





This issue of TIGHTBEAM (#23) is published by the National Fantasy Fan Federation; it was
edited mildly by Felice Rolfe, 1360 Emerson, Palo Alto, California, and published by Ed
Meskys and the Livermore Recreation Department. Deadline for the next issue is Feb.. 1h.
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A FEV WORDS FROM THE PUBLISHER

You are holding the 23rd issue of TIGHTBEAM, the official letterzine of the NFFF.
Next issue to be published on March lst by Ken Krueger, whoee Deadline is Feb. 1lhth.
Before mailing him your letter be sure to read his special instructions on page 3. His
should be a most unusual issue and I, for one, am really looking forward to seeing it.

As of now the position of TB editor for May is still vacant. Wouldn't one of you
please volunteer now to publish that or a later issue, to save Don Franson the perpetual
last minute job of finding an editor? Or perhaps, as in our case, a syndicate of several
members could publish an issue thus cutting the work load down. Also, in our case we were
able to make the issue as long as the letters received warranted, for the cost of going
over the wminimum paid by the N3F was split. And just think of all the fun you can have
cutting the letters and inserting your comments!:

Don't forget to renew your N3F dues, for if you don't this is probably the last
publication of the club that you will receive. (And to speed up the delivery of club
publications, be sure to include your zip code.) While you think of it, send <3t 3) NoW_
t> Janie Lamb, Box 364, Route 1, Heiskell, Tenn. 37754...or even better, send $3.50 so
that you WOn't have to worry about reneW1ng next year.

Be sure to write Ken immediately after finishing this issue. Don't put it off for
you might forget. And please remember to follow his special instructions.

As T write this I have yet to see more than two of the letters submitted to us,
simply because. I never had the time to visit Felice to pick them up, so there was no
opportunity to add my own comments. The first I will see of the letters will be when I
pick up the stencils from Felice. If I have any comments to make they will either be at
the end of the magazine or as a letter to Ken's issue.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Apologies if I missed any typos...I'm doing this on Ed's ancient IBM typer; it is
a moot point whether I've mastered it or it's mastered me.

Frank Wilimczyk drew us an excellent cover. More than that, he had it printed for
us," bless his ever-lovin' blue-eyed heart. Such help was badly needed and deeply
appreciated.

We originally intended to have a cover and interior art by Anne Chatland, but her
Christmas plans did not permit, and so she's not listed as a co-producer although that's
what was announced. -

There are once again some harsh words printed herein. It puts me in a double bind,
because I felt it would be a form of censorship to edit them out: but I know that public
quarrels are the ones that can't be memded. You can forgive a guy for almost anything
he says as long as_no one else heard it. Now look: all of these letters have their
writer's address printed right above them. If you feel compelled to call some Neffer
(however delicately) an unmitigated idiot, will you kindly write him personally and
save wear and tear on the rest of us?

~ Happy reading.
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ATTENT ION NEXT EDITOR OF TIGHTBEAM. . _ ATTENTION
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KEN KRUEGER, U3 N. Buffalo St., Orchard Park, N.Y.
Dear Don, 3 el

Received your letter pertaining to the off-beat chance of our putting out the March

1ssuelof FHERMC e ol o i G 6 do differently than the usual method.

- Paul Stewart will off-set the entire thing, so here's the bit: -~ e :

Anyone writing letters, use one side of the paper only -- write or type heawily as
we '‘will photcograph the exact letters and will do our editing with scissors. : X

If they wanna draw pictures, or doodles, use black or red ink, not blue.

T'do not have time to cut all those stencils, and retype all those letters, so* this
is the easiest way, and everyone is sure that their own words will appear. '

Naturally, for ‘the ones without a typewriter or something, I'll type up their 1etters,
but I know of only one fan right now without a typevwriter. :

S0 -- ONE SIDE OF THE PAPER ONIENESS ol AR IR BIGd O 1 ot Don i worry about the cost, bec:auee
with”our own equipment, it will probably run you less than the mimeo'd Jjobs.'you've heen
getting, and Just think what you'll save on postage when we run it digest size rather
than letter. ' S i

In order that I can work on this rapidly, please have them send all letters with the
3tore address rather than my home address that you have on record. That address is still "
good, but .here I sometimes have slack time ‘and can work on this. That address is

43 N. Buffalo Street, Orchard Park, N:Y.
an i e Sincerely

: A - i B Ken
********%***************************************%**********&**#**************************%x

RON ELLIK, 1825 Greenfield Ave.. Los Angeles 25, California

It's TAFF time agein, and this time fandom has topick a TAFFman to represent England
at the PACIFICON II in Oakland.

There isn't much to say about this TAFF race -- both candidates are widely known in
Britieh fandom, and are recommended by nominators knOththroughout the fan world; but the
N3F may bé wondering about the little details of the Fund. . . . - '

First, most of your questions are ansvered in.Fandbook #4, “The Transatlantic Fan
Fund", writtén by Moffatt and Ellik. If you need & copy, I can provide them free to
Neffers, 20¢ to cthers; it's a short pamphlet,'dutlining all the important facets of TAFF.

Second, the contribution: N3F members have always been a big support to TAFF, and
this year the .club even gave an extra donation ($20) to the Fund at Washington, DC, Edch
ballot must  be . &accompanied by a one dollar voting fee, which money is entirely uesed in
paying for TAFF winners' trips to the host country. TAFF is a non-profit, unincorporated
organization with no expenses except its immediate object: the exchange of representatives

Third, the cut-off date: Your TAFF Administrators have to be sure that the winners.
are ‘selected by stf fans who..know enough to make a rational choice between candidates.
If" you Just found opt about.science fiction fandom, we invite you to contribute to the
Fund but must ask you to.sit this one out and vote next time. "If you are -unsure what
constitutes fan activity,.see if you: Attended any &tf conventions before 1962? Belcnged
to any fan clubs before 19622 Subscribed to fanzines? Published fanzines? Any activity
of this scrt will qualify you to vote, and if you think the Administrators won 't know
your name, please use the space provided for references. If you belonged to the N3F
before the cut-off date, just write'N3F" in that space.
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And lastly, if you have any other questions, be sure to write to us. We try to run
TAFF to please everybody, you know -- and even though that's impossible, we'll do it
better if you send us your comments, questions and criticisme.
Yours
Ron

FRANKLIN M. DIETZ, JR., 1750 Walton Ave.. Bronx, N.Y. 10453

Through our activities in planning conferences in the New York area, we have obtained
a gpecial offer for admission tickets to the New York World's Fair. Supposing that some
members of the NFFF may be planning to attend the event, and be interested in saving
money, I offer you the opportunity to obtain these discount tickets also. Tickets will be
good anytime both seasons (April 22 to October 18, 1964, and April 21 ‘to October 17, 1965).

Discount tickets cost $1.35 for adults, 67 l/2¢ for children thru 12. Regular
prices are $2.00 'and $1.00 respectively. I'm making no other charge, but insist that
you must include a stamped addressed return envelope with order. Deadline for receiving
orders is February 1, 196k4. Checks or money orders should be payable to me only. Tickets
will be mailed when received, most likely before the end of February. (Members meiling
cash do so at their own risk.)

Frank
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DONALD FRANSON,6543 Babcock Ave., N. Hollywood, Calif.

I'm not sending letters to TIGHTBEAM as a rule, as I am already monopolizing TNFF
with wmy chatter, but here is something that might be of interest.

T was looking through old TIGHTBEAMs of which I have a nearly complete collection,
and I thought it might be interesting to print the names of the rotating editcrs who put
out each issue. This does not include the permanent editors of the previous letterzines,
POSTWARP and POSTIE. Called HYPERSPACE TIGHTBEAM by Coswal, the name was simplified, to
TIGHTBEAM by Marion Bradley, and this has been retained. I think it's a very descriptive
name myself, and a good one.

#1, May 1960, Talter Coslet 2, July 1960, Bob Lambeck

3, Sept. 1960, Marion Z. Bradley L, ‘Nov. 1960, Art Hayes

5, Jan. 1961, Bruce Henstell 6, Mar. 1961, Stan Voolston

7, May 1961, Albert Lewis 8, July 1961, Ed Meskys

9, Sept. 1961, Bob Lambeck 10, Nov. 1961, Art Hayes

11, Jan. 1962, Albert Lewvis 12, Mar. 1962, Ray C. Higgs

13, May 1962, Art Rapp 14, July 1962, Roy Tackett

15, Sept. 1962, Yally Weber 16, Nov. 1962, Don W. Anderson
17, Jan. 1963, Ches. Lee Riddle 18, Mar. 1963, Mallardi & Bowers
19, May 1963, Dave Hulan 20, July 1963, Charles Lee Riddle
21, Sept. 1963, G.M. Carr 22, Nov. 1963, Gary Labowitz

A total of 18 editors (Hayes, Lewis, Lambeck and Riddle put out two issues apiece)
vho have kept up the bi-monthly schedule in the last 3 1/2 years. A pretty good record,
hey? . .

Yours-
Donald Franson

"Hope I got those all right, Don -- I'm not much of a list typer.
Y - =
> -h_ :ER B
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STAN WOOLSTON, 12832 Vestlake St., Garden Grove. Calif.

Felicitations, Felice --  [Duch! “hat a pun -~ FR' A _

TIGHTBEAM editors will have to expect both sober thoughts and drunken writings, ‘and
80 I thought I'd write. that.is on my wmind in particular is the 1964 Directorate, because
I've been elected to that body. I wrote two stencils of thoughts for N'APA, and want to
€0 on saying wmore as my brain still has a few extra ideas to get off wmy system. [So why
didn't you stay on stencil, you harasser of editors? --FR]

As a fanclub grows from.that of a few members to a larger organization it is bound .. -
%o change in personality. The amateur press groups that started with a few handfuls of
people will irevitably change in empkasis as it becomes larger -- with 40 or 65 members,
for example: The wmore carefree activity of the younger group tends to shift; members are
more apt to be more selective in what they write, and quite often by cutting quantity of
pagee they ean really say things that are more meaningful and mature...but they can also
lose ths spontaneity and outspokenness of their "youth", In a similar way a local club
with a half dozen members can'meet‘infOrmally, everyone can have his say, and all of them
would be true payticipants. As this group grows to a 'dozen or more there are more chances
of subinterests developing; subgroups foru, not only with committees of specialization
(in producing -the clubzine; "in planning meeting subjects, and so forth) but there are
chances a few will find it easy to go off on club-nights to an SF movie together in com-
petition with the clubnight. Of course they may make a report next week and so not use
this as an excuse to separate entirely from the .club, but this tendency of activity
interfering with activity is present. :

Ty W3F the organization is set ‘up @8 a place where various organized interests are
represented. 3Some members would rather correspond than write to the Manuscript Bureau
(although Ower: Eannifen needs all sorts of contributicns there); a few might find their
wey into the Tape Bureau, and the Neffer Amateur Press Alliance will accomodate both those
who like other aspects of club activities and ONLY N'APAns, too. Same could be sgaid of
all those activities mentioned on page 2 of any ish of TNFE.

“hen it gets down to those members who are active in official affairs, in the
Diceclorate and the Presidency, we can see these are a minority. For some this may Seem
a tragedy, suggesting that only a few really care formfanac."I_see-itwdifferently. While--
I would like to encourage fan activity on the Directorate and Presidential level -- and
in other ways to advance club projects -- I don't see this lack of' activity as as serious
a8 some might. It is because of interest in other activities that only a minority of
meubers are willing to give their ideas about ways to improve the club, and the fact that
there are only 24 hours. in a day.. . Just as léss people stand up at a Jlocal club meeting
as the number. of members grows larger, it seems that fewer members will give their views
to the officers. Sometimes the officers find it a happy chance that there are not so many
comments: they assume that, being elected, they are delegated the duty of making the
policy decisions of the organization. Perhaps only & fool would agree: with both views.

'hen a member has ar, area of enthusiasm he can bring it to the attention of the
President or a Director. Yriting a letter that'gives the idea simply.and directly, any
member can present an idea. for improving whatever area of club activitiee he wants. There
won't be time for extensive correspondence among members and directors or -President,  of
course, but a member can mentally outline his idea and write it in a few paragraphs.  In
this way the officers can get the thoughts of all those willing to help with their thoughts
and then the oficers can see how they fit together. 'I would be happy to receive any
such letters, and in fact have several right now.  Ira Lee Riddle has suggested a posgible
remedy for activity among members entering College or University. Bill Yarren and Fred
Tilton have written with ideas that may be very useful guides, or a new project for the
benefit of fans respectively. Mentioning their names are my way to suggest others write
we. TI'll pass ideas on to the Directors and the President, for the Directors are in
charge of new projects and the President in seeing the club policies are applied.

In this way the representatives of al] the members will be more able to use accumulated
wisdom and ideas. Not being a local organization we must use the mail for our decision-
maldng, and thie alone would make activity by large groups impractical. However,
inaividuals ‘may aid in precenting their ideas, and in this way the six elected officers cen
take on work that will let individunal members attend to areas of fanac of their choige.

. ; Be TR
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In effect each letter of advice is serving as informaetion from an authority, and the
Directors and President can apply it. !

The Directors will be scheduling thinge in 1964 so that such things as planning for .
the Worldcon club room and dieplay table can be decided on well in advance, and in the
same way other directorate matters can be fitted in their logical times. First item is
for the Directors to decide who will be Cha%rman for the year; thie vote is going on now.
O0ld rules will be subject to amendment or approval as they stand -- and these rulee are
merely guides to make it eaery for officere to act knowledgably, not Constitutional awmend-
ments. I mention thie due to a few letters I've seen which suggest there is some confus-
ion on thie: only members can amend the Constitution so By-Laws are outlines used to
clarify or indicate actions of officers. The By-Laws don't extend power but limit, I'd
say.

These are some thoughte I've had on the matter of the Directorate. My addrees is a
good place to remember if you want to ask questions or give views in matters related to
N3F affairs. '

Sincerely,
Stan Vioolston

i/

: : \
ROY TACKETT. 915 Green Valley Road NW, Albuguerque, New Mexico 87107

a
And howdy to you, fellow Neffers, ,

Here it is a new year and we have a new Directorate -- our President got a fine vote ,
of confidence -- and I'm sure that they will do their best for the club. It should be an.
interesting year for the ancient and honorable. NFFF. ;

If you will all stretch your memories a bit you'll remember that a couple of TIGHT-"
BEAMs ago I suggested that one of the things that the individual members of the club could
do to help overseas fans would be to volunteer to act as their "agents' here in the U.S.
supplying them with magazines and books, etc., on a mutually agreeable basie. The response
to this suggestion was deafening -- it must have been as I didn't hear a word. However,
the opportunity still exists. I have at hand a recent communication from the Birmingham
SF Group -- that's Birmingham, England, not Birmingham, Alabama, folks -- wanting to know
if an arrangement of this sort could be worked out. The Birmingham fans. are interested
in obtaining U.S. prozines and hardcovers, particularly the output of the SF Book Club
to which they cannot subscribe directly because of copyright restrictions. So now here
ie your chance to do something for stf, for fandom, for N3F, and for yourself, too. o
Contact this outfit and see what kind of arrangements you can work out. Write to Peter #
R. Veeton, 9 Porlock Crescent, Birmingham 31, Great Britain. (Porlock Crescent -- another
stf-type address.) Just to keep the record straight you might let the Chairman of the.
Overseas Bureau know what you're doing and, if you have a postcard to spare, I'd like to
know how it works out, too.

Now that the election is over and the new Directorate seated and I can't be accused
of playing politics to defeat any of the candidates I want to clear up a point in Clayton
Hemlin's platform. In regard to all the fooferaw concerning petitions that was floating
about last year Clay Hamlin said in his platform: "Even supposed petitione to remove =~
directors, which I have a private admission from the directors that they had never
actually seen,"

The point in gquestion is the phrase "the directors" which impliee that the entire
1963 Directorate was confessing to Clay that they hadn't seen any petitione. I don't
know what-the other Directore did but I was one who bloody well didn't admit anything
to Clayton Hemlin and I object to his putting words in my mouth. I had one communication
with him during the year and that was to call him on this statement. His reply was:

‘But the simple way Roy, is for you merely to admit to me, in the strictest of confidence,
that you have never seen such petition, and had not at the time that letter was sent out.
I won't tell anyone, honest I won't I still hold the opinion that neither you nor any
other director was even aware that your name would be signed to that statement...'

I should admit to dear old Father Clay that it wae perfectly all right for him to
imply that I and the other Directors were keeping him posted on official Directorate
business. Hoohaw! —6-'


could.be
would.be
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I admit not one damned thing in public or in private concerning Directorate business
to Clay Hamlin or anyone else not directly concerned with Directorate discussion other
than to say this: when the letter concerning petitions was circulated over my signature,
I was fully aware of.what I was signing and have a signed original of the letter in my
files.

To give credit, however, Clay does come up with an idea now and then that has merit
to it: his suggestion for a page in TNFF devoted to news of those professional authors
who are members of the N3F is quite good. I happily second the motion. Do you want to
needle the editor about it, Clay, or shall we Jointly circulate a petition?

Our President is a badly overworked man. He has numerous bureaus and miscellaneous
N3F branches to look after and has one devil of a job trying to keep them all going.

I think that some of the departments under the executive wing could well be abolished.
The Manuscript Bureau is one that could be done .without. The idea is that Neffers who
are budding writers will send their material to the Mss Bureau and the Mss Bureau will
place it in various fanzines. But it doesn't work. Few, if any fan editors, petition
the MssBu for material and the Bureau itself does not actively try to place material sent
to it., It's Just another worry for the President and one he can do without. There ie no
reason why the writers cannot contact faneds directly.

The Correspondence Bureau. Will .someone .explain to me just what the Correspondence
Dureau does? Even after a year on the Directorate I'm not able to fathom any purpose at
all in that one., To encourage correspondence? Neffers write letters at the drop of a
postage stamp. The Correspondence Bureau is superfluous and another headache the Pres-
ident could do without. : \

The Story Contest as it is now constituted is worthless. It need & prozine sponsor-
ship to make it mean anything at all.

N3F services which we should support, for they are indeed worthwhile, are the Tape
Bureau the Collector's Bureau and the Information Bureau.

Of course our President will now write me a letter telling me to mlnd my own damned
business and let him run the N3F but now that I'm free of off1c1a1 resbmasint: T Mieeiluinsa
heckling mood. :

And while I thlnk about it -- all of you garrulous letterhacks: why aren't you in
N'APA where you can expound on your pet theories for pages and pages? And you N'APAns:
don't just sit there re-reading your own glorious words -- get a letter off to Franson
volunteering to do an issue of TIGHTBEAM! There are 40+ faneds in and around N'APA and
yet Franson has to beg to find editors for TB. Sheesh.

Dave K. Patrick: No, I don't feel a little egocentric when I assume that the
majority of the population isn't with it...I feel a great deal egocentric. I always do.
Can you think of anyone that .doesn't?

Happy Fanning Anybody
Roy

JOE STATON, U469 Ennis St., Milan, Tenn. 38358

This I suppose is sort of a notification of why I'll not be renewing my membership
this next year. There are many reasons why I choose to do this but the biggest seems
to be that a number of kids have Joined the clubi who seem to regard science fiction
as some sort of high and noble crusade and the N3F seems to be taking them seriously.

I wish to have no part of such things. Many thanx for & nice two years but that's it
for now:
Luck,
Joe Staton

fSorry you feel that way, Joe...kids do grow up, you know.

v _7...
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ALBERT LEVIS,. 1825 Greenf1eld Ave., Los Angeles~25 Callfornla 90025

Dear Felice and Ed, ' o | ' : : -

- A public d1splay of bad temper is usually unworthy of the maker thereof and most.
charitably -ignored.- -Art- Hayes, -however, in his. October TTH, hds displayed so muchj
vicious spleen toward & most warm and’ generous person that- I would like to set the ‘record
- straight before the members of the: N3F oo ‘

; In the fall of 1962 ‘Just over one year ago, Bjo recelved a letter from Seth Johnson
asking her to take over a project which had' 'been generated by Elinor Poland a.teacher
at the Iowa School foi the Deaf; in general terms it was to broaden the horlzons of the
school children by’ wrlting letters. The immediate result was the series of MOTLEY news-
letters, the first two of which were distributed ‘ag flyers w1th TNFF.a year ago, and
subsequent issues of which have been dlssemlnated to those persons who expressed a -
-.continuing, 1nterest R _

‘At the time. she took over: the project Seth: reported that hie had sent 1nformatlon
to Art Hayes for publlcatlen Bjo wrote to Art asking that he publish nothing until
hearing: from her: the reasons Wwere two. Firstly, that with.the publication of” MOTLEY
and the’ expan81on ‘of ‘the. project, all 1nformat10n that Art had received heretofore would -
be obsolete by the time he. published. Secondly, Whlle no one’ objects to send;ng 1nfor-
mation to Art, ‘he. has a most frustratlng tendency to get-it all balled up. ' The result
is confusion and mlslnformatlon and then other people have to spend & great deal .of
time trying to straighten out the mess. Ralph Holland once mentioried that he had had to
write over seventy-five letters as & result of the actlons of one: very " well= intentioned
but -inept member (not Art) who took it upon himself to speak in'the name of the N3F.
Another example of this sort of thing is this TTH and this letter. I don' t have thls '
sort of time.: .~

- Neither does Bjo, and sure enough Art got onch1s dudgeon, clalmed_"freedom of
speech" "and published the.information that the MOTLEY project was oversubscribed and. in .
need of no more . assistance-at precisely the time that’ MOTLEY went out ask1ng for aid.
Other bits 6f Art's helpfulness such as use of 'the word "reétearded” in connection with
the school (retarded is educationese for feeble-minded ; correct jargon term is

handlcapped ') could have caused much ill- feellng and possible cancellation of the project
had it gotten back to an ill-tempered parent. 'So Bjo stomped all over him because Art ’
had ignored her 1njunctlon and “caused her (and me, and Seth, and Elinor) to have to ;
vwrite-all sorts: of those letters that could have been avolded by cooperatlng in the flrst
place.

Elinor. Poland is teachlng elsewhere thls year, - but Mr Glangreco, who is in charge of
the Iowa School for the Deaf, has requested that the project be continued, has send Bjo
information on those chlldren for whom correspondents would be most welcome, and.’ thought
8o much of the writing in MOTLEY that he took issues of it to exhibit at a meeting of
teachers of*.the deaf as some of the flnest ertlng that heé had seen on the problem of -
‘deaf children ‘by a non-deaf" person. The project -is still contlnuing, and any who are
interested in more information cen writé Bjo at 5571 Belgrave Ave., Garden Grove, Calif.

Art Hayes .was dropped as a trophy sponsQr for Project Art Show when it was dec1ded .
to eliminate two of the photo trophies; and: ‘several. of ‘the fan- photographerq (to set- the
record stralght I was not among themo objected that Art's name on the trophy would: .not -
add 1ustre to the award. 'This was done.quietly and w1thout pub11c1ty, because nobody -
really wished to advertise a. poor .opinion of him on-.the part of a substantlal part of Y
fandom (untll Art wade an issue of the subject) . : s

_As to the ‘rest of it, I have written too damn many letters on the subject and.
talked about it in. prlnt tw1ce (THRU THE HAZE, Nov. 1962 and AMAZING,  SEXY, etc¢. No. 2
if anybody cares) to hash this- 1d10cy over agaln - The" 1962 Dlrectorate wag. fully
informed, on -what was going on; both new members of the 1963 Directorate,- Dave .Hulan and
. Roy TaCKett read through my entire N3F correspondence file to inform themselves upon
the watter, and the. Directorate Chairman of the l96h Dlrectorate may have the same &
loathsome task From now on, ‘yYou can wrlte ‘him' about the matter. I've had 1t. U

v Best i
- N :‘ N . R ) ‘ ' ' . ﬂ - o _8_ o ‘, . ‘ . t‘_ . ‘ ‘ :; o W -




IDARD E. SMITH, Skylark Mobile Home Park, Rte. 2, Box 108, Clearwater, Florida 33515

Dear Tightbeam Z3:

As I understend it, the function of an ancient, white-bearded 1 fe member is to view
with alarm, not point with pride. To point out that, ever since our first teleost ances-
tor climbed out of the ocean on his fine inetead of gtaying in the water and behaving
himeelf as a young teleoet should, the younger generation hae been going to the dogs.
Since I don't believe that, and since the officere and membere of the NFFF have been doing
such a good Jjob, and eince the Club iteelf is in so much better ehape than it ever wae in
the "good" old days -- I hadn't suppoced that I had much to say. :

But my friend Clayton Hamlin's letter in Tightbeam #22 gave me some twinges. I
could have, and probably should have, written'letters to Tightbeam myself once in awhile,
instead of juet sitting back and enjoying it in freeloader fashion.

S0 -- Yup, I'm working on Skylark-DuQuesne. I hope to finish it to my own catis-
faction and to Fred Pohl's, in that order, this winter. I have the first gquarter and the
last eighth done (an astrogator has to know where he's going, doesn't he?) and some in
the middle; and, so far, I like it. I've also started a new geries of novellas, not
connected with anything I ever wrote before, about the Empire of Earth; the first one of
which will appear in the May 1964 (I think) issue of IF. I'll be glad to get comments;
either pro or con. But don't tell me only that it stinks. Tell me why it stinks.

T have aleo signed a contract with CANAVERAL PRESS for the first of a series of three
full-length novels - a series that was introduced by the novelet Subspace Survivors
i Analog (July 1960) and on which I've been working practically ever since. 'The whole
bueiness was intended originally for Analog, but John and I couldn't agree on how it
shonld be written. It's John's mag, of course; but it's my story.

Une senteuncs about peionics. It's the best springboard (launching pad?) I know of
Tor 2n cxtrapolation into the advancement of men; and the study of man (never mind the
zpace-cpera sugar coating of the .pill!) is almost every author's prime task.

Oh, yes, there are a couple of minor matters I can gripe about to keep myeelf in
good. ctanding as sage and mentor. Too many of you contributore to Tightbeam misus
horrendously the words "infer" and "imply", a misuse that grates on .my precisionistis
nerve-enuings something fierce. Before any of you uses either or them again, please --
pretty please, with sugar on it -~ please find out what they mean.

Also that obnoxious tautology, mental telepathy. ' What other kind of telepathy is
there?

- Sincerely youre,
Doc
[Welcome aboard, Doc'  Receiving your letter was easily the highpoint of my swing at this
Jjob. _...But while we're a2t it, what about "horrendously"??

JIM HARKESS. 112 Vest Hardine, Greenwood, Miss.

Deay lii.-or-Mrs.-or-Miss Rolfe, whichever the case may- be, Tt 's Mrs.’

David Patrick: - Granted, your experiences in fan writing are not happy ones. But
you see, David, fandom is ueither an organization or a club. It is & group, more or less
comprised of smaller groups, which are in turn comprised of still smaller grcupes. ' You
can't expect to write to a person and say "Here I am. Publish my stories.” On the other
hand, as a publisher you can do this -- rather, you can-ask to publish a work -- because
this benefites both parites. A publisher can fit in most anywhere if he is willing to put
out a decent magazine; he won't break into a group, he'll build kie own, which may or may
not include the groups of the writers on his staff.  You won't find any organization here
for the "care and feeding of neophytes”; but if you need '"care and feeding', all that is
neceesary is to ask an individual. Certainly a lot of fane try to break into the prozines.
And a lot are content with "easy plaudite" -- whatever a "plaudit" is. If a person has no
interest in writing professionally, why should he? Like, David, fandom is fun and. .games

. _9..
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(Thanks for the phrase, Roy Tackett), not life or death. If you want to starve trying to
write great prose, be my guest. But don't ask me to etarve along with you.

This brings up -- don't ask me how -- the popularity question. Contrary to the
opinion of -some older fans, science fiction is better now than it's ever been. No, the
"sense ofwonder'" is missing -- but who ever wanted it to begin with? That is something
I can get: any time I watch my date at a dance -- but I'm getting off track. [Gee, I
never knew that was called a sense of wonder. --FR1 I read -- not only ef, but any type
of literature -- for entertainment and intellectual stimulation. If you'll look at some
pre-'30 prozines, you'll find a "sense of wonder" all right, but not much else. Critics
were entirely justified in damning stf categorically at that time. Now, however, stf is
as literate and high quality as any fiction -- and critics have been among the first to~
admit it. You find stf almost everywhere. Vhy my book club, the Library of Science, has
included 3 stf books this year, in addition to the regular technical material, and this ie
as incredulous a bunch as you'll find. There is only one science fiction magazine that
refuses to recognize that ef has metamorphosed -- ANALOG -- and it is the Journal with the
least literacy of all. GALAXY, for instance, has changed with the field -- and ie the
best on the stands. :

AuH_O in '6k!

e Jim Harkness

fYou.mean ol' HQS himself?7.

ANDREY SITVERBERG, 24 E. 82ud St., New York., N.Y. 10028

Stan looleton: Seems to me as a new member of the N3l khat the only way to keep
members in the fold ie to do like the publishers do, send out notices that theit weslu.
ships are expiring; and that'e being done. I know that I won't diuvp wemborchip when T
enter college; in:fact, I'll probably intensify my fanac. Here's something -- why can't,
gay, one fan in a city or area call the fans that have dropped -= it would press in the
advantages of N3F membership in a personal way. N :

Dave K. Patrick: I have loads of drawings; what are you pubbing?

Irvin Koch: You are a neo, and so am I. Don't make decrees; learn instead.

Nathan Bucklin: How right you are! It's amazing that teachers think you're a nut
for reading sf, and go on to denounce you as an "immature idiot". T suggest, for certain
people, a reading program: Heinlein, Clarke, Bradbury, and a few others. It's amazing
how few can grasp the concepts! I do suppose I kind of limit myself; but actually, do
you really care wvhat people gapl=cid don’t.

To you out there: Does anyone remember & book called WAR: 1972, using concepts
hypothesized around 1950, with photos of models and prototypes in the back and illustrated
with drawings? .

The thing with letters is that you've got to have 2 or 3 TB's before you get in the
swing of things. 2

Andrew Silverberg

FRANK HILLER, 99 Sellinger St., Rochester, N.Y. 14605

Dear Ed, -
Re: telepathy discuseed at IAC.'
"...Soviete had given top priority to..."” biological radio communication...OSW'".
Yez, and the Russians have Lysenkoism, too.
; : best,
Frank

DON'T FQRGET to send your letters to Ken Krueger, and .read hie instructions on B 3

a . —10_
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ARNOLD KATZ, 98 Patton Blvd.. New Hyde Park, N.Y. 11043

Firet, I'd like to thank the people who voted for me for Director, few though they
were. I fully intend to be as active as possible in the coming year, and wish to express
my complete satisfaction at the way the election was run.

David Kirk Patrick: You know, David, those obnoxious letters of yours are getting to
be a habit. Have you ever thought about thlnklng before you write? The two letters you
had in TB 22 will serve to endear you to no one. I think the other people you argued with
are able to reply for themselves, so I'll concentrate on what you said about me.

Obviously, you either didn't or can't understand my letter in TB 21, as your reply
has little if anything to do with myEtletiters For those who haven't been paying attention,
David said that my letter is "an awful example' and then goes on to say that I have taken
to fandom, where I operate a "Senior Pen Pals Bureau' in utter contentment, as a refuge
from reality. If I had said anything of the kind I would be entitled to claim the honor
of "fugghead of the year", an honor Patrick seems to be going all out to win.

What I said (in TB 21) was:

1. I have had no trouble getting contribs for my fanzine.

2. I have had no trcuble in placing my work in other fanzines.

3. An article should be written with its audience in mind.

L Sf fen have been kind, helpful and generous to me.

5. I asked, facetiously, "I'm talking about sf fandom -- which fandom are you refer-
rime sHel

6. That ending my comments to Patrick, I plugged the CorBu, FCH, and Welcommittee.

Now, I ask you fannes and fans, am I an awful example? Am I retreating from reality?
Is Patrick getting the same edition of TB as the reet of us?

The biz about quality and quantity is completely exyrarieous to my letter, Dave. OCf
course quality is more important than mere quantity, but I never even talked on that
subject.

Now then, let's get on to the subject of who the fanzines should be written for.

You say that they should be comprehensible to "neos and the half-interested". That is
like saying the American Medical Journal should be comprehensible to non-doctors. The
half-interested and neos should not be catered: to, or else fandom would not be able to
acquire any degres of sophisitaction. If one is continually obliged to explain everything
he says in order that no poor neophyte get confused, you're not going to get good writing.

To put things in their proper perspective, I have been in fandom since March 1963.
Until that time I had never seen a fanzine or heard a word of fanspeak. I had no trouble
finding my way in fandom. When I didn't understand esomething, I politely (note that word,
Patrick) inquired about it. I got polite answers. I did not barge in and damn every-
thing in sight. Unless I am mistaken, Dave, I entered fandom after you, yet you still
don't know what's going on, while T've settled into a very enjoyable hobby (note that
word, Patrick) which is more engrossing, more stimulating, more varied, and more fun than
any of the many other interests and hobbies I follow and have followed in the past.

If the letters that you write to solicit contribs are anything like those you write
to TB, I can see why you've had trouble getting material.

Fannishly,
Arnie the Katz

MWell Arnie, I've honored your request and printed this letter uncut and unedited, even
thougan I'd much rather have seen it sent directly to the object of ite wrath. I fcreee a
hzated reply by Patrick, followed by an angry re-rebuttal by you, and so on ad something-
or-other. This kind of thing is self-perpetuating unless one of the participants proves
himself bigger than the other by dropping it. There is far too much of it ir. the N3F¥ in
general, and in Tightbeam in particular. We have other, more interesting topics for
discussion, considering TB's limited budget.

I do want to make it clear that I'm not
picking on you alone, Arnie; there are a number of other people in this issue, whose
letters would have benefitted by second thoughts or more magnanimity, Just as there are
in all Tightbeams, more's the pity.
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S.%.PAUL “'YSZKOWSKI, Box 3372, Ottawa 3, Ontarid. Canada

Deay Tightbeam, | & B T S e

Stan oolaton asks how to make the club more 1nterest1ng to MYoELF Damfino On
the second thought, yes, I do know. I think the club would be a hell of a lot more
interesting to me personally if I were on the Directorate, and/or actively doing some-
thing for the club.

"At 'the moment, I'm too bucy to partake more actlvelv in the club's liferplunking,
pootling, palnting, pounding and polishing? --FR1 but if anyone here thlnkq jzhie 2GR S nirs
doing anything for hlm/her ~- the old cliche is still absolutely true; you only get out
of the club what you put in.

In general, on the question a) how do you tell a fan from & non-fan, and b) what do
you do about the latter, my answers are to &) you can “teianditoe b) nothing. If this ssems
unduly negative, let me state .that I am not in .favour of proselytizing or recruiting
members for fandom or any organization within it. Publicity -- yes. Inform the people
of cur existence.  But let them make up their own minds, without any special effort on
anyone's part to influence them cne way or another. The physical size of the membership,
either of N3F, or fandom in general, is to me a matter of suprewe indifference.

Which brings me to Si Stricklen's epoch-making contribution to the world'd literature.
The indifference point 3" is surely the greatest advance in the written language since
the question mark. If it is original with 8i, in my estimate he rates automatically as
8 genius.. I shall hereaftsr make full use of this wonderful device.

Incidentally, I agree with Si's views on pei, which confirms-my suspicion that he is

an intelligent man. Psi is very likely a blind alley in the maze of possibilities we
are now tryong to explore and getting lost in; I think there are more immediately
rewayrding lines of experimentation to pursue than verification of the existence of psi.
If it exists, sooner or later we will. accumulate enqugh data to be able to set up some
unquestionably meaningful experiments. At the moment, investaging psi is like trying'
to reconstruct a Greek vase from a single shard the size of a pebble, which for all we
Imow just might be only a pebble, and nothing more. _

David Ettlin: In answer to your questions: l.'no comment; 2. I don't consider my-
self a fan, thought I refer to myself as a. 'fan" occasionally for sake of identification
with fandom, wy most appreciative audience. I yead prozines occasiouslly. What's that
got to do with anything? ‘3. I don't understand fandom any wore than I understaud
mundanedom; the former seems to be a conglomeration of some ofl the more imaginative and
articulate individuals, the latter comprises everybody else. Not that all the more
imaginative and a ticulate individuals belong to fandom, by any means. Another thing I
Imow about fandom is that the majority of fans have strong escapist tendencies, and the
ma jority are quite immature.

Yes; I have a purpose in referring to myself as a "fan" Fan ' 1s a magic word !

n "

which signifies to other fans that this individual will talk about anything and listen

to anything, no holds barred. As a fan;, I enJoy, freer discussion and, freer self-

expression than I could in the mundane world where the percentage of unimaginative and %

pT~JUdIC°d clode is suffltlently great to make it unwise to say what you really think. ‘
Paul

G.M. CARR. 5319 Ballard Ave. NW, Seattle., Washington 98107

Dear TB, .

Got a chortle out of Trvin Koch's comment to J. Renner, i.e., "If you don't like a
book, why read it?" Now I'd like to ask Irvin, "How are you going to know whether 'or -
not you like a book, unless you read. it to find out? * And if it turne out. that . you dld
NOT like the book, bow are you eoing to cancel out that unpleasantness?"

To E@ Meskys' query if I read TNFF -- sure I read it, but<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>