about, eand weaves them unob-
Lrusively loto convincing story
lines.

Ta non-fan readers, apd even
to those who ordinarvily would
not touch science fiction with a
10-light-year pole. Heinlein is
acceptable because his stories
are basicnlly about peopls. He
is the compiler of Lhe “futlure
history of the solar system,"
which covers the period 1975-
2600, His history unfolds rea-
sonably—so reaseonably that the
reader finds mothing strange
about a history of things that
have mnot yet happened. It is,
secording to Heinlein, a good
meny vears after 1975 before
spaee travel begins, and then it
starts logically—first 1o the
moon, then ta the nearby plan-
els. His characters get them-
selves Into the same situations
we do today and why shouldn't
they: Is there any resson that
men In 2052 should behave or
react differently {rom those of
1952—or 18527 Heinleln says no.

Challenge for Whodunits

Some literary men predict the
eventual ascendancy of space
opera over whodunit—as soon
as the availability of writing
talent inereases a bit. "This day
apparently is mwot far off,
Fantasy and Science Fiction was

Among them are Ollver La-  giged five times in a yecent short
F‘alge andru Maurois, Elizabeth story anthology and a eollec-

Ll ephens. Jan  gion of 10 science fictian sStorics
Su ul.her James Thurber snd published recently came half
Robert Graves. The ine {rom fietion ine:
niga  has discovered SWANEC pnd holf from slloks. Mr. An-
tales by Danlel Defoe and

Charles Dickens, and is groom-
fng its own new talent, such =s
Winona MeClintie and Richard
Matheson.

Hard Care of Fandom

Much has heen made of the
=cicnce fictlon fan and his ef-
fect om this lterary form.
Practicing writers and editors,
biowever, are inclined to dis-
count the importance of the
true fan, whe jolns elubs and
talks m Jjargon of his own. One
editor. thinks there are aboub

2.000 fans In the country, an- °

ather says 2,500. Neithor fig-
ure Is a substantial part of the
thriving market.

‘To the man In the hard-
scrabble book-publishing game,
howeyer, the true fan has one
value: He ecan be depended on
to buy almost anything that is
published, ton Goodman,

gofl predicts that it will not he
long before Harpers and Atlantic
start using sclence fletion. Un-
der his. editorship in the 40s,
the old American Mercury be-
came one af the st gquality
magazines to toy with this story
forin.

Sclence fiction definitely is
growing wp and in the process
it is apandoning the Bug-Eyed
Monster (or BEM, as science-
fictloneers call him)  unless
there: i3 some good resson that
he should be both bug eyed and
B maonster, A reveoaling exam-
ple of this was In the sevial,
“Revolt of the Triffids,"” in Col-
liers a year or 50 ago.

The author took note of the
fact that the atmosphere of
Venus is largely carbon dioxide,
a gas that would suffocabte any
form of animal life, But carbon
dioxlde nourishes plants. So

head of Merlin Press, a
fletlon house in New York, says
he needs 7,600 snles to make
his “nut”—the cost of puttlng
the book on the market. One-
third of the nut is assured when
a solence fiction book is pub-
lished, making the venture
somewhat less hazardous than
some other forms of publishing.
In ‘addition to eriln  Press,
Shasia (a Chicago house) slso
speejplizes In  sclence fNctlon.
And the science fNetion output
of the bizger houses is growing,
oo, Serlbners, Doubleday,
Little-Brown =and Slmon &

the  trifd ng of
Venus—were intelligent plants
withh the power of Jocomotion.
Impossible? Well, there are
plants on earth that have some-
thing llke a low form of intelli-
genpe-——the Venus fly-trap for
exampie, And this same plant's
ability to snap its leaves shut
on an insect Is certainly di-
reeted motion of a sort. The
trifids were just vastly smarter,
vastly mors mobile plants. And
why not?

Anyway, that was Lhe author's
story, and several million teaders
were stuck with it

\Vem flyger forst suver Atlanten?

En norsk avielér har planen klar.

1 8:4 Tohns = #L hn do hars
en liten fur ph 1900 Y= Wl Newyerk,
aek mhlae BT shie



won one of $25 000 specifically for going to Paris./ Kulbeck hoped to get ships stationed along the route in
case of emergency. As he had a “flying boat” he could land in the sea and wait for help. His airplane
(Lindbergh's Spirit of S:t Louis in parenthesis) had a wingspan of 19 metres (14), empty weight 0.90 ton
(0.97), engine 250 hp (223 hp). You see an illustration of his machine in the article.

| have no idea what happened to his plans, because Kulbeck (first name unknown) isn't mentioned
anywhere with Atlantic crossing plans. | suppose he ran into problems of some sort. In fact, | find
noting at all anywhere about an engineer Kulbeck. If you know more, let me know!

This Norwegian is one of the forgotten aviation pioneers.

If the War Comes

As a Certain Maniac known as Mr P threatens the world with nukes, it may be wise to have a look at
the pamphlet the Swedish government published in 1918, If Crisis or War Comes. Well before Covid
and Putin's war it was distributed to every household and done in several languages, incl English:
https://rib.msb.se/filer/pdf/30307.pdf

We learn for instance that beside military conscription there is also civil conscription, where you up
to the age of 70 may be drafted the help out in the civil defence (first aid, preparing shelters,
distributing help, air raid work etc). The military presently uses “selective conscription”, ie everyone -
incl women - are called to a draft board for tests and interviews and the best (presently 8 000+/year)
are selected. Military service is voluntary for women, but they may be drafted to compulsory civil
defence duties. You may also be required to stay in your job position if deemed important for society.
Not mentioned is the Home Guard, comparable to the US National Guard, which is voluntary,
presently consisiting of ca 40 000 reasonably well-armed and trained men and women. When the
regular army was downsized in the 1990s much of their heavy weaponry went to the Home Guard.
They go through a basic course - many are BTW trained previous conscripts now too old (but still fit) -
and train regularly over a week or weekend. Home Guard applications spiked after Putin's invasion of
Ukraine.
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Total defence i
The term “votal defience” denotes all activities that are needed
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COMES - i
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Swoden's milleary defesce condes of the Swedish Armund
Faree, including the Home Guand, and o number of other
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much missing!

All built up areas have sirens to signal “be prepared” or “air attack” and those are tested 3 o'clock
the first Monday every quarter. One Hans Lundberg even wrote an alt history about the sneaky
Russians aunching an attack one of these Mondays, Monday Three O'Clock. There are shelters for
ca 70% of the population, the rest are to be evacuated to the countryside, where for instance thre two
million summer houses Swedish families have mybe used. Below we also learn about different forms
of attack and find the famous words:

All information to the effect that resistance is to cease is false.
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publicity I'll only give you the initials: BS, PC FL who reminded me of R K/pllng 's airship story “With the
Night Mail” (I may dig up more on airships in the future!) — SB, JC, HG. If you have comments, be To The
Point. I'll edit comments, but less babbling means less editing.
Henry Grynnsten: "Lots of interesting stuff - you never run out of things to write about!” Rarely. | read a lot, follow
news, read things on the net, watch TV, and | have a rather wide interest in things (science, literature, history,
culture, language, technology, etc) so things to write about always pop up! S¥y¢You tackle one of the hardest
questions in life - what is consciousness? My attempt: It's an emerging quality of an information system of enough
capacity and complexity and the right design. There may be several viable designs, but one design we know works
is the neural network. Y5y The answer to the suggestion "A god created the world” is: it says nothing because if a
god created everything, who or what created that god? A supergod created god who then created the universe!
Well, who created the supergod then? (and so on). Y%y Crime fic "structure is the same: there is a crime, a
murder, and someone has to find out who” dunnit. That's only one strain of crime fic, the classic whodunnit Genres
evolve. We have now also the police procedual, the psychological thriller, the cosy crime, etc Sy “It's difficult to
see how it would be theoretically impossible to replicate one info system in another” (=uploding the consciousness
to eg a computer). It may be very difficult, yes, staggerlingly difficult bordering - but not crossing over into - the
impossible, but theoretically it could be done. As information handling is media independent, a certain biological
body is unnecessary Yy That there would be processes in consciousness having a "quantum state” is just a
theory. | have my doubts about that theory. Quantum states deal with single elementary particles, but the structures
carrying consciousness uses millions and billions of atoms and their elementary particle - quantum states drowns
and play no role in such a mass. Yyvy Star Trek “"transporters” are probably unattainable - reading the properties of



all the particles in the body in one moment can't be done. Yyvy "Making a copy, however exact, does not make the
consciousness the same”. | say it does. It would pass the Duck test. Consciousness B would behave, contain, walk,
talk and swim the same. Yyvy¢ You try word
magic. Consciousness is BOTH a thing, phenomenon and a process, thought processes can't be duplicated you
claim. Yes they can. Just put the things copied in the same positions and press Start! Y5y “consciousness process
is tied to a specific body” | doubt it, as info processes are media independent. Yy "you cannot make a copy that is
the original” The only things that matters is that the copy works exactly the same. Y¥v¥ "We change throughout life,
and a baby is almost unrecognizable in the old man, while the consciousness remains the same.” No, it isn't the
same. We all change a bit all the time. The trick is that the change is so slow that we get the illusions of being the
same being throughout, but I'm rather sure that my consciousness now isn't the same as when | was 10 years old.
Y1 As for the question if a robot may have a consciousness, your argument goes something like this: A robot may
be programmed to do this or that, which makes it a slave and we would never accept a conscious being as a slave.
My reply: But we would! Men have been made into slaves for thousands of years. It's another matter if it's ethically
sound. Ethics is BTW nothing that influences status or processes in the physical world. If it's possible for an
electronic robot brain to have a consciousness it isn't made impossible by something thinking it would lead to
unethical consequences. The robot brain will be what it is and do what it does no matter the ethics. You for instance
say "Do you then mean that humans are to be treated as machines? Or that machines should be treated as
humans? Both positions are ludicrous.” It's as if you think robots can't have consciousness because machined can't
be treated as humans... But they can! (As for how "moral subjects” should be treated, it's a very complicated
question. Preliminary, any being carrying self-consciousness is a moral subject which requires certain treatment.
Note how | usually let higher primates, elephants, dolphins etc be an "open question” regarding this.) Yxyy "being
conscious means robots are just like humans...conscious robots are humans” No, | don't think so. Consciousness
may have variations. An alien or robot may have consciousness but NOT be ”just like” humans. BTW, | use the
concept "moral subject” for when ethics apply, not "being human”. Y¥vy¥

/AE: they may be, to some extent!/ ..

It'd be impossible presently, as no such technology exist. But if it did exist some
would use chimps that way, as many have no qualms about having slaves, Yy ‘consciousness will not pop up
because a program is complex...nothing to do with the amount of things but the quality of things” It need to be of the
right construction too! The right construction adds quality. Y¢vy "we don’t even know the recipe of the tasty dish”
(consciousness). But we do know, but at least are beginning to know it. The recipe is: build neural networks and
train them. Y5y "No they don’t. There is no consensus at all about what consciousness is.” The successes of
trained neural networks (“large language models”) moves a lot of scientists towards consensus. Yyvy
"consciousness can’t be reduced to just information processing” Much points towards that it can. We get a situation
where the Duck principle applies. If something behaves as expected by a consciousness, in every tiny detail, it IS
consciousness. Txyy My idea is that it /consciousness/ depends on a duplication of sense input combined with
memory.” Sensory input and memory are things machines excel in! Y¥y¥ ’| don't think that even if we built a Rube
Goldberg machine the size of the galaxy it would become conscious.” It would, if correctly constructed, though It
may be very slow. Here's BTW a video about a very simple "computer” using rolling marbles
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BOvLL80ok8I

William McCabe: | hope your health issues sort themselves out! Yyyy Sf claimed not to be sf? It used to happen
before, a few decades ago, but is less common now. We have for instance Swedish author PC Jersild wo used to
write sf-but-not-sf but has changed his mind. | heard him myself during a meeting in the SF Bookstore admit that
much of his stuff was indeed skiffy. T¢%y Yes, the Russians still run their space program. A new crew with a Russian
+ Americans went up to ISS and two cosmonauts and an astronaut went down in a Sojuz.
Https://www.nasa.gov/missions/station/nasas-spacex-crew-9-to-conduct-space-station-research/ vy Europe has
a space base in French Guiana, South America. ESA satellites are launched from there. Shortly Esrange in
Swedish Lapland will also be launching satellites. It's satellite-ready, the facilities for it are already in place.

Heath Row: Finncon used to have 5-8000 attendees, but that was because it was co-organised with Animecon
(Japanese animated films). Lots of young girls turned up. Finncon has now skipped Animecon,and 1000-1500
attendees remains. The Finncons have always been the biggest in the Nordic region. My Finncon report was a bit
thin is due to that most of the program was in Finnish. | think | reported on all the non-Finnish program | actually
attended. (Swedish national cons tend to have more in English.) % Thanks for the APA list link! ¥ vt I've made a
complete”scan” (in reality snapping the pages with a mobile) of Var Rymd. It's of questionable quality but everything
is readable. complete”scan” (in reality snapping the pages with a mobile) of Var Rymd. It's of questionable quality
but everything is readable.

Garth Spencer: As an outsider, | have only two thoughts about CUFF: 1) The winning delegate should attend an
sf con, 2) it would be good if CUFF was based on traditional, fannish fandom. ¥y Nice the see that all that fannish
material in the form of the VCON tapes will be taken care of, and to be digitalised. No fannish material should be
thrown away. | see fandom, traditional fannish fandom, as an interesting social and cultural phenomenon and
material about it must be kept for future studies.I'm also impressed by Fanac.org's scanning of old fanzines. They
claimed to have 500 00 fanzine pages scanned. A gold mine for researchers, and AFAIK all of it is available for
download! That's something eg somebody like me want to access and do research with. Fan Tomas Cronholm has
to a lesser degree scanned some historical Swedish fanzines, incl a full run of SF Forum. Yy | didn't understand
the piece of faanfiction you had in Brownian Motion...

Jefferson Swycaffer: Normally, you don't use Al through”Al software”. It's far too complex to find place in
downloadable software. You go to an Al site on the net. Here are some sites: https://www.canva.com/ai-art-

generator/ https://deepai.org/ https://www.craiyon.com/ https://www.freepik.com/ai/image-generator - but there are
more, some free, some require subscription fees. Sometimes you get a few “credits” to use per day. YyvyWhen |
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went to Poland for a con (early noughties) and most Polish fans i spoke to didn't like Stanislaw Lem. He was seen
as a smart-ass sitting in an Ivory Tower. Lem also had a dispute with the SFWA in the 1970s (which emphasizes the
smart-ass aspect) https://www.depauw.edu/sfs/notes/notes12/notes.html sy / believe in “influential times”
theories of history .That resembles what is otherwise known as "Zeitgeist” ("Spirit of the times” in German), ie an
idea that influences society for a long time - several decades minimum - which many therefore are ready to
uncritically adopt because it's popular. Several Zeitgeists may be around at the same time. Communism is one
example, being influential from the early 1900s until the 1970s. Environmentalism is another one, from the 1960s
and to our days (many are still under its spell). "Trumpism” or the idea of a "deep state” has been around for the last
2-3 decades and will be around for some time more. Etc. Y5y FDR did mostly no harm and had good intentions,
but the fact is that the Great Depression wasn't reversed until the US industry began rearmament and draft began
so job positions increased, sometime around 1940.

George Phillies: Intermission #146 had some faanfiction.

Adrian Kresnak: Nothing to report...

Mark Nelson: | found Ake Swartz of V4r Rymd after a tip from a friend who had bumped into the guy in UFO
circles. But it took a while to find his E-mail address. Syy¢ | liked to hear about where "blurb” comes from.
Unexpected. vy To me ’literary fiction” is something like "a book by an author fitting acadenmia's literary studies
criteria from a reputable publisher”.

Samuel Lubell: | left Scotland the day after Glascon. You stayed and seemed to have a good time. (Nice to see a
little of the Scottish countryside. | haven't seen much of that., though | visited Scotland a total of four times.) Yy |
believe the view of the scientist changed a lot due to modern communication technology, a process taking a few
decades. Modern printing presses and the Linotype would spread stories about scientists. Movies would show
scientists in labs among test tubes and sparkling electric coils. Scientists would hold lectures via radio. The most
important person for a new view of the scientist was Albert Einstein, around 1920 when relativity was confirmed.
From-My-Inbox:be-to-the-point,-use-ahrvid@hotmail.com-not-the-gmail-distribution-address,-may-be-edited

Joseph Nicholas:Yes, there were problems with the organisation and management of the recent Glasgow
Worldcon - it would be unrealistic to expect that an event of such a size, when run on an entirely voluntary basis by
people who also have day jobs to pursue, could proceed without a few (large or small) hitches somewhere. That
the large size of the event made it difficult to find particular people, or to find them again, is just something one has
to work around, perhaps (for instance) by making arrangements to meet up (when, where, for how long) in advance
of the event. The bag searches on entry every time may have been irritating, but they had nothing to do with the
venue's staff expecting a younger and rowdier crowd: bag searches are now common in venues throughout the UK,
and have been undertaken at many of the larger venues (museums, art galleries, theatres) for many (many) years
before they were rolled out everywhere else. (I presume from your context that bag searches are not common, or
not undertaken at all, in Sweden.) But some of your complaints struck me as old fartish whinging that Things Just
Weren't The Same As They Used To Be -- for example, that the term "fanzine" has been appropriated by many
other subcultures and is no longer exclusive to ours; you clearly don't like that, but there's no going back. For
another example, that the convention catered for groups other than those who read books -- like it or not, science
fiction is now such a broad category, with such a broad meaning, that it will and does include gamers, followers of
TV shows, comics people, and many other groups. (As The Guardian newspaper put it some years ago, "Science
fiction has powered its way to full spectrum dominance of the cultural battlefield".) For yet another example, the
adoption of a code of conduct, which you see as infringing on free speech and being used to exclude people from
the convention, but which | see as a corrective to the everyday misogyny and racism which still persists in the wider
world, by creating a safe space for those who might see themselves as oppressed or discriminated against. (Bear
in mind also that it's not just SF conventions which have codes of conduct for attendees: they, or variations of them,
are deployed in and for other participatory events and conferences.) There were no tables of second-hand books
for sale because there are no second-hand book dealers - the margins are too small, the dealers have retired, what
second-hand book "trade" there still is now takes the form of donations to charity shops (which ruthlessly weed out
and send to landfill ninety percent of what they're given). And although you may be "tired" of panel discussions,
there will always be new people for whom they are a novel, interesting experience. (That some panellists don't
prepare themselves properly beforehand is regrettably a fact of life.) (FTR, there were lectures at the convention,
on a variety of subjects, by experts in the relevant field(s). Perhaps you didn't find them because you didn't have a
printed copy of the programme?) | didn't read the fanfiction (or "faanfiction", as you have it), because | have a blind
spot for it. And Glasgow only has one underground line because underground lines are bloody expensive things to
build. (The central section of what is now the Elizabeth Line, in London, cost an estimated £18.8 billion.)

Ed: Yes, I'm guilty of being an old fart thinking things were Much Better Way Back, eg thinking fandom is for books
and fanzines. | don't want bag checking seen as something natural. Intrusions into people's lives and movements
must be a rare exception under well-motivated special circumstances. As for CoCs, you only need to read through
them to see how twisted they are!" China bans and harrasses deviating opinions, sf cons shouldn't.

*The "Code of Conduct" (=CoC, https://glasgow2024.org/about/policies/code-of-conduct/) begins with a load of /c/r/a/p definitions as if
concocted by an evil Al. Then it declares itself to "discourage anti-social behaviour", but left undefined it means the con's Secret
Masters of Totalitarianism can do anything. They "prioritise marginalised peoples' safety over privileged", ie you are left under the bus if
you're not from a collective being favourised. CoC further claims to have jurisdiction over any electronic platform anywhere! If anyone
claims to be "bothered" you are "required to stop" at once. It includes "attempt to weaponize the CoC" (what does that even mean?).
You are not even allowed to talk about ("advocate") what the CoC claims as bad "behaviour"! And speaking of talk, they rule over your
language as you cannot "misgender”, which means they rule over science too. You're banned from recording sound or pictures around
you (perfectly lawful, otherwise). If someone claims to be "bothered" by clothes or something you wear - off with it! And shut up with
comments "intended to belittle", "reinforce social structures of domination","choices around disease mitigation", about "another's body"
and "microaggressions" (ie all talk is suppressed if someone claims to "feel bothered"). CoC wants "reverse discrimination" - any
ordinary Joe Fann becomes a target for anything - and encoursages "criticising racism, sexism, cissexism". We get a section where the


https://glasgow2024.org/about/policies/code-of-conduct/
mailto:ahrvid@hotmail.com
https://www.depauw.edu/sfs/notes/notes12/notes.html

Leigh Edmonds: | saw Intermission 46 on efanzines and downloaded myself a copy. | enjoyed reading it and
thought I'd drop you a short email to let you know how much fun | got from it. / Thanks!/ Not that | enjoyed your
mention of the Russian invasion of Crimea or the other things going on in the middle-east. | really didn't notice the
Olympic Games, partly because it took place on the other side of the world from me so sports fans had to stay up
really late or get up really early to see it live. | am not one of them so missed most of it although | did notice the way
the Australian media went off like fire crackers every time a local won a medal. The main thing | enjoyed was your
convention report. | wasn't there but a lot of my Australian fannish friends did go. | got the impression that it
attracted many fans because it was really the first accessible WorldCon since covid and everyone wanted to get

Lars LON Olsson illo! Is it a shoal of fish? A flight of birds? Or a cloud of insects? Why does English have
different collective nouns for every species?What's the collective noun for sf fans? A cask of fen?

back to them. Most of my friends who were there would agree with you that there was too much programming. |
suppose the problem is that people want to have their day (or 45 minutes) in the sun and time had to be made for
them. | also agree with you that almost everything that could be said in a panel program has already been said, so
why say it again. People had also mentioned to me the bag checks but not made much of a fuss about it. /AE: As
they had several venues you had to go pass bag checks maybe 10 times/dag. Irt becomes annoying!/ I've given
some thought to going to the WorldCon in Seattle next year to experience for myself these gigantic conventions, but
really | like smaller conventions so I'm planning to go to Corflu and the British Eastercon next year to see what they
are like. Covid really knocked the stuffing out of conventions in Australia and when they got going again they were
not large. | guess that the membership of the annual national convention in Canberra last year and the one in
Melbourne this year would not have had more than 200 members. That's a big drop from some of the bigger ones a
few years ago. However, that small size does mean it's relatively easy to catch up with all your mates there.Thanks
also for the faan fiction. | too have suffered from somebody thinking that | wrote media based fiction copying tv
shows when they found out that | wrote 'fan fiction'. | tried to explain the difference to them but their eyes glazed
over and they had no comprehension of what | was talking about. Their loss | reckon. The Tucker story was
amusing but was probably much funnier to members of the SF League at the time who got all the allusions. | also
liked your piece with all its fannish allusions but found it a bit preachy. All trufen know what's wrong with media
fandom but, in Australia at least, a few good fannish fans started in media before the scales fell from their eyes.
Thanks again for keeping me amused and informed by your fanzine. I'm attaching the latest copy of my fanzine as a
trade, although you might already have noticed it on efanzines.

Ed: / can't help preaching against media fans, masqueraders, gamers and such. They are not only shallow
imitators - copying comic book costumes, producing “fanfiction” based on other writers, building starship models
from TV - but also embarrassing poseurs. In interviews they go gosh-wow-boy-oh-boy. They have little interest in
science and technology - so called steampunkers are mostly into clothes and jewelry. Some want medieval times
back (forgetting plagues and famine) spending years forging chainmail. They march through the streets in their silly
dresses like exobitionistic children playing. It gives the real sf fandom a bad name, as media falls for the superficial
effect seeking of fringe fans. They walk like geeks, dress like geeks, speak like geeks, and they truly are geeks.
Unbearable!

Cnaea Yx<paural

CoC lies about UK law. Actually pornography, and some other things, aren't illegal, but on the con it's banned even to talk about it! Just
afew examplesof FUGGHEADED BULLSHIT!Worldcons criticise China for banning and harrassing deviant opinions, while
theydo the same! George Orwell wrote 1984 on the island of Jura, just west of Glasgow. There he had plenty of inspiration...
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Archive Midwinter: The Eclipse covers are
professional, and ran a bit over a thousand dollars
each. FanFic is a recruiting lure for the N3F, a lure
that so far has not worked as well as might have
been hoped.

Shepdon First is FanFic, all serial numbers erased,
is a sequel to The Midwich Cuckoos. However, |
open up the range of plausible responses to include
the outside world.

Analog? | submitted a story there recently, the odds
being very much against acceptance.

Intermission 146: Your fanfic lives up to the
standards of classic fan fiction, though perhaps not
quite up to the brilliance of The Eye of Argon, with
its multi-fauceted red emerald. (No, I did not make
that one up.) The tonnage of references in The Last
Fan was truly impressive.

RAIL #2: A complicated museum from the sound of
things. Do the trains have tracks that run between
the levels? That would be asking a lot of them.

Your superhero tale is very clever, at least so far.
People persuading things to happen by talking about
it rather than by punching opponents out is a nice
change. Your writing is solid. Please keep it up.

Brandy Hall: That was a fascinating list of SF
shows. | started with Captain Video (rarely seen
because the Dumont Network was not available in
Buffalo, where we lived; | only saw it when we
visited my Grandparents in Ellwood City. The
shows | saw fairly continuously were Captain Z-Ro
and then Commando Cody—Sky Marshall of the
Universe, followed by Rocky Jones Space Ranger
and iirc Superman.

About the time | became President of the N3F
N'APA was to of our wonderful fen exchanging
emails. | decided that we should revive it as a real
APA, and had fine fen in support. The full set of
issues from that time forward is on our web site
N3F.org.

Your airplane story sounds like an analysis that
would easily have been done wrong many times.

Snow Poster Township: My Fan Fiction in #271
was in its own zine, which may be in hiding
someplace. Thank you for your kind words. On a
different note, your supply of old motion picture ads
is remarkable.

Samisdat: Thank you for your kind words. Your
photos of Scotland were great! Your adventures in
con attendance and touring Scotland were
entertaining. Edison's War on Mars in the original
series in newspapers, or in the much later hardback,
had phrenology. The reprint in the back of the
Perry Rhodan novels had that edited out.

Brownian Motion: Fan Fiction about few —a noble
gesture! Fannish heaven is not quite what | would
have expected, but your description was truly
creative. As a secret plan to conquer the world,
running science fiction conventions to make money
is at least unique.

If you ever remember a brand name for the
USB+5.25" drive, please advise. | am relying on
alleged technical experts saying such a device is
not commercially available.

| hope that the ad trade with FanActivity Gazette
works.

FanFic will continue to advance.

Fan Fic

George Phillies

I will do a bit more of this, primarily to see if |
develop any interest from people who are not
regular contributors in publishing their fan fiction in

N'APA.

"Do | want to know how they managed the
kidnapping part?" Thornberry-Thistlewaite asked.



"Without the rest of you knowing and taking
corrective action.”

"l gather the American slang is 'they slipped her a
Mickey'," Edward answered. "Every evening she'd
stop at the Hart, buy a lemon soda, and go off
someplace to read. So they almost bought out the
lemon stock, left one behind, and somehow drugged
the one bottle. She went off, fell asleep, and found
herself way off out of town. They didn't get the
drug dose right. She woke up early, learned what
they were plotting, and made one of them kill the
other two. The survivor was the ringleader. She
ripped his mind to shreds."

"Truly evil of them. But why kidnap one of you, not
some street child in Birmingham, wherever? That
makes no sense."

"Thrill of the chase,” Edward answered. "She
looked. This trio had a long record of doing things
like this, in third world countries, while affecting to
be working for M.I. 5. When they were sent here,
they got bored."”

Mark stared at a puff of cloud. "So much," he
managed, "for the 'excellent vetting and careful
choice of agents'. Have you told my superiors?"

"We didn't know what to do. This happened a few
weeks ago. We wanted everything to stay peaceful
so people would keep liking us. Some of us wanted
to disappear, vanish from town. Others said stay
put."

"I'll communicate with Headquarters. There were
some odd notes about the trio. And I think I can
arrange a pardon for Penelope. Wait. How is she
taking this? It must be incredibly traumatic.”

"Telepathy can fix that. She let us fade her
memories." Edward helped himself to a biscuit.

"Charlotte was certain you aren't planning on killing
us," Edward continued. "So what do you want?
Yes, we both know...we could read your mind.
Carefully. But we'd rather talk. Yes, I could tell
what you're thinking. The why is harder to find, but
you could tell us."”

"What do you know," Mark began, "about how and
why you're here?"

"Some nuclear mutation,” Edward answered.
"That's what they — some boffins from the local
polytechnic — told our parents, soon after we were
born."

"And they believed that?" Mark responded.
"Mutations don't work that way."

"We don't all agree,” Edwards said. He paused to
fling a petal skipping across the inlet. "Some
believe it. Charlotte thinks something else is going
on. She's the real brain of our nest."

So much, Thornbury-Thistlewaite thought, for
claims they're all about equally smart.

"She's right,” Mark answered. "It's a somewhat
long story, most of which I suspect I don't know.
Did anyone ever mention the day everyone fell
asleep?"

Edward shook his head.
"It's a long story,” Mark began. "You see..."

Rather later, the bag of cookies depleted, Mark
finished. "That's what | know."

"But why do you think there are space aliens?"
Edward asked. "Radar tracks of UFOs?"

"For once | have to ask you to read my mind," Mark
said. "It's two photographs. Caution. They might
be extremely frightening.” He described the two
images.

The characteristic glow formed near Edward's eyes.

"Yes, | see them. Ugly, aren't they?" Edward said.
"I never had a clue they existed. And your bosses
had these photographs, but we never found out."

"l infer that my higher-ups are extremely cautious
about who gets to visit your village. They must
have been cautious when you broke up that spy
ring, too."

&&&&&



--- My actual fiction writing recently was a tale for
Chris Nuttall's Fantastic Schools series of short
story collections.
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2 November 2024
Comments:

Cover: Jose Sanchez: Magnificent! Historically accurate, and
breathtaking!

Ahrvid Engholm: The U.S. election will be over by the time you
read this... It’s probably best for me not to discuss it, although, like
most people in the U.S. — and probably world-wide — | have some
very strong opinions. | do agree with your historical aside that
Trump was not the worst President in U.S. history. Andrew Johnson,
for one, was worse, giving the Old South the go-ahead to create the
Ku Klux Klan, leading to the murder of thousands. That’s squarely
on Johnson’s head. He gave tacit permission for it to happen. James
Buchanan was also a very bad President, and poor John Adams, for
whom one might have as much sympathy as blame, was also a true
mess. We started out so well, with George Washington...and then
stumbled badly with our second Chief Exec.

Delightful History Corner! I’d never heard of Christopher
Polhem before, but he seems to have been a sterling polymath, not to
mention a brilliant mechanician and artificer!

Ahrvid Engholm: Great write-up of Glascon! And the History
Corner was great fun, with the history of the Beanie, with and
without the Propeller!

Fun fanfic re REH vs HPL, and the feuding varieties of
Fandom. I’ve seen the Litfans vs Mediafans tension at work, and, of
course, I’ve been right at the heart of the creation of — and backlash
against — furry fandom. I also witnessed Robert Asprin’s rise and
fall with the Mongol Horde as a subset of the SCA. One thing fans
are good at, and that’s feuding!

George Phillies: T'll send you notice via email, but, alas, the 2024
N3F Short Story Contest will almost certainly need to be canceled,
as, even this late in the year, we have no submissions.

The Martian War Machine from AresCorp sounds like fun. |
will note that April Fool’s Day is some distance behind us, but this is
an excellent spoof, and a delight to experience!

Fun bit of FanFic, very personable. You do dialogue quite
well, and your depiction of genteel society is superb.



Adrian Kresnak: Nifty pics and write-up from the Cincinnati
Museum Center!

Rct me, the X-Babies are lots of fun! I’ll look up Agents of
Chaos and Shri! Thank you for letting me know!

Fun segment of “The Foxhaven Disaster.” Good dialogue
and characterization, although no action, just conversation.

Mark Nelson: Fun autobiography and personal origin of your
involvement in fandom! We all seem to have arrived by a quirky
route! The origin of a fan is highly contingent, and often “unlikely”
in a statistical sense. If there are “alternate realities,” there are
probably only a few in which fans are, in fact, fans!

“I’ve realised...that 1 am uncapable of defining literary
fiction..” TI’ll gladly join you there! I can define “mainstream”
fiction, simply as fiction about real people in the everyday world
doing ordinary things. The Great Gatsby comes to mind. But what
makes a novel “Literary?” Is it allusions to other literary material,
such as having a character named after a Dickens character? s it
linguistic, with some special attention to grammar? Is it
“Introspection” and hyper-awareness of cognitive and emotional
status? (“Jack wondered, and then wondered about wondering. He
took this to the third degree, and then the fourth. Is there any limit to
this, he wondered.”) 1 sense that there is a kind of pretension, of
self-awareness, of intent, to some literary fiction, as if the author is
deliberately trying to be “Relevant.”

Heath Row: Nifty that the old jerk-rag Hustler can have imaginative
and historically interesting articles for their Halloween issue! | had
thought that Hustler lacked depth absolutely, and I’'m pleasantly
surprised to learn otherwise! A retrospective on Scream Queens
sounds like a jolly lot of fun!

Thank you very kindly for the link to CMRO Travis Starnes!
I will make definitely use of that as a collecting check-list! | have
most of the comics on that list, kept in plastic in a location separate
from my regular collection in large bins. | really ought to dispose of
most of my collection, as it is merely sitting and slowly degrading.
Sell it or just throw it away. Comic books are the ne plus ultra of
mortality!

Aye, DC’s Vertigo brought us some lovely stuff! Sandman
was consistently brilliant, right from the get-go, and Hellblazer
certainly has had moments of sheer genius. | like the way they push
right up to the edge of “Horror” but never quite make the leap. This
is fine with me, because I can’t handle horror, but I’'m completely
good with Vertigo-style near-horror. The current Hellblazer title,
“Dead in America” is mixed, half the time being brilliant, and half
the time being rather dull.

rct Sam Lubell, I can give high praise to Haldeman’s
“Forever War.” It’s quite good. It’s also fun for being a “rebuttal”
of sorts to Heinlein’s “Starship Troopers.” It’s a public debate, in
the form of duelling novels! Thesis, counter-thesis! And there are
others involved in the same game, such as David Gerrold, in his
“War Against the Chtorr” series (currently languishing in a state of
incompletion.)

(I have played this game! “Not in Our Stars” was a
deliberate rebuttal to Keith Laumer’s “The Glory Game.” Fun!)

re fan feuds, yeah, I bin in ‘em on occasion. The pages of
N’APA were marred, any number of years ago, by some very
persistent unpleasantness. A third member of the APA stepped in as
diplomat, and negotiated an end to it, for which he ought to have
won the Nobel Peace Prize!

Samuel Lubell: rct me, well, I’'m glad you perceive a gateway and
path to publishing for new authors, because | see only its lack, alas.



re Hemingway, ick! | totally despised every single effing word |
ever read of his. Bloated trash.

There is most definitely a ~dispute”™ between those who hold
that Fandom Is A Way of Life and those who hold that Fandom Is
Just a (G.D.) Hobby. But I never really perceived that as a feud, as
opposed to some of the long-running natiness you saw (in
professionals!) between, say, Harlan Ellison or Jerry Pournelle,
which actually got to the level of physical violence. Both of those
worthies are on record as punching people at SF conventions.

Delightful travelogue and beautiful pictures! That sounds
like a great vacation in all ways!

Thoughtful and insightful section of the essay on the
perception of The Scientist by acclaimed authors. The public
perception of “Science” is, alas, under attack these days, but will
probably pull through, as science actually shows results, which most
other systems of knowledge don’t, quite. “Philosophy” is a
wonderful following, but it doesn’t light or heat our homes.

Garth Spencer: re CUFF, in my opinion, you’re over-thinking
things. The various fan-funds are merely crowd-sourced charities,
where a recipient, democratically selected, is given the funds to
travel to distant conventions. [ see no “responsibility” or
“representation.” Just a chance for someone, presumably worthy, to
travel, who otherwise could not. It’s a lovely idea, but, really,
devoid of higher meaning.

re computers, and writing, and preservation of knowledge,
yes, it definitely frightenes a very good many people that our current
forms of archiving depend on energy. “The Cloud” is a useful
concept, but it isn’t as “independent” as it pretends, and no one
knows how often backups are performed, on what medium. The first
19 years of my working career were as a “Tape Ape,” starting with
old reel-to-reel tapes and moving on to various cartridges and

cassettes. I worked at night, backing up the day’s database and files,
and, yeah, it was occasionally a darn good thing, as there were times
that restoring from backups was vitally (!) necessary.

Of course, conventional libraries are vulnerable to fire, and a
lot of information is lost, contextually, as languages change or even
become extinct. (A quick Google search finds a claim that languages
are becoming extinct at a rate of one every three months or so.) File
types also become extinct. | will always be thankful to Microsoft for
preserving “Word Perfect” backwards compatibility in Word. I can
still open my old “.wp” files!

In the 80s and 90s, there was a vocal group of Microfiche
Fans, who claimed that their efforts were vital in restoring
civilization should nuclear war occur. | do not see as much activity
from them these days, but | laud the concept. Archiving information
is precious and holy to me (the source of the title of my zinel) A
college professor once told me that some institutions that are
dependent on long-term data storage, such as banks and other lenders
who need to maintain data on lifetime home mortgages, sometimes
use etched glass as a storage medium. Think of “compact disks™ that
have a VERY long lifespan. (There are rather a lot of 1,000 year old
church windows!)

re George Phillies’ works, aye, they are delightful reads to
be sure! | know of no one who writes better “Economics” in fiction.
“Mistress of the Waves,” for instance, is a story about the creating
and expanding of a shipping enterprise -- think of Aristotle Onassis.
Sounds dry and dusty? Far from it! It’s educational and entertaining
too, with a protagonist you just can’t help but like! George does
“Likeable” very well; his characters are, almost without fail, people
we would love to invite into our homes for dinner and conversation!

Election Notes

Well...it could have been worse. My prediction was that
Harris would win...and that the Pennsyvlania legislature would over-



rule the citizens of that state and appoint their own electors,
launching the greatest constitutional crisis in U.S. history. At least
we were spared that!



Murder-l-Torture-l-lnkompetence-l-DeIusions+BIood=Putin

INTERMISSION #1438

E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com, for EAPA, N'APA and others who don't eat their
dogs, nor the cats! | promise to get better with @SFJournalen's newstweets it you just follow. A
Case of Conscience: the Prosecutor or the Felon? For sale typo: Otfen used. Late Oct 2024.

Editorially: Computers, Election, War
In this issue we will take you back to the early days of science fiction through computers. Sf folks
have always leaned towards all things binary (“non-binary” is incompatible!). The skiffy writers have
dealt with all kinds of information systems: Asimov gave us robots, Clarke had HAL, Bill Gibson
invented Cyberspace, and so on. And there are strong sf connections with social media.

The first social media was the e-mail lists, starting already in the 1970s on ARPAnet (that later
developed into what we call Internet). Outside more internal technical E-mail list, the pioneering list
was SF-Lovers. Rich Z who was around even before “micros” (as they once were called, since they
were smaller than the PDP minicomputers) had landed on the desktop, will tell you about SF-Lovers.

We also go into freedom of expression (or not) on the 'net, with a Swedish science fiction author
getting in trouble. He called a film maker a Soviet spy, on the network built by an old sf fan, resulting
in a court case catching everybody's attention. Finally, meet JG Ballard making computer poetry!

If you ever doubted that the Russian military is a bunch of brutal war criminals, just watch videos of
how they intentionally drop drone bombs on Ukrainian civilians in towns behind front line. Not on
troops, but on grandma walking on the street, aunt taking a bus, sis riding a bike...bzzz-BOOM!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEDKGI7-NCKk https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZqg-8fk2Ig

Savages, bastards, low life! And along the front the Russians enjoy themselves by executing PoWs.
These people, or lice rather, must be stopped! | know that the Ukrainian intelligence community do
their outmost to identify all war criminals involved. When Putin has been ousted and the Russian
invaders crushed, he and his murderous cohorts will be rounded up, brought in chains to the Hague
and thrown into a dark hole never to see sunlight again.

We must support the valiant Ukrainian defenders. Give them all the tools they need to get the job
done! It's a mystery how the narcissistic liar Donny “Old Fatman” Trump can cuddle with the
hangman of Kremlin and, as has been revealed by Bob Woodward (the one who took on Nixon),
having Putin on speed dial or at least frequently phones the bastard.

Which brings us to the US election. Kamala Harris isn't perfect. Some things she promises sound
expensive. Compared to Europe she seems more like a Social Democrat rather than just a Democrat
and I'm weary of SocDems, who tend to like bureaucracy, more politics and more public spending. |
want people who champion the individual and fight bureaucracy. But at least she doesn't shout “They
eat the dogs. They eat the cats. They eat the pets of the people that live there!”.

One would think the Orange Clown
would be an easy match to overtake, but
polls and odds put the candidates
uncomfortably even. What the heck? The |
US presidential election could end in a :
nightmare. | hope not, but it could!

The only explanation | can think of is that
the offensive(ness) of the woke crowd
has gone so far that many Americans are
desperate for any antidote. (And it's not "
difficult to agree. Study the near- = | . SN @ haituoa
dystopian “Code of Conduct” for the latest Trump w:th dictator buddles sings in a new Al video. Link below.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEDKGl7-NCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZqg-8fk2Ig

Worldcon, for instance.) But all that's available is a moron, serial-criminal, an egotistic truth-slayer
who has never regretted leading an attack against the election process and the democratically
elected officials of the US Congress. We also learn how he likes Hitler's generals. Sad,

The election results will come after this issue. Will we sob and cry or sigh of relief in nextish?

It will be the most extraordinary election in US history. Not only are the candidates “unusual”: a
criminal - surviving assassination attempts, twice! - against a prosecutor and...black woman. It's
science fiction stuff! Add to this a spaceman, who builds huge Mars rockets, hopping up and down on
stage with the criminal. And we have troll factories and North Korea meddling in a big European war.
Tom Clancy should write a thriller about it. | mean, he seems having no problems continuing writing
even as dead. (BTW, if North Korea sends Putin troops, the West should have the right to send
troops to0o.) In all this Als are faking news, videos and talking smoothly from their positronic brains.
We have nifty viruses and hurricanes washing the costs (caused by the Sun's magnetic field
regulating cloud-driving cosmic particles, but not if you ask Greta) while we build quantum computers
and flying cars (check https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tu8ZiwNtim4) It' an sf world!

And | could hardly believe my eyes when | saw this new Super Group, inspired by “USA to Africa”
from 1985. Donny, Vlad, Kim and the guys sing “We Kill the World”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fRXkFaungKg --Ahrvid Engholm
Ps. After being reluctant about it (fear of it taking too much space) Intermission now accepts LoCs.
Use ahrvid@hotmail.com, not the distribution address. Be reasonably brief and to the point!

Fandom on Whall Shtreet...
Last spring the SF Bookstore (SF-Bokhandeln in Swedish) issued new shares, to eg fund a fourth
store in the University city Linkoping (a few hours drive south of Stockholm).

Wow! A chance to play Bernie Madoff | thought! The shares were ca $35 each and Yours Truly
acquired 120 of them. The bookstore has issued ca 120 000 shares through the years, | read in one
of their info mails, which means | own about 1/1000th of the bookstore. It's a start!

The offer was rather popular. | saw that eg Sam J Lundwall bought shares (daughter Karin is now
CEO) so he's among the 390 new share holders. Most bought the minimum bundle of 10 shares.
One of my ideas behind getting the shares is to use some as prize in the Fantastic Short Story
Competition, one share each to the winners on the ¥
podium. During the pandemic the bookstore made
a little loss, but | believe it'll bounce back into profit
again. The SF Bookstore has often been cited as
among Sweden's most profitable bookstores Stock [}
shouldn't be a bad investment, especially as they
recently won an award for "Sweden's Best Shop"!

The SF-Bokhandeln Aktiebolag (="Limited
Company”) must now by law add "Publ" to its
name, since shares can be traded by the general
public . (That is not the same as entering the official
Stock Market. There are no plans for that. It's for
bigger companies.)

Because of new shares there was an extra
shareholder's meeting 14 Oct, at the Stockholm

_ ) SF-Bookstore chairman Malte Andreasson, co-founder
bookstore. (In the staff area, in a room with a large Lennart Uhlin & and a 1/1000t owner. The “propeller thing”

computer screen. I've been there before, to on the table is the 2024 Best Shop award!
Scandinavian Association for SF's annual business meetings.)

The physical meeting was a bit of disappointment. Only seven turned up, incl board chairman Malte
Andreasson (from the realm of fandom in the 1980s) who of course "must" be there. | had thought
that if only 25% of the shareholders came we'd be 100... Only seven was a bit deceiving as many


mailto:ahrvid@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRXkFaungKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRXkFaungKg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tu8ZiwNtIm4

more were present through Internet and popped up on the computer screen on the wall! Probably
over 25 new shareholders were present through conference software (but not all of them popped up
on screen at the same time). So around 9% of all shareholders where engaged one way or another,
most as avatars. Not bad for an ordinary weekday afternoon of a dreary autumn.
PhyS|caIIy present were really eight, as new CEO Karin Lundwall sat in the next room handling the
_—ﬂconference software.
i 't_ - 8| According to an attendance list
A “that she went through, the vast
-:'—_—_—_majorlty of new shareholders
= - : ___ settled for 10 shares. Most shares,
A R o ShEus:nchon between 5 000 and 15 000 each,
e ' gor thereabout, are owned by the
handful Usual Suspects who were

_ £ i ~,around in the mid 1980s when the
EEE’PH FE.TII“ = & -_ HAktieboIag (limited company) was
= & ' =N formed. They often take that as
the birth of the bookstore, but it
Pl \vas actually formed around 1977
by the Scandinavian SF
Association. | was there. | know.
This extra meeting had to fix a
Many shareholders were present through the net, here's some on a screen. few things required by law for a

"public company", beside adding to the name, eg:

- To increase the share capital (to minimum SEK 0.5m, maximum SEK 2m)

- Fix what the statutes about composition of the board (to be 3-5 regular members, 1-2 substitutes).

- Decide that shareholder meeting announcements shall be done via E-mail, announcement on the
web page of Post and Inrikes Tidningar (the world's oldest running and government official
newspaper, alas now only electronic) and an advertisement in Svenska Dagbladet (good choice, SvD
has our best cultural pages!).

- Determine that future shareholder meetings may be held entirely online.

No one opposed of these fixes.

But what if Bernie Maddoff had swept in to make a coup? Say, he had come over a bundle of
options which through a stock split would be blanked in a hostile takeover by an hedge fund for an
non-qualified stock offer covered by non-negotiable junk bonds...if anyone understands what the
heck that means.

But no Maddoff. The meeting was rather non-eventful and only took half an hour. No Champagne or
lobsters, all to be had was just a cup of coffee.

When the formalities were over, | asked how things are going with the new SF Bookstore in
Linkdping. It is premises of 460 sgm, of which 350 sgm is sales area (roughly the same area as the
Stockholm bookstore with 390 sqm, if | remember). However, there is quite a lot of renovation
needed, which takes time. Maybe they will be time to open for the traditional National Book Sales in
February, but it is uncertain. It's a two-level basement space, but "with a grand entrance!"
(Unfortunately, | don't get a good overview when | try to | street google the address, Nygatan 20.)
The assortment will be the same as in existing SF bookstores. (Too much toys for my taste.)

| slurped the coffee and told what it was like in the first SF-Bookstore in the elated seventies. The
classic address of 45 Pioneer Street in the Kungsholmen district is laser-etched into my memory.
Beside selling books, the place hosted the Scandinavian SF Society and a number of Minicons, with
meetings several times/week (at one point there were five regular meetings scheduled every week!).
A lot happened on Pioneer street during the ca three years it hosted you and | and John-Henri, yes



all of us (ie we who painted the walls and built bookshelves). I'd even claim it was a miniature version
of the famous LASFS HQ on "Bixelstrasse" in the 1940s. You should have been there!

Beside books there were intricate intrigues and peanuts and jelly raspberry candy and Lipton's
teabags and the failing offset printer and the TeaDrinkingParty(the party for a better tea culture) and
the secret Feminac meetings and the late debates during the book circle evenings and the police
when Hans shot a starter gun in the street outside and me and Varnamo fandom crashing there
during Sercon and Stieg Larsson who looked worried while a cruddy "SFSF oneshot" was being
made...

Ah, those were the days!

ﬁ y —=ue —
. L o SN
17 Oct | attended a panel about "The Hunt for Alien Planets”, in front of a packed audience. In the panel
astronomy professor Marcus Jansson (left) and sf academic Jerry Maétta (right), and moderator Anette. If you
know Swedish it will RSN be available as a pod from SVT. Not that the panel informed me of anything | didn't
know from before... The 40 metres Extremely Large Telescope built by Europe will be ready in 2028, and then

we'll be able to find alien planets even better!

Al's and The 25th Fantastic Short Story Competition!
Sweden's oldest - As Far As Known - writers' E-mail list SKRIVA, established in 1997, has
announced the results of its 25th Fantastiknovelltavlingen ("Fantastic Short Story Competition”,
"Fantastik" a word often used for sf/f/h), which also is the oldest short story competition (As Far As
Known). The prize podium offered an E-book reader as 1st prize, some cash + a share each for the
SF Bookstore chain. 72 hopeful entries - 51% by tough-skinned blokes and 49% from artistically fine-
tuning ladies, if you must know - fought for the three top spots :

1st Prize: "Ormens vag" ("The Way of the Serpent”) by Ellinor Romin

2nd Prize: "Tunnelskeende" ("Tunnel Event") by Lizette Lindskog

3rd Prize: "Vaktaren pa Tunnbindargatan" ("The Guardian of Cooper Street") by
Erika Johansson

Honorary mentions went to Tobias Robinson, Jolina Petrén, Mattias Kuldkepp and Camilla Olsson.
Selected citations by the three in the jury (all themselves published authors) on the winners:

Karolina Bjéllersted Mickos on Romin's story: A fine-tuned story that goes to your heart. The prose is
skilled and the message interesting as the reader meets a man who wants to abandon his human
form and turn into a snake. It's about love and longing tp be who you want and be in harmony with
nature. In a limited space there's efficient world-building with a lot of feeling.



Niklas Krog on Lindskog's story: A deeply unpleasant - in the best way - story of a haunted man
roaming a train-tunnel system while he tries to get his past life in order. He carries a huge guilt. He
has also seen things nobody wants to see. But the heaviest is the guilt. Written in a tormented way all
through.

Pia Lindestrand on Johansson's story: The I-narrator Inez's sad story of how her successful career
as a demon guardian suddenly ends, told with a lot of humor. Nighttime she threatens the undead
with weapons but daytime she just looks like an ordinary old lady with a walker and hearing aid.
When the daughter finds Inez's hidden machete and rifle she in horror thinks her old man have
succumbed to dementia. A wonderful, nifty written short story.

The jury judged the entries with no names of the authors. The three winning entries will shortly
appear on the SKRIVA list. The 26th contest starts coming spring (sorry, only entries in Swedish)
unless a madman in the Kremlin has blown up the world. (And if the world still stands, we are always
looking for sponsors of this glorious competition! Next spring will also open the next run of Bertil
Falk's Space Opera Contest, in honor of the monumental skiffy force Bertil who left us last year. He
was a fan of space adventures and science fiction set in space is worth promoting.)

Now, your dear editor, administrator of the contest, decided to use the latest hi-tech to squeeze out
some extra information about the winner, using Artifactially Intellectualence. HAL 9000 was on
vacation, so we had to make do with ChatGTP. The request was phrased - how to ask Ais useful
questions is an artform! - like this: What is the conflict in the short story below /last/, of which we give
the beginning, its readability index, which authors does the text remind of and what can be
improved? Our silicon servant would only accept input up to 4096 characters, so only the start of the
story “The Way of the Serpent” to be provided. The ChatGTP reply:

Conflict in the short story

The main conflict in The Way of the Serpent is an internal and mystical one, with a focus
on identity, transformation and human nature. The wanderer seeks out the village to
undergo a magical transformation