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THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN, (formerly "BONFIRE" is the Official Organ
of the ¥, F. F. F., and is published monthly by the Federation, on
or about the 15th of each month, Free to all members; this issue is

VOLUME IV JANUARY, 1945 NUMBER 1

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The month of December was not productive of much actual results
that show up concretely, although there was a great deal under way
that will come up very soon. Not that they are secrets, but that we
think you will enjoy them more when we can make definite announce-
ments, is the reason they zre not being detailled here.

Too, there were the Holidays, and your Officers, like everyone
else, like to take time out for their Christmos and New Yesars'! fun,
and felt that no onec of you would begrucge them a little holiday of
their own.

Your President has been spending a numbsr of days recently go-
ing through his back correspondence, and picking out ideas and sug-
gestions that have been mede previously, but not acted upon because
the time was not ripe when tlhiey were made, Quite @ number of these
have already been started, and will be bearing fruit very shortly.

Then besides, here is one directed at &ll our artists, We feel
the need of some sort of an cmblem for the Federation, We would like
to have all of you submit your 1deas in the form of a drawing ready
for making 2 cut, That means black ink on white. ' Use your imaginsa-
tion; produce your own ldea of a design. They will be judged, and
Lheibest dccepted Lor our efficlal, Lsce

Second, it hcs been suggested +that we have a Fanzine Review
section in The National Fantusy Fan. Would like wvolunteecrs to han-
dle such a departmecnt, T you gwewdd 1ike thel job; ‘please sgonsiicien
one very lmportant point before you do volunteer -- we want to make
it permanent if we undertuke it a¥iall. Are you sure you have the
time to do 1t regularly? Will you make the deadline each month?

Third, we want a lot of suggestions about the necessary details
of publishing a “Who's Who of Fandom', This we hope to make one ef
eur reoally fine projects in the very nesr future, end we feel that
we should have all the ideas regarding it that you have to offer. So
pleese send them in -- remember, this will be something for all of
you, end we want it to please all of you. 1

. Fourthf Herry Wayger last issue suggested that we institute a
project such as the British boys already huve. That is, a Choinzine
of lomger storiecs by fan writers, We are pleascd to announce that
Charles R. Tanner, of "fumithak™ feme, and onc of our most ardent
members, hus consented to take the Editorship of this !zine.

Wo necd volunteers for typing -- if you have an Elite machine

ko] - r =3 3
and can do 10 to 30 pages cach issue,about cvery two months, pleaso
let me know at oncc, Also, you authors who have longer storics, of




from 5,000 words up, which you consider good epough for perusal yet
are too long ior the regular fanzine use, get them out und have them
ready to send in when the cull goes forth.

Incidentally, please writc in «nd suggest « name for this_Chuin
magazine, Do NOT suggest '"Beyond™; that is the name the snglish boys
~re using for tihncirs.

Fifth, therc hive been a number of suggcstions that we should
publish some sort of «n uadvertising medium for members who heve fan
stuff they wish to sell, swap, buy &nd so on, We nced your com--
ments on whether sucli ¢ magazine is really needed; and lots of ldees
on. how -to hendle the finencial end of 1t -- should wé charge I'or the
space used in your ads and give the meg cway; or give the space free
smdteherme Ton Lhe mag: or “What? "SCrouten SUgmkests et 117 welfdo tade~
cide to have such a medium, we call 1t the Fail ADVERTISLH, Comments
are doslred.

Sixtn, there have besen severtl suggesitlons thit we have & Manu-
geript Burcaw, to wnich authors, poets ¢nd «rtists could send nmater-
141 not otherwisc docsigned for some speclfic megazine, ond tioat edi-
taps ucsiriny material ~ efuld draw Trew this pool, jas ‘well “&s deand=
Frisesing Ui S” theyr, Dhlink ™ &Te . 2ood -Dut ‘esarot ‘thiemsclafc 87 use’, SRR sits
petr L cUdg sy Tae ginca . by ~sémd "ol Sour [ Sérvifiern whHo wanlt” to kgens: Ondo -
Tae thines When they have time, . bt 26 not. . directily in Wetleh it
enougil caitecrs to iwundle their entire output. Comments =:nd sugges-
ticns, plecse,

Croutcn, the indefatigable suggester, thainks we¢ should meke an
effort to get discs cut by the professionn]l suthors, artists and ed-
Seorcy, “or stulblect S relabeditte, thé Ir CPET VY, t to-&dd. to  our [BEell dteion
oif Pen veiccs, *"Weé hlive ofe mfrveiloWe 'stert In thet direction —= in
tile digcs of the Heinlein specciy. wnich Daugherty cut at the Depven-
B i

Oy uietaey, “heare YOU oul *adifse ) SE eI e SRO'T b log . "ol 2ot Rl
and your fan histery, and sent it to Los angcles, where the library
of these rccordings 1s being kept? Woe want everyone's voice record-
ga¥ror®bhe Fon-Arehive s, e SYOL ARG G SR TR LEcE T in T OME el e iy,
try to romember to cut one when you go to some other city where such
equipment is evailable.

ILPORTANT ANNOUNCHEMENT FROM VICE PRESIDBNT TUCKER: The 1943 -
1944 Book ¥ist (Wmlter Liebseher is compiling ' it),  will be offercd
SR NERFT PempiYet - Brol - gg-al ) “nenberss = r2nd -willibe out ‘Socl s It
wild be alisting olf . Becks published in those yecrs; wof a Rantasghy @
Selence Fictlon orca YWeird meture; with 3 “short ‘synopsls of sochy

Don't forget to writc ofton, lectters of suggestions, criticism,
or preise s’ ~Thne first we mliss hove " if w8 &re fo grow . inte.the sort
of org.nizition YOU want it tc be; the second we cen talte; the third
w=yelly cfter gll,"We' &re Only-hmmeny

Love, &8 &lways,

Comnsy

Besawtent | “the ' N. . F, T



Well realizing the mess made last year by the tardiness of the
voting for the Annusl Awards, we are holding them early this year
while the answers to the various questions are still fresh in your
minds. Incidentally, in order to avoid conflicting with F. &. P. A,
we are czlling them the "N. F. F. F. aWaRD3' rtaher than "Laureate
Agards,

officers &nd Directors were recently asked to 1list those awards
they considered should be listed for voting this year and from their
suggestions Vice Fresident Tucker has made the following selection:

Best Fiction Amthor, Best Non-Fiction Autlhior; Best Poet; Best
Artist; Best Fanzine; Best Newsy; Fan Of The Year. In addition, keep
the folliowing in mind, for a kid-Year vote: Best Fanzine Technically:
Best Story; Best Article; Best Poem; Best Humor; Best Ficture.

Remember, plessel! Thesec awards arc ©o be made for activities
during the year 1944 only. Please try to make sure that the one for
whom you vote actuzlly performed that activity during 1944, and not
previously. Some Fun, some magazinc, some artist, ete., may hold an
all-time place in your mind as the best in that line -- DID that fan
or mag.or sreist or author do the: vest of such classifieations  Tudssl
YEAR? You may thinlk FaNFLICKsR the greatest fanzine ever produced .
Did it print ANY issuecs in 19447 You may think that Joe 81 Phann 1s
the grandest fan who egver lived. Did he do anytihning to uphold that
reputation in 1944¢ Or &dld PFincia McGlinech far over-shadow him with
his 1944 activities? Let's make this voting as correct &s possiblel

The postcard ballots will be addressed to Dale Tarr, whom I am
appointing Chief Teller. Associatcd with him will be Jay Ckhidsey and
John Anderson, These beys, while living in the same sectlon, are not
L the same clty, sc it will pr@bably, take an extra month before the
results w«re tabuluted and cun be printud But the Fen groups in any
ons city have bsen used so many times that we feel it only feir thas
these 1scleted Fen have 4 chence to do scmething.

Please [ill out and meil your ballot at once. Deoadlirie, S &ny
cese, will be the last meil deliverc¢d to Tarr on March 1lst, 1945, We
put it that far off so our Servifen will have & chance to have their
ballots counted for once. However, please do not wait until the fi-
nal day before mailing in your own ballot.

Winners of the 1943 Awards will each recce.ve s cuire of stenc -
"ils. The Treesurcer has already been authorized to purchase and send
- out these Award prizes., For the 1944 Awards, we sre planning some-
" thing different, which will be announced later. :

Just one speclal mention: in voting for the Fan 0f The destip s S5
is our desire. to henor that Fan who did the most for sll Fancdom; who
~wes the mest newsworthy; stimulated the most intorest, whethor for a

good or bad reason -- in 1944, This is not a vote for the Number 1
Fan -- soue one-may not have done much last year and utlll e peme
cnoice T'or tiie Ko, 1 Fuce., But we wunt to know the Fan who did the
most for Fandom during 19441}

VOTr Kow Drur YoUr RonUING alD FILL OUT THn BaLLOT MaIL IT NOW NOWI!!




CURENT _ACTIVITILS CORNER.

1., THe PaNZINE PUBLISHEAS'! MaNUAL. Four of the six chapters have
been completed and edited. We are publishing in this issue the In-
troductory Chapter, and shsell print one each issue until they have
all been run., Comments and criticisms of additions or- deletions jou
think necessary will be welcomed,

2, One¢ Servifan has taken adventage of our services, and has been
supplied witn a list of fen in the neighborhood of his camp. We hope
others will write us for & similuar list when moving to & new camp.

Ss Heve you sent changes of address, or the names and addresses of
new fen you know, to Walt Daugherty for inclusion in his new Fan Di-
reclory, ‘and- the pormanent, Fan Reéglstry £ilest I not; ‘pleagé’de so
at once, and be sure and include the zone number if your city uses
them; also state whether "Street?, "Avenue®, "Drive, orwhotisit?

4, 1945 dues are now due ond puyuble, (How did that get in here?)

5. The cormittees are working on more listings of Films and Record-
ings of « Pantasy or Science Fiction nature, and these lists will be
published herein as fust ¢s completed,

*® W w W -

In a letter from Wolt Daugherty, he has this to say about the
new Directory:

"I doubt very seriously if the 1945 fandirectery will come into
being before the middle of the year, Address changes are comning in
so fast that it almost makes the project impractical, By that I mean
that by the time I can put out a correction bulletin on an issue,the
SoErett 1 ens  are BT 0F L. oF sed Bt promise is & promise, and 1945
shall see enother addition.,

"T still have about 75 copies of the present directory on hand,
and I would sppreciate it if you would mention in the next issue, so
that any who have not received theirs moy hove one post haste mersly
by dropping me o postal card,”

We know there sre some who have not yet received one, so drop a
card to Wulter J. Daugherty, 1305 W, Ingraham, Los Angeles, 14,

W ww e

"
S

Also, a card from the Vice President.
"President, Dear:

It pleuses me no encé to hear that the naeme of our fiery house
organ has been oflficiully chinged to The National Fantasy Fan. Now
may I suggest that we cerceiully keep our eyes and ears open, sco that
we may wlth alaerity run out of fandom the first fan who tacks some
lgnoble nickname onte it, something dingy like ) Phanny II, or Phan-
Pap.

Your Bffervesccnt Vice President,

( Signed) BOB TUCKER,



WELCOM  REOGRGANIZED

To promote efficiency, to absolutely minimize the cost to the in-
dividual, and to spread the jobs around more fully among the membershiy
the Welcoming Committee is being reoganized along these lines:

(1) Each member of the committee is being assigned one prozine
as his field of work., There are to be as many members as prozines. The
committeman will be soley responsible for contacting each and every
new name appearing in the letter section of his prozine.

(2) Application blanks and Introductory Booklets will be furnish-
ed by the WelCom Chirman, who at the present time 1is bob Tucker, suc-
ceeding Hari Beth Wheeler, The committee member is charged with the
safe-keeping of the booklets,

(3) A booklet and application blank is to be sent to each new
name appearing in the prozine, He may, or may not, as he chooses, also
write the newcomer a letter. Booklets may be malled by first class
mail for 6¢, or by third class mail for 1l:5¢.

(L) The committee member is to keep an accurate record of the
people contacted, and on the first of each month submit their names to
the Chirman, so that the Chairman may stencil the combined records
for the forthcoming issue of the Fan.

(5) The committee member 1s to check the membership list printed
in the year~end issue, to check all further lists, and to watch the
hektographed report sheets published by the President each month, so
that he will not erroneously send booklets to those who have already
jOinedo g

The cost of sending these booklets is small, often there are but
one or two new names appecaring in a single issue of a magazine., At
other times there may be a dozen or more, Inasmuch as all the present
officers are defraying their own expenses (so that the treasuey balance
may be used for publishing expenses), the committec members are asked
o, pay -for the moiling of fhe bogklelts themsSeilves,. However,. il Ehis
practice should prove to be & hardship upon any member, he is to sub-
mit his bill to the Chirman on the first of the month, and the money
will be refunded him,

-~ Bob Tucker

WelCom Keport
The following have reccived booklets in December and January:

L Derzbaelk, * “New S Gt City

Calvin Jack witt, Los Angeles

G.L. Kengher, Bristol, Pennd,

George VWheeler, Casper, Wyoming

James L, Cribelar, Indisnapolis, Indiana
Marie li. Calleta, Hammonton, New Jersey
Mar jorie Bruno, Los Angeles, Cal,

Peerl L, lleon, Fort Myers, Fla,




iMrs, Els i¢ Foarcso, Clsarwater, Cal,
Norman Davig, Martin, “enncssee

Sam Sagkett, Redlands, Cal,

Gsorge A, Foster, Stoughton, Mass,
Beatrics H. 2£11iscn, Leckport, New York
David I, Segal, Laurelton, Long Island
P.M. Stone, aa Walthem, Mass,

Mrs. Hal R, White, Wasco, Oregon
He'hry+Hirseh,"Staternn 1 slands  Noil

John B. Platts, Wallace, Idaho

James Alburger, Hollywood; Cal,

Lt. Richard Godfrey, Lskeland, Fla.
Joan McKinney, Mission, Texas

Joe Kennedy, Denver, Colcrado

Peggy McIntyre, South Hinneapolis, Minn,
C.R. McClellan, Baltimore, iaryland
Hugo Hanser, Ercolllyn., N.Y,.

Albert Yeager, Jr., Durham, N.H.
Willian Hosz Benet, New York City
Wilnia Tellerdisloomidnter, 117

And thank you for the co-operation during my short term as
Chairman of the wWelcoming Committee. My resignation, and the reasons,
have undoubtedly been mentioned elsewhere in this issue,

- llari Beth Wheeler

Coumittee lMembers Wanted !

The new Chairman is faced with the prospect of lining up seven
committeemen in a hurry. Volunteers are asked for. If you are inter-
ested in the job, as briefly outlined on the preceeding page, write
at once.

State which magazines you take regularly, which ones you can be
counted upon to cover every issue, Also, state which you would prefer
to have assigned to you.

Mind you, I can't promise to assign you the one you prefer, be-
cause someone else may only buy one or two, in which case he would
have to cover one of those, while you who buys them all would have
to cover another one. I'll try to assign as many preferances as
possible.

I need seven committee members; one each for: astound ing, Weird,
Famous Fantastic, Startling. Thrilling Wonder, Amazing and Fantastic
&dventures. If you know of another magazine where fantasy fans croo
up unexpectedly, send it's name along.,

Gents, are there sc¢ven gamblers in the audience who are itching
to throw their money away?

Bob Tucker, P.C. Box 260
Bloomington, Il1l.

> oW -
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ART WIDNLR, Massachusetts

Fanzine publishing is the dominant phase of fan activity. Al-
most without exception, every foen who has had any real interest what

gocver in Fandom has tried his hand at this fascinating facet of our
hobby.

Naevedit ot dhd publ Tehisg ™ of a 'fanzinme, * in, my opinien,. 18 an
unsurpassed outlet  for the expression of creative energy and abili-
oy “diotde it well weclhinesSincteliildceRecy | erafsmansnips Sell eTrhisd -
ciismy - and ewdtural Sense.” Not onkyrthat; bubt it develops these guad-
ities to a better than average degree., Learning to gether material,
Gigehigone The best, Go prediiceda nleasing Tormat,; snd te . wedd ‘“Eirem
together into an harmonious entity is an education in 1tself.

If you have hoard of the NAPA, or other amatcur publishing ef-
forts, please don't judge Tfanzings in'refercnce to thcsc mundane
hobbyists., We arc not bound by musty btreditions usnd prejudices. Un-
like our vener.ble prcdecessors, (wnosc only alm was s:xill with the
printing press), who considered "Mary Had & Little Lamb®, printed on
funcy puaper in scveral colors, superior to an edrnest essay or thot-
ful bit of fiction by some youngstsr laboring with &« cheap mimeo. -
geeph~=- we go for the latter.

Tnis does not condone sloppiness, however. Although King Mimeo
Eeplcmssspicne, s random, SaE cLgal tohard. - Lelturi. oiiE hedlly Lol e
effortas “and in some ‘casecs jfen-dheo; naye a way. with miachings . hage
turned out mervcilous productions that make many « printed affair I
have scen look sick. 4

AL The prepent time, there,aPe two meln. typos, of fanziness . The
sapseription ‘type, or: subzine, and thoe gruatis type, or. fapazine, so-
called because their cditors bolong to that orgenization known iy as
fapa, the P.ntasy Amateur Prcss Association, g

The subzine is gencrally the more claborate of the two, and to
offset the ecdded expensc the cditor charges a modest pricc, usually
from five to fifteen cents, depending on tho size and frequency of
appearancce, Subzines .rc mostly of the "guneral' $ypc, Ffeaturing di-
ycrse jansicles, s fiction, .poctryy hllflér, etespertinent to-stf or fan-
tesys, Ofton material is solicited from some of the more good-natur-
cd pro authors. It has become a tradition for subzines to gct out a
"supercolossal® issuc on cach anniversary, with the addcd cost being
met by good will or "booster" ads from fen and pros congretulating
the cditor on the event, and wishing him another yoar of succcss.

A fapazine is & much more informal and personalized affair. In
most cascs, the editor also writes & good bit of his material. - The
contents arc loss likcly to be dircctly concernced with stf or fanta-
8y as such, but with concopts deriving from the readingy ol thcuy s aime
morc closcly connccted with roality. Such as discussions of whother
varlious socialistic or utopian culturcs doscribed in storics could




be put into offcet in the next few genorations, and if they would bo
practicsl if they were put into cffoct, Fapazincs arc sent, gquarter-
1y, to an official editor, who sorts thom out and puts onc copc + of

cech into large ¢nvclopcs, and molls once to cach memboer, Dues arc
#$1.00 o year, and cach mailing contains 40 to 50 papcrs. For 25¢ a

fapae muiling i3 the biggest i htink < intclloctual_oxorciso and cptor—
toimaent you can got anywhore. I forgot who said it, but the state-

P mengs that, it g 2 hege. buld. sessiondn, print,” 18 very “pt. deserip-
tion,

There arcs also  netéble specialigations: and off-traill ! prgguets
in both major typcs, such as The Acolybe which concentratcs on dis-
cussions of the Lovecraft tyne ol weird fictlon; Paradox, which. spe-
clalizes in time-travel; Sapphoy which features nothing but pocitry;
The Fancyclopecdiza; The Chock-List; the Year-Boolk; various indices;
IR S=WiHeis, & Te,

AL this ~soulds® 1lke 8% Lot of Work. . Itudss: Lids, dliabsasddt
of fun. But 1s it worthwhilc? you may ask. The answer 1s san empha-
tic YES! The possibilitics for croutive oxprossion, expansion of
the indlividucl personality, stimulation of thought, progress toward
an objectlve, stable outlook on reclity, for good fellow-ship, .and
the exhilaration that comcs from conticting “pcoplc who speok your
own languege", are, to my belief, uncquallcd by any other hobby.

So if you huve ideas you've been wanting to cxpress to a recep-
tive audlcsncc, and printers' ink in your veins, welcome to our fra-
tornity, and -- may I sce a copy of your first issue?

NOTE: Above is the Intrcductory Chupter to the Fanzinc Publishers !
Monual., I you huve «ny criticisis, additions or dcletions to sug -
gest, pleuse writc them In ot onces  Another chopter next nionth,

—

Vie announce with regret the loss of our present Welcom Chair -
men, Mari Beth Wheeler, who has recently joined the SPAKRS, However,:
Vice President Tucker is taking on this added work, so we know thut
it will be well handled. Good luck to you, Mari Beth]

Reading ths stencila sent me by VPTucker regarding the Welcom
and the need of velunteers, I note that the name of Planet magazine
‘was not included. Not having time to aslz him if this was intention-
al or an oversigiit, I merely note it here that if anyone wishes es-
pecially to volunteer fer thut magesine he should do so, and Tucker
can then explain if he does not wish a member for that particular
field,-~-LEzn.

Treasurer Dunkelberger reports about $38,00 in the Treasury the
middle of. the monthe. It'a probably more by now, Is YOURS in._ there?
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FRATESY ~EMEMS FORLBOME USE .4 .

Centinuing the llst of filmsjoffered for rent in the (free) cata-
log of the Ideal Pictures Corp., 28 east EblyiSte;, Chicags, 55»EllG SEiEs
is not an advertisement, incidentally. The descriptive blurbs below are
as given in the catalog. The price mentioned is the rental price.

THE INVISIBIE MAN RETURNS (Vincent Price, Nan Grey). One of the
sequels to the original Invisible Man picture. (% 17.50)

THE WOLF MAN (Lon Chaney, Claude Rains) The original Universal
Wolf lian picture, strictly in the horror groove. ($ 17.50)

FLESH AND FANTASY (Charles Boyer, Barbara Stanwyck). "4 strong
sense of irony and a touch of the macabre" This is listed as not
available to individuals, apparently meaning organizations only. No
price 1listed.

THE APE (Boris XKarloff) "By day he labors for humenity, by night
his“hobby is death."” (% 12.50)

THE APE MAN (Bela Lugosi, Wallace Ford). This is described as
the weirdest tale of the year; take that with a dash of salt. If you
follow the horror movies you remember tris. ($ 15.00)

HIS MAJESTY, BUNKER BEAN (Owen Moore) (Note: this 1s a sifent
picture). "This classic depicts the reincarnation of a timid clerk o
who re-lives his 1life as Napoleon and King Tut.” ($ 3.00 per day).

INVISBLE AGLNT (Jon Hall, Ilona Massey) "A... picture which
could be called 'The Invisible Cosiando' because ... he invades the
inner chambers of the enemy high command..." ($ 17.50)

CITY OF LOST MEN (Gabby tayes, Bill Boyd) It says YA mystery
that out-monsters Frankenstein" but we suspect it is a western. (12.50)

LAD MEN WALK (George Zucco, Mary Carlisle) "A human devil
comes from the tombs to strike down his victims." (3§ 12.50)

DEATH FRCM A DISTANCE (Russell Hopton, Lola Lane) "A strahge...
death ray brought sudden death to a great astronomer.’ (3§ 7.50)

THE KILLER BATS (Bela Lugosi, Suzanne Kaaren) "Flying monsters
swoop out of the blackness of night to wreak havoc among the innocent.”
(We saw this one--straight vampire story, but corny). (% 12.50)

- Science Short subjects, silent only. 75¢ per reel,

Evolution of the Universe (1 reel)

Einstein's Theory (2 reels)

The Milky Way (1 reel)

A Trip to the Planets (1 reel)

The Earth,K (2 reels)

The Coamic Druma (3 reels)
still more coming up,
« Wawy w7 akney
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